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TO THK 


PROPRIinORS OF EAST-INDIA STOCK. 


(iK\’I'I.F.MEN ; 

Tin: deep interest which you have at stake 
in the prosperity and continued eonnccaion of the 
eastern and western em])ire of Great Britain, lias 
induced me to do myself the honour of deiiicating 
to you the following- pages. 

The experience derived from j)assing r)ne-third 
of my life in the Asiatic hemisphere, as an oflicer 
in his Majesty’s Service, or as a ])rivatc individual ; 
the knowledge obtained by visiting every quarter 
of the globe, and nearly all the foreign [)()ss(issions 
of this country, and the reliiujuishment of my 
[)rofession several years ago tor the |)urposc of 
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acquiring an intimate knowledge of the commer- 
cial and political power of England, aided by an 
ardent desire to contribute my mite towards ]>ro- 
moting the ha})piness of my hHow creatures, are 
my credentials lor ap])earing hetiire the public in 
order to aid in obtaining a dispassionate considera- 
tion oi’ the momentous (piestions about to be 
submitted to the determination of Parliament. 

With this object in view, 1 liave analysed every 
disputed topic relative to the home and 1‘orcign 
aftairs of India, aiming as much as ]) 0 ssil)ic at 
impartiality, for I am free to avow, that the evi- 
dence elicited by the Select Committees ol‘ Par- 
liament has weakened |)revious im])ressions on 
my mind ; and, without diminishing my respect 
for those who pertinaciously adhere to priority of 
opinion, that testimony has at least necessitated 
me to scrutinize more narrowly my own thoughts, 
and to deliberate more calmly on the wisdom or 
expediency of several proposed measures. 

In a stormy period like the ])resent, when men 
are almost compelled to form quick and energetic 
decisions, it is impossible to avoid being in some 
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dei^ree swayed towards either side of aii arj^fUDienl 
involving, not merely the ulterior tlostiny of’ tlie 
United Kingdom and of Ilindostai], but of the 
entire habitable world ; where I err, therefore, it 
must be attributed to the fallibility of human 
judgment : — I do not, however, lu‘sitate to assert, 
that now, when society is in a state of transition, 
when a direful contest has ahtady commenced 
between absolute monarchy on xUo ono hand, and 
eager aspirations for liberty on the other, and 
when the vast peninsula of Asia is for the first 
time within record or tradition in the enjoy- 
ment of peace, 1 range mysell’ on the sidv ol 
order, of civilization, and of freedom ; but in doiiiL; 
so, I may be permitted to acknowledge, what 
indeed it would be futile to deny, that the East- 
India Company have materially contributed to 
enhance the commerce of this country, to enlarge 
extensively but safely the dominions of the Crown, 
and to advance the [)rospcrity of one hundred 
million of its subjects. 

That a vast and complicated governrnent, whicli 
profound tahmt, local ex|)eriencc, and lengthened 
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years, have thus far firmly consolidated, may not 
in laudable eftorts to improve it, be rashly under- 
mined, is the sincere wish of, . 

Your most obedient servant, 

THE AUTHOR. 

Ivy Cottage^ J I ig ligate 
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('HAI‘1'EU I. 


THE UNAVOTDAltLE SOVKK EK; xKT V OF IXDTA PV KKGl.AND; 

NECESSITY OF I'KKVENTJXC, A FKF.NCH EMPIRE IN 

ITINDOSTAN ; ATROC’IOns DESPOTISMS OF THE MAllO- 

MEDAN, MAHRATTA, AND FEIJDAI, GOVERNMENTS, FROM 
WllKMl THE HINDOOS HAVE REEN RESCUED BY THE BRI- 
TISH NATION. 

In contemplating the progress of Britain, from a small 
and insulated kingdom to a vast maritime em[)ire, the 
annalist is com])elletl to seek sonu* jioint whereon lo rest, 
w'liile reflecting on the events which conduce to the pros- 
})erity or decline of a nation ; this historical landmark 
will be found at tlie period of tlie establishment of tlie 
TlasUlndia Conijiany, an ejioeh when tlie eominereial and 
naval power of this country canerged into active com- 
petition with surrounding rival states, each struggling for 
a monopoly of trade with tlie East, or for an extension of 
territorial dominion in regions which, to the eye of the poet, 
tlie philosopher, and the politician, jiresented tlie nmst 
glowing prospects of romance, of science, or of national 
aggrandi aemeii t . 

At the close of the fourteenth century, tli(‘ commerce and 
power of Genoa declined, while that of V^enice increased 

it 



by reason of the latter enjoying, unrivalled, a monopoly of 
the India trade;* but at the end of the hfteentli century, on 
the discovery of a new continent in tlie West, and of a 
maritime passage to the East, the monarchs of Spain and 
Portugal settled by treaty a division of the worl(l-|- between 
their respective crowns. 

By a tacit submission to these gras])ing projects tlie 
j)eninsulaof Euro})e remained, during the sixteentli century, 
in the undisturbed j)ossession of the valuable territorii‘s 
and lucrative commerce accpiired by the Portuguese and 
S})aniards in Asia and America, until tlie destruction ol' 
the ‘ invincible Armada^ by British heroism and skill, 
threw open the navigation of the ocean; and the subsequent 
establishment (in IGOO) of ‘ one hodie rorporatc and 
•politique’' for trading to the East-Iiulic‘s, by one of the 
most jirudent and patriotic sovereigns that ever wielded 
the English sceptre, laid the foundation of that wonder- 
ful superiority which has made — 

‘‘ Britannia need no bulwark, — bor home is on the deep.” 

It not being the intention of this work to detail the 
various events which terminated in tlu^ conquest of Hin- 
dostan, it will be sufficient to observe, that during ilu‘ 
seventeenth century the East-lndia Comjiany confined 
themselves almost entirely to commerce, for the possession of 
which a hazardous, and even warlike struggle was carried 
on with foreign nations, which was with difficulty pre- 
served during the avaricious military republic of Cromwell, 
the dissolute reign of his successor, and the bigoted rule of 
a second James. 

• /7« Kg;ypl, Syria, and Chmstantiiioplu. 

t Tho first stipulation of this «'xtru\ af»ant a^roonu'nt vras, that all 
iicw-fonnd ooiiutries to tin* northward of the Canaric's should bolongto 
8pain, and all southward to Portufjal ; a treaty was suhsoquoiitly signed 
and sanctiom'd by Pope .TuliusTI., by ’wliirli tho meridian of doniar- 
oation was removed 2 JO leagues farther west in favour of Portugal. 



The systematic acquisition of territory commenced with 
tile eighteenth century, more particularly in 1741 ; when the 
ambitious M. Dupleix, governor of Pondicherry, involved 
the Company in the wars of the Carnatic, and in the affairs 
of the contending princes of the south of India. 

At the close of the eighteenth century, England had 
irrecoverably lost her transatlantic dominions in the West ; 
but the richness of her commerce with the East, the tran- 
scendent achievements of her subjects, and the powerful 
empire which they had wrested from the prostrate and 
inveterate foes of their country in a distant hemisphere, was 
deservedly alike the theme of universal astonisJmient and 
approbation ; and now, in the second quarter of the nine- 
teenth century, after a ileadly contest of years, and an im- 
mense expenditure of blood and treasure, the Ilritisli influ- 
ence is beneficially extended over the swanqiy Sunderbuns 
of Ilengal and Arracan, the table-land of the Carnatic and 
Mysore, the fertile fields of Malwa, the arid plains of the 
Dual), the jungly tracts of Orissa, the temperate region of 
Bahar, the lovely vales of the Deckan ; — in fine, from th(‘ 
sacred Ganges and inqxjtuous Burrainpooter to the far- 
famed Indus and romantic-shored Nerbudda, — from tlie 
eternal snow-capt Himalaya, to the Indian ocean ! — an 
empire spread over half a million square miles of the most 
fertile country on earth, with one hundred million of human 
beings subject to its sway, and over-canopying the ruins of 
the French and Danish territories, the insular and maritinu* 
supremacy of the Portuguese and Dutch, and the destruc- 
tive dynasties of Ackbar and Tippoo Sultaun, of Sevajee, 
Scindiah, and Ilolkar ! 

Such being the extraordinary position of the Anglo- 
eastern empire, let us proceed to examine the causes which 
led to its establishment, and the advantage's derivable 
therefrom to the natives of Iiulia, particularly as it is said 



4 


tliat our occupation of ITindostan is “ a monstrous usur- 
])athm r that the East-India Company and their scr- 
vnnfsy armed ns they were with power^ and instiyated hy 
jealousy^ ha ee^ from the earliest times to the present hour^ 
been involved in qiiarrcf di shir bailee^ and war with the 
natives of India^ arid who^ to yuard their own privileyes^ 
aserihe toothers the outrayes and disitrders (tf whieh they 
themselves have been y ail tyT^^ 

F) *oni the iuoukmU. wlien iMiolishnien heeanie possess(‘ti of 
a foot of land in India, diiv necessity more than na- 
tional ao-^Tandizc‘ineiit impelled their advanct* to the sov(‘- 
rei^nty tiiey now hold. "J'lu' dideriaU kingdoms of Knrope 
sought a prepondt'rating balance ('f powi r. bv the accpiisi- 
tion of dominion in Asia, and if Knglaml had refused to 
play for the extraordinary stake, which Naj)oleoii wisely 
foresaw would jdace her at the head of the ])otentatt‘S of 
the earth, the conmianding inlJuence of her opinions and 
councils (whetlu'r for good or ill) would have expir'd with 
the last century. Not only, thenfore, was tliere an im- 
perious necessity to ])revent, l)y every ])ossible means, the 
domination of French authority in India or in Fgy[)t, but 
there also arose the peculiar rights of serarity and virinaye^ 
the enforcement of which became a matU‘r, not merely of 
expediency or prudence, but of absolute requirement. M r. 
Furke said and proved, that u’jie i.aw oe KEioiiBotJitHooj) 
is founded on the prinviple that no use should be made 
of a malts liberty of operatmy on his property ^ from 
whence detrime7d may justly be apprehended E if this 
principle be admitted in private life, which the daily oc- 
currences in our j)olice reports prove, how much stronger is 
it among nations in political society, inasmuch as the hap- 
piness of a cojnmunity is of far greater importance than 
that of an individual ! 

* Kickarils’ India, vol. i. p. 



The Britisli settlements in Asia were surroiiiKhd b} 
neighbouring states under tlie most arl)itrary institutions; 
indeed, diametrically o{){)osed to all right Iv acknowledged 
principles of nature; governed by men of a restless, turbu- 
lent, and treacherous* dis))osition, who wtTc little better 
than successful robbers, or cold-blooiled assassins on an 
extensive scale; of consummate skill in brenkriuj as well 
as trc'aties ; who admitted oponlv, that tin y con- 

sidered war as a source of re\enik,*f' ant! uho \ chinuMit ly 
sought to effect the com})lete expulsion ol t'k khiidish from 
India, by the most j)owerful home', as utll . Tbreig]i arma- 
ments, j TIk‘ latter were, therefore, in .-.elf- fence, imavoid- 
ablv (‘ompellc'd, not only U» ado])t ineasiire.^ of p]-ecaution, 
but to f()i-tifv tluanselves against contingiut danger, fnnu 
men with whom no moral law was binding,5^ tivaty 

coTalncf of Tippoo Siilhiuii, in <‘o-(>pt‘i’:*Ting 
with tin' t’rrnrh, niul .stinmhitin« e\'<T\ j)()\\’(*r to ri-t* sminl- 

laiM'on^lv, for the pnrpos(‘ of “ Hficrhi dt'str»>(f'nni f/ir idt^fUsh iu 
India" (w'oinIs oC'l ippoo s ,sfon‘t iMrcular), at a inoiinnit uhrii Im was 
iJtakliiii- tlic /a ofessions J'ri('ndf>hij) to itiir a'a'crn na a! . d oru‘ 
iiistaruM' out of nnin V (tin- l*rishwa*s roiuhnU is aiiot lior) ol (ho ri rhlo 
rood w «* had to i’i'In (in, in tin* ])roini.>(‘s or fait h of tln‘ nah . ■ oi spni-*. 

t 'the Mahratta (diioflains, for instance, waai' always jneparod for 
hostilities, and made (YO///y(//(///.s into the district^ which had 
not yet hoon hroiii^hl into an actual stati* of srr\ it ii(h‘ : ilu's(' dio as- 
tat iHL!,- excursions wane denominated Mul-iili-iiJtcrv ^ a I’cisl-.m eom- 
jiomid of v/;///-!'// , territor\ , and tfhrn'^ to tak(> ])ossession of. 'J’he 
stat(* of the snrroundinc t'oiintiy may be readily conceivi d irmn sucli 
M'arl\ visitants. 

I "i’ln* rcii'iilar arniv of Scindiah, when he diadarc'd his 
unut’d rrsn/.iitinii ojd .ilirjiatiiu) ihr A'n(/li,s/f.,"’ eonsisted nf ten Jnt'iniiiahlr 
a well-seiw ('d train of artillery consistinc- <d' ///v handn'd 
f/tia.Sy and tuu) humlred ihou-saiid vavaU jiy all of wdiicli w«‘re more or 
less ojlic(‘red hv exjnMieneed Frenchmen. 'I'lie standing* army ot 
\\i,A\<\\v irhi/r at /xv/cc wdth us, was i.’»n,<M)n cavalry and d (»,<>(« I well 
discijilinml foot, besides nuinerons auxiliaiies, among whom were 
tiu' hra\ e Itohilhm, who ofl’ered to' s(‘r\e three yi'ars w ithout pay, /hr 
///(’ sahf (d plan dn\ wdicn Holkar would attack the Kngli‘'li. 

§ 'Flu; p'itnis prece]it of the koran, whitdi 'J’ippoo held forth to the 
JM ahoinedans t hroughout Asia, to induce them to join his standard ill 

(t hulff trar apaivst tin' hhnjUsh iajidrh^' ('Idppoo's secret circular,) 
consisted of that passage vvhi<.*h d(*clares that, “ i jik iihoikst jmkimt 
1 x TJIK SKUrr OF (JOJ) IS to MAKF w.\ll A(..\INST iNFiOKI.s!*'’ 



permancnt,^^' and with whom might was at all times 
right. 

Such being the character of the aggregate of the Tiulian 
princes, we may imagine, even witliout the aid of history, 
what was the basis of tlieir governiuents. 

The Mahomedan dynasties were built on usurpation, 
cemented with tlie blood of the feel)le and innocent, and 
maintained by secpiestra ting the riches of the wealthy; — 
tile policy of tlie Moslems in Asia, and indei‘tl in every 
country where they obtained a footing, was compkte 
subjugation, universal dominion, and uncontrolled des- 
potism ; — tlieir ruling jirinciples Avere avarice, sensuality, 
an im])osing pageantry, -f and a conversion to the faith of 
the Koran. 

The Mahratta territories were considered as predatory 
acquisitions, to be held only by the sword, for with the 
wily and aspiring Brahmin war and plunder were the 
two great sources of revenue hence the quartering of a 
Mahratta army in a province was more destructive than 
myriads of locusts, or years of drought and pestilence ; 
while of their rulers it has been truly observed, that 
their musnuds were their horse-cloths, their sceptres their 
swords, and their dominions the wide line of their desolat- 
ing marches. § 

• Jjord Cornwallis tried in vain to introduce tlie principle of Euro- 
pean treaties into Indian diplomacy, the failure of which is exem- 
plified in the triple alliance hetween the British (Tovernnient, the 
Nizam, and the l^eishwa ; while the system of defensive subsidinri/ 
nllinnees, from not being;, until of late, carried far enouj^h, was equally 
unproductive of heneficml results. 

t A deej) knowledge of the infirmities of our nature, prompted the 
Moors in Sjiain, as well as in India, to captivate the weak minds of 
their subjects, by works of splendid architecture, which, after the 
la])se of centuries, remain as monuments of the daring; genius and 
slavish submission of the c*onquerors and of the conquered. 

J The reign of Alia Bhye is a noble exception : but it is such a 
solitary one as only to place her virtues, and the vices of other rulers, 
in lufire striking relief on the hishirical canvas. 

§ The Mahrattas yearly sacrificed to each of their war-horses a 

sheep. 
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The small principalities which existed in different parts 
of ITindostan,* were in some measure a compound of the 
two foregoing governments, with the addition of constant 
jealousies, disputes and war ; thus the ploughman was inva- 
riably seen armed at his rustic occupation, and the shepherd, 
while peacefully tending his herds, always prepared for the 
battle-ffeld.-f* 

Eacli and all of these governments framed their system 
of ])olitics im the cunning or adroitness with which they 
could foment dissension among their rivals or neighbours ; 
money became tlie essence of j)ower, foi* their armies were 
cliieffy composed of mercenary troo]>s who knew' no other 
lidelity than their ])ay, and, as waf> the case with tlie 
Pra*torian guards, Strelitz and Janissaries throned and 
dethroned whom they pleased, or served those best who 
rewarded them with the hight^st largesses. The truth of 
the foregoing account cannot be denied by Mr. Rickards 
liimseir, as the following dreadful depictations of Indian 
despotisms, which 1 extract from an a})palling variety of‘ 
massacres and rapine in Mr. Rickards’ work, will ])rove; 
and I think that after perusal tlie reader will agret* with 
me, that it is a matter of astonishment as well as regret, 
how Mr. Rickards covdd have penned these eloquent but 
horrible details, and yet declare that “ wars, usurpation, 
and rapine, equal to any thing in the preceding ages, havi‘ 
marked the rise and jirogress of the British dominions in 
India!’’ 

slict'p, and sprinkled it with tlie blood ; and at the festival which 
took place after annually taking the field to collect (trihiitc), the 
cliiefs cut each a handful of corn with his sword, to denote the pre- 
datory object of the undertaking. 

* 'Jiie word ‘ Hindostan’ is used throughout this work to signify 
the wiiole peninsula of Asia, 

t Tliroughout the western provinces of India tlie long continued 
tears of tlie peasantry liave not yet subsided suflicicntly to allow of 
their ujipearing abroad unarmed. 
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Mr, Rickards* description of the Mnhovnedan dynasties 
in India, — “ Tliroughoiit the whole period of the Mahome- 
dan ascendancy in the south, the same enormities, the 
never-failing accompaniments of their presence and power, 
are recorded to have been uniformly and unceasingly j)er- 
petrated, as have been already described in the northern 
provinces.^ 

To review the occurrences of this period, woidd only 
be to give further exam]>les of the same unprovoked and 
devastating warfare, the same struggles for j)ower, the 
same unbridled thirst of conquest, the same 'perfidy,, trea- 
son,, and private assassination ; the same disregard of 
any tie, whether of nature, of honesty, or of honour, and the 
same persecution, oppression, and niassacre of the Hindoos. 

“ The scenes, indeed, of butchery and blootl, are often 
mentioned as too horrid to relate — thousands — tirenfy — 
seventy — a hundred thousand souls heiny saerifieed at one 
tiine^]' without the least remorse.J 

The treasuries of these southern pi'i’ices were always 
filled from the enormous ]3luiuler of their defenceless sub- 
jects ; and the system of Mahoinedan exaction, sometimes 
under the name of contribution, but permanently under 
that of revenue, being every wliere the same, witli the 

* It is impossiI)l(' to (piote the Iiuridred jjrecedirif^ piifres, in w Inch 
Mr. lliekwrds details llie most revohini^ barbarities of tbi‘ Mabonie- 
dans towards the Hindoos; the euttin^ off tb(‘ noses of thousands at 
a time, maiming- them in e\ery shape, wliippin^^ to dt alh, women 
devouring* their own children in a^ony, and myriads upon myriads 
durii]j»- the ciyhlacuth caitunj, wantonly slaughtered in eold blood. 

t Mr. Rickards speaks in several places of it hein^ “ no uncom- 
mon thing for .50, 000 and 100,000 souls to lie massacred at once, in 
which neither sex nor age were spared;” and of the blood of tlie 
most venerable priests, learned men, and citizens, being used for 
tempering the earth with and p)Iastcriiig the city walls! 

X Malu)med, son of Alla-ud-deen, “ one of those southern mon- 
sters,” died, it is true, acknowledging “ all is vanity,” but not until 
after gratifying during his life “ every sensual passion, slaughtering 
.500,000 persons, and ruining and depopulating the Carnatic.” 
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j)ower of rapacious armies every where to enforce it, the 
fate of the unhappy people was here, as in tlie north, 
stamped with the same wretchedness. There was no secu- 
rity for person or pr«])erty ; the latter more especially was 
always a fair object of seizure whenever it was known to 
exist,* and the mass of the people were tlius reduced to a 
state of ])overty from which there was no escape, and of 
violence and op])rcssion against which there was no re- 
dress.**’*}- 


What a revolting description of despotism is tlie fore- 
going delineation of a Mahoniedan dynast y I While perusing 
it the ])lood curdles in the veins, and the gtMiial current 
whicli in general flows around the heart, becomes almost 
frozen in its course. Yet Mr. Rickards has the hardihood 
(I will not give it a worse term) to say that “ the causes 
which first sunk, have ever since cont'cniied to keep down 
tile many in the lowest depths of degradation and wretched- 
ness f** that ‘‘improvement was impracticable where (ire 
and sword were the moving princijiles of every existing 
government ;**** and that every change has be(‘n to the 
])eo])le, but a change of oppressors While in another 
pVaec MlT. AWchards observes, aYter stating that the “ loose 
])rinciples of hamlitti w'crp, on a larger scale, those of 
the Asiatic courts for seven or eight centuries; whoever 
has a taste for atrocities of this nature; for details of law^- 
less rapine, and wholesale butchery of tlie species; for 
Haying and impaling alive, and iwery sjiecies of torture; 

* Im'C'U to tlj(' tlir tlindoos have not entirely got over 

the dread of heiiij^' kiMnvn to possess money, or of having gold and 
silver utensils. V^ast snnis ol nionev rmnain hnrit'd iii the (*artti. from 
j^enerntion to ^(meral ion, and not nniri‘«jnenil\ a sudden death deprives 

the inheritor of treasure, of a knonlt'dge where it lies concealed. 
"I'hose who have <*onv('rsed witJi wealthy natives can coiitirm me in 
this particular. — K. IM.iM. 

t Kiekards'' India, \ol. i. pa^e --.'k 


t Ibid. p. 22(k 
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for hewing living bodies to pieces ; for niassacrcing pri- 
soncrs in cold blood, and making hillocks of their bodies, 
and pyramids of their heads for public shew ; for hunting 
down the inhabitants of whole provinces like wild beasts ; 
with other like inodes of royal amusement, may be feasted 
to satiety in tlie history of the Mussulman conquests and 
governments of the Deckan, which is little more than a 
continued series of those disgusting barbarities/’’ 

It is indeed difficult to rtroncile the numerous contra- 
dictions which tlie volumes before me jiresent; at one 
moment the ravages of the Moguls are eloquently and feel- 
ingly narrated ; and at another, their downfall is lamented 
with an— ‘‘ Alas 1 the pageantry and ceremonials of im- 
perial state now afiected by Ackbar Shah, is but the wreck 
of fallen greatness, the p<x)r remains of that wealth and 
splendour which was once the pride of the Mogul 
throne/’*!* — Mr. Rickards will permit me to enquire, does he 
sigh over the departure of ‘ sjilendour’’ which, according 
to his own shewing, had its origin in the devastating con- 
((uests, or rather butcheries, commanded by the dynasty of 
Ackbar ? or does he lament the disjicrsion of hordes of gold 
and silver, which were exacted by the cruelest tortures from 
a feeble but industrious peasantry? Away with such 
puling sentimentality ; other and sterner times are arrived, 
when the happiness of a nation is considered of more con- 
sequence than the ‘ wealth and splendour,’’ with which the 
despicable pride of a Mogul, or any other despot, may 

• Tirnour Avas justly the “ firebrand of the universe.” 

The Westminster Review fur July 1832, says he was “ one of the 
j;reatest wholesale butehers of humanity ever heard of ; he plundered 
and massacred in India, without distinction of religion or sex, and 
his track was marked by blood, desolation, famine, and pestilence !” 
Aurengzebe persecuted the Hindoos in a similar manner to the other 
Mahoinedan tyrants ; 3'ippoo Saib circumcised all the Brahmins he 
could get hold of, and, as the reviewer says, “ subjected 60,000 Chris- 
tians to the same operation in a single province.” 
t Rickards' India, vol, i. p, 220. 
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desire to uphold liis tyranny with ; when the true test of a 
monarch s greatness consisis, not in the massiveness of his 
plate^ the grandeur of his equipages^ the niiinher of his 
retinue, the sjilendour of his palaces, tlie costly pageantry 
of his guards, no, nor even in the glory of liis victories, 
but in l/ic degree of domestic comfort which eMcirclcs the 
hearth of the meanest peasant ; and happy is it for India 
that the rulers who have won and worn the sovereignty 
thereof, liave acted on this sublime principle, instead of 
ministering to the passions or vanity of a host of licentious, 
feeble, and cruel ])rinces.'*^ Mr. Jlickards admits, tliat the 
Mogul emperor, whose fallen greatness he laments over, 
fearing to trust himself in tlie hands of the Mahrattas, or 
even of Abdallah, after wandering a fugitive throughout 
the em])ire, fell into the hands of the English in 17()4, who 
settled him at Allahabad with a district and a revenue of 
38, 00, 000 rupees.’** I’his, Mr. Rickards must admit, was 
lionourable tn*atrnent to a fugitive monarch, without a 
shilling or a subject. But Shah Alliim, either through 
weakness or perfidy, joined the Mahrattas in a. little time 
against the English, -j- and in 1803, as Mr. Rickards admits, 

* At pajyos 1 4S aiul 141), Mr. Rickards thus describes a part of the 
Mog-ul proceedirjfjj-s in India: The prisoners taken wore inhiiinanJy 
inassacn^d ; insurn'ctions in the provinces were also incessant, so that 
the work of ivar mid blood wm perpetual; massacres were common lo 
every rei^n, when the hxxtchery extended, not only to the parlies 
immediately concerned, hut to their vassals, depi'udents, and even 
acquaintances; not even weeping mothers, nor their smiling infants 
at their breasts, were pitied or spared ! To prevent the accumulation of 
property in a few hands, the wealth and estates i»f Musselmans and 
Hindoos were, without distinctixni, seized upon and confiscated; no 
man durst entertain his friends without a w ritten permission from the 
vizier, and th(‘ different public offices were filled witlx men, whose 
indijrence and dependence rendered them implicitly obedient to the 
dictates of government !” 

t A Mahoniedan historian famed for his impartiality, named Go- 
launi Hossein Khan, is loss tender than Mr. Rickards for the fate of 
the Great Mo^ul. In his able work, entitled “ A View of Modern 
Times,"’ he says, “ when the EmperurJ Shah Alluin was carryings on 

war 
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the East-India Company again rescued the Mogul from 
])overty and imprisonment, fixed him at Delhi with the 
name and title of emperor, and a revenue of fifteen lacs of 
riijiees per annum ; certainly less than before, but still so 
great as four hundred guineas a day ! Will Mr. Rickards 
still continue to assert, that this is tyranny, or ra- 
pacity ? 

I turn now to give the same author’’s description of tin* 
Mahratta governors, whom he states to have been “ (jiiite 
equal to the Mussulmans in the drcndful atrocities they 
perpetratetl, and the devastating ravages with which they 
deso]at(‘d the countries through which tliey passed ; their 
route being easily traced by ruined villagi‘s and destroyed 
cultivation ; ])lundering as they went along, and seizing, 
by violence or by treacliery, all that was valuable or con- 
ducive to their present security or ulterior views ; con- 
trolled by IK) fixed laws, and by no better sensi‘ of right 
than the ])ower ol' the sword.*’*’ 

“ The districts,’^ Mr. Rickards, contitiues, “ which 


war against the English natien on the plains of Aziinabad, it \v.is 
made known that tlio ernpenu' desipu‘<l to inarrli thitluT in j)rrson. 
Although the inhnhitants had n*<a‘ived no henefits from liim, tliey 
seemed to liuve hut one lieart and om‘ voice on the oc'casion ; hut 
wiien he arrivi'd amonj^st them, and tliey experii'iici'd trom his pro- 
iliiJI'ate olhcers and disorderly troops the most shameless acts of (‘xtor- 
titni and op])ression, whilst on the other hand ohsrrvrd thr tfoud 
fdUilKcl (nui strict discipline <rf' the Knplish artn/p the njju-i rs of irhich 
did 'not suffer a Idad^- of p mss tip bo spoiled, and no hind ipf injury done 
to the feeblest peasant, then, indeed, the sentiments of tlie people 
changed, and the loyalty A\ hich they once hore to the emja'ror was 
transfei’reil to the hhiglish, so that when Shah Allum made his second 
and third expeditions they loaded him with imprecations, and jirayed 
for victory to the English.'’ 

* The quant ity of ]dunder, and the value thereof, abstracted at 
various times from the Hindoos, is detailed with much minuteness by 
JVIr. Itickards ; and it must astonish every one where such immense 
treasures could be had, and how speedily they were re-c(dlected, did 
we not know what a salient power there is in llindostan, and how 
rapidly the nmst destructive disasters are recovered Irom by an indus- 
trious peojile, of commercial habits, ami few wauls. 



resisted, were overrun with fire and sword, the inhabitants 
tortured and murdered, and the country left a dreary waste, 
to fort'warn others of their fati* if not averted by ready 
coni})liance with these lawless exactions/''* 

The annexed sketch of Mahratta barbarity affords 
melancholy illustration of the dreadful state to wlueli the 
oreat mass of the ])eo})le were reduced by the combined 
barbarities of the Mussulmans and the Mahrattas, from 
whicli, in a fc‘W years, tliey were so l)a])))ily rescued by the 
East-lndia (V)m])any : — 

DesvrtptUiii of the JSIahratta conque^if of Dethl^ by Mr. 
Rirkard^s . — ‘‘ In 1 7o9, Alxlallah a<^ain lui nc-d his attcMition 
towards llindo^tan ; and in ITW made liimself master of its 
devoted capital. He laid the city under heavy contributions, 
and enforc(‘d the collection with such rii»*our and cruelty, 
that the unfortunate inhabitants, tlriven to despair, took u)) 
arms. ^Jdu* Persian ordered a gerieral m(ess((en\ tehii'h., 
without intermission.^ lusted seren, days, d'iu* jeh'ulhss 
guards of Abdallali were not even then glutted with 
slaughter; but the stench of the dead bodies drove tJieJii 
out of the city. A great ])art of the buildings were at 
the same time reduced to ashes; and many tliousands wlio 
had esca])ed tlie sword, suffered a lingering death by 
famine, sitting uj)on the smoking ruins of their own 
houses. 'J'lius the iin])erial city of Delhi, wliieli in the 
days of its glory extended thirty-four miles in length, and 
was said to contain two millions of people, became almost 
a heap of rubbish. But this was not all ; for the Maft^ 

• The uninformed Knglisli reader musf l)e told, tliaf tin* Afahrattas 
are a part of those Mr. Jtiekards terms ** mild, peaeeahle, honest 

Hindoos, capable of evc'ry virtue and ev(‘ry acipiin'inent that can 
adorn the luirnan mind !’* But lie admits, in atiotln^r place, that the 
character of the Mahrattas has riur hrvn, as it still is, that of the 
rapaaious plundcrem / vol. i. p. iJbJ). 
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rattas liad now marched towards Delhi, to opjx)se Abdallah 
vvitli an army of 200,000 cavalry. On their approach 
Abdallah evacuated the city, which the Mahrattas imme- 
diately entered, and filled every quarter of it with devasta- 
tion and death. Not content with robbing the miserable 
remains of Abdallah’s cruelty of every thing they possessed, 
they stripped all the males and females naked, and wantonly 
whipped them through the streets. Many now prayed 
for death as the greatest blessing, and thanked the hand 
which inflicted the wound. Famine began to rage among 
the unfortunate citizens to such a degree, that men fled 
from their dearest friends as from beasts of prey, for fear 
of being devoured. Many women devoured their own 
children ; while some mothers of more humanity were seen 
dead in the streets, with infants still sucking at tlieir 
breasts.’’’* 

Many other quotations might be adduced to sup{)ort 
Mr. iliekards’’ descriptions of the Mahrattas, were it neces- 
sary."j‘ Mr. R. states also, with reference to the mild 
and amiable *” Hindoos in general, that their govern- 
ments bear as full and distinct a stamp of covetousness 
and rapacity, of the love of power, and disregard of the 
means of ac(jiiiring it, as any of the Maliomedan states 
— that they have ever been, as they now are, in })rinciple 

and ])ractieal operation, ]nire despotisms and that the 
Brahmins, by whom theaflairs of the Hindoo governments 
are almost wholly directed, have never yet been sparing of 

• Rickards’ India, vol. i. p. 218 

t After the fall of the JMo^hiil power in TIindostan, Rajpootanii 
became a prey to the Mahrattas, who visited tiie <*ountry annually, 
to plunder and exact contributions ; and whose proj^ress was conse- 
qut'iitly marked by the greatest enormities. — Rirkards" Lndia^ vol. i. 

p. 233. 


\ Vol. i. p. 225. 


§ Ihid. 
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luinian bloocl,^ nor of the arts of treachery and intrigue, 
when power or dominion were to be accpiired, which they, 
like tlie Mahoinedans, etjually believe to be a gift frotn 
heaven, and victory a sure proof of success.’"‘|- 

Many formidable bands of Hindoos, who, like the Mali- 
rattas, gloried in the ‘‘ inestimable advantage of liaving 
a finger in every man's dish," afford ample scope for details 
of cruelty and devastation ; such, for instance, as the 
formidable freebooting Pindarries, who, congregated as an 
immense army of mounted robbers and ruffians, sjiread 
ruin throughout a great part of India, and I’equired all tlie 
talents of the Marquis of Hastings, and tlie largest British 
force ever brought into the held, for their suppression. 
Even now" (in 1832), a band of terrific robbt^rs named 
(V)olies, and professional murderers called Tluigs (com- 
posed principally, as regards the leaders, of Brahmins), are 
creating alarm and destroying property about Mirzapore 
and Benares — so difficult is it to calm and settle a people 
who had long been the projiagators of anarchy, and who 
lived by crime and bhxxlshed I 

The general tendency of Mr. Rickards' work, when 
ridiculing the insjhred high-priests of the temple in 
Leadenhall-strect,”J is to prove that the British adminis- 
tration of India has but slenderly alleviated the rigour 
of the des]3otisms under which the Hindoos have so long 

• dialjolicriil pnictittcs of infunticiclo, female eremntioi), and 

human cremation, all of which are encouraji^ed by the Brahmins, sufli- 
cieiitly illustrate tl)is position, independent of Mr. Rickards’ note 
from (’olonel Wilks’ acu’ount of Mysore, rtdating- to the IJindoos tor- 
turing’ their (‘nemies, decoratin^^ their goddess with a necklace of 
human skulls, and a wreath composed of the noses and ears of their 
captives.” However such harbarity may he palliated hy <*oijsiderin{^ 
the persecutions to which the Hindoos were sul)jected by the Maho- 
medans, it is rather stretching a point too mueb to be trontinuallv 
lauding them as the most virtuous, humane, amiable, and civilized 
people on earth ! 

t Vol. i. p. 229. 


t Vol. i. p. ()9. 
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groaned/’* I cannot, therefore, close this chapter witlioiit 
adducing the testimony of the author before nit' respecting 
the governments of the minor princes who were to be found 
scatteivd over various ])arts of India, and who, according 
to Mr. Rickards and ('oloncl Wilks', are accused of pri- 
vately assassinating hundred ]n*iests (the only number 
they could collect together vvlio would trust tliem), Avliile 
passing from the audieiiec'-hall into a ])reU'ndcHl refreshment 
chamber, because they o])posed themselvt'S to the moderate 
request of a tax upon oj)ening a door — or of surrounding 
with large bodies of cavalry any c;ommunity of tlieir sul>- 
jects who sliewed tlie least resistance to oppression i-f- 


The petty prhieea of India, described by Mr. Rickards, 
— The kiiigdom of Mysore, which arose out of the ruins 
of Vijeyanuggur, exhibits also a like origin in military adven- 
ture and blood, and in a similar series of intriguing usur- 
pations, murder, and conquest.” — Each petty chic‘f, by 
counterfeiting grants from Delhi, laid his claim to dis- 
tricts;]; the country Avas torn to ])ieces with civil Avars, and 
groaned under every species of domestic confusion ; vil- 

* Notwithstanding this, Mr. Rirkards tolls tho Sclort ( M)ininittoos 
of llu* Houses of Lords and (/oiiiinonH in and the Hoard of 

Control in that thr Rest- India Cn'mpanij nrr ihr rnrij Jitir.sl, 

agents trJiitdi his ]\lali\stjfs Ministers ean entrust the yorei'ii'nient uf 
India for the future ; wliile he has written two lar^e volumes to 
shew that tlu'ir past administration is no luMter tlian any of tlieir pre- 
decessors. ISly hif^h opinion of JNIr. H iekards will lie found in tlie woi'k 
which T liav(' \M itten on the Tea-trade, ]), l.'JJ • il is, therefore, exceed- 
ingfly painful to have* to note discre])ancies wliiidi materially atl’eet 
either horn of the dilemma Mr. H . may ultimatedy fix on. ft is, \ 
think, evident that his ^^enerous <'nthusia''m for freedom in pfditics 
has blinded him, as much as his self-interest in commercial matters 
has swayed his judj*’inent ; in fact, his plan of reform for the home 
and foreign government of India, stamps him as as a dangerous par- 
tizan. t Vol. i. p. 

J In the Carnatic, for example, no less than twenty petty chiefs 
assumed the title of Nabob. One of these “ intriguing sinners’’ 
took the <-ognomen of Rizain-nl-Mutk (composer of the state) ; but 
the country exhibited, as Mr. R. says, a scene of boundless exaction 

and 



lainy was practised in every form ; all law and religion 
were trodden under foot; the bonds of jnivatc' friendship, 
of connexions, as well as of society, were broken;^ and 
every individual, as if amidst a forest of wild beasts, could 
rely u})on nothing but the strength of his own arin.^'* 

Another set . — The Polygars, like the n(»rthern zeniin- 
dars, were originally military adventurtTs, or leaders of 
banditti, or revenue or police officers employed under 
former governments, and who, availing themselves of times 
of weakness or distress, or the absence of a controlling 
force, established themsi'lves in tlu ir respective districts. 
Each Polygar, in ])roj)ortion to tiie extent of his jurisdiction 
and power, Jiad forts and military retainers, and exercised 
within his owm limits all the powers of an Asiatic desj)ot. 
In the history of the Pollams (the districts governed by 
the Poligars), anarchy, misrule, lawless power, insurrec- 
tions, civil and external wars, ravages and famines, are tlu‘ 
most prominent features. When the contribution de- 
manded by a Poligar, the amount of which depended on 
liis conscience, was resisted or not (juietly submitted to, it 
was enforced by torture and the whip ; the whole village 
was put in confinement ; ^nery occupation interdicted ; tlie 
cattle pounded; the inhabitants taken captive into tlic 
pollam lands, or mtmlered; in short, every species of 
outrage continued to be committed, until the object of the 
Poligar was acconiplislied.’’ (P, 485.) 

nnd rn[)afity on tlio ])art of iioverniiiofit and its of evasion on 

tliat of its inliahitanis, or of rollisiori betw^eon tliein and the }uibJi(r 
servants, wliilt* tht* revenue diminished oven with tiie eultix ation. 

• An extraet from Mr. Orme’-s w'orhs wnll sliew tin' general inse- 
curity of private rights under the government of the petty princes ; — 

The mechanic or artificer will only work to the measure of his neces- 
sities : he dreads to he distinguished. If he hecoines too noted for 
having acquired a little more money than others of his craft, that will 
he taken from him ; if conspicuous for the excellence of Ins skill, he 
is seiz(‘d upon by some person in authority, and obliged to work for 
liim night and day on much harder terms thnn his usual labour ac- 
quired when at liherfy." — T^iudc I. eli.ip. iv 
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Another Specimen* — “ In the nortbern circars, when 
they came into the Company’s possession, not only the forms 
but even the remembrance of civil authority seemed to be 
totally lost ; tlie Zemindars had all forts and armed forces 
for their defence, ilie more powerful usiiif]^ tlieir force as 
opportunities favoured to extend their ))ossessions, and 
swallow u]) minor zemindaries.” 

One more instance . — The .Taghire* was twice invack'd 
by Ilyd(T Ali, once in 17f)8, and again in 1780. In the 
latter, more especially, tire and sword seemed to contend 
for j)re-(!mincnce in t)ie work of havoc and destruction. At 
the close of the w^ar in 1784, the country exhibited few 
signs of Itaving be(‘n inhabited, save in tl)e bones of mur- 
dered bodies, or the naked walls of villages and tcm))les, 
the melancholy remains of an almost unive)*sal conflagra- 
tion. To tlie miseries of a desolating war, succeeded a 
famine : death and emigration nearly depopulati‘d the 
country.” (Vol.i. ]>. 419.) 

Ibit why continue details at which the heart sickens.?^ — 
why rdatc furtlicr instances of one hundred tliousand 
men being put to deatli in void hfood in one day t — why de- 
scribe streets of cities made impassable by l^eaj)s of slain? — 
why describe tlie pitiless slaughter of thousands of mo- 
thers with their smiling infants at tlieir breasts? — why 
descrilie the fury of resjiectable citizens, Avho, beholding 
the pollution and ravishment of their Avives and daugliters, 
their Avealth seized by the hand of rapine, and they them- 
selves insulted, beaten, and abused, with one consent shut- 
ting the gates of their cities, murdering tlieir consorts and 
children, setting fire to their houses, and then rushing out 

* \ov\’ r;)l]('J ( n dF 10 M|nnrc rnilos in cx- 

If'Tit, j'ihI in till' iniiiM'dintn virlnitv ni‘ 
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like niadincni against their oneniics? — why, I ask, depict 
any more of scenes such as these, whicli every where crim- 
son the pa^'o of Indian history prior to our coiKjuest A 
eliristian and a ])hilanthro])ist would have said, tliat any 
])ower, Eiiro|)ean or Asiatic, that would have interfered to 
put a sto}) to such harrowing scenes would be entitlt‘d to 
the lii^liest approbation which man could bestow ; not thus, 
Jiowever, is it with tliose who can see no merit in that 
wliich does not originate with themsc'lves, or square witli 
tlieir notions of government. If the Kast-India, C'ompany 
had never added one sliilling to (he wcnllli of Jhigland, 
one inch of dominion to her crown, or one leaf of laurel 
to its glory, the mere circumstance of establisliing ])eace 
in a country such as India, wliicl) for countless ages had 
be‘en a prey to every s})ecies of atrocity which degrade' nu'u 
far below the level of the brutes, and which, under a less 
genial clime*, and fertile territory, w'oulel have ce)uverte3d 
the whole lanel into a howling wilderne'ss ; they w’e)ulel 
most assure'elly de'serve to be ranke'd among the noble'^t 
benefactors e)f the human race*. If, therefore, the subse*- 
(pient chapters shew' that they have prudemtly fullilletl 
the alme)st sacreel elutie*s which so extraorelinarily and un- 
expectedly elevedved pii them some better treatine'ut is 
due to them fi*om tlu'ir countrymen than an implicit 
reliance on stateme'uts, as destitute of de'cency as of truth, 
wdiich it has be'e'ii so much the fashion of late' to give cre- 
de'uce te), while it will be admitte'el that the acquisition 
of the Indian e'uqnre by Gre'at Britain has be'cn the 
grc'atest blessing ever conferretl oi^ that long distracte-d 
land. 

• Acoonlin"- to tlio profoiiiKl Mill, nn<l ronipre'lK'osivo Mujor Ilon- 
noll, rohcllioii, leiussafn's, anel l)arl)arons corujiM'sN, make up the 
history of ] 11(1 i;i from th(* remotost pf*rio(l. 



CHAPTER II. 


GREAT VARIETIES TN THE NATIVES OE INDIA; TIIETK 

CHARACTER INFLUENCED RY SOIL, ( LTMATE, FOOD, &C. 

RATHER THAN HY lOLTTlCAL INSTITUTES; OPINIONS AS 

TO THEIR UUAI-IEICATIONS FOR HIGH OFFICIAL SITUA- 
TIONS, AND IINAVOIDARLE POLK Y OF THE G0VP:RNMENT 
TN CAUTIOUSIA" INDIU’TING THEM INTO PLACES OF 
TRUST AND EMOLUMENT. 


There is scarcely any subject connected with India 
concerning which more misrepresentation exists, or which 
requires to he more tlioroughly known, than the character 
of its inhabitants ; before proceeding, therefore, to explain 
the nature of tin* government by wiiich tliey are con- 
trolled, it is necessary to say something as to their varie- 
ties, particularly as several authors speak of one hundred 
and twenty million of human beings as if they were one 
family,. and describe them after the maimer of Bisho]) 
Heher,* when he first visited the sliores of Bengal, 
Arigeli forent si essent Christiani 

* Th(* worthy and talented divine saw reason to correct this Augus- 
tine saying, as will he subsequently seen; and as to identity of eha- 
racter, he says, “It is a p’eat mistahe to su[)})oso that all India is 
peopled hy a single race, or lliat there is not as pfn*at a disy)arity be- 
tween the inhabitants of Guzerat, Bengal, the Dual), and the Beekari, 
both in lanfruaf^e, manners, and physiop-iioiny, as h(‘t\\een any four 
nations in Europe.’’ Vol. ii. p. 4011. — And a^ain : “ 'J’he inhabitants 
of the presideneies of Madras and Bombay and of the Deckan are as 
different from those nations which I have seen and from each other, 
as the French and Vortu^uese from the Greeks, Germans, and Poles.” 
P. .'180. — In the j^freater part of the Upper Provinces of Benpfal, the 
lanjrua^res of the body of the population are so little settled, that it would 
be extretnidy dlffieiiitto translate the Rep^nlat ions of Government into 
any lanp;iiam' that would be understood by them, unless a separate 
translatimj were made for every district. 
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It would be* * * § as ridiculous to speak of all the iidiabitants 
of lairo[)e as one race because they wear hats, shave, and 
arc* professedly christians, as it would be absurd to speak 
of the many millions yvho inhabit India as a single genus, 
because they all wear turbans, do not shave,* and are, in 
the aggregate, nominally disciples of Menu. In fact tiiere 
is a greater diversity of character and language,*)* among 
the native's of the* ])eninsidaof Asia, than in all Eurojx*. In 
the former we have the submissive and industrious Soodras ; 
the insidious and talent(*d Jlrahmins ; the* generous and ur- 
bane I'hakoors ; the andntious but sensual Mahomc*dan ; 
the warlike and cunning Alahrattas; the peaceful, money- 
changing Jains; the feudatory and high-s})irited ilajpoots; 
the roving and thieving Bhatties and (’attics the scru- 
pulously honest Parsces;!:) the lynx-eyed Jews;|| tlu' pro- 
fessionally murdering Thugs and Phansingars,^] the heroic 

* JJio Tlindods shave the lower lip — the JMuhomedons the upper 
lip, soiuetiiiies. 

t Mr. f/rawfiird, in liis Colonization pamphlet, admits that, “in 
India, there are at least thirty nations speaking us many distinet lan- 
guages. 'J’hore are se\erul forms of religion, and these again are 
l)roken dowr» into sects and <'ast(‘s, the followers of which are tiiJI of 
antipathies towards eaeli other. 'J'he Indian nati«)Tis are unknown to 
each otlier ; tlie Malirattas are as mneh strangers to the people oi 
llerigal (»r to those of the Carnatic, us we are; the Seiks are strangers 
to tlje Malirattas; and some fifteen million of Mahoinedans differ 
from each other in nation, in sect, and often in language.” Pp. 117 
and (IS. 

I Tiiese wandering outlaws worship the sun, and hold the moon in 
great veneration : Afr. Rickards compares them to the ancient (ler- 
inans as described by Tacitus. 

§ The character of these people for intelligence, morality, and true 
nobleness, will rank with that of any nation in the world. 

II The Jews are very numerous in India and China, and, like all 
Asiatic Jews, are distinguished from those of Europe by a peculiarity 
of feature arnl immense Roman noses. 

H 'J'he Phansingars of the south of India are professional mur- 
derers, like the Thugs. It is remarkable that in the latter community, 
which is composed of all castes. Brahmins are the most numerous, 
and they arc the directors of their horrid vocation. 



Goorklias ; the mercantile Armenians ; tlie freebooting 
Piiularries; the vindictive bnt grateful Nairs; the sedate 
Nestorians;* the filtliy Mugs; the self-proud Persians; 
the actively commercial Chinese ;"f .tlu‘ martial l)ut mer- 
cenary Sindeans ; intelligent Syrians ; bigotted Iloinan 
Catholics independent but des})otic Poligars ; fanatical 
Gosseins ; proscribc‘d Sontals; piratical Concanese ; traf- 
licking Banyans; turbulent M hairs and jMeenas; degra- 
ded Munniporeans ; sanguinary and untanu'able Coolies; 
(juaker-like Kaits;^ wild Puharrees;|| ])astoran\>dawars;^[ 
iisurit)us Soucars and Shrolfs outcast J^iriars ; ferocious 
Malays ; innocent Karians ; dissolute INfoguls ;tf peaceful 
Telingas ; anomalous Grussias; grasping Jauts (Jats) ; 
keen-sighted Bunnias;:t:| mendicant Byragies ; jesuitical 

* Tins s(‘c*t of ancient Christians are very nuinerons in the south 
of India. 

t 'rhis rxiraoi'dinary race an‘ very nninernus in Cahajtta, and tlu'v 
are onjiTossin^ all the arti;^an husiness to theins'^lves hy their superior 
industry and skill. 

I The Uoinan Oatholics in Ilindostan amount 1o alumt (>00,(10(1, 
^cattere(l over ditVeriMit parts ot the country , — [The iUndoos say that 
the Catholic toi'in of worshij) is «lerived from theirs.] 

§ 'fiu'y su])port each oth(‘r; not oih‘ is u?H‘(lucat('d, and thev are 
iU'MM- seen in a stat(* of iiMMidieitx or in a menial eapa<*ity ; they differ 
IVom (l)e “ Society of Friemis” in not ()ein^' strictly of a moral eha- 
Jarter. 

II This sinirular people inhabit the hilly country l)etweeri J^urdwan 
and Ho^Iipoor, and an* totally distinct from the inhabitants of the 
plains in features, lanp;-iia«;-e, reliii;ion, and eivilizat Ion. They Jiave 
no eastes, can* nothinjr for the Hindoo faith, do not worship idols, 
and, imdt‘r the Jiiana^ement of smrh men as the late JNlr. Oleveland or 
Mr. ( -harles (Hass of l5ogli|>oor, would form some of 1 he most useful 
suhjeets iu the Company’s dominions. 

This tribe huv(* a stroup^ reseinhlaiuai to the uneient Romans. 

•* Rankers and money-brokers ; they are usually possess(*d of 
immense wealth. 

ft The (litifiy-whiti! colour of the Moguls f>f the north-west pro- 
vinces is as displeasing* to tile eye as their filthy licentiousness is to 
the mind. 

'I’he rt'tail deah'is and petty dealers of (’entral India, who form 
an exteijsiva* and useful class of society. 



Charuns and nnnstn‘l Hhats; avaricious Mewattics; rest- 
less and depraved Soondics ;* well-trained lighting Arabs 
and Patans ;-f* connnereial llringaries and Lodanahs ; | abo- 
riginal Gonds and^ in fine, tribes of Sours, Haugries, 
Moghies, (ioogurs, G vvarriahs,|| &c., too numerous and 
diversified to depict, and presenting if not a similar 
number of languages, a corresponding diversity of dia- 
lects, and a com])lete distinction in manners, customs, and 
occupations ; to speak therefore of the inhabitants of the 
])euinsula of Asia as we would of those of the peninsula 
of Kurope, denotes either the height ol“ igrioi*ance or of 
intentional misre])resentation. 

It is the faslnou of tlu* present day to ascribe the cha- 
racter of nations to the nature of institutions under which 
they live, and therefore Mr. Rickards and other authors 

* 'TIk* illegitimate* <l(‘sceii(lants of the* lhij])oot‘>, wlio an* lookt'd 
(i|ioii M-illi (lisoiist ])y every other eoimimiiity for their hahitual and 
numerous viees. 

+ The Arabs and Tatans an* mereenary seddit'is, and, like* me>^t 
e)t leers of the warlike; jerofession, reaely te) light feer lliose* wlee> ])av 
the*m best. 

+ J hey lise* always in tents, have* nee leeenie*, tiade* in grain, with 
Axliiedi thev travel I’renn eenintry to eenmtry, eer fe>l]ow the* roiilt- ot 
armies, whee, in their most fie'iea* (•(mlesls, eonsiele*r tliese* valuable 
attemlants as ue*utral.s. The*ir elress aT)d usages a?’e peeiiliar, and they 
pi'e'serve* a riiarhe*el separatiem anel imh*j)e*nde*iice. 

Tlie* (le)nds, u'h(*n*ver they an* neit e-ennpletely nneler eenr eoir 
tre»l, still continue to offer to their deities liumuii saeriti<*e*s. 

II 'J'hese peoj>le sup])e>rt theiiis**|v(‘s l>y ste*uliiig woim*u and children, 
to se‘11 ! Under the extension of British swa\, tlii'v an* fust disaj>' 
gearing. 

^1 "J'he meedern elialee*ts eif tndia, according- te> tlie last editiem eef 
llamilteen's (ila/e*tteer, are the Uineleistany, Be*ngah*se, Uashrtierian, 
Deegura, Oeeeh, Sifjely, Cutc-h, (hijeratty, (hnuranese, Piinjahy, Hica- 
nere, JNIarwar, Jev])e)or, Oeleyjaeeer, Tlareewty, Malwa, Breej, hundle- 
eundy, IVlahratta, IVTagaelha, Koshala, JMaithala, Nepaulese*, Orissa, 
Telinga, Carnata, and Tamul, 

•* '.riic writer e)f tins work, in order that he* might. ]>e*tter trace the 
rennote causes of the eliaraeter ed‘ natie)ns, made* a largo eedlection of 
the* skulls e)f different })e*eiph*, a j)e»rtie)n of whi«*h an* ne)W in the museum 
at (hdeutta 'J’he iiuirkeel varief\ in the tTunial eonliguration of the 

Hindoos, 



contend that all the East-India Eompany have to do is to 
give perfect political liberty to tlie people of India, and 
as they are “capable of every virtue and every accjuire' 
ment that can adorn the human mind,''* tlie fruits of such 
will Ixi immediately developed. 

Mr. Hickards will permit me to say that I have met 
among the dark coloured races of Asia and Africa, indi- 
viduals wliose personal prowess, mental ijualifications, aiul 
moral worth, would })lace them in the highest standard 
among their Euroj)can brethren ; but while the remem- 
brance of those are to me a ])ure dc‘light, such as tlie 
green turf and limpid bnxik is to tlu‘ wearied traveller in 
the desert, on which memory loves to linger, I cannot, in a 
comprehensive view of the condition of the peojde of 
India, think that it is in the jiowc r of the C'ompany's 
government, by a talismanic touch, to alter the sttthd 
habits which ages have jmj)rinted on the nations subject to 
tlieir sway- I ask those who contend for the homogenous- 
ness of human character, have we not variety in climates, 
in soils and in minerals; — in vegetables, in fish, in insects, 
birds and animals, subject to certain defined laws and in- 
fluenced by natural causes ? Why should it be other- 
wise with men who, in colour, physiognomy, stature, 
speech, gesture, habits, music, f find mental as well as 

Hindoos, the Hnrinoso, the Chinese, New Hollanders, Europeans, 
Malays, African Negroes, &c,, astonished all who saw them. "J’he 
dift’erence between the Burmese and the Hindo(», for instance, con- 
sists in the occipital hone of the latter being (juitc ghibular ; and in 
the other so flat, that th(‘ skull rests on a hroad linsf\ fn the New 
Hollandc'r the top of tin* skull, at the junction of the parietal bones, 
is like a steep-sloping roof {>f a house : in the. northern African it is 
like the top of 'J’able-nionntain at the Cape of Cood Ifope. Every 
nation having marked traits of eliaraet(*r, no matter what may he 
their political institutions, present similar peculiar formations of tlj(! 
mental case. 

* Bi< kards' India, vol. i. p.2blb 

+ Every nation lias a distinct character in its inusii'. 



phvMcal peculiarities, present such an extraordinary diver- 
sity that no two persons were ever found alike?* To 
make, ther(‘fbre, pditical institutions absolute, when nature 
is neither uniform nor homogeneous, is absurd, so long as 
Omnipotence impresses on everything earthly a varying 
ehar:u*li‘r ; thus nations submit thems(‘lves to laws adapted 
to the peculiarities of the country they inhabit, and the 
tastes with which their Creator has endowed them. 

If political freedom were the grand cause for producing 
a complete develojanent of every virtue wliich can adorn 
the mind,’*’ and thus forming, if 1 may so term it, a mono- 
tonous <Hs])lay of extreme morality, the reverse would 
nec essarily ensue under ])olitical despotism, when we should 
i‘X))ect to lind a moiiotony of vice ])ro]>or tinned to the 
tyranny of the ruling power ;*f- but the unjustness of this 

* Imch ill tlic sniiu’ hmiily u'(‘ find no two individuals liavinjj^ 
^iiiiilar eharactori'^tics. Notwillistandinir all llu* I'fi’orts of education, 
Wf find a ditlertUM'c in moral qualities as well mental |)tnvers. In 
hand- writing e\en, in the intonation of the voice, in irait, in animal 
j»i'o|»ensities ; and this distinetion lieeomc's the more marked, if w e 
<'om|)are two brothers with the nation of which they form apart; 
w hile a wider line of demarcation is seen on iMunparin^ tin* people of 
tlie nation, in the a^i^re^ate, with the jx'ople of oilier and distant 
clinu's. 

t Italy is a ease in point: the iron heel of despotism presses ou 
e\ery part of that classic land, l^iit tfie inhahitants of the north are 
essentially different from those of the south: the former produces the 
host soldiers, tlie hitter the k<‘enest polifieians; — the peopleof the one 
are industrious, peaceful, of tamer manners, and, if 1 niav so ex- 
}>r(‘ss inv meaniiic-, domestiratvd ; those of the other, of a wild and 
stormy temper, j^fenerons but revenj^cful, capable of the most lieroic 
as w ell the basest deeiis, of an uiwultivatcd g^eiiius and impatient of 
disrijiline ; a country, in fact, where 

“ The virp^iiis are soft as (lie roses they tw ine, 

“ And all, save the spirit of man, is divine.” 

Althoup;Ii both are considered the regions of paintinp; and poesy, yet 
fh(‘ soutlu'ru genius far excels the northern in boldness of eonception 
and ma^nifieence of <*omposition -as the writings and w'orks of 
i>aiit«', Tasso, and INlaidiiavelli, of Kaphael, Salvator Rosa, and 
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j)roposition scarcely requires to he (lemon st rated. Knp;- 
land at the present moment enjoys a large ))ortion of ])oli- 
tical liberty, and it has been augmenting froni year to vear 
since tlie revolution ; hut crime has, nevertlieless ])rogres- 
sively increased. Denmark exists undiT a pure — nav, ^sliat 
is more extraordinary, a voluntary des})otism, and Austria 
under complete absolutism ; yet the virtue of the ])eople 
ranges as high, if not higher, than that of any nations in 
the world. 

In fact, it is one of tlie fallacies of the age to think that 
mere juditic'al institutitnis are all that is recjiiired to fasluon 
out a whole peoph' ; as much as to hold forth that a nation 
mav become instantly rich by acting on the j)rinci|)les of 
Adam Smith, no matter what advance it may luive made in 
agriculture, scienci*, or manufactures. 

"Why is it that such a striking difference is manifested 
between the inhabitants of a low, liot, and damj) region, 
and the people of an e levated, cool, and dry atmosphere ? — 
between the timid Bengalee and the brave l{aj})oot, the 
phlegmatic Dutch and the sanguine Swiss? — between the 
eommereial ('hinese and the eompiering 'Ihirtar; tlie latter 
being bold, warlike, and independent, glorying in deeds 
of hendsm, — 


iUichajl (l<uioii.sfruU‘ ; imd <il' a iiinrc ancit nl (kite, tlioso of 

Oirsiir, (Jicero, u lio owt* ihcir to tli(‘ Miunicr 

clinic. \V hciKT, then, marked contrasty 'J'Ik; political institu- 

tions, the ludi^^ion, the lant;uniie is eoinnion to all ; hnt the eliinatc 
and soil are essentially different. 'J'he north is a fertile, <'hainpa^»^ra* 
territory, intersected by niiinerj)us ri\ers, cultivated to an a.stouishini» 
detrree*, covered with wide’ and hacd roads, m'ver-i'ndinj; avenin's, 
and thickly-jiopnlated towns and villa^^es, with a hi^»-hly luxuriant luit 
dull and sleepy landscape ; the south is <'rowned with pur])le-tin<rcd 
mountains and trohlen-edp^ed clouds, <liversified witli inaeeessihle and 
stupendous crajifs, foaming- torrents, Cashiueriun vah*s, wild hutlieau- 
tifid forests, and a scemery wliieh presents the most splendid pictures 
at ev(‘ry step. Is it a mattcu* of wonder that tin* character of men 
inhabiting such different countries should he dissimilar I'" 



“ Wlio, for cun sock th’ a})j>r()ao>jin^“ fiirkt, 

“ And turn wlvat s»»mo doom danuT^'r tc) dolii>hl ; 

“ W ill) s(*t‘k wlrat onnoiis slum with more than zeal, 
“ And wIh'H' the iVcIdoT' faint ran only ft*ol — 

“ Kt'('), to tin' ri<ifi*r ho'-oin's inino'<t core, 

“ J'hoir hopos awakon uinl thoir spirits soar ; 

“ No dr<‘ad of death if with thoiii die their foes, 

" Sa\e lliat it si'Cliis o’on diiller tlian repose! " — 


the fonner a eowardly, ]):u*ific, and even servile race, prone 
to siijKM-stition, addicted to coinpliinents, and extrava^^ant 
in all the littleness attendino' tlie ccnenionials of belia- 
\ ionr ? 

lI()^v comes it that nations of extensive* power and great 
wealth, such as lionn* and (ireeee, huAe allowed their 
lihc'rtii's to pa-s from thi'm, and gradually and silently sub- 
mitted to the te'rrilie yoke of shnery — to the nuntotonoiis 
despotism of one man ? 1 low can we t'xplain the monu- 

mental eiyilization of* the ancients, the bare ruins of which 
excite the admiration of millions — a eiyilization which 
induced its ])romoters to raise colossi for altars, to erect 
mountains for mausoleums, and wonderfully to excavate tlie 
vt*ry earth in forming temples for divinity A\diy is it 
that we find in liistory natums, more i‘speeially tliose of a 
warm clime, numerous and enterprizing, passing tlirongli 
every stagt* of* ]n'()s]>erity — then, by an une\j)eeted and 
iiK'vitable revolution, losing all traces of their former gran- 
di‘ur, and sinking into the condition of serfs ? 

* 1<'nipl('s of I^uxor uiul Curnak, the* Ptoh)ine{iii pyramids, the* 
ni\ ''l(‘|•iolls ruins ill Mexico, the* rock -e'eit and sple*ii(lid ])at;'odas evitliiu 
till' howi ls of the* e'ai’lh luiel eni its surfaeu* in llineh>stim, wemld almeist 
st'ciH to atte*st the* e'\isU'ne*e* <d* a race of 'J'itans, u hose* ‘^i^’antic 
Works, fshronde'd in tlm elarkne'ss of a«re*s and ele*fyinii* the* < leva station 
of time', painfiillv strain emr imaginations in 'eeinje'e'liire's, which are* 
st'are'cly nieire* than pre)hle*nialie*al, hnl wliich impress the* fact on our 
minds tliat the* architcclnre* of menus we* ap])roach the treipics is mewe 
eolossal and imposing' ; while* as we* aeleanec toWiirds the nen‘tUe*rn 
and sonihern pol(*s, it is far less spleiieiiel, lueu'e* oeuivenieiit, hut per 
ljaj»s he'tti'i fmishce!. 
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In truth, however advantageous political liherty be for 
man — and no one contends for it more than tlie author of 
tliis work — we must seek some other cause for the diversities 
whicli distinguish his national ehar^^ctcr. In some coun- 
tries the eartli, by incessantly-continued culture, unre- 
freshed by natural or artificial irrigation, ceases to produce 
the elements necessary to the formation of tlu* nutritive sap 
of vegetables, and a deleterious clieniical combination takes 
place, which exhales odours either innocuous or destructive 
of animal as well as of veg(^table life. Thus whole regions 
are slowlv de})opulated, and tlie (*arth, r(.‘turning to its 
primitive* state, re(|uires time and rc.*?/, before it be again 
capable of adequately su])porting a given number of the 
human race : but, during the interval, vegetables and 
animals, but more es])ecially man, rapidly deteriorate. 
This is strikingly observable in the Maremmes of Tuscany, 
and several places where there are no nuKsh exhalations. 
In other countries, on the contrary, nature suhdiu's civili- 
zation by a different process. An energetic and all-])owi*r- 
ful principle of vegetable life increases in the ratio of the 
destruction of human life. Dwarfish plants assume a 
gigantic form ; ordinary-sized shrid)s become lofty forest- 
trees ; dense and luxuriant masses of foliage, u])held by 
interminable vines, and interspersed with every variety of 
the richest flowers, on all sides present iinmense umbra- 
geous canopies; the earth, if barely scratched, produces 
maize sixteen feet high, and other farime of nearly equal 
size, while innumerable descriptions of wild animals and 
fruits are every where around ; the carpet of nature is at 
all seasons green, and bedecked with the lovely flowrets 
which usually decorate the lawm, while the sky is un- 
clouded, and the air of apparent delicious bland ness. But 
amidst this unbounded profusion and loveliness, this ter- 
restrial Eden, as regards the halntation of human beings. 
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is n (iesert ! The sliaft of death, with an unerring aim, 
is home on thel)reeze ; and man — stunted, emaciated, and 
wretched — only slu‘ws himself in a hostile attitude, to con- 
tend for lus miserable existence with the wily tiger, the 
ferocious buffalo, or the majestic lion ! 

Tliese organic changes or local peculiarities of the soil 
wlience food is derived will more easily account for the 
transition or formation of national character than political 
institutions, whicli are not even such j)owerful modifiers of 
the iniiul vlz systems of firmly-believed religion or expan- 
sive education. To deliberate, therefore, seriously on 
instantly engrafting the enlightened and liberal principles 
of Fmglishmtai on the superstitious and bigotted Hindoos, 
witlioiit first eoiicliing them for the moral cataract which 
yet dims their mental vision, is, liowever ])hilantbropic, 
^isionary in the highest, and indeecl most mischievous, 
degree ; for, in tlie body politic as in the body corporate, 
an injudicious attempt to increase tlie strength not only 
retarils t!u‘ dtsired object, but frequently superinduces 
diseases fatal to life ; and it \vould be as erroneous to siij)- 
pose that a man rireiving sight after thirty years’ blindness 
could iiiiinediatel V distinguish colours and compute dis- 
tances, as that a })eople, after enduring a despotism of 
centuries, wliich Imtl benumbed their energies and cloudeil 
their faculties, could, by a mere legislative ordinance, 
beconu* ivstored to the healthy and benelicial enjoyment 
of both. 

It is therefore ])erfectly ridiculous ro hear the blame 
which has been cast on the Authorities for not having 
innuediately thrown open the highest t)ffices in the state to 
the natives of India. Those who make tliis allegation 
either know little of India, or less of human nature. Of 
the former, y/r.s7, because the diversity of people there is 
exceedingly great, and they are all jealous of each other : 
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the believer in Krishna is averse to a projxi^ator of the 
Koran being placed in aiitliority over him, and rhv rrrs/i. 
— Secondly. The same argument liolds good of the nume- 
rous tribes and sects Avhom I have described at the begin- 
ning of this cha})ter : again, many possessed of the higlu'^t 
integrity are neverthele>s deficient in mental tpialiflcations,^' 
and rive versa. Also, thirdly^ the inliabitants of a pro- 
vince or district are much irritated at a nati\(' of anothe r 
province being ))lace'd in aulhoritv over them : this is 
within the knowle^dge of all wlio e‘\er paid the slightest 
attention to tlie fee lings of the nation at large. 'I'he' people* 
of (’entral India dre-ad tiu* Hindeisand iMahoine*dansof the 
Deckan and Hindostan ; anel the Jlengalers, altliough in 
several instances (jualiiied ft)r olHce if removed bevond the* 
coiTii))ting sj)herc of family influence, are lookeul down on 
with contempt in tlie Fp])er and We'stern ib'ovinees. — 
Fourthly. In a country where the ])ride of ancestry and 
purity of birth are looked on as su})e‘ri()r to e\erv other 
consideration, the appointmeait to higjj oHice* of men who, 
although eligible by ivason of taleait and honesty, had 1)V 
means of their ancestors been raise‘d to we alth and ap])are*]n. 
respe*ctability during the stormy period which preceeU'd 
our rule, the a])pointme*nt of such would excite* the 
stronge’st feedings of detestation and elisgust in thousands.-f- 
— Fifthly. The most unfavoui'able opinions are forrne’d of 
the English government, when its sulmrdinatcs art* corru))t 
and tyrannical ; the difficulty of de^tecting such, among the 
native civil officers in India, is well known, and the dire.*ful 

* In(lf*(‘el tlic ii;iti\'cs (;f India the in(»st acute minds, are 

in jj-eneral tijosc wlio do nea nnd<*rstjind tlie Kn^-lisli la!)i:^nage. 

I This has been felt })y tlie native offu-ers in oui‘ army, who were 
much mortified wlieneviT they saw or dieard of their eounti wnen, 
inferior to them in hirth, placed over tlieni in eivil situations. It 
may he said, Tlnm li't tlu* native offieer he laised also." Hut it 
should he reeol](*eted that the civil jiower has hecn hehl [>redominant 
In India from unr tirst actpiisition of rule 



injiisti(T wiiic-h llioy causod at Alhiluihad and (’awnp)ro, 
in coidiscatin^ tlie landed property of a whole province, is 
a nu‘laiicholy case in |)<>int. 

Kespecting tlie otlier censiirers on tliis topic, they must 
iiuUvd liave profited little by the length of years which has 
been vouchsafed to them, not to know that slaves make the 
worst masters, or they should reflect, in their virtuous 
ellbrts for the gi'iieral good, that government may, by a 
well-meant but partial benificence, materially im})e(le uni- 
versal welfiirc*, for the moment a native* vested with the 
slightest official autliority (as is i-orrectly o])serveil by the 
talented and benevolent author of C'c jitial India), he is 
well known to stretch it, in the absence of his su])erioi\ to a 
degree which is almost incredible, unless to those who have 
witnessed the passiveness aiul arroganee of tlie ruled and 
ruling nalivi's, arising from the lengtlnaied bondage and 
misrule to which they have been so long and so fatally 
subjected. 

On this point I have the powerful testimony of Mr. 
ilickards himself, as to the dreadful tyranny of nati\e 
subordinates when the eountry fell into our power, and, as 
Mr. lliekards jU'^tly observes, the settled habits of man 
cannot eliaiige like* the aspects of an April sky,^"^ he might 
have prudently withdrawn the rash and unjust as.sertion, 
that, “■ the Honourable C’ourt, the inspired high priests of 
the temple in Leaden hall-street, would liave the British 
public believe*, that a sv/// /-(/(’/// i state of clothing and star- 
vation is an obje'ct of iehilatrous worship te) the natives of 

India !^'t 

The following is the calmer and convetly expressed 
sentiments of a warm but injudicious advocate of the 
natives of India : — 







DifficiiUies hi the way of empUrying natives hi hi^h 
office^ iffitil ifctter educated and tniiiicd /or the duties 
thereof^ as eaqdahied tty J/r. Rickards'' words. — “■ In com- 
paring European with Indian society, it should also be 
renieinbered, tluit besides the grcatiT tyrants in tlieir re- 
spective spheres, the country was every where covennl with 
subordinate ollictrs, such as nabobs, dewans, roujt‘dars, 
amildars, tehsildars, jagheerdars, zemindars, j)oligars, 
tal(K)kdars, rajas, naiks, wadegars, and various others ; 
all of whom exercised their ])ouers in the same arbitrary 
sj)irit as jxTvadcd the liiglier de})artments of tlie state. 

“Many of these officers who were powerful enough from 
local causes, or the natural strength of the country they 
possessed, not only op])osed, but maintained their inde- 
pendence of the superior authority ; exercising in their 
little circles the rigours and caprices of (les])()ts, even to 
life and death, with impunity. In the territories contjuered 
or ceded to the Company's government, these persons or 
their descendants were still found to possess and to exercist* 
the same powers. Swarms of liar] )ies were llius sjiread in 
every direction, even to the mundils and ])otails of villagi*s, 
and tlespotism established, jis it were in detail, in every 
corner of the land. 

“ Power was here a license to plunder and to opyiress. 
Tlie rod of the opyiressor was literally omnipresent; neitlier 
persons nor property were secure against its persev(‘ring 
and vexatious intrusions. The common transactions of 
life became objects of punishment or extortion : — and no 
other princijiles being knowm or dreamt of in India than 
arbitrary power on the one hand, 'and abject submission on 
the other, a state of society was fixed and rooted in the 
manners, the poverty, and the ignorance of the peojili*, tif 
w hich no parallel nor resemblance is any w here to Ih‘ found 
in Euro])ean states. 



■■<H tlic oilici'iN n])ov(‘ iniMilioiicd (oliirr.-, inigiit \)v 
it ncjuisiti' to kc<‘|) in mind that thry all hchl 
{ lirir 'it nations at tin* v.ill and jilcasma* of tlu- ^()voi\'ign 
^idioiigh >()nu' ol“ tiu- olllci‘> wt'ia* c-onsid(Trd Jktu- 
ditar\, ^till tluax* \\as no sc'iairitv for tin* inlicritanc'o 
against th(‘ caprico of ndor*'. or tlu* ^ ioltaur of rivals who 
might sot tlnansrlvr.s n|> to oontost tho ])o.s^ossion. ■' 'llic 
sword was tlu‘ sole guardian of privati’ as of public I’ights. 
I'h'om this taitirc ab-i iico of security to tie.* uniincrru{)tc(.l 
cnjoymcnl of oliicc or j'ropcrtv, tin- holders of powaa*, from 
tile highest to the lowest, were naturally mor* rapacious in 
its e\erc‘ise ; rapaeitv bi'gat povcaiv, and ])o\ertv igno- 
raneva so tliat not an tdenient or ]>rineiple existed among the 
people to eo' iiitt'raet, to cheek, or to luitigale the rigoui>> o!' 
a tyranny which has thus trium]>]u‘d for ag’i‘5. in India, 
without cliange, or llu' means of changv' in itself; and eon* 
se(jiuaitl\ })v ivactioiu confirming the iinumtahiliiy of all 
submitted to its sway."*f* 

j\nv man who pretends to the sliglilest jn'(tviiv<tl iegisla- 
lative wi>(Ioin, would ask himself, before censuring tiie 
government Ibr not placing tlk* natives of' India in the 
highest situations, from what elas'' or conuminity the 

tiflieials’' wc're (o be scleeUxl ? Were men, who from the 
liighest to tile lowest'^ e(»nsidered “ /;r>/rer a license to plun- 
der and oppress,’’" to Ih‘ vesUal with an aulhoritv, whicli, 
according to iNlr. Rickards, wovdvi meet witli no t^lemenl 
or principle among tlu* people U) cviunteraet or cheek it, 

* 111 n note ti> this, Mr. Kiekanls details a <-ase to s||,>\v w lial 
seifsi* tin* AI alioluedaiis <‘i)tertt(iiMe<l ol tlie)i;^}it ot inheritaeee, even 
under tlie iMiijx'i'or SIkmc Kliaii, “ one of the ahh'si nu n ot in*' age, 
e/.r. that “ there were no In'ieditarv estates in India among IMaiio- 
nii'daiis, jof iliat all lands helonged to the kin^, w ineh lie ilis[)osed ol 
at pleasure, *' yt, Mr. R iekaials s^vs, “ that exeepling- the sanguinary 
part, tlu‘ Kast-India. ( oinp.iiiv itdlovv the example ol the iMulionu'- 
duns’/' 

+ Kickiirds' India, \<d. i. p. Jal. 
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abjt'ct submission bcino' fixed and rooted in Indian society 
for ao*cs 

From ainono' mem ^^ho. /urordino* to tlu* sanu' author 
(pai]^e4‘l), evhUnfcd ( Mr. Rickards makes it prcst'ut) "" one 
uniform picture oi' ])au])eri>m and deonjdation ; ]>raetisin‘;- 
evasion, fraud, and du})lieity ; equally lost U) the feelings 
of patriotism ; iiidifi’rrt nt to life and its concerns, and 
prone to imlolence and crime."' Was it, 1 seriously ask 
Mr, Rickards, from among such men tliat the (’ompanvVs 
government wen* to fill tlu* highest offices of the slater^ I 
venture to answer for Mr. Rickards in the iu‘gati\e, not- 
withstanding lus sarcasms against tlie monstrous and 
unnatural doctrines of tlu* ?c/.vc, yV/.v/, and adminis- 

tration of the Ifritish government." 

Any ])erson wiio has ever conversed with tlu* smallest 
cominunity of Indians must know, that thev would dr(*ad 
the idea of a native being jdaccil in liigh authority, as a 
judg(* or revenue officer, uncontrolled by the surveill.'uua* 
of an European functionary : tlu* precc'ding ([notation^ 
from .Mr. Rickards* work will ))artly explain the reason 
Avhy. Jlut before stating the nuasurcs and ])<»licy jjursued 
by the Coinjianv s govt'rnmeiu, to introduci* tie’ native's to a 
greater shai'e in the administration of the country than that 
which they now have. I will epiote laie or two othei* 
authorities as to their general character; of indixidual ex- 
ceptions, wl)ich ser\c but to makf the rule, I will hereaftej- 
say a fewv wanals. "liu* following o])inion of Rishoj) Heber, 
applies to a great part Wi*st(‘rn India: — 

Character of the UithiUas . — The Rohillas an* a eh'ver 
and animated race of people, but devoid of jirineiple, false* 
anel ferocious. Crimes are very numerous, botli of fraud 
and violence, and ])erjurv almost universal. When the 
• The itfiUcs an* Wr. Rickards’ <nvrj. 



first came hen* th(*y wore exeessiv(>ly (lisliki*(l, aiul 
very feu would no imieli as ‘ salani ’ t(j eilhoi ^( Ueral or 
magistrate; at present they are hrouglu int(» Intter ordei, 
and probably better reconciled to a go\ (Tununt, under 
which their condilioi\, m> far as traiujuillity and tlu* im- 
partial administration of justita* extend, has b(*eii greatly 
im])r()ved, and their land, from a mere desart to which 
the tyranny of Oude had reduced it, restored to its fornu'i 
state of cultivation and richness. But tlu* country is bur- 
thened with a crowd of la/v, profligau*, sull-called “ su- 
wars,’’ who, tliough many of tliem are not wortli a rupee, 
concrive it derogatory to their gentility and l*atan blood 
to apj)ly themselves to any lionest Industrv, and obtain, foi 
tile most part, a ])r(‘carious livelihooil, by spunging on tlu* 
industrious tradesmeu and farmers, on whom they lew a 
sort of *’ l)laek-mail,' or as hangers-on to the few nohk* ami 
wealtliy families yet remaining in tlu* proviiu e. Of these 
men, w'ho havt; no \isible means of niaintenanee at all, and 
no visible oceu])alion, exeept that of lounging up ami 
down with their swords and shields liki* tlu* ancii*nt 
highlanders, whom in many r(*s]K*ets the\ miieh resc itihk. 
tlu* number is rated at, taking all Uoliileuiul togeiiu*r, 
perha})s not lewer tliaii one hundred thousand; all tlu*se 
men have every thing to gain by a ehangc* of governnu'nt/ 
(Heber, ]). 141,) 

The foregoing extract contains several j>oints wortiiv (»! 
notice; it depicts the gi*neral talents of the pi 'ople which, 
when not turned to virtue, is sure to .'.teer to \ice, it 
announces what the amiable Bishop state « in various parts 
of bis writings as being ]mnalent throughout India, ‘‘ the 
almost universal jK'rjury of thepiH)ple — it shews the rapid 
iin|>rovement of the country : the la/y and profligate* 
wretches vvju) eontimie to im})ede it*' prosperity, by pluming 



tlK*nisc'lv(‘s on their irentilitv and nohk* hlood ! — and hens 
o'lad tlu'v would 1 h' t») trip nj) tlio of tin* llritish 

o'ovorninent, that they niii^ht auain riot in their rapaeiou^' 
domination. A\"oiild iNIr. Hiekards lune the (’ompanv to 
plaee tlu'se Suuar>" in ofliec* r 

As tlu' le>timoiu of tlu‘ lato lamenti-d Ihshoj) raiikr^ 
deservedly higli, 1 ^\ill examine a few more panes oT his 
interestinn \()limies. Of tlu‘ Kaj}H)ots he thus writes; 

'rile ])e(»])le ha\e the viee^ oi* slaves added to those <f.‘ 
i*o])bers, w’itli tunrr rtyard /o tniili fluni ihe ]t(tiir<'s iff 
our iuni pror'nui's ; txei'edinn tiu'm in dninki lu ss. Idnd- 
ness for o])iimi, and seii'^uality, while tlu\ lia\e a hlood- 
thir>tiness from which the o-reat ma-^^ of* tiie Hindoos 
are very fur remoNeil: their eoma<>\\ however, de^eiwes 
lii^iiii praise.'* * 

Here aejain tin- Ilidio]) alludes to the oe-ne r;;! pci jiirv of 
the Indians, aiel to tin- \iei‘s wliieli thev pov.n-s*f* only in 
a less (K'oree tliaii the ]lajpools;in oihei' nlaei-s he oh- 
servt's, Vvlien speakinn of the nati\e‘> in nu/s\r : '■'It is 

* Mr. It i(*k';ir<] iMitl llioM- w lut tl-if.K Tf,i- cluir.Tit c of titl\ (»r si\n, 
nt tu' -iHlfltliiv il |»\ ill, Jtici'i- I'ltindiic- 

1 i<*li (;!' ]ini it ifld i It-: :1 (it w < .iild .in w .-i i 1 - • ; ! n-iM ■ to I lie 1 n| I < i w i r i 

jll'-t, ifiit ii.'l-iriclic’ j irtnn (f ij.iulnn i<i< -a, | ,-y | ,^ lii''lin|t 

aii(] Tlitai '■tiilr \\ hi 'll I i' Ii o n'.l : .c "...j \ , ^ rmii!.!!; . ( in rjiilU ii» 

j'niiinvr "Ucli :i t'-i’r ihjt* Miio-f nf ci inn , nnd u i 

]>t‘fnn‘ w cnri l.HfjM' fo? thf^imrl i-fm-i (it t'nr 111^1 itul nm^ ; — 

‘“lint nl hI! iiii'hiTiii ulerl. I Iism «'\.r n :n! 1 .r ii(:i 1 d m|, tiu' 
redijjinii (d tin* ilinduo-, 01 which I h;i\c tnKcn soup' [miij-' to inlnnn 
iiiyselt, rcidl\ [ijjjX'Kr- lu me tin uni'll, huih in the df^ji’.nli ne m)tinii'. 

whicll it ci\C'' n! the |lc' 1 \ ' m the el'ille - jnllfid iif it- hu rdeiC'nun' 
eorcinnriie'.. uldni ueeifji\ t he » Hue ;ni/l (li''tj:iel ihe t liniii: hi w it hni;t 
either in^ti uelint: rij- ;nlt re tin;: n>- \ 4 )T;ii ii < ; in the lilth\ m l- nf nn- 
elenfiix''"' :mi<] ertieltx, ma nnl\ perinitled, i»nl enjninejl, :in(lins»'n;na- 
l)]v iMterw'o^(■n with llnee «-<*n iiionie- ; in tin* sx-tein of easic-, w 
-'Vsteiii whieli tend-, innre than an\ eUe tliede\il has \ et inxented, 
To de-trtw llw ffajiii;:*' <it eent r al heiiev olema-, and to make nine- 
teriths ot maiik ! ;,d th< hooch-. t|;,x<.vof tlm |■emaimle^; and in tlH‘ 
tntal a!i-cijce of an' jojjniar -y-tem oi m.a‘;d>, 01 any le--on 

yy'i:n li the jje«)j;le at s'.i'je *-v« r jse.'o', le li\'‘ \ !riiloU 'i\, .tmi do ^ood 
to each other, -- I hhrr y ,fufirn'>l, m» 1 , 11 j>. ds j 

7 i . 
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(Hfficnlt to find out tlu‘ mil ^tnt(‘ of tlx* case among’ a 
])(•(>] )lc in wliosc eyes a lie is not disgraceful, and if an 
oneiicc a very \('njal one.*" Vol. ii. p. Vj. 

.\gain — the U>udei\cv to lying is sucli, thut iii a court 
of iii>fic-c till V cannot even tell a true* story without spoil- 
ing it.*' V. olo. 

Tn (le-.crihing an attempt (»f three hundred \ illagers to 
plundi'r an mminmition boat, yhich they had In’en called 
ill to a-^ist in getting oil* a bank, tlie Ili<ho]) s/iys, it 
.'hi'W'^ the lou -tale of morality among (lie jieasants of 
India, and how ''(mmi and hou -ureh a Midden temptatirni 
will (!*an'-i'bnii the mo^t peaiaable into banditti." (V. Id9.) 
Mr. t'i'aw ford (h-<eribes the people i;l’ lliadostan. a-. Ibl- 
'Idle Indian'' know not wlia* iV'‘edt>m i^ ; they 
are for the mo>l part a timid, often an edeminate, and a< a 
nation a feeble race of srnii-bai'bari,in> ; they ai'e without 
cajalal, knowledge, moral" or enterjirize; for vice and pro- 
dig lev the Indian" haw no demand, the market is already 
"toeked.*' — /'Vee Fr^dc Ptnujihlrf^ p]). (if, ()S. 

I e.mnot elose Ibdhop 1 leber's work witlmiit making one 
more e.\tr.iet. ])artienlarly as it i'^ ap[)lieil in a ‘general 
"fiiM- to the w hole pi*opU‘ : — 

" Idle morality <‘f the Hindoo" doe> not extend beyond 
the reaeli of ])ositi\e obligations; and Avbere these do not 
exist they are <)ppre."."iA e, cruel, treacherous, and every 
thing that is bad !'* I\ J>lo. — The different nations 
which T bayi' seen in India have, of eour>e, in a greater 
or less degree the vices which must be e\])ected to attend 
an arbitral v government, a demorali/ing and absurd reli- 
gion, and (in all tlu* independent states, and in some of 
tile districts wbii’h are jiartiallv subjirt to the British) a 
laxity of law', and an almost universal prevalence of intes- 
tine feuds and hahits of plunder." \ ok ii- p b)9. 

In these umpialified statements the Bishoj) is fully cor- 



rohorated by those* who have anteriorly or subsequently 
examined the character of the people to whom they refer. 
Colonel Wilks says, The Hindoos, though faithful and 
respectable in the ordinai'y intercourse of life, are dread- 
fully addicted to judicial perjury/'’ “ The crime of per- 
jury (observes a judge of the Patna circuit) is thouglit so 
lightly of by the natives of this country, that the commis- 
sion of it can scarcely be said to stigmatize the cha- 
racter.’" 

Another judge states, “men of the first rank in society 
feel no compunction at mutually accusing each other of 
the most heinous offences, and supjxirting tlie prosecution 
with the most barefaced ]K*r juries, nor doi's the detection 
of their falsehood create a blush.’** Mr. Mangles, in his 
evidence l)efore the Lords in March 18^50, s]H*aks of “the 
general dejjravation of .society"* ('^37), and says, “ I do 
not think that a native is to be trust(‘d without very great 
and constant vigilance and superintendence.*’’ (()()7.) 

Mr. C. Smith, judge of the Sudder Adawlut, and 
whose attachment to the natives is wall known, when 
asked on his late examination as to the integrity of the 
Hind(^)s, said, “ I think tiiat a very su.sjiicious ]>oint.** 
(lOOG.) 

Mr. C’haplin, after upwards of twenty-five* yi'ai-s* expe- 
rience of the natives in the revenue department, stated in 
his evidence that, “ in the districts where the manage- 
ment has not been efficient very considerable frauds have 
been detected in the natives."” (Lords ^759.) 

Sir E. II. East, Part., in his testimony before the Lords, 
when speaking of the native judges who try causes \ip to 
a certain extent, says, “ I must confe.ss that tlie characters 
I lK‘ard of the generality, both from Europeans and 

" \U. Mill sa\s, tiuit I lie “ [liiMlod svsteiii of luw in eertain case?* 
make!? porjury a virtue !” — V^il. i |>, till. 
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natives, were very far from being of a nature to encourage 
one to put a great deal of judicial power in tlieir hands.*^* 
(1351.) The next question was, That you apply as 
imu li to the judges as to those persons called vakeels or 
agents ?” Answer. Whenever any men of that des- 
cri])tion, I shoidd sj^eak rather of a greater number of 
them, are jdaced in anv situation of authority, it has 
bei'ii I lear tcK) mueli the custom with them to avail them- 
selves of it for their own pecuniary advantage."’ 

This j)oint is well uiulerstood ; every Anglo-Indian 
knows that a Hindoo will give several thousand rupees 
for an ofllee whieh does not yield fifty rupees a month ; 
the desire of holding rank being too often the lesser cause 
for such a ])urehase. 

In the provinces of Cawnpore, Allahabad, and Goruc- 
poor, nearly the whole country was seepie^tered hv the 
villainy of the native oflicers under government, •)• owing 
to the* lax vigilanei', or perha])s conni\ance oi‘ their imme- 
diate siqieriors. 'file transaction was brought to light 
by Mr. Fortescue, aiul the tremendous spoliation of pro- 
pia ty })ut a stoj) to. d’lu‘ llengal government sent up a 
commission at its own expense (which was very great, us it 

• .Mr. (Miristian in his ca idoiicr hetoiv tho (’omiiinns (30(>7), 

“ tin* n;iti\t’s jirc, inanv of tliriii, wry wel! (|ualitii*il for judges; I>ii1 
tlicir intugritv is djuni to susj)icion." 

t Mr. H ieknrds deserihi's u nearly '^ituilar event in the south of 
India: “ Pending tlie distrai*ti<)ns from 17S<Mol7i^d (?,r. during the 
tendhle inva.sion of 11 \ der A li, as dest nlKul iu the 1st ehapter, |). 1^^,) 
a rare of person.s termed J)iihnslirs (native agents) had established 
themselves in the jaghire, l»y buying up the rights of the starving 
inhai)itants for a few days' or a few wet'ks' suhsistenee. 'Flu' vigour 
of i\Kr. Plaee's admiuistnition succeeded iu resti»riug many td* the old 
landholders and heads of Aillages, &e. to their forim r riglils." Again 
Mr. K. says : “All the \ illage servants not only eouTii\ed at ahiises in 
others, hut ahust'd their own trusts in everyway lhate«>uld s(*rve dieir 
privat<‘ vit'ws or promoti* those of their suju'riors iu tin* district." 
Vol. i. p, 421. Well may Mr. Rickards admit i?» auotluu'page (34.j), 
that “ in affording protection and justii'c to so ])oor and numerous a 
population jis that of India, the local influence of Kuiopeans, compared 
with that of natives in uulhoritv, is as a child to a giant's strength." 
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lias been sitting since 1821), and as Mr. Mangles states, 

“ redress has been almost co-extensive with the evil ; the 
lands were bought by the officers of the court or by their 
creatures ; it was a business of most sliockiiig fraud. The 
perpetrators had got to such extreme insolence and im])u- 
dence in their cliicanery, that I understand some of tlie 
papers of sale were drawn up in the name of dogs arul 
jackalls to make the matter ludicrous.” (Lords 51)S.) 

Colonel Briggs thus speaks of the gentry that came 
within his sphere of observation : Tlu‘ native gentlemen, 
the ]Vlahrattas jiarticularly,-' neglect tlieir education very 
much ; they are a good deal like the ancient gentry here, 
who thought more of war and the sword and field-sports, 
than of education ; the Rajah of Sattarah always com- 
])laincd to me that he could get none of his chiefs to allow 
their sons to be educated ; he found lie had a great diffi- 
culty in gelling the young nobles or gentlemen to learn 
anything.” (Lords 4144.) 

Mr. R. Davidsoti, who went out to India in 1804, and 
pa.ssed tlie greater part of his life as an indigo planter, 
holding land for sixty or seventy miles along the hanks of 
the Ganges as liigli up as Raiiglepore, slateil in evidence : 

I should say decidedly, with reference to the state of 
society among the Hindoos, that it is very artificial, and 
coiise([uently a very bad order of a great eoimmmity.*" 
(Lords, ^lay 18f30, 8/34.1 

Mr. Sinclair, who bud extensive experience as a collector 


* Major-rJrncr.il SirS. Smith, tfio scrvici', llnis spruks nf 

the Mahratt.'is with whom he says he is lu-st ae<juainte(l : “ 'I'hey 

are naturally a Aciy iutellipmt people, hut liave loi- uirvs luuui in iaet* 
a military people, ami a very lawless set, arisin^r fn,in tl»e luul j^t)\ern- 
merits which were then over them, so their intelii^^enre is nut vet of 
a nature to apply to all uses.*’ ((.lommons, < >ctoh(*j’ IS,'!).) 

I’his is the eandifl o))inion of an j>hl ami expiM ieniM'd officer, whf» 
declares: liimclfto he “ a ^^reat advocate t<rr hrini: iu}>: the natives 
forward." 
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in the southern jnovinees, says, in liis (‘vidence before the 
C\>innu)ns in August 18,^1 , the eharaetcr of the natives 
is sucli tliat they seem to have no idea of justice or truth; 
they consider justice as deciding in their favour, and injus- 
tice as deciding against them, and tliey have not inucli 
i(iea of gaining justice except by means of Inabery; they 
have great confidence in the Fairopeans generally, but the 
only reason tliat they have not absolute confidence in them 
is, tliat they are afraid they will Ik? im|>osed u])on by the 
native servants around them ; and, therefore, even in the 
Zillah Court they bribe the servants of the judge, al- 
though till* judgt* may be a ])erson of unimpeachable cha- 
racter/** In anotluT ])lacc Mr Sinclair says, I d{) not 
think the natives art‘ frank or generous, and gratitude is 
a word which does not exist, I believe, in any of the native 
languages. 641. “ Fhev are exeec'dingly submis.dve, 

pc‘rliaps more so to the native officers than to ]*!nro])eans, 
and thi‘y generally bury their aeeiimiilated ea])ital.*^ Ib. 

\\ ere it not an invidious, and indeed most irksome task 
thus to dwell on tlie unfavourable eharaetcr of a wliole 
peojile, I might hea]) evidence n[)on evidence; sufTlciiMit 
however lias been adduceil to explain the inevitable neces- 
sity of tltc ])()liev heretofore jnirsucd, in cautiously admit- 
ting the natives to otliees of trust, wliich might be usetl for 
the o])pression of the mass of the people;* and which expe- 
rience has unfortunately demonstrated to 1 k' the case too 
often. To judge of the moral or intelleetual ([ualities of 
one himdred iniilion of persons by isolated s])eeimens is 

• Ml*, fiifkiinls julinits tliis in almost cverv |)nrt of al)li' work, 
p. odj lu* suns: “ J'lic rorrupt iuttueiUM* ol tlu* native rollcrtors, 
arni ot poisons intorjiosod IkMwiM'h Kuropoan t olU‘<‘tor‘' ami t ho pea- 
santry, is incapahU* of «'tVo<*tual control. corrii})tion, and 

artitici* (ni ilu' one iiand, an* im*t hv doctdl, hvpofi isN, and cunninji* on 
thootiu'r; what imo tries to l^\t^>rf, tin* othor i‘mlea\(>urs to Nvith- 
hold." At pa;*o oMO, Mr. Itii kards eontends tlmt the zemindars, or 
landed nenirv, “ an' pro\ erhial ihroiiiihoni India as oppressors and 
extortioiii'is.^’ 



42 


the very height of absurdity ; most assuredly if I were to 
indulge my private feelings and s|)eak of such Hindoos as 
Raminohun Roy, and Dwarkanaut Tagore, or of Prussunu 
and Ramnath Tagore, and many others, particularly tiie 
l*arsces, I should with difficulty find language in whicli I 
might express my thoughts, without bordering on a})pa- 
rently excessive eulogy. The })rofound philosophy with 
which tlie name of tlie first is associated in every part of 
the civilized globe ; the official and commercial knowledge 
that characterizes the second ; and the comprehensively 
liberal principles, combined with intense devotion to their 
country, and an ardent attachment to tlie Jlritish govern- 
ment, which so pre-eminently distinguish both, are too well 
known to recpiire comment; but even tliese generous 
})atriots (and they have sacrificed more for their country- 
men, in a pecuniary as well as personal manner, than is 
generally known) do not wish to see the Hindoos immedi- 
ately installed into the highest offices;-^ they wisely prefer 
their gradual induction in proportion to the progress they 
make in knowledge and morality ; a course which has 
been carefully ])ursued for several years by the govern- 
ment. Mr. Rickards himself says, in his evidence before 
the Lords : Of late years the natives have been more 

extensively employed than formerly as local judges or 
justices with limited authority ; there are no doubt instances 
of corrupt and vicious conduct among the natives so em- 


• JVFr. Sullivan, Avhosf? n(>l>lo condurt ifi ( ’oimbat.oro, in endeavour- 
ing to improve the eondition of the natives, endearn hiiii to eveiT well- 
wisher of his species, says, that in Mysore “the wlnde ci\il and 
military' administration rests with the supt?rior class of jiativt*s, 
instead of being vested in Europeans ; but the lower orders of natives 
are not by any moans so well off under the native government of 
Mysore, because it is a most oppressive one;” be adds, “ th(‘ higher 
class arc not absolutely better paid under the native governmtmt, but 
they buv(‘ various perquisites, &c.” Mr. ( ’haplin says, that “ in some 
of the districts of the native chiefs, nothing can be worse than the 
condition of the l(»wer orders.” (Commons, October J83I.) 



ployed, but when moral improvcmeut is more generally 
introduced among them, their manners as well as their 
principles will assume a higher scale."*' 

Mr. ('raw^furd, who cannot h<?lp at times stating fairly 
and impartially the difficulties with which the Company 
have to contend, says “ India indeed is not exactly the 
fit‘ld where tlie most rapid improvement can be looked for, 
even under the freest opcTation of this indispensable prin- 
ciple,"" ( i.e. placing the feeble and ignorant Indians in a 
state of wholesome collision, and fair emulation, with the 
strong and intelligent Euroj)eans.) — Here there are 
obvious circumstances connected with distinctions of race, 
f)f com])le\ion, of religion, and of manners, which will more 
or less obstruct or narrow its beneficial influence."" — Again, 
Mr. ('rawfurd says truly, the conversion of tlie 
Indians, whetlier civil or religiou.s, must necessarily be 
gradual, and will he the safer and more efficient for being 
so."" (E. 87.) — ln(le])endent of its spiritual consetpiences, 

the influence which the degrading superstition of the 
Hindoo religion exercises over civil society is pernieions 
and demoralizing, far beyond that of any other known 
form of worship."" — The Indians, as they improye, must 
prudently and gradually be admitted to a sliarc in their 
own administration."" CuUmixdt’wn Pnjnphlet. 

This is j)ivc'isely the line of policy adopted by our 
government functionaries; they arc endeavouring by educa- 
tion and encouragement tc? give a lofty tone to the rising 
generation, which of course is most susceptible of good 
impressions. Mr. Rickards himself admits that the 
governments of India, as well as the Court of Directors, 
have been most anxious to improve the state of the 
f)casantry ; the orders of the Court of Directors, abound 
with able and humane ifistructions to their governments 
abroad, fur a just administration of the territories com- 
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niittcd to their charge. Many of these very able letters 
are now in print, and do great credit to the Directors of 
the East-India Company. I jKirticularly refer to tliose 
wliich treat of protections to the peasantry."^ 

Rut the same gentleman subsecpiently says, that ‘‘ the 
exactions and fraudulent impositions and oppressions com- 
mitted by the native subordinate ]mblic servants employed 
to realize and collect llie revenue,* on the ])easantry, liave 
lutlierto ])resented an insu])erable bar to the benevolent 
Avislies of tile Court of Directors and local authorities 
being carried into effect and he asserts in tlie next 
answer (question 3965) that the Hindoos are still little 
]irotected against the artifices of designing men ; more 

especially of the natives filling official situations;'^ and that 
a very able minute by tlie ^larquis of Hastings, on a 
regulation passed in 1821, contains in the jireamble a 
long and minute detail of the enormities that have bec'u 
committed by our native servants, f)oth in the revenue and 
judicial departments of the service.’*"!* 

* Mr. Itickitnls dexotos fni ty pnac"' <'!' tli(‘ m'coik] w)lnirie of Iiis 
Jjiit juun(lii‘(‘<l work, to drtuil tlio o\ir5ioi-diTiHr\ tVtuids of ;t 
TiatiNf* (-(dltu-tor in tlie small distiirl of < 'oindiatorc, ‘‘ w ho w a-s mimed 
('as*? C/'liitty, and wliose frauds and eontri\'ane<*s,‘' Mr. I?iekards '-uys, 

“ would prove that the Ilimhios are not a nation of iiieajiahles." 
The ernliezzlement proved against this man, after h\e gears' othee, 
aiiionnlt*d to .£J37,.^d7 • This was ev»>n hut a ]>ortion of tlie 
injur\ done, for the rojrtiery of Cass (Jhitty exti'nded thn)u;ih all 
his suhordinates. llowiNIr. KiekarcC eould di‘lih(‘ratel\ down and 
pen strictures a<;^ainst tlie p-overnment for not placinir the hi»:hest 
situations at the control of the nati\('s, after d(‘<-lariii{.;- “ discoveries 
similar to that of Cass Cliitiv's have la^en th{‘ residt of local enquiry 
in Salem, Kajuhmundry, Tanjore, Malahar, ajul many ()theifj)arts, not 
t(» mention tlie nent»al provinces;'* i^ indeed almost unaeeountal)le ! 
it is a melancholy instance «>f ohliquitv of vision. 

t Mr. Chaplin, wljo takes a warm interest in the natives of Tt)diu, 
describes the Mahratta brahmins of the Jh‘ecan, who conduct all the 
hnsiness f)f the country, as “an intri»-uirip:, lyinf^, corr(i|)t, licen- 
tious, and unprincipled race of people: vvlieri in power, coolly unfeel- 
ing, and ^vstematicallv oppressive." (October 1S.31.) 'J’his o(*rjt]e- 
man also states, that he has seldom employed the natives vvli(» have 
been brought up at the pre^^idencies as agents in the interior, as they 
bring with theui “ extremely coirupt habits." 



It must not 1)0 lorgotton, that the class of society from 
which governnicnt arc necessitated to select the functionari('s 
ein[)loye(l is tlie needy and middling rank of the people; 
tlu‘ Honourable ]\Iountstuart Elphinstone stated before 
the l^ords in LSJIO, that none of the liigher order of natives 
are em])loyed as judo(>s, from their indisposition to under- 
taki* that oflice. This acute observer and generous pro- 
moter of tile interests of the natives says tliat most of 
the high ranks of socit^tv liave been .accustomed to great 
arbitrary autliority uiuha- tlie foruicr govi'rninent, ami 
would nt)t be content with so linuted a share of power as 
tliey would possess undtT our system and he adds, I ain 
not ctM’tain tlu'ir acceptanct* of ollice would improve tlie 
administration of justice, as it is probable that those great 
cliiefs would l)i* less attentive tlian persons of lower rank,'" 
(^250 1-^2505). In another j)laci‘ Air. J’dpiniistone states, 
‘‘ the administration of the zemindars, or aristocracy, at 
Hoinbay is attended with very bad idfects.*' 

Nowithstanding all these facts, liow has tlie government 
acted hy it h[is carefully striven to induct tlie natives 

jnto olFice in every part of Iiulia. Air. Kljihinstone, in 
detailing to tlieir Lordshijis the manner in whicli civil 
justice is administered in the jirovinces under llombay, 
.says, “ there is a judge in each district, and under him 
there are a certain number of native judges in divisions of 
the district, with salaries from £^200 to £^50() a year,“ 
according to tiu' t‘\tent of their jiower to try causes fi*om 
£50 to X*5()(l. They are partly paid by a salarv and 


• 'riu* nutive at l*ooii:ih rci-('i>es ulxmt SCO ruptx's (.CSO) a 

niontli, Miitl till* Ml l)<>r(lin;n«*s from -(Ht to 4<ln por imnitli. In tlio 
ri‘V(Miu(* hrinieh nativoN are cmploycil with incn-asi'd ])owers, and 
salar’uvs varviti^ fiom thirty to (hW) rupees a month. In all eases it is 
politic of t In* j^ovornnient to giv<* as hiyh siihtries as possible, torlhey 
will thus he the more eertaiil td lixing tlie iiitegritv <>t the great hody 
of the peoph‘. 
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partly by fees. No fee is levied on any cause under out* 
hundred rupees, but the fee for those small causes is ])aid 
by government, so as to make it tlie interest of the native 
judge to try many causes.” 

A similar system has been put in practice in llengal, 
and Mr. Chaplin states that in Madras “ the natives an* 
employed to a very considerable degree that a number 
of the natives have been aj)pointed, comparati\'cly liigh 
salaries, to the judicial and to the revenue ofHces.**^ (Lords 

p. 359.) 

There is a college also at Madras, for the ])urpose 
of educating pleaders in the courts of law, officers and 
pundits, and examining all those* who are eandidatijs for 
office. Mr. Hodgson, who served twenty-seven years in 
India, and who is a strenuous advocate for the natives, 
states that .since the regulations of 1816 the ex]x*riment 
has been tried of extending the jurisdiction of the district 
judges with much success througliout Madras; that a 
further experiment has been tried of creating a nativi* 
judge in the town of Seringapatam, where a European 
judge formerly presided.-f- 

By regulations of the Bengal government, within the 
present year new courts of la^v have been establislud in 
the upper and lower provinces of an extensive jurisdiction, 
with native judges and sul^ordinates. The Sudder Aumet*n 
of each court has five hundred rupees (£50) a montii, which 
according to the expenditure of a Hindoo, is ecpiivalent to 
nearly four times the same sum, as a salary for a Euro- 
pean judge. The subordinate officers arc paid in projior- 
tion. 

* Mr. Sinclair says that in '1 anjore the native servnnts atrmunt to 
one thoo^sand ; of the European siTvauts in the revenue denartinent 
the nui!»]»er is four or five. 

t Evidence before the Lords, paj^e 
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While I am now writing, a bill has boon introduced into 
rarliainent by the ])hilantro|)hic J Resident of the Hoard of 
(’ontrol, by which the natives at tlic three presidencies 
are eligible, wlu n tjualified, to act as justices of tlie peaces 
and to officiate* as grand jurors. Heretofore the natives 
served only on |)etty juries, and the functions of justices 
of the j>cace were confined to the provinces ; now, it re- 
joices me to say, that a Hindoo, or a Parsec, or a iVlussuU 
inan, or any native of the Jlritish ))ossessions in India, 
when (pialified by talent and integrity, may ])roudly take 
liis station on the bench beside a Kiiroj)ean magistrate, and 
the invidious distinction l)etwcen a grand and petty juiw 
no longer exists.^ Other measures are in progress at home 
and abroad for inducting thi* natives into a further share 
of responsible jiower, and tliose who so loudly com])lain of 
the natives being shut out of all chance of improving 
tliemselves, must not tlierefore tliink, or endeavour to make 
the Hritish public believe, that they ])ossess a mon()})olv of 
kindness or feeding for the lliiKUnrs ; it is not by writing 
two immense volumes to ])rove to the natives liow jnueh 
they are oppressed by the revenue system of the Hritish 
g(jvernmcnt, and then, wlien called on by the J Parliamen- 
tary Committee and Hoard of Control to ofler any sugges- 
tions for another financial scheme, declaring that he has 
none to offer, f and that ‘‘it would be quite impossible to 

• A c'opy liill will bo tVmnd uiidor the Judicial chapter 

t iMr. Uickanls told the (bmjmittoo that he had no sug^rstions lo 
offer, and that lie “ did not think it sate or wise to attein}»t f’lirtlier 
iiiodiffcations or a»m‘lionitions tit’ t lie system, M-liore so many able heads 
have already decidedly tailed, until (says Mr. K.) the liest-intormed 
and most experiem*ed of tht‘ natives are consulted." W h\, what has 
Sir T. Miniro, JMr. Klphinstono, Sir J* iMulcoliu, JMr. Butterworth 
Baity, Lord Bentinck, Sir C. Forbes, and other warm advocates ot 
the interests of the natives in India, been doiri<»* y A stranger woiile 
he led to conclude from Mr. Rickards' writings, that no person cared 
for the Hindoos hut himself! 



48 


reduce the aggregate amount of land taxation in India 

It is not, I ftay, by stimulating the passions of tlu* Hin- 
doos, and censuring tlie autliorities without being able to 
sketcli out any plan, that the former are to be bene- 
fited : nothing is easier than to east blame on an indi- 
vidual or on a government, but the person doing so sliould 
ask himself how he would act if plaeeil in a similar posi- 
tion. Mr. llickards has not eomk'seended to inform us of 
any new system wliieli he would })ropound. I\’e havt* tlu' 
important testimony of the Kight Iloiiourahle (’harles 
Grant in J83J2, that he acknowledges with ])leasurt‘ that 
the general ju’ineiples upon which the Court of Directors 
have acted with reference to the natives of India to be, 

their eligibility to fill im])ortant and res])()nsiblt‘ offices in 
the administration of its affairs, wlicn sufficiently cpialilied.” 

A little reflection vould teach those who complain of 
the ))ast tardiness in admitting tlu* natives to the highest 
situations, that the governments of India have had a most 
difficult and j)ainful duty to perform, and a refereiiet* to 
the past will explain sufficiently their nature: those dilfi- 
culties are now being reniovi'd ; we are becoming more 
accpiainted with the peculiar and varied cliaraetcTs of the 
natives, and tliey are accpiiring a knowledge of our insti- 
tutions and objects. Every real and sensible well-wisher of 
tlie natives agree, that our government should jwoceed 
.steadily in its present course; that, according as we find 
men qualified, and feasibh* opportunities, the Hindoos, 
Mahoniedans, and all classes, should have trust gradually 
reposed in them, leaving always something (jpen for the 
reward of talent, industry, and integrity. If any man 
be instantly nominated to the highest post which his am- 
• Evidence before the Lords, Qu. 4000. 
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bition can prompt him to aspire to, he becomes lazy and 
careless, lie has no further spring for his ca])abilitics to 
h(* exercised on, and he sinks into the condition of an 
automaton, performing merely as much duty as will retain 
him in his situation ; but if there be even only one post 
of dignity or emolument open to one hundretl candidates, 
each will aspire to it, and in seeking to attain it, elevate 
himself in moral and intellectual worth : if, again, there be 
many intermediate steps between the liigliest and the 
lowest, every successive elevation will raise the candidate 
higher and higher in his own estimation and in that of his 
ft*llow citizens. I need not here dwell on the necessity of 
adetpiately rewarding those who are em]>loyed by govern- 
ment, ))articii!arly in such a comUry India, where the 
investiture of a man with the lowest constal)le\s staff, has 
too long been considered a license to plunder and oppress. 
Lord Cornwallis found that the lK*st method to secure the 
integrity of the European functionaries was, by }>aying 
them well; the same princi))le is etpiallv applicable to the 
Asiatic, especiallv to those in civil life wdio are without 
the stimulus of glory, or deprived of the harmless vanity 
of military pomp and personal distinction : but, with an 
expenditure exceeding the revenue, and in the unsettled 
state of the future government of India, it is not so easy 
immediately to carry into eflfect this desirable amelio- 
ration to its full extent. It is unnecessary to dilate 
longer on a subject on which so many are agreed ; which 
is avowed as well in India as at the India House and 
Board of Controi ; I therefore clo.se a chapter which to 
me has been a most disagreeable oni‘, because of my being 
necessitated to view the dark side of human character, and 
the terribly demoralizing cflects which physical as well as 
mental desjiotisiii are so certainly calculated to produce. 

K 
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The Hindoos, it is true, have not had iron fetters their 
wrists and ankles like the slaves of the AVest-Indies, but 
they have had for centuries fetters on the mind, far more 
efficacious for the debasement of the immortal spirit of 

man— 


“ Is tlioro no tyranny that 

Of blood and chains!" The despoliMu of \ie(* — 
The wcakno'^s and the wickedru'ss of luxury — 
The nogli^CTK^e, the apathy, the e\ils 
Of sensual sloth, produce ten thousand tyrants, 
Whose delegated cruelty su^^asses 
The worst acts of one energetic master, 

However hard and harsh in his own hearing."* 


Let me not however be mistaken : I perfectly agree with 
Captain Macan, that the natives of India htive prejudices 
to be humoured, affections to be won, and passions to bi^ 
dreaded,— nay I will go farther, and venture to add — 
virtues to be clierished and esteemed as well as developed ; 
for to all who have studied their character, it must be a 
matter of astonishment that they posses:; so many amiable 
qualities in spite of the mental and bodily slavery to which 
for ages they have been subjected. I have made great 
sacrifices (comparatively speaking) for the natives of India ; 
I would, were it requisite, make more, not because they are 
Hindoos — not because they are British subjects — but be- 
cause they arc human beings; but I will not allow my 
enthusiasm to run away with my discretion ; I will not by 
a rash act or word assist to plunge again into Cimmerian 
darkness, millions, wlio are just beginning to perceive the 
ascending sun of cnliglitenment and virtue ; for by doing 
SO I would deserve a greater punishment than mortal 

• Sardanapalus. The chapter on “education,’* will shew the 
efforts that are making to remove the “ despotism of vice.” 
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could inflict, I would perish with the maledictions re- 
sounding in my ears of every man whose heart throbs 
for liiiman suffering ; for my intentions, liowevt'r well 
meant, would be forgotten in the lireaking up of the social 
structure, which is now being built uj) and cemented 
througliout the Anglo-Kfistern Empire. 


V. 



CHAPTER IJI. 


ANALYSIS OF THE HOME GOVERNMENT OF INDIA THE 

COURT OF PROPRIETORS, THE COURT OF DIRECTORS, AND 

THE BOARD OF CONTROL THEIR RELATIVE POWERS 

AND PATRONAGE REFCTATION OF THE WESTMINSTER 

REVIEW FOR JULY 1832 DANGER OF FUKTUKR INTER- 

FERENCE BY MINISTERS IN THE GOVERNMENT OF 
INDIA. 

The Home governmeDt of India has been represented 
as a dangerous Imperiiim in imperio ^ — as a mystery of 

state,*” — as regal authority without public responsibility 
and the Court of Directors as a self-elected corporation, 
with a patronage of £000,000 a year ; for maintaining 
which the people of England alone pay a coujde of million 
per annum, in the shape of an overcharge for indift'erent 
tea, and the people of India every thing that can be got 
from them.'”* 

1 propose to examine into the truth of these allegations. 
The share possessed by the Ministers of the crown, through 
the medium of the Board of Control, in the government 
of India, will shew whether it be an empire within an 
empire ; — the voluminous published documents, and offi- 
cial and parliamentary proceedings demonstrate whether 
it be a state mystery — the numerous contested elections 
for Directors ; and the independence of the Proprietors, 

• Westminster Review for July 1832, p. 100. 

t There have been twenty since 1814; and if the reviewer will 
glance at the advertizing-column of the TimeSy he will see a list of 
candidates for the situation Mr. Jenkins has so deservedly been 
elected to fill. There aire also many other embryo candidates, whose 
names are not before the public. 
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evince that the idea of “ self-election” is absurd ; — the taxa- 
tion of the people of England to the extent of two million 
for indifferent tea, I have proved to be totally devoid of 
truth; * — the amount; of patronage will be inquired into, 
and as to “ regal authority without public responsibility,” 
the reviewer will permit me to reverse the language he 
has addressed to C’olonel Galloway : when he was 

intrepid in assertion, he ought in discretion to be at the 
same time accurate in fact.” 

The debates in the Court of Proprietors are open to the 
reporters of the j)ublic press. As regards tlie measures of 
the Court of Dirirtors and J3oard of Control, anv member 
of either house of Parliament may move for copies of all 
piipers, correspondence, &c. relative to proceedings in 
India or China ; for instance, the whole of the Court of 
Directors and India Government ('orrcs])ondence with the 
Select Committee at Canton, relative to the recent disputes . 
there, have l)een laid before both Houses and printed, 
although they occupy very many folios; they may l)c had 
or read by any individual; — besides, according to several 
.\cts of Parliament, the commercial and financial accounts 
of the Company, as well as all legislative enactments 
passed in India, are annually laid before Parliament. The 
truth is, Indian topics since the days of Burke and 
Slieridan, mt*n who could ‘‘ lend a grace to deformity,” 
have had little or no attraction for the bulk of the English 
nation ; there is, or rather has been, a departmental feeling, 
if I may so term it, in Englishmen, which keeps them 
more alive to every thing which is passing nearer home, a 
sort of selfislmess in regard to personal enjoyments, which 
although repulsive individually, has been in the aggregate 

* Vide Pasf and Present State of the J'eu 'rriide ot England 
and of the Continents of Europe and Anieriea,*’ Pa rburv, Allen, and 
Co.; 1832. 
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productive* of much wealth and liappincss in their own 
country. This exclusive attention to “ number one,’’ is I 
admit now wearing away, in corroboration of wliich I 
could not adduce a better illustraticm tJiaii the sympathy 
felt for foreigners; but if tlie Westminster Reviewer wishes 
to put the English public to the test respecting India, let 
him establish n periodical — a weekly newspaper or maga- 
zine, devoted to an impartial review of eastern subjects ; 
he Avill meet with every facility at the India House, but 
from the public I unhesitatingly assert from a perfect 
knowledge of the fact, he will not receive in twelvemonths, 
as^nmeh as would defray his bare jirinting expenses for 
one month ! It is therefore stretching a jx>int t(K) much, 
to blame the home government of India, for not making 
the people of England actively interested in their pro- 
ceedings. I jiroceed to explain the system of home ad- 
ministration, beginning at the base. 


TllK COUKT OF PrOCHIETOKS. 

The source Avhence the more immediate governing 
jMiwer of India springs is the ( Viurt of Proprietors, com- 
posed of the shareholders of East-India stock to a certain 
amount, who elect from their own botly by ballot a cer- 
tain number of representatives (twenty-four), to whom 
the proprietory confide the jdanning and carrying into 
effect whatever measures may be deemed most conducive 
to the interests of India and of England, re.serving to 
themselves a surveillance and limited control over the pro- 
ceedings of the delegated authority. 

The General Court” affords a striking instance of a 
popular senate ; there is no distinction as to citizenship, 
the Englishman, the E’renchman, the German, the inha- 
bitants of any nation arc eligible as members ; there is no 
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difference as to religion, the Christian, the Jew, the Turk, 
the Pagan, the professors of every, or of no, creed, are 
e(]ually admissible ; there is no impediment as to sex, a 
Avoman as well as a man is entitled to the free exercise of 
her ojnnion in this assembly ; there is no aristocratical bar — 
(he soldier and the sailor, the merchant and the agricul- 
turist, stand on the same footing; and to all this must be 
added tliat, to which the elective voice of the British 
])eo])le is fast hastening, the invariable use of the vote by 
ballot. 

The qiialifiealions for sitting and voting in this com- 
pletely liberal semite, are thus regulatid — 


A Pro[)rietoi of stock is entitled to a scat. 

Ditto I’ 1,000 to one vote. 

Ditto .X’0,000 to two votes. 

Ditto J^6,000 to three votes. 

Ditto from ^10,000 to JA 00,000 ) . 

j , ’ ’ > four votes, 

and upwards ) 


To avoid the possibility of persons purchasing the 
poAver of voting at any particular moment, or for a sptx*iffc 
emergency, and to prevent collusive transfers of stock, it is 
])rovided by the Bye-laws of the Court, that no ])roprietor 
can be (jualified to Aote unless the sum of £1,000 stock 
be in his or her own light for twelve-months;* and to 
destroy the tendency to a monopoly of votes, the exercise 
of Avliich would be injurious to the general weal, if a 
proprietor possessed one million sterling worth of stock, he 
would be entitled to no more than four votes. No voting 
by proxy allowed. Minors are incapable of voting. 

The Proprietors of East-India stock consist, according 
to a calculation, of 3,579, who are thus subdivided : 


* This chuiso is tlispoiised with when acquired by marriage, be- 
quest, or setiJeiiioiit. 
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54 Proprietors have four votes. 

50 ditto three votes. 

370 ditto two votes. 

1,50^ ditto one vote. 

221 ditto, holding only £500 stock, not 
(jualified to vote, merely to debate. 

The number of proprietors who jM)ssess sufficient stock 
to vote, but who have not held it long enough are, — 


3 Projirietors of four votes. 

12 ditto three votes. 

39 ditto two votes. 

132 ditto one vote. 


In addition to the foregoing, 396 ])erscms hold stock 
under £500, and are not ([ualified to vote or speak ; 
1,519 proprietors reside within four miles of the General 
Post Office ; 165 accounts are in the names of foreigners; 
and seven propriet(.)rs possess each more than £10,000 
stock. 

Claasificatum of the Votes in the Court of Proprietors.* 


Commoners . — Comprising members of Parliament, 

private gentry, bankers, merchants, traders, ship- Votos. 

owners, shop-keepers, &c 1836 

Women. — Married, widows, and spinsters 372 

Officers . — In llis Majesty's and the Honourable 

Company’s army 222 

Clergy. — Bishops, rectors, curates, &c 86 

Officers . — Of His Majesty’s navy, from admirals 

to Lieutenants 28 

Nobility. — English, Irish, and Scotch Peers 20 

Doctors and surgeons 19 


Total 2,658 


• This calrulation was made some months a^o : it is of course liable 
to vary, but not materially. 
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The Court is convened regulsMy four times in every 
year, in (Marcli, June, September, and December,) and at 
such other times as may be deemed necessary for special 
purj:x)ses, nine qualified proprietors being empowered to 
address a requisition in writing to the Court of Directors, 
to convene a court, which not being summoned within ten 
days, the aforesaid j^roprietors may call such meeting on 
their own requisition, previously affixing notice to that 
effect at tlie Royal Exchange. ‘Of late the number of 
special courts have not been great, as the following tabic 
will shew’. 

Nimukr of (o'.NiaiAi- and Spec iai. (-ot rts A'hich taken place 
at the iNoiA-ilorsK since 1814. 


181 4-1, I 

No. 13 

1824-25 

ID 

181.5-U) 

17 

1825-20 

15 

181(J-17 


1820-27 

15 

1817-18 

10 

1827-28 

y 

1818-lM . ... 

11 

1828-20 

D 

1819-Je 

i:> 

is20-:u» 

8 

1820-21 

0 

1830-31 


1821-22 

0 



1822-2.3 

12; 


212 

1823-24 

18 i 




Annual averag^e of courts held 


The chairman of the Court of Directors is ex vfficAo 
the speaker or chairman of this court ; his duty is to at- 
tend to the summoning and appointing of the quarterly 
assembly ; to convene special courts ; to preside at all 
meetings ; to introduce to the notice of the Court all busi- 
ness arising out of any measure which may have been adopt- 
ed by the Directors ; to bring forward all motions which 
require the sanction of the court, to lay annually before 
its members accounts, shewing the net proceeds of the 
Company’s sale of goods during the past year, the duties 
and allowances arising from private trade, tlie net profits 
of the Company in Great Britain, and the application and 
disposition thereof; a general statement per computation 
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of the Conipany‘’s affair^ to the 30th April in each year ; 
such accounts and papers as may from time to time be 
laid before either House of Parliament by the Court of 
Directors, and all proceedings in Parliament which in the 
opinion of the ("oiirt of Directors may possibly affect the 
riglits, interests, or privileges of the East-India Company 
generally, before the same shall have ])assed into a law. 

The following ])owers are vested in the Court. The 
election of (qualified persons to form the Court of Directors ; 
the declaration of dividends on the ca})ital stock of the 
Company, subject to certain legislative enactments.* The 
framing, altering, or repealing such bye-laws as may be 
deemed necessary for the good government of the East- 
India Company, provided such do not interfere with any 
Acts of Parliament. A general control over any increase 
to a salary or pension exceeding A* WO a year, or over any 
gratuity beyond 1^600 ; over the creation of any new officer 
at home or abroad with a salary exceeding n(^200 ; or over 
superannuated allowances to officers and servants in 
England. The Court can confer a tribute of *approbation 
and a jjecuniary reward, on any Eastern statesman or war- 
rior whose services may seem to them worthy of such ma- 
nifestations of popular gratitude ; should the donation, 
however, exceed the sums before-mentioned, it is subject to 
the confirmation of the Board of Control ; it can also 
demand copies of various public documents to be laid before 
it for discussion and consideration ; but by Act of Parlia- 
ment“|* it is prevented rescinding, suspending, revoking, or 
varying any order or resolution of the Court of Directors 
relative to the reveals, or civil or military government, 

• By an Act of Parliament in 181.3, the dividend fanm)t exceed 
10^ per cent: all profit beyond that is appropriated to territorial and 
other purpf)ses. The capital stock of the Conipany is Xfi, 000,000 
sterling^. 

t 33d Geo. lU. c. 52, passed in 1703. 



after the sairic shall have received the approbation of the 
Hoard of Control. 

The manner in which business is transacted in the House 
of Cominons and at the India House is very much alike. 
All motions except the ])revious (juestion is liable to amend- 
ment ; any member may call for a division on a question, 
and nine members (jualiiied to vote, may demand a division 
by ballot, but twenty-four hours must elapse after the 
jrem'ral court has atijourned before tile ballot can be pro- 
ceeded with ; the ballot cannot begin later than twelve, nor 
close earlier than six o’clock ; two or more ballots on the 
same day must be taken in separate iwrns; no lists can be 
received after the glass is finally sealed up ; mistakes in 
the names of candidates resolved by scrutineers ; the glasses 
examined when o])ened, and sealed up when the ballot is 
concluded ; ([iiestions are decided by a majority, and in 
case of an ecjuality, a determination is arrived at by the 
Treasurer drawing a lot. The gallery of the C’ourt is open 
to the reporters of the public press ; and although the claily 
papers can only afford s])ace for meagre outlines of the 
proceedings, which the editors think do not come within 
the desire of their subscribers, yet the fullest account of 
the debates are regularly published in the Asiatic JournuL 

As the Court jx)ssess the right, and exercises it, of 
nominating the Directors, they also, of course, have the 
right to remove them ; this extreme of power, has, however, 
been seldom resorted to, the retiring from office frequently 
enabling the proprietors to evince their feelings in a less 
decided, but not less efficacious manner. I allude to this 
circumstance particularly, because the Right Honourable 
Mr. Courtenay says, ‘‘ the Court of Proprietors have 
really no interest whatever in the concerns of India;” the 
riglit honourable gentleman, however, almost immediately 
(pialifies, if indeed he does not negative this statement, by 



admitting, “ they are certainly interested in the good go- 
vernment of India, and in the conduct of the China trade, 
so far as their dividends are affected,’’ and he adds, ‘‘ but 
otherwise they arc not the people whom the Indian Direc- 
tors represent in the government.” I cannot agree in this 
declaration ; the Directors are bo7ia fide the represen tives 
of the Proprietors ; they are responsible to the latter for 
the able fulfilment of the duties which arc delegated to 
them ; and if, for instance, a Director was known to be 
guilty of malversation, or found incapable of performing 
the functions of the office, the Court of Proprietors re- 
move him, and appoint another. 

The fallacy of this part of Mr. (.\)urtenay’s evidence re- 
quires hardly further demonstration ; as well might the 
right honourable gentleman say, that a member of Parlia- 
ment for Westminster did not represent the inliabitants of 
that city, because he was controlled in a certain degree by 
the Crown, and the Plouse of Lords, as the l^roprii'tors are 
by the Court of Directors, and the Ministerial Board of 
Control ! 

The Court of Proprietors operate, in fact, on the Indian 
executive, in a nearly similar manner to the House of 
Commons on the British executive. The executives may 
declare war ; the others may deny or check the munition 
thereof ; the proprietors, indeed, possessing equal power to 
the Commons, for they might instantly dismiss the whole 
Court of Directors, and ap|xnnt more pacific ones in their 
stead.* As to their possessing “ really no interest what- 
ever in the concerns of India,” it may be reasonably en- 
quired whether a man holding one share (£1,000), or ten 
shares (£10,000), the very existence of which depends on the 
continued connexion of India and England, and of the tea 

♦ I am of course assuming hero an e-xtreme ciiso, which has never 
happened, and probably never will. . 
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trade, has really no interest whatever in the concerns of 
India If a poor man, for example, with a large family, 
invests all his money in East-India stock, as affording a 
good rate of interest, has he no inducement to look after 
the management of that stock, on which the support of his 
family depends ? If the Company '’s government be involved 
in wars, and the profits on trade be trifling, so that instead 
of ten per cent, he receives two per cent., lias he no interest 
in the pnx;eedings of the persons to whom he delegates the 
management of his property ? Let us suppose, for a mo- 
ment, that the tea-trade now held by the Company be 
thrown ojum, and all commerce be interdicted to the Com- 
pany, where must the dividend come from ? From the 
Indian territory ; let us now further sup])ose a series of 
impolitic measures being put in force, which were driving 
the Hindoos into open rebellion, and hazarding the entire 
separation of Hiiidostan from England, have the Proprie- 
tors of India Stock no good interest in the government of 
India ? I will not dwell longer on a subject which it is 
extraordinary the generally acute mind of Mr. Courtenay 
could have so treated, but pass on to examine the functions 
of the repre.sentatives of the Court of Proprietors. 


The CouiiT of Directors of the East-India 
Company. 

This Court is composed of twenty-four (not of thirty”*) 
proprietors, qualified by Act of Parliament and chosen 
by ballot from the body of the electors. The neces- 
sary qualifications arc ; natural-born or a naturalized sub- 
ject of Great Britain, — the possession of £2,000 stock 
(no matter for what previous period), in his own right or 
for his own use ; not being a Director of the Bank of 


* Westminster Review, July 1832. 
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EnjSfland or South Soa Company, a resident in England for 
two years after holding office in India ; or liaving lield no 
maritime office in the service of the Company for two years 
previous to his proposed election ; and not having, under 
any plea or pretence whatsoever, endeavoured to obtain, 
directly or indirectly, a vote for tlie election of himself, or 
of any other person to be a Director. If elected, he takes 
a solemn oath in pursuance of an act ])assed (th(‘ S^^d 
George III.) of which the following is an extract, after 
binding him to carry on no ])rivate-trade, to have no deal- 
ings with tlu' (’oinpany except as a private* individual, 
nor to hold any place or office of emolument under the 
crown ; — 

And further I do swear, that I will not directly 
or indirectly accept or take any perquisite, emolument, 
fee, present, or reward, upon any account whatsoever, oi* 
any promise or engagement for any perquisite, emolu- 
ment, fee, present, or reward whatsover, for or in respect 
of the appointment or nomination of any j^ersoii or ])(*r- 
sons to any place or office in the gift or appointment ot* 
the said Company, or of me as a Director thereof, or for 
or on account of stationing or appointing the voyage or 
voyages of any .ship or ships in the said (k)mpany "s em- 
ploy, or for or on account of or any ways relating to any 
other business or affairs of the said Company. And I do 
further swear, that 1 will be faithful to the said Company, 
and, according to the best of my skill and understanding, 
give my best advice, counsel, and assistance for the support 
of the good government of the said Company,'” &c. 

The Bye-laws enact that a Director mu.st make a report 
to the Court previous to leaving England ; he has no power 
to remain beyond the seas more than one year, and is 
liable to removal by the Court of Proprietors. Six Direc- 
tors retire annually by rotation, and are not again eligible 



for one year and in case of death or removal, the Direc- 
tor who may be chosen to fill the vacancy liolds it only 
during the remainder of the term which his predecessor 
had to serve. Seven months'' public notice is given of any 
annual election ; printed lists of members qualified to vote 
are delivered at the same antecedent ]ieriod, and lists of qua- 
lified candidates art‘ published tliirty days before any elec- 
tion ; a chairman and deputy chairman are annually chosen 
by ballot. The Court must meet at least once in every week ; 
not less than thirteen Directors form a Court ; on all cjiu‘s- 
tions of inqiortance the sense of tlie Court is taken by 
ballot, and in case of an ecpiality of a (;ri .s, tlie drawing of 
a lot by the Treasurer determines. 

The Court of Directors cannot be considered, as the 
Westminster Reviewer insinuates, a ckxse junta, acting in 
perfect combination, as a corru])l or intriguing body are 
usually distinguished : it consists of men of various liabits, 
feelings, views, and character : neither is it true, as the 
Reviewer asserts, that the majority of the present Direc- 
tors, like their predecessors, are respectable city merchants 
and bankers,’’*’ on which peg he hangs the(|uestioii : — what 
superiority in knowledge of the people, of their manners, 
customs, religion, laws, peculiarities, prejudices, virtues 
and vices, can the merchants and bankers of the City of 
London, who have their own affairs to attend to, possess 
over any Board of Control wdiatsoever 

I am not writing to vindicate the constitution of the 
Court of Directors or Board of Control; nor observing 
whether there are too few Indian civilians and military 

• Those are frccjiiontly, I)ut not invariably re-olc‘ofocl. 'J’ho objocl 
of retiring by rotatit)ii aiul boiii^ re-elooted is staled to bt', for the 
purpose of securing; men fully competent by e'xperiem t' for the avdu 
oils duties of their office ; while the proprietors have thus a yearly 
power of exercisinjr their rights lus to the merits of each director. 

t Westminster Review, .Tidy 18.32, paoe Jtff 



men in the Court ; but on enquiring into the alleged 
fact, I find the following refutation of the Reviewer in 
the composition of the Court of Directors as it stood 31st 
December 1831. 

Profession of the Members of the Court of Directors. 

No. of l^orson^. 

Retired civil and law officers of the Company... 9 

Do. military officers of ditto 4 

Do. maritime ccanmanders of ditto 5 

Private Indian merchants, &c 4 

London merchants and bankers 8 

Services of the Court. No. of Yeaj s. 

Under ten years^ standing, from first election as 

Directors 15 

From ten to twenty^ ditto ditto 11 

From twenty to thirty, ditto ditto 9, 

From thirty, upwards 2 

More than twenty^ Directors had an extensive practical 
knowledge of Indian affairs, and seven were members of 
Parliament. 

It would be a waste of time to expose further the inac- 
curacy of the reviewer ; I shall merely observe, that on the 
occasion of the vacancy created by the demise of Captain 
Prescott, there were six or seven avowed, and an equal 
number of unavowed candidates, all of them gentlemen who 
had served in India from fifteen to thirty years, in politi- 
cal, military, and mercantile ca})acities. 

The Court of Directors enjoy full authority over all 
matters, at home as well as abroad, relating to the poli- 
tical, financial, judicial, military, and commercial affairs of 
the Company (with the exception of matters of the highest 


T take the thirty g-eiitlemen to whom the reviewer alludes. 



importiince entrusted to the Committee of Secrecy); but 
its proceedings are subject to various acts of parliament ; 
to the suj)erintendance of the Board of Control, and in 
several matters to the approval of the General Court, as 
before detailed. 

For the better fulfilment of tlicsc multifarious duties, 
the Court is divided into departmental committees, with 
<listinct subordinates : a plan which the Board of Con- 
trol was necessitated to imitate, and which is now seriously 
pro))osed for adoption in the House of Commons, from the 
clearness and facility which it occasions in the despatcli of 
business. 

The subdivision of the Court is as follows: — 

1. Secret Committee, 

2. (Correspondence ditto. 

3 . Treasury ditto. 

4. Government Troops and Stores ilitto. 

5. Legal Proceedings ditto. 

C. Military ditto. 

7 . Accounts ditto. 

8 . Buying ditto. 

{). Warehouses ditto. 

10. India House ditto. 

11. Ship})ing CConnnittee. 

12. Private Trade ditto. 

13. Civil (College ditto. 

1 4. Military fCoHege ditto. 

Altliough the duties of each Committee are partly de- 
fined by the title thereof, a few words explanatory of each 
may be advisable. 

1. Committee of Secrecy ^ — The cabinet council of the 
Company — ^functions ministerial — defined by Act of Parlia- 
ment,* composed of the chairman, deputy chairman, and 
• :y^ Geu. III. C.52, § 



senior director, wlio receive and deliberate on all despatches 
of the highest importance, relative to peace, war, or nego- 
gotiation abroad, and all matters of a delicate nature at 
home ; confer with the Board of Control ther€H)n, and 
officially sign })rivate despatches from the Board, the 
responsibility and power remaining with the latter ; the 
members and transcribers of documents arc* sworn to se- 
eresy ; and transactions which took place in 1814, have 
never yet been communicated to the body of the C’ourt. 

2. Committee of Correitp07ide7iee . — Standing committc*e 
for the transaction of general proceedings in India. Tlie 
voluminous records and despatches connectc'd vith the 
foreign governments, whether received from India, or 
emanating from tlie Board of Control, are under its juris- 
diction ; the number of ships, writers, cadets, and assistant 
surgeems required for the year, and their destination, are 
})re]mrcd by this committee for the decision of the C’ourt. 
Members : chairs,* and nine senior Directors. 

3. Treamrij Coonnittee . — Preside ocer ])ayments and 
receipts of the Company in Kngland, negotiate loans and 
all money matters at home. Members : as in the foregoing 
committee. 

4. GoeeriLDunit Troops <i)id Sto7'es Coimnittee* — Su])er- 
intend whatever relates to the employment of his Majesty‘’s 
land and naval forces in India, liquidating accounts, &c. 
Members as above. 

5. Legal Proceedhigs Committee . — Attend to any liti- 
gation at home or abroad in which the Company may be 
parties, consult with legal advisers, and submit their opi- 
nions, &c. to the Court of Directors. Members as above. 

6. Military Committee, — Hear the application of mili- 
tary invalided officers of the Indian army, or the widows and 

* 'J'lio cJiuirnijin and d(*|>uty-c*liairnian are thus termed for abbre- 
viation ; tlu'v ]»n*sjdo over all eomiuittees. 
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ttliildreii of sucli Jiaw fallen in tlu,* (-oinpany's stTviec ; 
all accounts relative to the fiiml naineil after Loril Clive 
are submitted to it, and re|)ortcd to the Court. Members : 
eliairs, nine senior, and three junior Directors. 

7. Ai'CouiitH Coininihec . — Inspect bills drawn on the 
Company at home and abroad; examine all pecuniary de- 
mands, and prepare statements of the concerns of the Com- 
j)any for the Courts of Directors and l*ro])rietors, and for 
Parliament. iNIembers: chairs, and six first junior Direc- 
tors. 

8. Coinnfil/rr . — (‘onlract ibr, and purciiase, 
various commodities foi* India and f Jiina. Alembers as 
tlie fore^'oiii”'. 

9. U7j)T/i(ni6C Conimiffet *. — Mercantile artairs at home 
and abroad are preparetl for the ultimaU‘ decision of the* 
Court, aiul certain military stores ])urchase(l by it. Meni- 
b(*rs as alxn e. 

10. India House Committee . — Have the cluirge, repair, 
&c. of the exten.sive building in Leadenhall Street, and 
the de]>artments attached thereto; inferior servants are 
ap])ointeil by it and rides framed for the clerks, . Mem- 
bers as before. 

11. Shipphiij Committee. — Distribution of outward- 
bound vessels, end)arkation of troops, re])air of sliips and 
packets owned by the C ompany ; examines naval officers ; 
arranges all points relating to freight, maritime contin- 
gencies and charter-parties; superintends marine st(n*es ; 
the character of marine officers, and hires ships w hen recpiir- 
ed. Members: the chairs and seven last junior Directors. 

12. Priimte Trade Committee. — l^rincipal business to 
si‘e that the privilege trade granted to the C’ompany's offi- 
cers be not fraudulently exceeded ; to examine private shi})s’’ 
journals, and superintend the direction of small craft 
employed l)y the Company’s shipping. Members as alnn e, 

V U 
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13. Civil College Committee . — Regulates the manage- 
ment of the Conipanv’s (’ollegc at Haileybury in all its 
details. Members: the chairs, six senior and four junior 
Directors. 

14. Militarg College Committee. — Performs similar 
duties at Addiscomhe C^dlege. Members: chairs, five 
senior and six junior Directors. 

It will be observed that several committees are composed 
of the same members, but the advantage of the division 
consists, it is alleged, in the simplification of accounts and 
details, each committee being jirovided with ofKcers trained 
up from an early age in all the routine of business which 
comes under their s})ecific di'partment, and who are thus 
rendered })erfectly conversant wdth its affairs. All persons 
aware of the machinery by which governments are worked, 
will admit the great practical benciits which attend on an 
utter absence of confusion amidst the most complicated 
business; on the utility derived from an undiminished 
attention being bestowed on minor circumstances, amidst 
tlic agitation of the most distracting events.* 

It has been lamented that tlie mode in which the com- 
mittees are divided is injurious to the well-being of the 
whole; a gentleman, fur instance, obtaining a seat in the 
dire ction with all liis knowledge of India fresh about him, 
is ])laced in one of the minor committees, and sliut out of 
all chance of a share in the executive part, viz. the Secret 
and ( Correspondence Committees, until his faculties become 
torpid by age ; but, on the other hand, it is stated that all 
documents not coming under the sole cognizance of the 
Secret Committee are read in open court, and according to 
the nature of the subject to which they relate, referred to the 
committee having charge of the subject ; if important merely 

• Tlie Board of Control, ]\fr. Courtenay says, was obli«.rod, for the 
sake of to ado|>t tlie India House plan of deparliuents. 
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to examine into alleged facts anti it) re])ort tlicreoi» ; — that 
every Director has full power to call for any despatch when 
he pleases ; — that when a despatch to India in reydy is 
approvecl by the Connnittee of C'orrespondenee, it remains 
a week, a fortnight, or even longer on the table of the 
Court, at the wish of a Director; — that a junior Direc- 
tor may move in court, and carry a reversal of the decisions 
and views of the Committee of Correspondence; — that 
with regard to despatches, &c. he has likewise the })rivilege 
of entering his dissent upon the minutes of the C-ourt, 
which dissent is sent to the Hoard of Control the very next 
<lay; — that, practically s})oaking, the voungeNt Director may 
take an active part in the government of India; — tliat 
rising by seniority gives a general knowledge of tlie whoU‘, 
and that, in fact, every gentleman u])on his first admission 
is eligible to the situation of Chairman or Deputy Ciiair- 
man, who sit on every Canmnittee, and whose offices are 
vacated annually. 

The reader will decide in his own mind as to which side 
the advantage remains with. 

1 cannot close this section of my subject without advert- 
ing to Mr. Hickards’ jdan of reform for the India House 
more particularly as — 

“ This is the patent age of new inventions, 

For killing bodies and for saving souls — 

All propagated with the best intentions ;** 

and Mr. liickards is a reformer on a grand scale : 

1st, ‘‘ Patronage to remain with the Directors.'^ So far 
Mr. Rickards is at issue with his brother reformers. 

2d. All important (|uestions to be brought before the 
Court of Proprietors for public examination ar.d debate.’" 
The opponents to this say that the Court fonnei*ly exer- 
cised this ])ower, but that it caused confusion, delay, and 

• Letter to the ILiard of t'ontrol, -Jd .luno IS.’!;?. 
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an ondless routine of l)UMncss, and that tiu' delegatinp^ of 
their authority to executive reprc'senlatives, whom the 
l^ropidetors have' tlie power of removing from office*, an- 
swers every gooef purpose. 

3d. The Court of Directors to hi* reduc(‘d to four- 
teen members, anef as no commerct* is to he allowed, the 
Court is to he divided into three committees, witli three* 
Directors in each e-onimittee ; one for Ifenival, another for 
Madras, and a third for Ifomhay ; witl) a siipe'rior con- 
trolling committed' of live Directors (chair and de'jnity), 
to communicate with the ‘ (government Gein'ral’ of India, 
and with jiower ejver tlie inferior committees. Tlie mem- 
bers of the junior cemnnittee of Bombay to succeed bv 
seniority to that of Maelras ; tlumce to Bengal; anel ulti- 
mately to the superior committe'e, a memlx'r from which to 
be always chairman of the infe'nor tamnnittees. 

Here, again, i\lr, llickarels is at variance M’itli some of 
the India constitution framers of the day ; some are stre- 
nuously contending for uniting the three jiresidencies, 
])]acing the entire army under one commander-in-chief 
and one etat-m a j or ; others would transfer the whole Indian 
army to the jurisdiction of the crown (!); and many 
will have India governed as a large colony : all of which 
projects as well as liundreds of others, are c(jually at 
variance with Mr. Rickards* reform.* 

I must not omit to add, that Mr. Rickards says the 
Board of (-ontrol should be abolislicd as a cuinbrousf 
piece of machinery, and replaced by a seerretary of state, 
with a suitable establishment, and power of control over 
the Court of Directors.*’ Does Mr. Rickards know the 

• Mr. R.'.s plan of governing: India will l>e found under the ehji|)ter 
which treats of the Foreign (loverninent. 

t Who are the ciimhrous nieinhers of tlie liourd, in l\lr. Rickards' 
opinion? — The Right Hon. (-’harles or KohertHrant, Sir K.ll. Fast, 
Mr. Kllisnn Ilolt Alackcjj/.ie ? — or were tln‘v Sir James Mackintosh 
or Sir John Macdonald ''' 
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(•oridition of (Ceylon, under a “ secretary of state with a 
suitable establishment P’"* But to come nearer home; as 
Mr. Rickards proposes a ‘^viceroy"’ for India, and a ‘‘lord 
chancellor^’ with “a noble title,” with a “secretary of state” 
over all, he will allow me to ask him, what has a viceroy 
and lord chancellor and a secretary of state, all with suit- 
able establishments and “noble titles,’’ what have they 
done for Ireland, witliin tw-entv-four hours’ sail of England, 
after seven hundred years’ government ? Has not Ireland 
been a scene ot‘ di^eord, bUxulshed, and famine, melan- 
choly to witness, and fearful to c()ntcm]date tlie result of? 
Indeed, those wlu) possess a knowlt*dge of the feelings w hich 
pervade the breasts of millions of Irishmen, and reflect on 
the policy which has been adoj)ted towards her under the 
government of a viceroy, lord chancellor, and secretary, 
imagine that the legislative union between the two king- 
doms is fast drawing to a clost‘, a termination to misgo- 
vermnent which it is (juestionable whether the most liberal 
concessions would now avert. 

Ireland has been taught a lesson fatal to riders, by ob- 
structing the course of justice, and delaying to grant it 
until fear has bestowed with a niggard liand what oppres- 
sion durst no longer retain. Would Mr. Rickards set up 
the example of Ireland as a guide for the government of 
India or does he think men entrusted w ith almost irre- 
sponsible power, are not the same in every age and in 
every country ? In Ireland, that ])ower which Mr. Rick- 
ards s})eak.s of investing a viceroy, lord chancellor, and 
secretary of state with, has been wielded by^a few' to 
the exclusion of the many but tlie latter, w^eary of being 

• Mr. Ricknrds, it is triio, talks of a lo^islativo fouiu-il of Hindoos 
for India. Mas not Ireland had her le<;'islati\e (privy) eouneil of 
Irishmen ‘r* ami have they striven to stem tyrariny, or bowed to its 
power? What expectation is there that the Jliiidoos w^ould aet 
otherwise ? 
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shot and starved, or refusing any longer to die in a ditcli, 
have tunied the tables, and like elephants broke loose from 
their domesticity, are ready to exercise witli veliemence 
their tremendous strength. If Mr. Rickards'’ admirers be 
desirous that the Hindoos should be placed in this state 
before they are fit to govern themselves, but which fortu- 
nately for Ireland is not the case with her people, let his 
reform be adopted ; in the name of anarchy let there be a 
breaking up of the Home Government of India, a Secre- 
tary of State instead of a Hoard of Control, &c. &c., — 
there will soon be little necessity for governing the Angh~ 
Eastern empire. 


Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 

The power vested in the crown and its ministers over the 
government of India, has been exercised since 1784 bv a 
Board, which consists of such members of the Privy C’oun- 
cil as his Majesty may be pleased to appoint,’^ of whom the 
two principal secretaries of state and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer shall always, ew officio, form three. -f- The 
president is also nominated by the crown ; is usually a 
cabinet minister, and in all changes of administration retires 
from office, together with the salaried commissioners and 
secretary. 

The following extract from the Act of Parliament will 
best explain the powers of the Board : — 

The superintendance and control over all the Britisli 
territorial possessions in the East-Indies, and over the affairs 
of the United Company of Merchants trading thereto. 

To superintend, direct, and control all acts, opera- 

• 33 GUio. III. c. 52, s.3,4. 

t In the present Board, Earl C»rey, and Lords Althorp, (lodcrieh, 
and Palmerston, have a seat. 
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lions, and concerns, wliicli in anywise relate to the civil or 
military government or revenues of the British territorial 
jx)ssessions in the East-Indics, in the manner hereinafter 
directed. 

“ All the members of the said Board, at all convenient 
times, have access to all papers and muniments of the 
said United Company, and are furnished with such ex- 
tracts, or copies thereof, as they require. The Court of 
Directors are directed to deliver to the Board copies of 
all minutes, orders, resolutions, and other proceedings of 
all General and Special Courts of IVoprietors of the (.\)m- 
paiiy, and of the Court of Directors, so far as relate 
to the civil or military government or revenues of tlie 
British territorial possessions in the East-Indies, within 
eight days after the ludding of such respective Courts; 
and also copies of all despatches whieli the Directors 
receive from any of their servants in the East-Indics, im- 
mediately after the arrival thereof ; also copies of all 
letters, orders, and instructions whatsoever, relating to 
ihe civil or military government or revenues of the Bri- 
tish territorial possessions in the East-Indies, })roposed 
to be sent or despatched by tlic Court of Directors t(i 
any of the servants of the C'ompany in the East-Indies ; 
the Court of Directors are required to pay due obe- 
dience to, and to be governed and bound by such ordei’s 
and directions as they shall, from time to time, rec^eive 
from the Board, touching the civil or military government 
and revenues of the British territorial possessions in the 
East-Indies. 

Whenever the Court of Directors neglect to transmit 
to the Board their intended despatches on any subject, 
within fourteen days after requisition made, it is lawful 
for the Board to prepare and send to the Directors (without 
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waiting for the receipt of the copies of despatches in- 
tended to be sent by the said Court of Directors as afore- 
said), any orders or instructions to any of the governments 
or presidencies aforesaid, conceniing the civil or military 
government of the British territories and possessions in 
the East-Indies ; and the Directors are required to trans- 
mit despatches, in the usual form (pursuant to the tenor 
of the said orders and instructions to be transmitted to 
them), to the respective governments and presidencies in 
India, unless on any representation made by the Direc- 
tors to tlie Board, touching such orders or instructions, 
the Board shall direct any alteration to be made in the 
same, which directions the Court of Directors are bound 
to conform to.’^ 

It will be seen by the foregoing, tliat tlic oath imposes 
on the Commissioners the resi3onsible duty of governing 
India to the best of their ability and judgment, as much, 
and as completely, as if there were no inferior court, or ad- 
ministrative }X)wer ; in the same manner as the House of 
Lords is bound to legislate for the general weal as fully as 
if no Lower House of Parliament existed. 

The controlling functions of the Board are exercised in 
revising despatches prepared by the Court of Directors, 
and addressed to the governments in India ; the original- 
ing functions in requiring the Court to pre])are despatches 
on any named subject, in altering or revising such despatcli, 
so as completely to alter its meaning or entire purport 
if it deem fit ; the Board, I believe, asserts the power to 
forward despatches to the governments in India without 
communicating their contents at all to the Court of Direc- 
tors, not even to the Secret Committee thereof, which was 
sjuxially formed by Act of Parliament for signing offi- 
cially the orders of the King’s Commissioners for India. 



^Vit]l the exception of the China Trade, the functions of 
the lioard .are almost par.amount over all the affairs of the 
Coni[)any, and Mr. Courtenay says, the Hoard has had a 
laro-e share in the government of India.’*** 

Tin* evidence of the right honourable gentleman in 
wliieli tin* foregoing passage is given, having the a])pear- 
anec* of stating that the Court of Directors were mere ciphers 
in the luinds of the Hoard, Mr. (V)urtenay at lus next 
examination said, on being questioned, that he thouglit 
nine-ti‘nths of the most important business connetrted with 
India had originated witli the Court of Directors.’^ 

Again the right honourable gentleman observes, — 
u important despatches on political subjects have 

originated with the Court of Directors, founded upon an 
extent and accuracy of information [)erhaps not ]>ossessed 
by the Hoard, and it is t*xtremely probable that in these 
instances the Hoard have not interfered with the Court’s 
due.*” INIorcover, — the Court of Directors, comprising 
within themselves all the functions of all the Hoards wliicli 
conduct the business of a great state, must have, and liave, 
the larger share in tlie administration.*” '^rhe clear and 
judicious evidence of Mr. Auber confirms this ; for out of 
7,978 drafts of despatclies sent up to the Hoard from the 
India House, from 1814 to 1831, the Hoard only altered 
690, and even consented to modify seventy-six out of the 
latter number. 

Business at the India Hoard was performed in a very 
uns.atisfactory manner prior to 1807 ; it was then modelled 
after the manner of the India House; — There arc six 
departments: 

1. Accounts, 

Revenue. 

3. Judicial. 

* E>i(loncc bel’oro railiamoiil in Fobruarv 18,S2, 
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4. Military. 

5. Secret and Political. 

6. Foreign and Public. 

The duties of each are defined by their names ; the latter 
embraces ecclesiastical and commercial subjects. The head 
of each department makes himself acquainted with all 
matters connected therewith, and reports upon every jmra- 
graph sent from the India House. The departmental 
reports are made to the secretary, and from him to the 
commissioner, who undertakes the particular branch of 
business to which they refer. 

It is in evidence before Parliament tliat an extraordinary 
degree of harmony exists between the Court of Directors 
and Board of Control, although “ the Court have never 
scrupled to state in the most manly and energetic terms, their 
opinions when opposed to those of the Board but tlioy 
have offered no opposition for opposition sake. Communi- 
cations are made between both parties j)r‘vious to any draft 
of a despatch being drawn up, wliich it is truly stated have 
for their object free discussion ; and are used as amicable 
propositions to furtlier propositions, affording tlie Board 
an opportunity to state objections if existing; to offer amend- 
ments and additions without assuming a dictatorial air, and 
enabling each party to become acquainted with each others 
sentiments, without being committed in point of dignity or 
consistency. These preliminany communications being over, 
the official draft is prepared, and in fact, every })recaution 
is used to prevent direct collision between the two jiowers. 

The preceding details are sufficient to shew the nature of 
the Home Indian government ; it may be said to consist of a 
triple power, combining in practice as well as in theory 
the requisite or the necessary qualifications of number, 
intelligence, property, local as well as general exj)ericnce, 
and official responsibility ; with nearly-co-ordinate powers 



77 


I’o-oporatiiig for the general good ; the Court of Proprietors 
acting as a cheek on the Court of Directors in money and 
coiiunercial matters; tlie Board of Control on the Court of 
Directors in j)olitical, judicial, financial, and military affairs; 
and the two houses of Parliament on all. But it is between 
the Board of Control and the Court of Directors that the 
antagonist force ])nncipally rests; the preponderance is, how- 
ever, much in favour of the crown. The Court may origi- 
nate measures, but the Board may effectually put a veio 
thert‘on, and framt* totally opjM)site measures in their stead, 
which if the Court of Directors object to, there remains no 
other resort tlian a remonstrance, followed by an appeal to 
the King in Council (against the King\s Ministers) ; and 
when it is recollected that the Board of Control is backed 
by the whole weight and influence of his Majesty’s govern- 
ment, of which it forms a component part, the absolute 
and extensive authority over the Indian empire now vested 
in the Cabinet will be appreciated by those who wisely pre- 
fer a constitution so regulated that the balance shall vibrate 
more frequently in favour of the commonalty than of the 
crown. 

The good sense and attachment to liberty of the British 
nation made them averse to Mr. Pox’s India bill ; and the 
intention of Mr. Pitt in devising the Board of Control,* 
evidently was tliat it shoidd operate as a wholesome check 
on the East-lndia Ck)mpany, by whom it was naturally 
expected the impulse would first be given in all matters 
relating to the g<x)d government of India ; but sliould they, 
in any unforeseen manner, neglect the duty imposed on 
them, an extreme power devolved on the Board of Control. 
I proceed, however, in the next section, to shew what other 
power rests with the i?rown and its ministers respecting 

• The hiojjrapher of Mr. Pitt says, he desired it to be “ a Board of 
(^mlrol iiiterferini*- upon pt)ints onU.*’ 
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the Indian empire, leaving iny readers to draw llieir own 
conclusions on the facts developed in the pivct^ling 
pages. 


The Home Patkojcage oj- India. 

The Westminster Review*’^ for July 1S32 asserts, that 
the Directors of the East-Iiidia Company “ share hetwei*n 
them a })atronage worth funn half a million to TfiOOjOOO 
per annum/^^^ An allegation like this, coming from a journal 
deservedly possessing a high reputation, wliich it has earnetl 
by its unflinching advocacy of the cause of the poor aiul 
ensla\ed, as well by its profound talent as its luculeiit 
observations, well merits consideration. Before saying any 
thing on the subject of the value of llie Directors' patron- 
age, let us first see in what it consists. The patronage of 
individual Directors is confined to nominating the writers, 
cadets, and assistant-surgeons in Imgland, who are to bi* 
sent out to India. This is their rewardf for devoting their 
whole time, talent, and experience to the conducting of ihi* 
affairs of an immense empire, and a most valuable portion 
of the commerce of Great Britain.j 

Acccording to a parliamentary return, the* number oi' 
writers, cadets, and assistant-surgeons sent out to the three 
I’residencies during five years have been as follows : — 


Of Wkitkks: 


1H26-27.... 

. . . . No. 62 

1827-2H 

64 

1828-20 


1829-30 

63 

1830-31 

61 


Nominations hy tlio 
Board of Contiol 
during these years, 
4. G. 3. 2. 7. 


* Page 100 — “ Constitution and Government of India.'’ 
t There is a salary of .i'300 a year attached to the office. 

I I’he tea-trade, for instance, which yields annually nearly three 
millions and a half sterling to the British exchequer, is oiily o?/frhraueh 
<»f commerce for wliich the public arc indebted to the Company. 
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Of Cauktr : 


1826-27. 

No. 438 ' 

Nominations hv the 

I827-2S. 


Hoanl <liinntr tin* 


344 

Jv . 

four first sears. 

IS2‘»-:hL 

200 

63. 

i83o-:n . 

05 . 



Of Assistant Sckgeons: 

IH2(;-27 . 

No. 7-' 


1Sl>7-l>s . 


Nominations hv the 



the Board diirinjj* 

I«2‘b36 . 

(si 

these \ears — 1(>. 

183(1-31 . 

•!;< j 



This civil patronage is lessening- in number and nominal 
value, and will continue to lessen every year, from the 
greater employment of the natives in official situations, 
and the diminishing pay of the Kuro])ean functionaries. 
The yearly average of apjx)intments for the last five years, 
has been as follows : — 


U'ritcrs : 

For China, yearly No. I 

India !...* 3'2-J 

^Malacca, &e (► 

(’adi’t." : 

Kn^'int'ors and Artillery ^7*2 

(hivnlry * 15-2 

1 nfantry 124*8 


Assistant Surj^t’OTjs 

(Jiiaplains 

Indian Navy 

J'ilot Service 

baw officers 

Members of Council . 


56 

5*8 

12 

4 

]-2 

2*2 


In e\'ery five years : 


Military and Marine Sun^eyors General 1 

Surg'eon to China 1 

Chaplain to do 1 

Inspector of teas to do - 
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The foregoing is the actual }3atronage of tlic Directors 
individually. How the reviewer could make l)alf a million, 
or .£^600,000 out of it is another question, for not 
only is the sale of all offices in the Company's service 
strictly prohibited by Act of Parliament,* but every Direc- 
tor is under the most sacred obligation of an oath, that he 

will not directly, or indirectly, accept or take any per- 
quisite, emolument, fee, present, or reward upon any ac- 
count wliatever, or any promise or engagement for any 
jx?rquisite, emolument, fee, present, or reward whatsoever, 
for or in respect of the appointment or nominati(m of any 
person or persons, to any place or office in the gift or 
appointment of the «aid Company, or of himself as a 
Director thereof.*” 

Indeed tlie discussions before Parliament and the public 
shew the watchfulness with which this oath is attended, 
were it not taken by men who stand as high for honourable 
])rinciples as any community in the world. Not only is 
there the check of the public on this oath, but the vigilance 
of the Court of Directors themselves, in preventing the most 
remote or indirect infringement of it is deserving notice. 
In 1827 the Court suspecting that a sale of patronage 
had occurred, they immediately brought before the public 
the whole of the parties concerned in the transaction, not- 
withstanding that one of the parties implicated was a 
member of their own body ; some of the accused were con- 
victed and imprisoned ; — and several years ago a Director 
was thrown out of his situation, in consequence of being 
engaged in some trafficking in his patronage. Whenever 
the Court have surmised that any negotiation has been 
on foot for the obtainment of patronage, they have left 
no means untried to discover the source, and the indivi- 
duals concerned ; they have even recalled several of their 
♦ Geo. III. c. 12G. 
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civil and military servants frmn India, and dismissed them 
entirely from their service, in consequence t)f discovering 
til (i their appointments were unduly obtained, although 
the young gentlemen themselves were unconscious of it; 
while their friends or ])arents who had entered into the 
penalty bonds of .X’3,000 sterling, forfeited the same, in 
consequence of such discoveries ! 

Hut it may be asked, how then is the patronage of the 
l)in*ctors distributed ? A Director is generally a retired 
civil, military, or commercial Indian gentleman ; he has 
passed the greater part of liis life in the east, and destines 
his sons for the same country, probably it is that of their 
birth ; his family claims, if he have provided for them, arc 
succeeded by the claims of talent and indigence, which, it is 
hut just to state, have ever met with encouragement at the 
India House ;* many army and naval officers having no 
other patrimony than their sword, have had their children 
provided for, — numerous individuals toiling in the east, in 
the Company ‘’s service, have been cheered on in their arduous 
task by the prospect of provision being made for their 
children, if their talents entitled them to it. Hut that it 
may be seen the manner in which the patronage of the 
C’onrt is diffused, I take a classification of w riters appointed 
during the last five years. 


Apj’Ointkd iVtini the Company's Coi.lkok at IIaileyblhy. 


Sons of ()l>leuu*ii No. 3 

Do. Baronets S 

l)t>. Cler^’inen 14 

J)i). Directors B 

l>o. Comj)anyh^ Civil Servants 30 

Do. ditto Military ditto 


^ Many orphatis and others, whoso misfortnnes and tnerits were 
their only elaim, have received appointintnits from donors M'hose 
names they have uvwr yet learned, and to wljoiii they were perfect 
strangers. 
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Sons of Company's Naval Service Officers .... No. 42 
Do, his Majesty’s Military and Naval Officers.. -7 
Do. IMerchants, Bankers, Professional and Pri- 
vate Gentleinen .. 

Total 22 {) 

Appoixtaiknts from the London Board for Candidatks. 

Sons of Clery-ymen No. 7 

Do. hi^ Majesty’s Army and Naval Officers .. 10 

Do. Company's Civil Servants IG 

Do. ditto Army and Navy IG 

Do. ^lerchants, Bankers, Professional and Pri- 
vate gentlemen 

Total 711 


This patronage which now operates as a reward for past 
efforts or deeds of the donor, and an approbation of exist- 
ing merit, as well as a stimulus to future exertions for the 
receiver, is like the tributary streams of a mountain torrent, 
which circulate over a country but to beautify and fer- 
tilize it ; but Miiich, pent up in its rocky channel, would not 
only idly run its course to the ocean, but frequently over- 
flowing its banks, prove formidable sources of evil and 
danger. 

I need say no more as to the Reviewer’s unjust statement, 
it would have been well if he had adhered to his intention, 
‘‘ not to deal with mere assertion, when no facts were 
before him respecting patronage they are now before 
him and open to his criticism. 

The crown possesses through the Preside , of the Board 
of Control, a direct patronage, equal to that of the chairman 
or deputy chairman of the Court, which is equivalent to that 
of two Directors, in addition to the appointment of judges, 
bishops, the officers of the hinge's army and the king’s 
navy in India ; there is also vested in ministers, through 
* Page 98. 
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tin* ])resi(iont of tliu Board, other powers, {permission 
to ^rant licenses to free mariners ; the president acts inde- 
])endent of the Directors in recommending officers of the 
Indian army for the honours of the Bath ; countersigns 
warrants and letters-jpatent relating to the see of CalcvUta; 
warrants of approbation of governors and commanders- 
in-ehief, also warrants of dismissal of any public officer in 
India, and although the Court of Directors may recall a 
governor, assigning criminatory reasons as the cause, the 
Board of Control may convert them into commendatory 
reasons, though the recall must take jdace. 

The indirect patronage of the crown is also very great : 
it is true that the nomination of the governor-general , 
the governors of the presidencies, the commanders-in- 
chief, and members of council in India, is vested in the 
C’ourt of Directors, but a negative is placed on the nomi- 
nations of the C/ompany, by means of a power granted to 
the King to recall, by an order under his sign-manual, any 
of the civil or military functionaries in India. Now, 
although this measure was in all probability designed for 
the purpose of securing the services of men best qualified 
for the stations which they were called on to fill, yet it 
ap]pears from the evidence Ix^fore Parliament that the 
crown has for some time taken advantage of the controlling 
power vested in the King, and swayed the general and 
higher jiatronage of the Court of Directors. Mr. Cour- 
tenay says, that the apjKiintment of governors, &c., is 
generally by a compromise between ministers and the Court 
of Directors; the Court consenting to a particular ap- 
pointment, on condition that the next nomination shall be 
at their own disposal. But if we look at the names of the 
distinguished and talented individuals who have filled the 
most exalted stations in India, since the days of Lord 
Teignmouth, we shall find that, however great their abilities, 
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they were more indebted to their Whig or Tory friends 
than to the former, no matter how splendid. 

It would be a libel on the Court of Directors to say 
tliat they would not, if they had the power, always select 
men like Elphinstone, Malcolm, ]\Ietcalf, Bavley, or Jen* 
kins, to fill the ))osts of governors, or governors-general, 
instead of Lord Clare, Sir Frederick Adam, Mr. Lush- 
ington, or Lord Amherst ; no matter how great the /yc/zera/ 
knowledge of the Gentlemen alluded to. 

These remarks are not made inviditiusly towards the 
latter named individuals ; I have as little doubt tliat 
tile Marquis of Cornwallis, Manpiis of Wellesley, Earl 
Minto, Marquis of blastings, and I.ord William lientinek, 
or Sir E. Paget, liOrd Combermere, I..ord Dalhousie, or 
Sir E. Barnes, ow ed their apjKjintmcnts to the Ministers of 
the day, and not to their great energies or talents, as I 
liavc in any of the preceding cases. I merely mention the 
circumstance to shew the vast extent of patronage already 
enjoyed by the crown in India, every governor-general, 
governor, eoimnander-in-chief, judge, hishoj), &c., aj)- 
})ointed under its influence, necessarily swaying the opi- 
nions of an immense numlier of subordinates abroad, and of 
relatives, friends, and connections at home. 

Those who thoughtlessly yield assent to the idea of 
pulling down the present system of Indian home govern- 
ment, would do well to attend to the declaration of Earl 
Grey when assigning one of his important reasons for 
])ringing forward the Reform Bill, viz. to prevent the 
exercise of a government of patronage in Taigland, substi- 
tuting therefor one of moral influence ; while the proceed- 
ings, with regard to tlic civil list, prove that the power and 
prerogative of the crown is considered as already suffici- 
ently extensive, consistent with due security for the liberties 
and luip]jiness of tlie people. Whether the Court of Di- 
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motors Ixf <Icprivecl of* tlu*ir patronage or of iluir political 
jK>\ver, in either case the influence whicli would devolve on 
the ministers of tlie crown be very great. AVerc the 

patronage of apptnntnient transferred to the universities, 
&c., as is proposed, the Directors would require remunera- 
tive salaries for the duties they uow^ jierform. On the other 
liand, if the C’ourt of Directors were abolished, a ministe- 
rial department would have to be t reated to siipjdy their 
place, and a variety of imj)ortaiit offices of tlie state, eagerly 
coveted by the aristocracy of the land, together ^cith the 
great establishment of the India House which coidd not be 
disjKmsed witli,* would bt* at the disposal of the crown. 
If to all this we add the tui'ning over of tlu^ Indian army 
to the king, and the conver>ion of tlu‘ Peninsula of Hindoo- 
tan into a Colonial possession, both of which events are 
now being discussed before the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, we shall have a government at home 
strong enough at any time to follow the example of Spain 


* J'ht* total ox|ion''t‘.s of the Iralia JIou.so art' about .t'.’hia.OUO a 
of wliirh .i’7-,000 is coniiiiereial, and tlu* rt inaindiu* political. While 
on this subject, 1 must iioticc the utifair siatcmont of the W t stniiu'^ter 
Kc\ie>ver as to the Iinlia Hou^^e charj»t's haNin^* increa'^cd ; 

to emleavour to eke out whieh, he has tac-ked <ni the pi iisions to the 
salaries, and entirely omitted the emisideration t>f tlu* <»reat extent of 
business which has taken phice>sinee 1S14 in Indian utlairs, and 
which in everv p‘ovornnu*nt seems t<» {ro hand in liantl witli civilization 
and freedom. 1 reeornmend the Keviewer's attention to tiie following' 
parliamentary return ; — 

Total Numeka of Pkhson.s employed hy the Kast-Ixdia 
('oMPANY in Kxoi.ano. 


No. ENpettsM. 

In 1S17 .... 

In 


Dimimition 4 1- .... t'4.4,7'ld 


The Secretarv’a-otfiee at tlieindia llou«^e im'lmlt'" tilt\ -six person'-; 
in 1827* it cost 'I’hc expen-e of tlu* I’XMiuir'iry - otliee is about 

Jt‘21,00d; that of tlie Alililarv Scerelarv s t'b, «><*<). I’he expense of 
tlie India Board is niiont .i.’.40,utto u \r-ir. 



and Portugal, when their respective monarchs were sove- 
reigns in Asia and America !* 

I will not dwell longer on the foregoing circumstances, 
notwithstanding their incalculable importance to India as 
well as to England, because every intelligent person who 
marks the progress of passing events, will I think perceive, 
in the preceding sketch of the Home governments of 
India, the existence of present benefit as well as the 
germ of future advantages, and the positive danger to lx)th 
countries by rash or crude plans of fancied pt^rfection 
l)eing urged for adoption at this eventful crisis of the 
world ; more especially if the growing instability of peace 
between Great Britain and Russia, be reflected on*f and 
the power which the latter possesses (which need not he 
denied) of embarrassing this empire in a very vulnerable 
portion of it, and which might prove as inimical to tlu* 
permanent connection of the British dominions, as the 
incursion of nortliern and w^estern barbarians, in former 
ages, proved fatal to the proud and widely eoiujuering 
mistress of the earth. Prudence, therefore, independent of 
warmer feelings, w'ould dictate the advantage of continuing 
the present system of Home Indian government (without 
permitting a further addition of patronage or jiower to the 
crown), according to the motto of the East-India Com- 
pany, “ Auspicio Regis et Senatus Anglice while the in- 
creasing vigilant control of Parliament, the fast growing 

• One witness before Parliament in the present year, Mr. Holt 
Mackenzie I think it is, told the Committee he thought Ministers 
would be in want of some more patronag^e since the passing of th(‘ 
Reform Bill, and therefore they should have that of India! Would 
Mr. Mackenzie force on Earl Grey that which he brought in the 
Reform Bill to obviate the necessity of declaring that no honest 
man could be Minister under the present system Y 

t Since the foregoing w^as written, Lord Durham’s special mission 
to Petershurgh has hetm announced, one of the alleged causes of 
which is an intrigue with some o4’ the northern powers on <Mir Indian 
frontier. 
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influence of public opinion, and tlie omnipotence of the 
press, will from time to time, suggest and carry into effect 
such improvements as may be safely, and with a prospect of 
permanent benefit, enacted ; recollecting always that govern- 
ments are not like a forge nail, struck out at a single heat 
of the iron, but like an oak tree which grows from year to 
year, and the greater its age the deeper and firmer become 
its roots, until at last transplanting (or change) would be 
fatal to the existence of the forest monarch. 
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( llAPTEil IV. 

FREE TRADE WITH INDIA WHAT HA\ K VKK\ I J \s RKM I 

OF LATE ? A DECREASE OF IMl'DHTS AND EXTORTS ! — 

THE ASSERTIONS OF ME. CRAWFriM) 11 EM TED IN- 

CREASE OF COTTON GOODS OWING TO THE DlSPl. AC EM EM 

OF SEVERAL MILLION OF HINDOO MANEFACTrU ERS 

DEPLORARLE EFFECTS THEREOF DESC RIBED RV BISHOP 
HERKK AND OTHERS, WITH RECiARD TO SLRAT, DAC C A, 
iS:C. KESTUU TIONS ON THE INDIA TRADE RV PARLIA- 

MENT AND THE GOVERNMENT; NOT RY THE COMPANY, 
WHO HAVE GIVEN E\ ERV FACILITY FOR COMMERC-E. 

The flux and efilux of prosperity and tlistress, by which 
b'.ngland has been alternately excited or dejiressed, has en 
birth to a variety of projects for the mitigation of* tvils 
necessarily attendant on such constitutional convulsions ; 
and which, in their jiaroxysins or suhseejuent fitjneope^ are 
ocjually fatal to the jiermanent healtli and happiness of tlie 
nation. One of the most specicuis delusions of tlie jircsent 
day is tlie cry of a free trade with India,’’ which coupled 
as it is supposed to be with the downfall of the “ East- 
India Company’s nionopfly” forms the standing toiist, and 
the electioneering test of large bodies of respectable indivi- 
duals, who liave heretofore been looking at only one side of 
the question, apparently quite forgetJful that every case, 
however bad, has two aspects. I do not commence this 
chapter with an intention to espouse the cause of monopoly 
in trade, for I think that internal coniniorce in the hands 
of a few is as injurious, in a mercantile view, as the exclu- 
riun of the many from political pouci is (lelrimeiital l(» 



liberty. * Hut I might, did space and time permit, shew tin? 
extensive trade which the East-India Company created, 
fostered, and still protect for the benefit of the jKH)ple of 
this country ; tliat, when assailed by the malignant 
rivalry of foreign Europeans, with tlie weajxms both of art 
and arms, sacrificed by their own rulers to favoritism and 
foreign influence, and weighed down in common with the 
rest of their own eountrymeii, by the effect of wars ! and 
rev4)lutioiis, the Company yet preserved the national sta- 
tion in the India trade, by dint of extraordinary exertion 
and at an immense expense, a trade most valuable in 
itself, and still more valuable as iiu hiding the reversion of 
an emj)ire — 1 might with truth assert that the bl(x>d 
and treasure spent in procuring a prtM>ccupancy or jne- 
eminence for Englishmen in tlie eastern hemisphere, is 

* I l)4*g to rolVr to tlu' introduotioii of niv work on tho Ti*a 'fradi*, 
for tlu‘ definition of ]><diti«*al HTid eoniitiereial liberty, foreign und 
doine'liir, of wliioh Aiiierirti ufronb an exaniplo. 

t Mr. hiekaiaN that duriiii^the eight yeiir>' war which ended 
nith (he ti’eaty of Il^^"■i^■k, the (’onipiinN (as- nell a> the ]>uhiic) 
laine<l vast luftses, their trade being reduced to s<i precarious a slate 
(liat for several >ears tliey were nnabh* to divide any profits. Dtn inn 
the war Hritisli laendiant ships w<*re cajitiired l>v Freindi ships 

of war and |jri\att*ei*s ; among the captured w ere se\ei al valuable 
luum ward-houiul Indiamen. Kiekards*] ndia, vid. iii. p. 14.*i. 

J IMticpherson, in his History of the European Coinineree wdth 
India, gives a deUiiled account of the sums of money paid to 
public by the Eust-India (h»inpany tor permission t(> erect that splen- 
did empire which they have added to On‘at Britain. The sums thus 
paid amounted, from to t4> upwards of teinnillion sterling! 

'I'he expenses to the. (himpany caused by the home wars carried on 
by govornmoni against France, America, &c., were upwards of fifteen 
million sterling, previous to those of the present centur^^ In 
the East-lndia (’oinj)any raised 6,000 seamen for the tiavv, and huilf, 
armed, and completely equipped ihfee ships of seveiity*h>nr guns each 
for the crown. In 1H03 the Company presentea 10,0ft0 tons of 
shipping to the public for six months, or longer if required ; largo 
sums wore, paid in bounty for seamen. The expenses which fell on the 
(U>mpany by the American war were upwards of .£4,000,000! Many 
other sums of immense value might he added to these items ; but 
perhap-s (he jmhlic of the present day would not heed them. 

^ Expi'cssious ol tlic Right Honourable Robei t Hraiit. 





almost incalculable in its worth ; that the improvement in 
our manufactures, in naval skill and architecture, and in 
the languages and literature of Asia, have been in the 
preceding much indebted, and in the latter, mainly owing 
to this commercial corporation, (of whom it woidd be diffi- 
cult to say whether their mercantile or their military 
exertions were the greatest), were I not repelled bv the 
irksomeness of detail, and encouraged by the hope that 
the principles of gratitude have not departed from a land 
in which they were once supposed to hold their favoured 
abtxle. Let us therefore proceed to examine the nature of 
our present trade with India, and the effects which have 
resulted from the opening therwf (as it is termed) since 
1814. Before doing so, however, I cannot avoid offering a 
few remarks for the removal of two or three mistaken ideas 
respecting the East-India Company's and the free trader’s, 
commerce, previous, and subsequently to, the last renewal 
of the charter. 

1st. It has been alleged that the trade c arried on by the 
East-India Company was one of bullion, principally as 
regarded the exports from England to India and China ; 
and that, in fact, the Company did not pay sufficient atten- 
tion to British manufactures as a medium for commerce. 

Independent of the moral obligation by which the Com- 
pany have ever considered themselves bound on the latter 
part of the assertion, a very few figures will disprove the 
charge* With regard to India it is unnecessary to say 
any thing, because, as Lord Althorp observed,* that coun- 
try yields several million of tribute to England annually ; 
I therefore turn to China, and perceive a decreasing expor- 
tation of bullion from the commencement of our inter- 
course, and an increasing shipment of merchandize. 

• In the debate on Mr. Alderman IV ait hman’s motion, 3d Jnlv 
1H32. 
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East- Inih a 

Co.mpany’s Expohts to 

(ylllKA. 

Years. 

1 

1 

Bullion. ! 

1 Merchandize. 

ITOM 

i 

...... 1 

£■ 

.32,387 

200 ,00(1 

354,389 

£. 

1,571 

1,114,484 

9,377,9% 

i8(»5 

1816 to 1827 


[ntleed the caleulation of bullion for the latter |x?riod is 
brought down too far, for as it is stated in the Edinburgh 
Review since i820 the “ East-Iiidia Company have not 
exjK)rted a single shilling in bullion on the contrary, the 
Company are now iin)x>rting large quantities of bullion 
into England, f 

2d. It is alleged that the Conipun\^s trade was “always 
verging towards a decline” from an early period, and that 
it had dwindled to nothing at the conclusion of the last 
charter.^ The following refutation will prove the untruth, 
of tins assertion. 

Mehi:hani)izk§ exported fnnn Enoi.anu by the East-India 
Company. 


Vean. ! Total Amount. Annual Average 

^ £. £. 

1708 to I'.'H 3 ,(m;4,74-1 117,S75 

1734 to 17tj« 8,434,76!) 263,586 

1766 to 1793 16,454,016 ; 609,408 

1793 to 1810 31,060,752 1,833,573 

1810 to 1820 21,413,807 1 2,141,380 


Mr. Milburn, from whose Parliamentary compilations 
tlic foregoing tables are derived, says, with reference to 

• No. CIX., April 1832: article on the Precious Metals, p. .5(J. 
t Vide Sir Charle.s Forbes’ speech in Parliament, 3d .luly 1832. 
t The whole export commerce of England seems to be declining 
in ofUm : — 

At the end of the last century, real value of exports je37, 193,736. 

In 1830 : ditto. ditto.. ^35,713,821. 

§ Bullion i«» purposely excluded. 



the last (leriod particularly ; — “ more than mu'-half 
{U. i:’10,700,000) consisted of Khc i>ta})lo niamifacture^ of 
England, woollens/^* 

If it were necessary to demonstrate yet further the 
absurdity of the charge, I might quote other writers, such 
as Mr. Crawfiird, who makes it a matter of censure 
against the Company that they expended £1 ,66S, !():>, 
in order if possible to extend the consumption of Ibitish 
manufactures in China ! i" 

Let us now examine the Companv^s iinjwrt trade into 
England for a cciiturv, and observe therefrom whether the 
returns shew a dtx'lining commerce. 

Mkh( haxdizk iniporfcd mto E>:*:i \m» I>\ tlic r-I xdi a 

< 'oMI'AN Y. 


Years. ' Amount. Annual .Average. 


* £. ' £. 

170 « to 1734 3 .V» 7 h 7 <H) 

3734 to » <;i,l. 0 :.Vt 77 

J7«6 to 171^3 , 3,7 17,3 Jo 

17113 to 1810 10 l>, 737,0.54 1 <;,013,4()!i 


How incontrovertible is the denial which tlic two fore- 
going tables presemt, to the assertion of ]\Ir. ('rawfurd, 
that “ for a full century^ at lemt^ reason, common sense, 
and the principles of science have been alike set at defiance 
to serve the purpose.s of a party ; set at defiance, as 
experience hds amjdy attested, for the virtual purpose of 
ohstructing the cowmeree of England^ and arresting the 
progress of improvement in India 

It is unnecessary to prove by another detail of figures, 

♦ In 1822 the Kast-India Conipany lo‘Jt .4;!r>OO,000 l)y the biiroinu 
of their fsietory at Canton : of this vimi three-fiftli.« wen* in wooIIcih. 
t Chinese Monopoly OxainifiLMl, p. 21. 

I (,'^nt\vfnni*‘< Kreo 'I’rade and ( ’olonijjation of Indiu, *?('»’ond rdition, 

p. 1. 
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tli.it ail e\|)ort trade wliieli jirogressively increased from 
.i.'nT,87«3 ti) 41,880, and an import trade which 
aujLcmented from 295 to <i^(),048,409 annually, was 

iu‘itlier "" always insignificant and fluctuating, nor gene- 
rally retrogressive;^* 1 therefore turn to obsen^e what pro- 
gress the Indian free-trader has made since 1814; whether 
it has been, as Mr. Crawfurd boldly asserts, “ steadily 
progressive, and devoid of the fluctuation and retrogression 
whicli monopoly traffic always and generally exhibits.’^ 
(T. 4.) Ill my endeavour to elucidate the truth, I will 
not, as Mr. (hawfurd has done, use “ official” or relative” 
value, according as it makes for or against my argument: 
I will endeavour to cpioti^ from the l^irli amentary pajiers, 
the ipuuiiity of the articles exjiorted and importeil, as the 
faireat. wdy of judging the (piestion ; nor will I conceal, as 
the same impartial writer has done, that in 1814 and 1815 
one of the most devastating wars with wliich the world was. 
e\ c'r cursed Imd subsided, and set afloat an immense quan- 
titv of capital used in government loans, &c., and a vast 
number of ardent and intelligent minds, seeking employ- 
ment, while the amount of transport shipping made avail- 
able for jmrposini of trade, was such as to reduce the cost 
of freight lo one-fourth of what it had been during the 
\var :*)• neither will 1 omit to state, that the East-India 
Company bad for more than two hundred years been pre- 
paring the way for the free-trader, not by a piddling com- 
merce” | but by one amounting to upwards of of.’8,000,000 

• ¥yvo 'Pratlo ami ('olonization, before referred to, p. 1, rf passim. 

t Mr. (iord<»iJ, ill his evideiieo before Parliament, .speaks of freight 
from India, being in 1S14, .t-’o per ton, whieli at present, he says, 
is not more than thirty shillings ; the witness iuUh‘d, “ I have known 
fri‘ig]its at fifty guineas a ton on the Company’s ships before the 
opening of the trade ; it is as low w^Jiftacu s/iiiJinps a ton at present. ’ 
(’otnmons' Evidence, February 1831, p. 3j. 

X Mr. Crawfurd, Free Trnde^ &r., p. 3. 
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aniViially, and by obtaining the liighest reputation lor Uri- 
tish inanufactiires* wherever they eoiild l)e intrmlueed ; + 
and it would be unjust to neglect adverting to the wonderiid 
productive power of machinery since 1814, particularly in 
the article of cotton goods, which in the e\|K)rt trade to 
India alone has supplanted £2,000,000 worth of native 
manufacture.^ Equally unfair would it be* for me to re- 
frain from mentioning the throwing o])en of the Malay 
peninsula to the free-trader, — the new commercial relations 
with foreign powers in the Gulph of J’ersia and other 
places, — the doubling of the East-India Company's army 
since 1814, and the consequent increasetl demand for 
British goods, — the heavy supplies requisite for exjXMisive 
wars against the Goorkhas, the Pindarries, the Burmese, 
&CC. — the great accession of territory during the |H*riod, — 
and the naturally increasing wants of the natives themselves, 
as they accumulated wealth, and became habituatetl to the 
conveniences and luxuries of life, previously introduced 
among them by the East-India Company and of w hich 

• A fact honourably testified by Mr, Walter iraniilton. 

t The mission of Messrs. Bayley and Rutherford to the N.W'. 
frontier, is one instance out of many of the strenuous efforts of the 
Kast-lndia Company to extend the knowledf^e of, and a taste f(»r, 
Itritish manufactures. 

4 Mr. Gordon states in his evidence this fact, which is sedulousiy 
kept out of si^ht by Mr. Crawfurd ; it is as follow's: “ At the open- 
ing- of the free traae, Calcutta exported to London two million sterlings 
in cotton piece ptods ; at present it receives instead, two million 
sterlinjj of British manufactured cotton,’^ p. 3G. Abstract this 
jC 2,000,000 to Calcutta, and the other sums whic^ British cotton 
manufactures have produced in different parts of India, at the expense 
of the poor Hindoo w'eavers, (to the number of several million), and 
where, I ask, would be the triumphant boast of Mr. Crawfurd as to 
the quantity of the free trade, leaving for the present out of sight 
the more important question of profit? 

§ Mr. Gordon, Mr. Ritchie, and other mercantile men, when asked 
what articles have been extended in consumptio 4 by the free-traders 
since 1814, invariably mention “cotton goods and spcltre:” the 
former, be it observed, having driven the Hindoos out of the homo 
market, and the latter, thefJhinese out.of the Indian market; render- 
ing 
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the price has been sd extraordinarily lessened, that before 
1814 twenty per ctMit. was made in the India money 
market, while the interest now demanded has been reduced 
to five per cent. Moreover, that the countries which the 
frei‘-trader lias had open to him have been “ all places 
eastward of the Cape of Good Hope (except China), 
r/r. the various and improving British colonies in the 
eastern hemisphere, such as our settlements in Africa, New 
South "W ales, Van Dieman^s I^and, Mauritius, Seychelles, 
Ceylon, the South Sea Islands, the rapidly improving 
commercial mart of Sineapore, and the numerous islets in 
the Indian archipelago; in fine, tliat .since 1814 the import 
duties in India have been reduced to two and a half per 
cent, ad valorem on English maniiftictures, many staple 
articles admitted free of duty, transit duties modified, or 
in many instances entirely withdrawn, — permission given to 
Europeans to hold lands, and, even Mr. Crawfurd ad- 
mits, that ‘‘ considerable j)ains have been taken by the 
Company, since the eommeneement of the present charter, 
for the accommodation of private merciiants in the sale of 


iii^ lu»lh less nl)lo lo bffuiiu* ronsunicrs of 5 <rtii*h*s of general inaiiu- 
fiu'tur<*s ; (-outran to thcMvisc jjolicy whicfi tlie Kast-India Company 
aiiiiod at arcoinplisldn^'. If, then, the exportation of eotton p^oods 
and twist fu* set aside, as ii hraiicli of eominerce unforeseen by all 
parties in 1SI4, we shall «ee wlielher the free-trader, under all these 
advantapfes, has made the p;reat prop:re.ss w'hieh has been so vaunting-ly 
proclaimed : 

Total Kxports to the East-Indies and China in 1828, 21 2,358 

Deduct Cottons 2,049,8ii0 


je3,]62,4ti8 

Deduct EaM-lndia Company’s Exports .. 1,098,810 

Free trade natural Exports in 1828 4)2,00*3,058 

East-1 ndia Company’s Exporta averaged hy Mil-I ,> 
burn to ISIO J ’ 

Balance in favour of the East-India Company, 

without any of the forep^oinp^ natural and a rti- > .£77»722 

Bcial advantap:e8 ' 
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goods/'* If all this be rt‘flected on, the wonder will not 
be, that tlie Britisli unincx)rjx>rated eonini<*ree with Asia 
has augmented so iiiucli since 1814, but that it has ]>ro~ 
gressed so little. 

It would be useless to give the whole of the tables in 
the Parliamentary returns ; I shall quote' such years as inav 
serve to disprove Mr. Crawfuril’s assertion, respecting 
non-fluctuation’* and “ steady progression” being the 
characteristic of tlie Asiatic free-trader. 

Exports from (iiiKAT Britain to all places Ka<f\\ar,l of tlio Capk 
OF HopF (t‘xco})t China), diNtinouisliin<r thi* principal Ar- 

ticles, t»y J^rivati* i'radcrs.f 


TJ.vwKoia.'HT Sti.kf. exported from Croat Britain. 


1816 

cuts. i);,Hn5 1S24 


1817 


l,t;52 

181S 

26,h 20 l8*h» .. .. 

*> tp>() 

1810 

17 ! 88 l : 1.^27 

(hVs!) 


lyiJO lu,S01 1 1?^28 4,rM 

1 

I'otal.... 91 ,^ 70 ; Total.... <'vvts. hi,SL*S 


,.Ex[)ort{it ion of first period .... 

. . . . e wts. !I 1 ,870 

Ditto of last ditto 

Iti.SJS 


DocreaNod trade outs. 


The first article whicli I Iiave examined, “ unwrouglit 
steel,” is certainly not in favour c^f the opponents of the 

• Evidence to Jir»ard of Control, 7th Mareli liS3i\ 

t Appendix to tlie Beport of the Select fhjminittee of the House of 
Lords, No. .^ 7 - 

I Fron\ anotlu'r Parliamentary doeiniient T th‘ri\e the follo\vin«r 
figures, whi(“h gives the <pjantil> of “ Iron and Steel ” <‘xporltal f>y 
the privat(‘-trader at two periods. 

]81fi tons It), 47,3 . 1824 tons <1,013 

1h17 13,047 I 182.'5 7,107 

1818 13,847 ' 1826 6,211 

j 

Total.*., tons . 37,367 I Total.... tons 22,331 


Decreased trade on three years .. tons 15,036 
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Kast-Iiuliii Company, who would fain make the British 
puhlie l)clievt* that the private-trader was carrying all 
before him in the East ;* I say nothing yet as to profit, that 
point also is entirely thrown overlx>ard. Every person who 
knows the eff*ects of improvement in machinery and blast 
furnaces which have taken place since 1816, and the conse- 
(juent reduction of the cost price of iron and steel, will 
indeed Ik* surprised that this is all the boasted advantage 
wliich, with so many and such wonderful facilities, the free- 
trader has conferred on a staple ranking liigh in British 
commerce. 

NTiT Y (»f QrjcKsii.N KR cxpoitcd fmiii (Jrkat Britain. 

l.-Ki 11)>. lrJ4 lbs. S,l>71 

I SI 7 3Ki,sy7 1S±> s 1,7 12 

Isis in;i,s.v, is2(; 105,1 *>2 

Islo 441,0(»s iS27 151, osl 

ls2n 2SS,3(;:i 1S2S 4(1, S33 

Total .... lbs. 2, 34.3, SI 1 Total .... lbs. 3‘J3,()b2 

Kxjjortation of first pericRl lbs. 2,343,Sll 

. Ditto of last ilifto 303,t>()2 

D(‘civa‘'C<I tratU* lbs. 1,1)50,141) 

IIi‘rc we see a dcirease on the last five years of nearly two 
million of jHiunds ! 

I now turn to the silk manufactures, and do not see what 
great benefit the free-trade has conferreil on the starving 
weavers of Spitalfields and Coventry. The declared value 
of the exports is alone given in the returns : — 

• riu' total quantity of Dritisb sbi|)])inj»' whiirh rntereil tin* several 
ports of (ireat Britain froi\i all Asi<x for the last six years, emlinij;'5th 
•lannai v lS32, sliew \erv little im rease ; — 

ISlM;* tons 1IH,(;S3 IS2}» tons 111,351) 

IS27 103 , 431 ; 1S30 100,054 

1S2S 101,4t;7 I S3 1 10(;,b28 

at l.O.v. and 20,y. per ton freight I 


II 
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Silk Mani*fa(;ti:hks expoitod to the Eastward. 


1814 
I81o .. 
181d . 

f] 8,070 1 1824 .. 

! 18:2^ .. 

2.%92l ' 1H2G .. 


. .i’ 14, 190 

. . . . 0,89 1 

9,ti4G 

1817 

: 47,4^ (i 1827.. 


.... 1L282 

1818 . 

2732 1828.. 


20,058 


Total .t’l44dlGr> 

Ti)tal . . . . 

.. Jt’di,‘i7d 


Exportation of first period. . 
Ditto of la‘<i <litto 


. .£144,GG5 
.... Gl,:i70 


Dft roused trade . 


.. .£S:{,2!>o 


Manufactured silks is oiu- of the items which Mr. 
Rickards savs, the free-traders have so vastly e\tt‘nded the 
export of, according to liis infallible prediction in 1814. 
However, I pass over Mr. Rickards' unfair statements 
to cjuote another article in the return, the manufacture of 
wdiich is of considerable value in England : — 


Xi MBKH of Hats exported to the 4 Lv.stw.\iu>. 


1815 

LsK; 

doz. 3,279 182.1 .. 

3,301 ]82<I .. 

doz. l,s!M 

Hu; 

I817 , 

5[(»32 1827 .* 

(;73 

1818 , 

4io<;2 1H28 .. 




Total .... doz. 15.(>74 

'J'otul .... do/. 5,1 1 1 


Exportation af first period — 
Ditto of last ditto 

5,111 


Decreased trade . . . 



The decline in the foregoing article is considerable ; and 
here it may not be amiss to state one instance out of many 
to shew the wild, insane speculation which the India trade 
has exhibited, and which the opponents of the Comj)anv 
blame them for not imitating or keeping pace with. The 
value of hats imported into Calcutta in 1819 was 2,69,000 
rupees, which, at ten rupees or twenty shillings a hat, would 
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give 26,900 hats. Now, the number of hat-wearers in 
Bengal do not exceed three thousand persons; so that, 
taking the average consumption at a hat and a half yearly, 
the sup})ly was about ^ equal to six years’ consumption ! 
In 1829-1830 the value of hats imported into Calcutta 
scarcely exceeded 29,000 rupees. 

The next article is a valuable branch of British in- 
dustry : — 

Vai.uk of Ti.v jind Pkwtkr Warks and Tin Plates 
exported. 

ISK; £18,.TSL> 1826 £Gfi26 

lsl7 34,388 1827 

1818 26,683 1828 7,632 

'i’otal £78,473 Total .... i:22,428 

Exports of first period X7J\473 

Ditto of last ditto 22,428 

Decreased trade jC57,045 

Under the head of lead,” I find that, in 1816, 1817, 
and 1818, the quantity exported was 10,238 tons; while 
tlie exports of the seven following years were — 


1818 tons 602 

1820 432 

1821 66 

1822 281 

1823 318 

1824 326 

1825 533 


T otal .... tons 2,558 

So that the exports of the three first years were greater 
than those of the seven last years, by nearly eight thousand 
tons ! 

H 2 
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Tile cxjiortation of iron, bar and Ixilt, stands tbus : — 

Tn IBlfi, I 8 I 7 , innl 1818 tons 

1824, ]82o, aiul 182(i 17,335 

Th'oroaso tons <),(i .'17 

And of iron, cast and wrought : — 

In 181(), 1817, and 181 8 cwts. 214,010 

182-1, 1825, and 1820 01,170 

l)(M*renso cwts. 120,104 


Hardwares and cutlery arc no better than the fore- 


going 

In 18)7 and l8ls €123,200 

1820 andl827 70, 5(»8 

I Increase €40,0»02 


The intelligent inhabitants of the Potteries will judge 
wliether the next article has realized the expectations wliicli 
were held out to them in 1815 : — 

K.artmknwakf: of all Sort" expoited from (Iiih/sT Huitain. 

1816 pieces 2 i33, 050 1825 pieces 057,800 

1 8 1 7 4,004,103 1820 1,414,000 

ISIS 3^22,022 1827 1,037,388 

Total .... pieces 0,550, 141 Total .... ])ieces 4,3(l!>,05i) 

Kxportation of first period pieces !>,550, 141 

Ditto of last ditto 4,300,050 

Decreased trade j)iet‘es 5,240,101 

Thus, in 1817, the quantity exported was nearly etpial to 
that of three subsequent years ! 

The military manufacturers of Birmingham liave as little 
cause to exult over the progress of the Indian trade as the 
])otters of Staffordshire, tlie cutlers of Sheffield, the silk- 
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vvt‘avers of (loveotry, the iron-founders of Merthyr-Tydvil, 
or the tin-nuai of Cornwall : — 

(<rNs and Fistoi.k exported from (ikkat Britain. 

ISK; No. No. 7:^0 

IK 17 : refill ihl >7 

ISIS 4,r>L>:i , IS2S :ms 

'J'fital . . . . No. ■ Total...* No. 


Kx])orTation of first period No. lfi,:2fiS 

I)itf«3^>f ditto l,5iH 

Decrease No. 14d>17* 


Till' private trade ex})ortation of hras^ and iron 


ordnance was — 

In ISlfi, I Si 7, ami HIS tons. l7o 

1S2(;, lSi>7, ami 1SL^S fil 

Decrease tons. 1 I 1 


British cordage stands tints, at two periods: 

In ISI7 ami ISIS cwts. 

ISJ7 and ISJS 

A 


Decrease c\et>. 


i!i>,l(;S 


’^riie exportation of wrought copper has not ang 


inented : — 

In lSl(J, ISI7 and ISIS c*\vts. 

isjj, isi>r, and islm; .‘)s,:r,7 

Decrease cwts. .'{t,|e:{ 


Brass exhibits great fluctuations, as indeed do all the 
c'lrticles which 1 ant referring to. 

’f*- 'Tlie Kxporfation hy the Kast* India Oonipanv of j»;iins and pistols 
durinpf the same periods was : — 


In iHlfi, IHI7, and ISIS No. I.TtdiOO 

In 1S2(;, ISl 7, and IHUS 1 7^.-7- 


Increa c*. . . . No. ll,t>7- 



Brass exported from Great Britain to the Eastward. 


1815 

. . . .cwts. 1,007 

1825 

. . . cwts. 689 

1816 


1826 

429 

1817 

1,193 

18^7 

41.5 

1818 

1,035 

1828 


Total 

cwts. 3,800 

Total . . . 

. cwts. 1,81.3 


Exportation of first period cu ts, 3,800 

Ditto of last ditto 1,813 


Decreased Trade cwts. 1,087 


Books have made as little progress as brass, notwith- 
standing the schoolmaster is abroad in India as well as in 
£ngland : — 

PiiiNTKri Books Exported. 

1815 cwts. 2,059 11827 ewts. 827 

1816 2,495 1 1828 7^21 


Total .... 


cwts. 4,554 ! 


Total .... cwts. 1,551 


That is scarcely half the amount in two years, of one 
year so far back as 1816 ! Hodgson and Allsop will not 
find that their potables have increased much : — 


Beer and Ale exported to the Eastward. 

1815 tuns 5,511 I 1824 tuns 2,899 

1816 6,822 I 1825 2,996 

1817 4,780 ,1826 2,686 

1818 3,334 ! 1827 3,699 

Total tuns 20,447 i I'otal.. .. tuns 12,280 


Exportation of first period tuns 20,447 

Ditto of last ditto 1 2,280 


Decreased Trade tuns 8,167 


In the foregoing article as well as almost all those I am 
quoting, there was no competition with the free-trader by 
the Company ; indeed, competition would have been mad- 
ness ; it would be similar to two opposition coaches from 
London to Liverpool, one conveying passengers for nothing, 
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the other adding to free-travelling, breakfast, ilinner, and 
vsupjwr, gratis 

The public have heard much about the greatly extended 
use of Euro{K‘an carriages in India — how fond the native 
gentry are of lolling* in them along the ‘‘ (’ourse,*''’ or 
“ Mount-road/'' ^V^lateve^ be the truth of the statement, 
the manufacturers in Long Acre liave not bemfited, 
though ^Messrs. Dvkes and Harrowell of Calcutta may 
have dom‘ so ; to be sure that is a point which the coloni- 
zation advocates are aiming to accomplisli, namely, a set 
of coach-builders, ike. in India, who will sn]K*rsede tlu' 
same class of persons in England, and render shi])ping 
for tlu! conveyance of their goods aen'ss half the globe 
(juite unnecessary. However, let ]Mr. Crawfurd, Mr. Kick- 
ards, and Mr. Whitmore settle that trifling ])(nnt with the 
tradesmen of England, I proci*ed with my facts. 

In 1S15 there Averc K)! carriages exported to the ea'>t- 
ward : this number gradually diminished for ten years, 
and in 1S<2() the number exported was only JH !*h 'I'ht 
value of the former yeaCs eX])ort being flo,5(i(>; and ol 
the latter £8,^298. 

It would aj)pe.ar from the following that the Hindoos 
have not yet become enamoured of ]Miroj)ean clothing, 
notwithstanding the ridiculous ]Arices at which it may be 
bought at Tulloh^s, Leybunrs, or Alackenzie and Lyalls , 


• 'J’ho latest rarliaiuontan Helunis sl«e\\ a irciieral (U'clino in tlie 
export of woolli'o t^oinls, ns innch to linlia ns to other eonntrie'. 


'rolal Woollens exported. 


is:>j)prs. i,;tlths:>:? 


Woollens to the Kiuslwanl. 


pleee.s 

iH.-tn 

is:u ]ss,5in 


'I'ot.nl IJlankcts 


isai.... iJ/iyliM 


t In 17lf» Ihe ntnnlM'r of enrriniifi's >lHpj>e(l t«>r Indin hy one })ri\ *it(' 
trader in the East* India Coiupanv *s liet*nse<l ttmnn;;*' was eii»hly : in 
tliirt v-tliree veais tlie inimoer i'xporl<’d l»v '/// tl“' private traders in 
til eat Britain had risen from Hi to 1*7 • 
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Exportation of Api’ahf.i, to the Kastwabo. 

ISlr. i:i4,938 li^il .£l(i,8!t7 

J816 22,!>30 1825 1 1,734 

1817 25,884 : 1828 15,252 

1818 38,453 1827 18.527 

1812 30,481 , 1828 18,203 

Total.... X130,886j Total f8:i,813 


Exportation of first period 

Ditto of last ditto 


Decrease 


.1*17, 07:1 


The exportation of cabinet and iipholsterv wares was— 


In Iriy aTid 
l^<27 and 




l)(‘crease t*2-l ,dlM 


Colours for P.mntkhs exjiorted to tin* Kastwako. 

IHlfi Xan/tfis ]^o,; €!!>,<» 12 

IHI7 37,7:11 1cSl>7 21,121 

1H18 40,5<75 IS2H i:i.201 

Total €1011,274 I rtital €0:1, .307 


Exportation of fir^'t period €ld!»,27l 

Ditto of last ditto 

Decrease €rj.'*,!M»7 


Glass has fallen oft‘ considerably — 

Exportation of Glass to the Eastward* 

1810 £10/5,910 1820 €00,272 

1817 300,000 : JH27 100,881 

1818 227,533 I 1828 112,108 


Total .... £723,533 j Total .... £31 5,321 


Exportation of first period £723,.0:i3 

Ditto of last ditto 315,321 

Decreased Trade £408,212 


The exportation of lace, and thread of gold and silver, 
was — 
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It) IHUi, IHI7, and .... .€.>,47*) 

1S27> 

Dermise €:{,:{7!> 

Li'atlKT ruul sacllory thus diminished : — 

In isir»atid lsJ7 i:i04,riI4 

HJ:. !mdiHL>d 

!)<M*n*aso !>!♦!> 


Of* the* articles ^\hieh I quote only in value, there is no 
(luaut'itij ^iveii ; the value is, in all instances, declared 
— not the fictitious one of official."' 

Plate*, plated-ware, jewellery, and walchi*s, were — 

In IHI 7 and IHIS t'l }4,(i{>7 

l and lSi>7 

* DoTOii'^o 


The value of musical instruments exported was — 

In lSH>and l*'i7 >(5 

| and IHlM; i;. 

J)ocron>e £ I »',»*!'{ 

^I^he exjiortation of provisions >vas — 

In lSir», lSH;,and ISI7 £120,509 

I I >27, und 1 H28 54,51 5 

Decrease .£r>5,9‘D 

Of British spirits — 

In iSldj.nd I >15 j^allnns llJ)Sj 

1S20 and IS 27 0,7 12 

Decrease pillons 5,212 

Of foreign spirits — 

In ISI I Uallnns ]dU,990 

l«2(J 90,215 

J>ecreas(' trallnns 70,71^1 
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Of stationery- 

In 1816 and 1817 je8<VJ4l 

1825 ami 1826 63,572 

Of soap and candles — 

In 1817 cwts, 558 

1827 253 

Decroaso ovts. 305 


C)f swords — 

In 1818 

1826, 1827, and 1828. 

Of wines — 

In 1814 

1816 

and — 

In 1825 

1826 

1 Iccroasc 


iiiiinher 1,461 
310 


imp. LTsilIon*; 281,042 
204,002 


imp. palinns 102,154 
145,170 

imp, f^allnns 148,710 


ITiiwrought co})per is particularly alluded to hy Mr. 
Crawfurd. Tlic exportation was — 

In 1810 cwts. 7,021 

1825 iiU: 

1826 c*\vt‘5. (>,013 

It would be a waste of time and patience to spi-cify 
further items, in dispr<K)f of IVIr. (’rawfiird's and Mr. 
Rickards’ statements as to the vast romwerrr^ devoid ol* 
fluctuation and retrogression, which the free-trader has 
made in the eastern hemisphere, and that “ for fourteen 
years it has gone on increasing year after year, and at tlu* 
end of the period is near forty per cent, more than at 
the beginning of it.” * I feel as keenly, perhaps na^re 
so, than either Mr. Rickards, Mr. C’raufurd, or Mr. Whit- 
• Free Trade and Colonization, j). 15. 
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more, for the distresses of the manufacturers in Great 
Britain ; but it is not by deceiving that I can expect to 
benefit them. 

The East-India Tompany maintained on the last renewal 
of tlieir charter, that it was practising a delusion on the 
people of this country, to tell them that immense marts 
were open to them the moment free trade was declared : — 
That tin* trade, of course, would increase in the natural 
change of things, and owing to the circumstances detailed 
at ])age 95, was what every reasonable man was fully aware 
of; but that India was not the EbDorada sup]X)sed, the 
best informed men asserted, and the result has justified 
their experience. Those who deny it, are bound to prove 
their position in several ways. 

First, Would the trade with India, as tionducted pre- 
vious to 1814, not have increased in consetjuence of ulterior 
circumstances just as much as it has done ? 

Secoiidly. Has the trade with India been a profitable 
one to the traders, or merely to the agents who derived a 
commission from the goods exjx)rted ? I apprehend that in 
every branch of commerce the amount of profit realized is 
of far greater consequence than the amount of merchan- 
dize sold. 

Thirdly, If the cotton trade, by which several million 
of manufacturers in India have l)een beggared, be excluded, 
can it be demonstrated that even under any advantage the 
amount of trade done has increased of late years. 

I venture to affirm that not one of these jxants can be 
proved. The first is problematical; the second, thousands of 
ruined men, widows, and orphans, know too well tin* truth 
of ; and as to the third, I have given amj)le details to sliew 
the incorrectness of those who substitute assertion for fact, 
and flippant language for official date. But even including 
the totally unexpected export cotton trade, to the extent of 
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£2,000,000 or al)out 2,00,00,000 rupees annually, what 
does the Parliamentary return No. 40 shew ? Why a lar^e 
decrease during the last ten years in the total amount of 
g<x)ds exported ! 

D&ci.ared Value of Exports by Private Individuals t(» India * 
1817 rupees 13,75,811,908 ! 1821 rupees 2,'I2,/iHi,S77 


1818 3,7S,-4S,Olt(l 

1819 :',0i;,;n»,557 ; 18:18 

1,89,1)1,501 

Total .... rupees 8,01 ,2s,, “>.>5 ■ I'otal . . . 

. . rujiees <>, 1 8,25,22<» 

Exports of first period 

Ditto of last ditto 

. rupees 8,(il ,28,5.‘»;‘» 

<;,! 8,2.5,220 

Decreased Trade 

. ruj)ee.^ 2,*l"l,n.'i,.‘{29 

This view of the subject is also 

siipj)ortcd by IVIr. 

Hracken, a membi r of tlie firm of Mei 

ssrs. Alexander and 

Co. of (’alcutta, who in his evidence 

before Parliament 

thus displays tlie improvident manner in wliieli the Indian 
trade was carried on, and whicli lias unfortunately been 

mistaken for a profitalile commerce. 


ToTAI, l3fI»OHTS of MkRCIIANDIZK illtO CALCUiTA, 

1817 i:fi,8.50,t)t)tl 182.5 

1818 7,b2n,nnn i82<i 

1819 I <27 

£:},ooo,i)(hi 

1,1.50,0111) 


Total £21,120,n00i 'J'otul.. .. £I l,l5n,()(M) 

I 

Imports of first perio<l £21,120,000 

Uitto of last ditto ! i,irA),000 

Decrease on tliree years £ 11 , 970,000 

The tonnage of ships arriving at Calcutta under l aigli.sji 
colours, corroborates these statements, while it is well 
known that the India country shipping has been com- 
])letely cut up by the home vessels. 

♦ Appendix to the Ue|>ort of the House (d Lords' Commiuee. 
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Enomsh Rhippino at Calc utta. 

IsK; tons 117,(;i8 ! 1825 

I SI 7 1:1:1,112:1 ; is 2 i; 

ISIS 122,2:14 : 1827 

Total torisJiy.VUo I Total tons 2<)2,85‘) 

First prriod tcnis 37:1,805 

Last ditto 2()2,850 

Fallifitf off tons 1 10,y4<» 

'riu‘ tlouroaso in lliu tonnage of the latter period would have 
been much p’cater, but for the (jiiantity of sliippiiig which 
the ]Uirmese war brought into operation. Witli respect 
to cotton g(M>ds, can anv nninufaeturer of Manchester or 
Cirlasgow declare he has ever received the prime cost of his 
g(K)ds ? Nay — have not hundreds who engaged in the 
India trade been ruined ? I^ook at the Eastern price-eur- 
rents from year to year — what do they depict ? — “ Markets 
overstocked — glutted — goods unsaleable at any price V 

\Miat does Mr. Wilson say, in his valuable work on the 
External (\»mmeiTeof Hengal? “ Fertile last sixteen years 
the iinjKH’t of cotton gtxKls has been carried to a ruinous 
extent! In lS!23-i24- the value imjiorted \\as nearly six 
million six hundred tliousand ru|K*cs, since which it has 
fallen to little more than one-half; — the selling prices were 
commonly twenty-five to thirty per cent, below the invoice 
rates ; — ^lieavy losses have also been sustained ujion the sale 
of cotton twist, averaging thirty-five per cent, on the 
invoice cost 

After jiaying freight, insurance,' interest, charges &c., 
stout six-c|uarteE' clotli, for instance, sold at twenty-eight 
annas* ]ht vard, — best working sizes bar iron at eight 
shillings jier ewt. ; — cordage at twenty shillings ])er cwt. 

^ All aiinii i> stiiuetliiuj;; morv tliau livi* larthinj^s. 


tons 8.3,10.3 

<Sl,Hi4 

.... 97,«B2 
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Newcastle coals at eight pence for eighty^two pounds ; 
copper lK)lt and sheathing at thirty rupees |)erniaiind*; 
Hodgson's pale ale at twenty ruj)ees per hogshead ; lead 
at half its prime cost ; the finest purpets so eheaj) that 
actually during the Burmese war cartridge bags for the 
artillery were made from them ; speltre diminished from 
twenty-one rupees in 18S2 to six ruj)ees in 1829 ]H»r 
maundn leaving three years stwk on hand unsaleable at 
any price; claret and cham})agne at from two to five 
ru{)ees ]3er dozen (!) |)erishable articles at a discount of fifty 
per cent, or totally unmarketable ! Such has been the 
career of the fVc‘e-trade to India, — thousands, alas ! can 
testify as to the fidelity of my statement ; yet the Kast- 
India Company are blamed fur not com])eting in a trade 
which had more resemblance to the wildest lottery scheme 
ever invented than to the sober pursuits of commerce 
Did the wary Americans comjx‘te with the free-trader ? 
Far from it : their trade with (’alcutta was considerable 
up to 1819, in which year their im]x>rt? were in value 
9,562,000 rupees; and in 1827 only 2,1(K),00() ’ Mr. Wilson 
in 1830, speaking of the continued decline in their trade 
with India, say.s, whenever the exj)ort of indigo ceast^s, 
and the manufacture is now successfully prosecuted in tlie 
States, there will remain little temptatii/u to America to 
maintain any commercial intercourse with India-"’' 


* A inaund is i^.2 

t The reason w}iy such a Mystein was so lonf: carried on, will be 
ftmnrl in a small work wliicli'l published on the (/'hina 'JVade in 
February last. 

I According- to a statement given in by Mr. Bracken to I'arliament, 
the imports into Calcutta were in 1^23, *182.5, or 182(i, lessby upwards 
c)f one half what they amounted to in IHIJ or IRlH. Mr. f^racken 
says, that in 1811 the proportion of the trade of Great Britain M-ith 
(Calcutta, wa.s about and that, now it is about -j’j, ; hut if tht* 
cotton manufactures and speltre, by which the Indians and C3unese 
have been thrown out of work be considered, there w^ll have been 
no increase since the opening of the trade ? 
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Amkrh;an SiiippiNo at CAi rnTA. 


i8i(; 

1^17 

1818 

. . 14,750 1 

14, in 

1(>,493| 

1 1825 . . 
1826 . 
1827 • 


. . tons 5, 51 1 

1,983 

2,788 

Tot;il .. 

. . tons 4.'>,4H.^ 1 


'Fotal . . 

.. tons 10,312 


I 


A decrease on threi' year^ of tliirty-five thousand tons, 
sliews tlu* ])rudent character of the American in finding 
out what the fri^c-traders are now learning, that a little 
trade with small pnilit is far better than a great trade with 
no ])rofit. 

llefore jiroceeding to examine the imports into England 
from India, I give a condensed view of the Kast-India 
('ompanv’s exports to Calcutta, prineipallv stores for their 
troops, in order to shew that they lia\e left no means 
untried to advance the welfare of the British manufac- 
turer. 

* Mr CVawfiird <U*s( rilH*s th«* ( •oinpiuiy's a*< alu ays haMny" tieon a 
“ roiniiK'na*." liy a Pai linnientary return il appear^, that in 

woollen ifooils alom* llu* (’onipany fXp«»rU*<l .£ l.'t, 00(1,01)0 worth from 
1?!00 to IHIO. ('an the free trader shew as much siiu'C* the last renewal 
of the (yharter - The private trade exports of c'loth of all sorts 
IV ns — 

In lSL^3and ISlM pieces 50,:il.S 

lS:2;’i and l^'-() "17.7'*'^ 


necrea.se.... pieces 


Of camlets and ‘‘erjjfes, in iSiiO and pieees 52,.'>34 

I>itto ditto in and 2U,4t>l 

Decrease. . . . pieees 32,073 


Other woollen ^oods, ii* 1H17 and 1818 T.50,078 

Ditto ditto ill 1 8 Jo and 182() 40,3ol 


Decrease £ 1 ( ),(i27 

T eannot avoid introducing; hero a f<‘w extracts from the testimony 
of p;entlem<*n conneiUed with tlie woollen trade. 

Mr. W^ilford, in his I'vidence before Parliament in 18.’»0, stated that 
“he has known the Kast-lndia (hmipany to Ini\e made various 
experiments by purchasin}^ articles, some at a liic'her, some at a lower 
pnee, witJi a view ti» pash the nKiiiufuetures of this eountry abroad 
that by “ strietly examining the character of every article they pur- 
chase, 





East-Tndia Company's Expokts from (iiiRA/r Hritain 
to Cai.cittta.* 

ISIG rupees , 1824 rupees 28,7o,(>J)I 

IS17 28,74,73(1 j 1825 32,28,125 

1818 J‘),S8,425 I 182(1 5(;,4iV13I 

1819 28,44,87(1 | 1827 3(1, 00,200 

I’otal rupees 1,02,41,029 4’otal rupees 1,53,53,4 17 

Exportation of first period .... rupees 1,02,41,920 
Hitto of last ditto 1,53,53,447 

I ncrease rupees 51,11 ,5 1 8 + 

I merely quote the foregoing:[; that it ii»ay in some mea- 
sure shew the falsity of the several statements which have 
been put forth resjtectiiig the Company \s trade to India ; 
and conclude with observing that under the system before 
described, it would have been the height of insanity for the 
Company to have competed with the free-trader. 


It is with painful feelings that I turn to view the 
export trade of India to England, — a trade which (as the 
Court of Directors justly say) — ‘‘ exhibits the gloomy 
picttire of the effects of a commercial revolution productive 
of much present suffering to numerous classes in India; 

chase, the C-oii)j)any estahli^h a t4»aracter for British iiumufactiires, 
while tlieir attention is directed (o economy, so lon^- as they siM-nre 
a sinierioritv of the articles they are shippint;- : A hale of ^oods w ith 
their mark need never he ripened.” P. (157. Mr. Ireland, an exten- 
sive cloth mannfai twrcr in (irloucestdrshire, said, “ J'he (.'oinpany 
buy hv optm com])t*tition, are just in their dt^alinps, and ^iw less 
trouble than individuals. Had it not been for the CompanN 's trade 
last w inter, some hundreds of our people must have starved.” p. (>94. 

• For the last six or eij^lit years the (Joiii]>any have sent no j^r^ods 
to India for sale. 

+ In 1794 , before the British territories or community in the 
East were half tlieir present size or nuiiiher; before tlie native eoiu- 
inunity had been so well }>rej»ared to receive our manufaetm es ; 
before the invention of steam, the vast reduetion in freij^dit, and 
diirinc^ the continuance of a terrible war, the exports of the East- 
India (Company amounted to .€2,924,829, nearly three million 

vsterlinjr ! 

J From Wilson’s External Commerce of Bengal. Parburv, Allen, 
and ( h). 
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ami hardly to hi' paralle l rd in the history of eonimerce,” — 
England, I iiesitale not to say, has ilisplayed a niggard, 
seliish, and ungenerous course of treatnic'nt towards 
India in her eonnnereial relations with that country ; her 
incessant cry lias been for facilities to export her stearn- 
wrought manufactures to Calcutta &c. at one or two per 
cent., while, in the tyrannous spirit of a compieror, she 
imposes a duty of ten })er cent, on the hand-wrought manu- 
factures of the lIind(K)s, at the same time imposing 
onerous or jiroliibitorv duties on her Sugar, Coffee, &c. 
Vet, let England lieware — let her recollect that a ])ersc‘ve- 
rancc' in this disgraceful ])olicy lo^^t her the United States 
of America, — l)ut I am anticipating my su])iect, let ns see 
what has heen the steady progression,"'" devoid of 
mono})oly fluctuation,"'" of the free-trader in his imports 
from the whole eastern hemis))lu‘re, with all those facilities 
in his I’avour which I detailed at the eommencement of this 
chapter. Mind I do not blame the fne-trader for the 
decrcasi' that has taken ])lace, — I blame the Governnu'nt 
and Parliament of this country, and 1 liave seareely word^^ 
to express niy contempt for those whose constant erv i'^ 
give us for the people a free-trade with the east,"" instead 
of petitioning Parliament, even tardily, to do justice to the 
impoverished Hindoos. 

CoFFKE Imfohtki) f)y till* Private Trade from the Eastern 
1 1 K^nsi’IIKRK. 

isir, lbs. i is:i7* lbs. 5,872,tni7 

IHIG l7,bb2,7iM; j 1828 7,."^Gl,2^n 

Total .. lbs. Tf,'}8],*}78 IVital lbs. 13,2TbT>7 

Importation of first porioil lbs. , 17*^ 

•Ditto of last ditto J.‘1,233,T37 

Decreased trade lbs. 30,H8,ldl 


* In 1825 the import of coffee was only 2,782, 37G lbs,, and in 1821 
little more fbaii one million lbs. ! 
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This (hnhiuition is very great ; there was no competition 
by the East-Inilia Coni])any, for they liave im|x>rte(l no 
coffee of late years, and have given every facility for its 
growth in their territories. 

CARDAMOiMs ]mj>()Rtei> fVom tllP Ea‘-TWARD. 

181.5 11)S. 80,711 ! I8i7 lbs. .35.3 

1810 (30,4l7 I 18l^8 0,07.3 

'r(»tal .... lbs. 141,138 i lotal .... lbs. 0,4l^0 

i 

First period lbs. 141,1.38 

Last ditto 0,-120 

Docreaso lbs. 1.31,712 


In the words of IMr. CVawfiird, the reader will not fail 
to contrast this steady progression of kgitiniate connneree 
with the fluctuation always, and retrogression generally, of 
monopoly traffic.”* 


The import of Benjamin was — 


hi 1810 lbs. 1.30,281 

1820 5,14.3 

1 )eereaso lbs. ! .3.3, 8.38 


Importation of Borax. 


181 5.... lbs. 24.3,00.3 
1810 442,841 


Total lbs. 080,8.34 


1810.. ..Ib.s. 700,1.32. 1827 .• lbs. 51,107 
J 820 0titi,‘t8 1 1828 .52,8.37 


Total lbs. ],7,3(i,113 j Total l!»s. 101,0.34 


i 


Camphor is another instance of ‘‘steady progression — 


In 1815 lbs. 202,470 

1822 4,400 

1824 471,b'l-^> 

1820 20,000 


The importation of aloes was — 

In 1818 

1820 


lbs. 100,510 
7,400 


Free Trade pamphlet, p. 4. 
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l)f‘ rattans : — 

In 181 /i .. No. 

:ns,UL' 

or white' cjilicoes and muslins : — 

III iSlo pieces 305,3-10 

isjo 2,072 

1S25 2] 1,3S0 

1S28 14,00H 


d'lu* nt*xt article whicli I shall quote is of considerable 
importance, and, as shall be shewn in another ])lace, every 
possible encouragement has been given by the Kast-India 
('ornpany for its increased production, wliethcr by Euro- 
])cans or native's ; I take two periods of four years each. 


I M poKTATiox of Cotton Woto, from the Eamkiin HKMisrHERK, 
h\ the Free-'JVader. 


IH7 

ii)s.L';t,:tio,470 ; i 

. Ihs. 1S,501,G58 

ISIH 

(17 44H 4-Mi Is'-'t; 

20,121),5(M) 

IS1!» 

5>\14] jOi) iS27 

i;h73!Mi45 

1^^20 

lH,Si>3,0n2 1S2S 

3l,24l,2S2 

'I'olal . 

. . .. Ihs. 1 73,7J^2,IM>S j 3'ol:i] . 

. .. Ihs. Si),7tlI,4S5 


hiijiortation of first pt*rio<i .... 

.. Ihs. 173,7!I2,93S 


Ditto of last ditto 

s:i,7(H,485 


L)e»«*reuM» Ihs. S4,o;i] ,;■) 13 


Another useful article of trade has been considerably 
diminished, notwithstanding its being indigenous to nearly 
every part of the East. 


1 Mi»f)KTATioN of (iiNOKK hy thc FVep-Traclcr. 


ISI7 

ISIS 

27,342 

1524 

1525 

. . . lbs. 1 ,S07 
7 1 S 

ISIII 


Isl>(; 

d,7si 

1S20 

:i\ P33 

1S27 

1,173 

1 S J 1 

13,270 

1S2S 

(;,'7ii 


3'otal Ihs. ‘)S,5(iI 

3’otal . . 

I 

.. Ihs. 15,223 


First period . . . . . 


.. Ihs. !)S,5f»l 


laist diti(» 


15,223 


Decrease 


.. Ihs. 83,338 


o 
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Mr. Crawfiird boasts what the free-trader has done for 
India and for England in the article of “ lac, dye and 
shell,’’ and he triumphantly quotes the importations of 
1826 and 1827, at lbs. 744,484, as ‘‘a fair example on a 
small scale” of the recent discoveries which free track* has 
made: now it a})pears in the parliamentary returns before* 
me, that the im])ortation of lac dye was ni^arly as great, 
twelve years ago, as when Mr. CVawfurd wrote. 


T^a< k Tinj)<>rtt‘d. 


tn 18 ir> ll)s. 



1H;>S 


"rice importation of shell lac has diminished within tlu* 
last Hfleen years : — 

In ISlii l!>s. nyn.djll 

181 ?- S:{!l ,!)77 

And — 

Til 18:-(; Ills 

18:27 l!i!i,si;t 


I3ut in stick lac I find a still greater falling ofl*; — 


Til 1 S ]7 and 181 .S ll)s. Hi 

lH:i7 HjKi.j 

l)riTi‘as«* 11 )' 5 . S 07 ,:i-] 


So much for Mr. Crawford’s ‘‘ fair exanqile” of the recent 
introduction,’^ in 1826 and 1827, of a new article* of com- 
merce by the free-trader! Mr. (k, of course ([uite unin- 
tentionally, forgot to add, that the duty on gum lac is only 
five percent.; I refer him to the conclusion of this cha])ter 
for the duty on other articles of East-lndia produce. 

* 'Flu* Piirliunientai V ( -oimnitUM', r«dyinj»- on Mr, (-rawfiinrs work, 
asked Mr. Hracken, a Crdeutta merchant wJio lias fieen residing in 
India for the last rifteeii years, whether “lac dye was not a recent 
introduction as an object of iioininercial speculation r"’’ Mr. Hrackeii 
replied, it liad “ existed as loijf;^ as his knowledge went, but the 
prii.-es have been very discouraging.’' 
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’'rile importation of p^iim arabic was — 


In 1 si ;*) <‘Wts. 1 

I Sz^S 1 1 

Of madder root, or inunit'et — 

In ISI I and iSla cu ts. 2, HI 3 

1H27 and 1S2S 1,(102 

Jlooreaso cwts. 1,011 


Of imisk — 

In ISKi oz. 5,700 

1H27 1,145 

Decrease 02, 4,504 


Of lllltnie^S — 

In 1 SI 5 Ihs. Ii0,:i40 

1S2S 5S,115 

Decrease Ihs. 01,234 


( )f castor oil — 

In 1S20 11 )s.373,S32 

1S2S 151,237 

Decrease 10s. 222,505 


Of cocoa-nut oil — 

In I S20 cwts. S, 00,3 

IS27 1,400 

Decrease cwts. 0,504 

Of olibanum — 

In 1S15 ewts. .371 

1827 13S 

Decrciise cu ts. 2.33 


I\*))pcrisan article on which Mr. Crawfiird lias an oppor- 
tunity of viaiting his spleen ; the fluctuations arc very 
great in the importations, being some year.s lOjOOO, ()()() Ih.s. 
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in others not half a million ! I take two distant intervals 
of two years each. 

Importation of Peppkr by the Free-Trader. 

1815 lbs. 1 0,(133,1 7^ 1H27 lbs. 11,007, 7(10* 

1816 7,-'30,(i(;i) 1828 •1,{)78,102<^ 

Total lbs. 17,86.3,847 Total lbs. I I, 015,868 

i 

Here we see a decrease of nearly 4,000,000 lbs., not- 
withstanding, as Mr. Crawfurd says, the culture of 
])epper is carried on in Sumatra, in Siam, and other coun- 
tries free from land tax, free from rent, and for llie most 
part from export duties!’' — Free-Trade Pamphlet^ p. 89. 

The importation of rhubarb was — 


In 182(1 

1828 . . . . 


lbs. 146, 8(12 

.'51, .375 

lbs. b.5,487 

Of rice — 

In 1811 .. .. 
1826 .... 

I )(‘crea^e 

. ... cM'ts. 1.34,658 

cwt.-. 8(>,4l>.3 

Of safflower — 

In 1815 .. . 
1828 .. ., 


1,.3!)S 


Decrease . . . . . 


Of sago — 

In 1816 . . . 


fwis. (), ll»6 

1828 ... 


1 ,398 


1 decrease 

cwts. 5,092 

Of senna — 

In 181(; .... 
1827 •• •• 


lbs. 115,696 

74,801 


Decrease 

lbs. 40,895 


" 1 be Eaf-t' India Coriipany did not import any these yeao<. 
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Of Indigo I shall here say but little, under the chapter 
on colonization I will expose the mis- statements of Mr. 
(Vawfnrd ; I now merely cpiote two j)eriods of three years 
each ;* whether the indigo imported during the latter has 
been yet sold is another question. 

Imuoo iinporttMl from the East by the Free-Trader, 
isn ii)s. i;,7.v2,3n2 i ]SL^5 lbs. .vwi5r» 

r),34.^S02 

islb 4,118,435 

ll>s. 10,53.3,(138 j 3'otal . . . . lbs. 1.5,542,3‘>3 

I mportutiem of first j)eriod Ihs. 1 1(,5.33,()38 

Ditto of last ditto 15,542,393 

Decrease lbs. 3,991,245 


Mr. ('rawfiird says that the great importation of Indigo 
into England from India is owing to the free-trader, since 
1S14; but I find that the quantity of Indigo exported 
from India to England was greater in any of the years 
1805, 1807, 1808, 1810, or 1811, than in 1817,1819, 1820, 
1821, 1822, 1825, or 1827! 

The importation of raw, waste, and floss §ilk was — 


InlSKi lbs. 45(;,721 

1828 204,025 

Decrease lbs. 252,09(> 


Of turmeric — 

In 1815 lbs. 1,289,700 

1825 98,-507 


Decrease lbs. 1,191,193 


* Let it be remembered that indigo is net taxed like Easi-India 
su^ar, eoffee, &c. Mr. Crawfurd forf^ets t») aniiounee this in his 
to pa'ntts about its vast increase and proH]>erit\ by means of the free- 
trader sinee 1814. 



It would be but heaping relion on Ossa to quote any 
more items. The total value of the ])rivate-trade imports 
from the whole eastern hemisphere was — 


In 18 ir> .. 

18l7 

DeiTi’ase 1,(171 

And— 

111 isi« i:(;,!t('i,i M 

1 ri.i.'w.o/;! 

Deeri'iisi- i‘l,7(>l>,(l7l 


This, I suppose, is what Mr. Crawfurd calls “ ra|)id 
progression.’' That the Company have not, so far as lay 
ill their power, neglected so seriows a duty as that of assist- 
ing in the exportation of the raw produce or manufactures 
of the Hindoos, will be seen by the following ligures de- 
rived from Mr. Wilson’s work, which although they refer 
only to Calcutta will convey a siitHcient idea of the effoiXs 
made to augment the trade between India and England ; 
and which, indeed, it is for the direct interest of the 
(iimpany to cultivate to the utmost extent, instead of, as 
has been foolishly asserted, to throw obstacles in its 
way 

* .Mr. Hoiiriu', cfiJMFMnaii of tlio Hull Coiiiinittcc, on tlu* iMouo- 
pnly «>i’ tlic Kast-India (Joinjiany, says, “ tho Coui[)aTiy (*li(*c*k aud 
susprud tialT’u- to suit tlirir vi(‘\vs aud intorost.'’ I rocoiiiimuid Mr. 
Boui ru* to road the* i^arliaiuoutary ovidouci* IxXoro tio rojxxits his 
rash assortiou. if tlicro he an excuse for Mr. Jiouriie on the score of 
ijrriorance there is none for Mr. Itickard.s, who liad th(‘ presumption 
to MTite to the fioard of Control in reply to their queries (22d .Fune 
18.32). — So far from facilities havinji^ been afforded by the Company, 
merchants meet with many obstacles which are at variance with the 
intentions of the Ic^^islature in ItSl.3;” the utter want of truth in this 
assertion will be demou.strated by tlie te.stimony of Mr. Mackillop, 
Mr. Ritchie, and other ])rivalc merchants resident in the Kast, whose 
kriowledf^e at least renders them more deserving of credit than Mr. 
Rickards. 
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Kast-India Company’s Impouts of Mkiii;ha noizk into London 
from Oai.cutta. 


1 S 1 4 r upees 511,31 ,7113 

Is 15 .54,1111,(;01 

1821 rupees 2,(15,.5S,.347 

1822 l,l;0,18,.0.05 

isKi 

1SI7 ii:>,<M),7.'5ii 

IH23 

' 1S24 1, 2.0, 31, .3(14 

isis (:ihiiiMl3 

isiii ii<^,(;s,4(ii 

1111,3(1,324 

182.0 I,2(;, 78, 118(1 

182fi 1,17,88,5-1" 

1827 1,7.0, .37, 15(1 



Total.. riiju'es .0,31 ,.3 l,,3lll 

Total., rujx'es 10,.3(l,74,454 

Kast-India (’ouip:m\'s imports first ^ -u ) ‘es 0 31 313(11 
sevmi years ^ Jiipet s o,. , 

Ditto of hist ditto 1 (1,3(1, 7‘f, 4.04 

T ncreased trade rupees 1,1111,4(1,1.03 


I'ho auginontcd sln])ping eni])lnye(l by the Company will 
1)0 seen from the following statement : — 


\'ears. 

Tonnage. 

Men ; 

Years. 

Tonnage. 

Men. 

ISKi.. 

20,(103 1 

-,8114 i 

1827.. 

37,01111 

3,708 

1817.. 


2, .3(1.0 : 

1828.. 

41,. 888 

3,1121) 

Toliil .. 

•18,;t8!l 1 

5,11111 

J'olal . , 

7", "87 

7,037 


Tonnn^^o sind iiK'ii of first period JHj.'fSj)— 

Ditto of Ijist ditto 7d>'^7 


Increase on two years of tonnage and men .'^(),(>iKi=::i!,43() 

The exports of the Americans from India have fallen oft* 
nearly as much as tlieir imports. Indeed, of late years 
the Americans have been jturchasing in India, Manchester 
goods at such a rate as will enable them to obtain a profit 
for them in New York or Boston!* In 1816, the Aine- 

* In a similar manner the French supen-ar^oes purchased larp^e 
({uantities of claret and ehainpai^ne in Calcutta, at two and four 
rupees per dozen, which they had been tfie ap^enls for selling*'. This 
wine was re-exported in sliip-loads to Bordeaux, the consijrner was 
ruined, Mackensie, Lyall, and Co. the auctioneers, ^ot their charp;es, 

. ami 





ricans laid in cargoes at Calcutta to the amount of 6,00, (KK) 
rupees; in 1818, to the extent of 7,00,000 rupees — but 
they have ever since continued to diminish ; and, as 
Mr. Wilson says, when the protecting duty which they 
have enacted for tlie benefit of their home-manufactured 
indigo has produced its full effects, there will be no neces- 
sity for a single American trader in the Ganges.* Yet 
Mr. Crawfurd tells the public that the Americans are 
sweeping every thing before them in the East, free-trader 
and all ; — that people naturally and justly jealous of tlicir 

utkI the inunen**!' iiu])iirtnti()Ti of rlnrot aixl fhcnnpsii^riu’ triiiin- 
phruitly addurod as a (-(uu iiifiiijr proof of tlu‘ iiiereastid liade and 
now tastes of tlio native community of Jk*n»»“all 

• Ity a parliamentary return (No. 2), laid before the Lords' (bmi- 
miltee, 1 find that the tonnage of Ameri(?an siiips in Cniinii was— 

l!^17 ton‘^ 14,325 182(1 tons 7,()3J 

1818 ir>,U22 ^ 1827 8,537 

Total tons 33, .347 | Total tons l.“,(;31 

Decrease tons 14,7U;i 

I’hoir imports into China were in value 

1818 Sp.d(d. 13,317, L*)! '■ 1823 Sp. dol. 3,843,717 

1813 8,158,331 1827 (>,238,788 

'I'otal 8p. dol. 1 8 , 173,1 I Total . . Sp. dol. 13,082,535 

Decrease Sp. dol. 8,033,337 

01 the loicgoing' sum-total on the four years eighteen millions 
wore bullion — Spanish dollars. 

Their exports from China were in value— 


1^1^ Sp. dol. 3,041,7.^5 1823 Sp. dol. 4,333,788 

l^Dl 8,182,313 1827 fi,. 553, 325 


Total .... Sp.dol. 17 , 223,771 Total . . Sp. dol. 10,323,713 

Here also we find a decrease aj^ain of nearly seven million ot 
dollars on the exports. 

The Spanish, Dutch, and other trades lutve also d(‘<'lined mate- 
rially. For seven yeaj's to 1821, the S])anis!i trade at Canton averajrod 

1,500,000 
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could be found to credit such assertions, is far less 
extraordinary than that an individual could be found who 
\v4>uld hazard thcMii. 


Observing the following table among the parliamentary 
(locunients, I give it to sliew the imports into, and exports 
from, of linUlon for the three Indian presidencies, from 1810 


to 1827: 

— 




Years, 

1 ’ 

1 Total Imports , Total F.x\iorts. 

, Years. 

j Total Imports. Total Exports, 


j Rupees. 1 Rupees. 


j Riu»e€.s. 

Rupees. 

1810-11 

1 2,.3J,27,09!I' L20!),008 

i 81 9-20 

1 49.922, 3, s2 


isl 1-12 

' l,.V),.35,!t-17 2,802.181 . 

1820-21 

i 3:h()37,(.53(i 

J, 7*'], 3.72 

1812-1.3 

I,.37,8;‘i,(i2.3 1,749,98.-; 

1821-22 

i 29, 1.55,390 

13,198,197 

1813-M 

!i8,7(;,,598, ,3,i;-i(;,f;o9 . 

1822-23 

! 25,9(5.0,225' 

(i73,.7n 

1814-15 ! 

1, 1(1,27, 842! 1,8.32,408 

182.3-24 

j 21,101,99(5 

1.7,444,324 

1815-10 

2,.58,(I7, 1 58, ] , 2 . 57 J.34 

182-1-25 

18, .590, 845. 

4,562,(527 

181G-17 

.5, 0 ( 1 , -k;, 081 1 , 112 , 27.3 

1825-2(5 

! LM,i><t|,()U7 

5,.73I,li;t 

1817-18 

1,70,78,131 l,72!),9.57 

182(5-27 

i 2-1,977,28!) 

2,185,03.3 

1818-19 

7,01,(;-1,I70 7,.5(;9,.500 

1827-28 

1 29,330,487 

!), 2 15,209 

Total Bs. 

27.02,08,919 2,02,70,018 

Total Hs. 

.25,69,72,851 

9,25,25,665 


t 


Of this bullion tlie principal importations have l)cen 
from China, and the chief exportations to Europe. In 
1821 the latter was 1,10,00,000 rupee's; in 1823 nearly 
1,20,00,000 and in 1827 more than 80,00,000. 

By ])rivate letters and accounts I find that the importa- 
tion of bullion from India into England has considerably 


spmusli dollars per annum; — for tlie last five years, it has 
tiot been more than .'^)()(),0(M) dollars a year! But amidst the deeliiie 
of the foreign trade in (’hina, the jmivate English trade under the 
protection of the East-Tndia fUnnpany's factory has rapidly in- 
creased : — 


1813 Sp. dol. 9,8il7,<Md 

1814 12,25G,sr>7 

1815 n,32S,r>l)7 


1827 Sp. dol. 

1828 27,3.11 d M2 

182il 31,3r.8,:U)<l 


Total Sp. dol. .3.3, 482, .598 Total Sp. dol. 81,201 ,752 


An increase of fifty millions of dollars on the trade ot three years 
r.hews the infamy of the assertion, that the East-India C^ompanv 
r)l)struet the trade with (^hinn. 
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increased since 1827, in consecjuence of the difficulty of 
procuring articles of profitable remittance, the (piantity of 
money withdrawn from India since tlie failure of l*almer 
and Co., and the increasing territorial charges of the East- 
India Company. 

I have concluded my monotonous array of figures 
respecting the free-trade commerce between India and 
England, reserving some remarks on the staple jirodiictions 
of the former, c/>. C'otton, Sugar, Tobacco, Silk, Indigo, 
&c. for the chajiter on ('olonization — that the com- 
merce with Asia has increased since 1814, admits of con- 
troversy ; all, however, that I contend for is that it has 
not augmented to tht‘ extent that was so sanguinely 
anticipated, notwithstanding the extraordinary combination 
of circumstances that so suddenly weiv created or apjia- 
rently fortuitously rose in its favor, — that it has not been 
steady or progressive but in epileptic fits like; — and that 
by the increase of the jirincipal article of export, (cf)ttons) 
many million of Iiido British subjects have been totally 
ruined in their trade, and forced to seek a snhsistanee by 
any labour, however coarse or ill-remunerated, tliat pre- 
sented itself, while thousands of men anti wonu'n have 
perished of want. The general effects of this policy are 
thus described by Bishop Heber. 

Effects of Free Trade at Surat . — “ Tin* trade of Surat '^ 
is now of very trifling consequence, consisting of little but 
raw cotton, which is shipped in boats for Bombay. All 
the manufactured goods of the country are undersold by 
the English, exce])t kinkobs and shawls, for wliicli there is 
very little demand; a dismal decay has consequently 
taken place in the eircumstances of the native merchants ; 
and an instance fell under my knowledge, in which a Mus- 
sulman family, formerly of great wealth and magnificence, 

* Formerly the f»ieatest tradiijf> port in Asia. 
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were endeavouring to dispose of their library, a very valua- 
ble one, for subsistence. There is a small congregation of 
Armenians (the ])rincipal merchants of the east) in a state 
of decay and general jwvcrty,'’’’ Heber's Indian Journal^ 
vol. ii. p. 175. 

1'lie decay of the city of Dacca is thus described by the 
same authority : — 

‘‘ Its trade is reduced to the sixtieth part of what it was, 
and all its splendid buildings, the castle of its founder and 
Shahjehanguire, tlie noble moscpie he built, the palaces of 
the ancient nawabs, the factories and churches of the 
French, Dutch, and l\)rtuguese nations are all sunk into 
ruin, and ove rgrown witli jungle.*"* {Hvhvr^ ]). 141.) 

Major-general Sir Lionel Smith, when (juestioned by the 
committee ol* tlie House of Commons in October last on 
this subject, said, he did not think there had been so 
much })rosperity among tlie native merchants of late;’^ 1 
do not think tliey are so rich or so independent as when I 
first went to India (twenty-two years ago) ; tliey were im- 
mensely rich.” yuestioii 54()4. Mr. Cotton in sjieaking ol‘ 
the souliiern part of India said, tlie chief exports from 
Nagoa and Negapatain were clotlis ; tlie trade has fallen oil* 
very much ; I have known tif persons going to the east- 
ward with a cargo, and not being able to meet with a 
demand for their goods at prime cost, in consequtmccof the 
supply of Jlritish goods.” Question, Lords 1581. Tlie 
manufacturers have of course felt that Of course they 

have.” 158Ji. Mr. (-hajilin says, “ I do not think there is 
any great increase' of English manufactures ; they use the 
manufactures of England because tliey Jiave been latterly 
much cheaper. Many manufacturers have been compelled 

* 'rh(‘ (loeroase in the emintry shipping of India, ?.c. of vessels 
owned hy natives and Europeans, separately or conjointly, has it is 
generally known, been extremely rapid ; that of the port of Calcutta 
in particular. 
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to resort to agriculture for a iiiaintcuaTice, a department 
which is already overstocked.” (Evidence, Lords, qii. 
2699.) This testimony was elicited in reply to a question, 
as to whether the natives merely used the manufactures 
of England instead of those of India ? 

Mr. Bracken, an incorporated merchant of Calcutta, 
stated before the Commons’ Committee, in February 1831, 
that in 1827, 1828, and 1829, about seven million ru})ees 
worth of cotton twist was imported into Calcutta, and that 
before the introduction of this article, the yarn for the 
Indian looms was chiefly supplied by women. Mr. Craw- 
furd, to be sure, sneers at the preposterous idea, of a 
few old women being thrown out of employ how many 
women would seven million rupees worth of tv\ist deprive 
of bread ? How’ many men would twenty million rupees 
worth of cotton cloth throw out of em))loymcnt annually ? 
These and other circumstances arising therefrom are, to be 
sure, trifling in Mr. Crawfurd’s and Mr. Whitmore’s eyes, 
so long as they ean ingratiate themselves with the cotton 
spinners of Glasgow and Lancashire, but it appears rather 
strange, that Mr. Rickards, who dedicates his elaborate 
work to the Natives of India,” and ])rofes8es such a 
warm interest in their welfare, should so coolly reason on 
the total destruction of every branch of manufac*turing 
industry in the Indo-British dominions ! If Mr. Rickards 
had devoted two volumes to convince the legislature of 
Great Britain of the monstrous injustice of forcing our manu- 
factures, nearly duty free, on the impoverished inhabi- 
tants of India, while the raw produce of their soil was bur- 
thened with imposts, which, indeed, act as complete prohi- 
bitions but for the present reduced freight ; he would have 
shewn in reality more genuine sympathy for the suflerings 
of the Hindoos, and felt less diffidence in offering sugges- 
tions for the improvement of India under the present sys- 
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teni,^ after devoti!i^ so many hundred pages to its sarcastic 
condemnation. When the high-spirited Lord Ehrington 
told his constituents, he would, in a reforjried l^arliament 
use his best exertions to free our commerce with the East 
Indies from the restrictions under which it now labours, 
his Lordship, I presume, referred to the shameful fiscal 
enactments, by which a British Parliament cramps the 
industry of seventy or eighty million of British subjects, 
for the sake of a few slave colonies in the west, or by an 
unwise timid ])olicy refuses to retluce the duty on such 
arti(!les of general consumption, as sugar, rum, coffee, 
tobacco, &c., and which are sufficiently protected from un. 
fair competition with the productions of Jamaica and 
North America, by a separation of half the globe ; If my 
Lord Ebrington means that the restrictions under which 
British commerce with India now labours is owing to the 
East-India Company's government, he has been deceive<l 
most grievously. For the information of a nobleman 
whom every lover of his country and of lil>erty must 
esteem, I will state the evidence of Mr. Ritchie and Mr. 
Mackillop, free Indian nierchaiits, who have residetJ from 
eighteen to twenty years in India, pursuing their indus- 
trious and honourable calling. Mr. Ritchie replied in the 
negative to the following question. 

Can you state to the committee from your own exten- 
sive experience as a merchant, carrying on trade between 
this country and India, any general alterations which Par- 
liament might make in the rcncwval of the charter to the 
East-India Company, which in your opinion would be 
beneficial to the interests of merchants 

This gentleman candidly and honourably said, ‘‘ he 
was not aware of any thing that w^as necessary.’” Again, 

* Mr. Ri<*kar(!H' Evidonco before flu* Lords, {». 545. 

t Advertisement in the 7Vw?-#’.v journal, 7lh July 1832. 
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he observed, “ 1 am not aware of any im])ediment whatever 
under which we labour that coidd be removed, exet‘))t takino* 
off the duties.’'^'* Mr. liitchie also observed, that even the 
liK'al or transit dues which used to be levied on goods going 
up, or produce coining down the country at Bombay like 
English turnpikes, have been all taken ofl‘; and it is stated 
by the Parliamentary Committee, that orders have been 
sent from hojne “for reducing the custom duties.” 

Mr. G. Mackillop-f- thus manfully expresses himself: 
“ so far as the l^ast-India Coinpany are concerned, it a])- 
pears to me that every facility has been given to the trade 
of India calculated to promote its increase.” Mr. Sullivan 
thus expresses liimself after twenty-eight years residence in 
India: “ Since the opening of the trade in 1814 all iidand 
duty on cotton has been taken off When exported to 
China, the duty has been lowered to five per cent, and if 
to England, no duty is levied. 

“ I never heard of the local authorities obstructing a 
merchant in tlic* prosecution of his mercantih* engagements, 
and it stands to reason that tJiey would give every encou- 
ragement to their exertions, for tlie more the trade is ex- 
tended, the greater will be the revenue.” 

If the East-India Company threw any wilful imjiedi- 
ment in the way of the free-trader, to or from India, then 
indeed it would be high time for Parliament to consider 
how soon the charter of the Company might be annulled ; 
but when tlie very contrary has taken place, a little more 
courtesy might be displayed by some of their opponents, 
and a more strict adherence to truth by others. It is ge- 
nerally admitted that the functionaries of the East-India 
Company are not imbeciles, (indeed, the very reverse is 

• The heavy importation duties on East-India sujrar, &c., when 
brou{^ht to England, as before stated, 

t Letter to the Board of Control, 12th March 1832. 



alleged against them), the smallest |K)rtion of common 
sense informs the Directors, that the greatest degree of 
reciprocal commerce which can be carried on between India 
and England, is of the utmost advantage to their interests 
as well as honour ; to obstruct trade, would therefore be 
a political felo dc se^ and their bitterest opponents com- 
plain, that a disregard of *‘self\’ is not be counted 
among the failings of the body corporate. 

If Englishmen expect that the Hindoos will consume 
their goods, they must in return receive a fair proportion of 
the Indian's «iiw or manufactured produce. Britisli In- 
dia,” as j\Ir, Wilson justly obsta-ves, ‘‘ is a poor country, 
and must remain so while its population has a perpetual 
tendency to exceed the means of subsistence*, and whilst a 
large portion of its scanty capital is annually abstracted to 
enrich a foreign state, and swell the resources of Great 
Britain.*” This im])ortant fact the natives of India are not' 
only keenly sensible of, but they have had the manliness to 
come forward and boldly to express it in a petition to 
Parliament I say rnafiMneaSy for I feared it would be 
many years yet, before the Bengallecs would pluck up 
sufficient courage to state the grievances to which they have 
been, with so much impolicy, subjected — ^not by the East- 
India Company, but by the British Parliament and Govern- 
ment. The following is a portion of their j ust complaint ; 
I trust that it may be attended to in time: — “ That every 
encouragement is held out to tlie exportation from England 
to India of the growth and produce of foreign, as well as 
English industry, while many thousands of the natives 
of India who a short time ago derived a livelihood from 
the growth of cotton and the manufacture of cotton goods, 
are without breads in consecpience of the facilities afforded 

• Vide chapter on Colonization. 
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to the produce of America, and the manufacturing industry 
of England ; but sugar, to the production of which the 
lands of the petitioners might be turned, is loaded with 
such heavy duties in England, as effectually to shut the 
market against the industry of the East-Indians, when 
turned to this particular commodity the jHititioners, 
therefore, rightly assert, that ‘‘ the labouring and manufac- 
turing classes of natives especially, are already suffering 
grievous hardships, in consequence of the principles of 
trade and commerce which actuate the English councils, 
not being extended to India!” 

This is a true libel on Great Britain ; it ought to make 
lier senators and statesmen blush. Let me, however, try to 
call them to a sense of what is due to their own country, 
as well as to India, by placing in juxta-position the rates 
of duty charged on articles of East-India produce, as com- 
pared with West-India and other Colonial produce.* 


Articles. 


Su^rar, per ewt 

per lb 

Spirits, sweftcn<*d, per g^ailon 

Ditto, not sweetened, ditto 

Tamarinds, per lb 

Succades, ditto . . . 

Tobacco, ditto 

Wood, teak under 8 inches square, 

per load 

Ditto, not particularly enumerated, 
ad valortm 


i 

}■ 


East-lndies. 

West-lndles 

Sic, 

X, .V. 

(/. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

1 12 

0 

\ 

4 

0 

n 0 

0 

0 

0 

(> 

1 10 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 15 

0 

0 

8 

H 

0 0 

i) 

(I 

0 

2 

0 0 

6 

" 

0 

3 

0 3 

0 

1 " 

2 

9 

1 10 

0 

1 « 

10 

0 

20 per cent. 

5 per cent. 


I 


The following enormous rate of duty per cent, on arti- 
cles of East-India produce, will shew still more the detri- 
ment which in reality impedes Eastern commerce : 


* From McCulloch’s Commercial Dictionary. 
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Aloes* duty per cent 

Assiiftetida 

Benjamin 

iiorax 

( 'ardemoiMs 

Cassiabuds 

Cloves 

(.%>ciilus f ndicus . . . 

( 'oftee 

( ’ubebs 

Draj^on’s blood ... 

(iainboj'e 

(iiini Aminoniae ... 

Myrrh 

Kux V^)lnica 

Oil of (Cassia 


.. -80 I Oil of Cinnamon, duty 1 

.. b::J2 i percent j 

. . 373 — of M ace 

I0:i , — of JVutn)eg:.s 

2(>b* f)libaniiin 

.. 140 i Pepper (black) 

!. 240 ^ Ditto (white) 

. . ] ,400 j Hhuiiarb (common) . . . . 

. . .473 I Rice (Java) 

.. 320 I Rum (Bengal) 

. . 465 ; Saf^o, pearl 

IH 7 1 Siij»;ar, Bentral (white) .. 
40(> I>itto, do. (middling do.) • > 

. . l87 Jbtto, low and brown .... 

201) l)o. Chinat & Siam (white) 
343 ! Ditto, ditto, yellow 


dOO 

3,000 

2o() 

400 

400 

266 

500 

150 

1,142 

100 

118 

12s 

152 

286 

303 


Since tlte foregoing was written I hav(‘ received a copy 
of Mr. Poiilett 'i'lioinsoifs proposed schedule of duties 
to be inserted in the C’ustonis Bill about to be introduced to 
the notice of Parliament. In some instances it will he 
])roductive of good to India, in others no relief is afforded. 
On all sorts of gums**'’ for instance, the duty is fix^d at. 
six shillings per cwt. ; by the former rate of du^y> gum 
arabic, an article in extensive use among manufacturers, 
paid no more than it does at present if im]x)rted from a 
British possession, while formerly the duty oa that imjK:)rted 
from a foreign jx>ssession w^as twelve stillings per cwt. ; 
this, in fact, is tantamount to an increase of the duty on the 
gum from a British , possession ; — the duty on lac dye and 
shellac was formerly only five per cent., now it is raised to one 
and six shillings per cwt.; tragacanth,an Eastern gum which 
j)aid formerly only one per cent., is raised to the squaring 
duty ; it is the same with other Asiatic gums of great use 
in manufactures, while those of which the most trifling 
quantity is reejuired, such as ammoniac, for expensive but 
valueless medicines or perfumes as regards the poor, 


• Accord inpf to the reduced price, the duty is of course lowered. 

t J’he ('hinamati has a pfood ri«:bt to c<miplain of the Engflish 
taxation on bis tea and sugar, while we are forcing our cotton goods 
on him as much as possible. 


K 


o 



iive brought to the level of the gums used for varnislies, 
dves, &c. 

Refined camphor is reduced from 13^. 4:d. to J?2. 
per cwt. ; unrefined ditto, from 9*v. 4c/. to l.v. So far, so good. 
I am rejoiced to find castor oil (whicii Bengal can afford 
of such excellent quality undbr IVIr. (Tordon’s* improved, 
but expensive machinery), reduced from £1. Hs. to Gd* 
per cwt. ]\Ir. Thennson has had the g(H)d sense to 
reduce considerably the duty on essential oils; senna 
leaves als(j, which the British possessions in India can so 
well afford in abundance, are reduced from to Gd. ])er 

lb. ; this is hardly low enough, if Mr. Thompson desires to 
make England an emporium for India produce — a point 
Avell deserving his attention, since India is not allowed to 
ivianage her own foreign commerce, but is placed at the 
caj^ice of the minister of the day in England. 

Thvre are other material reductions, which will do 
more to augment British commerce with the East, than all 
the petitions and declamations against the East-India Com- 
pany’s monopoly would obtain in one hundred years ; 
olibanum is lowered from £2 to 6.v. per cwt. ; rhubarb from 
2,v. 8d. to Ijs’. per lb. ; pearl and raw sago from 156*. to Ls\ 
per cwt. ; dragon^s blood from £9- to 4,v. per cwt. ; 

aniseed from JOS to 5s- per cwt. ; tapioca from 10 a-. tolA'. per 
cwt. ; aloes and many other minor articles to 2d. per lb. : 
but the greatest of all still remain untouched, yet the West- 
Indians are loutlly calling for further reductions; even 
while I am now writing, Mr. Burge has given notice of a 
motion for lessening duties on West-India produce. -j* 

Sir Charles Forbes, also, with that enthusiastic feeling 

• Mr. (iordoii is an Indo-Hriton, and one of tlic most oxperionced 
eliemists in India. 350,000n)s. of Castor Oil are now annually im- 
ported; it makes a ])eautiful oil for burning in lamps. 

t On eoflfeo,from (id. to 4d. per lb. ; on vinef»ar, from 18. IHa. to 
.£2. per tun ; on ^nnj;er, from IOa*. to B-. per cwt.; on pimento, 
from Ctd. to Id. per lb. 
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for the natives of India wliieli has eharaeterized every act 
of his life, has given notice of a motion foi* the reduction of 
the duty on articles of East-India ])roduce : hut it lias been 
plainly intimated to him that he will not succeed in his 
benevolent and honest intentions.* 

In closing this chapter I take leave to remark, that wliile 
writing it I have been looking at the fpiestion of free-trade 
with India, not witli a narrow or sectarian view, l)ut with 
a desire to place it in a clear and comprehensive manner, 
before the candid reader and statesman, who has no interest 
to serve but that of his country. Hie mode to benefit 
India and England (for wliile united their interests are 
identified, and a jiartial or temporary benefit to the one 
will be certainly succeeded by a punishment wliicli sooner or 
later overtakes injustice), is not by holding out delusive 
anticipations which may never be realized, but by putting 
a shoulder to the wheel, and placing India in some better 
and fairer position with regard to her produce and manu- 
factures ; — not by scpieezing the uttermost drop of the vital 
fluid from her famishing frame, while denying her the 
means of re-invigorating it, but by generous and just treat- 
ment with regard to the duties on her sugar, coffee, rum, 
cotton, tobacco, &c., pouring the life-blood in her veins, and 
thus creating a healthy and vigorous existence, which w ill 
form the best basis (that of recijirocal interest) for the 
mutual happiness and lengthened connexion of both 
countries. 

* Tho Honourable Baronet anxiously watched the (histoins Bill 
while passing through the Committee, in the hope ot* procuring some 
reduction on Kast-India coffee, saltpetre, &c., hut there seems to he 
no feeling in tho House for the Indian agriculturist or manufacturer; 
so long as the latter can receive cotton gt>ods smd saltpetre, nothing 
else is cared for; hut England sooner or later will suffer for her 
unjust and ungenerous treatment of the Indian. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE F011KU;> ADMINISTRATION OF INDIA; ( IVIL ('.OVKllN- 

MENT, MILITARY ESTABLISHMENTS, AND EXPENDITURE 
thereof; — TABULAR STATISTICS OF THE POPULATION, 
IN PROPORTION TO THE NUMBER OF CIVIL AND MILI- 
TARY sp:rvants, revenue, area, &c., and the kxe- 
cutivp:, legislative, and diplomatic charges of 

THE THREE PRESIDENCIES; THE PROPOSAL OF MAKING 

THE INDIAN ARMY A KOVAL COLONIAL ESTABLISH- 
MENT I 

In a preceding cliapter, I detailed at some length the 
home government of the Anglo-Eastern emjnre; a brief 
analysis of the foreign government will be requisite to form 
a connected view of the whole. As in the former instance, I 
begin at the base ; stating the means by which the civil 
and military services of the Company are supplied as well 
as managed, reserving the judicial for a separate chapter. 


THE CIVIL ADMINISTRATION OF INDIA. 

The civil service of India, from which the executive, 
financial, judicial, and commercial departments are sup- 
plied, from the provincial magistracy to a seat at the 
Council ;Ik)ard (or sometimes to the governor-general- 
ship^), originates principally-f- from the students of Hai- 
leybury College, an establishment founded by the East- 

• The Right Honourable Lord Teignmouth, for instance. 

t Hy a resolution of the Court of Directors in Janiiaiy 1832, no 
porson will in -future he appointed to n writership “ unless he shall 
ha\e passed two terms at the college.*’ 
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India Company for the better and surer supply of men 
qualified to fill the important duties which devolve on an 
English official, when transplanted to shores where the 
happiness or misery of millions depends upon his talent, 
his integrity, and moral firmness of character. The stu- 
dents at Haileybury, wlio must enter between the ages of 
sixteen and .twenty, are classed in four successive terms of 
six months each ; two entire days in every week are given 
to Oriental literature, and part of other days. There are 
four European departments ; seven months in the year are 
devoted to lectures on various subjects ; for instance, a 
student who remains tw^o years at the college, receives in 
three terms from seventy to eighty hours of law tuition, 
and altogether ninety hours ; he is instructed in elemental 
knowledge on the limits between morals and law, political 
and civil rights ; in the English and Mahomedan criminal 
law, and on the law of evidence ; the moral and legal’ 
obligations of government are also inculcated ; the laws 
affecting property, promises and contracts, and the obliga- 
tions arising from j)iiblic and private relations, are carefully 
taught, as well as the classics, mathematics, and in fact 
every branch of education which can be requisite for a 
statesman on the most extensive field of action. 

The ablest masters in every language, European or 
Asiatic, are employed at the college : for Sanscrit as well as 
Greek, Persian as well as Latin, and Hindoostanee and Ben- 
gallee as well as French and Italian, are sedulously cultivat- 
ed; the most learned professors of philosophy are also in at- 
tendance, and every day, except Sunday, there are lectures. 
The net expense incurred by the Company in this impor- 
tant establishment since its commencement is as follows:* — 

• Before the establishment at Haileybury, the Conipauy’s college 
was at Hertford. 
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The total net* expenses is £3G3,4i275 which the builds 
ini ^5 kc. cost £96,359. As an instance of the liberal 
spirit displayed towards this establislnnent, I may point to 
the sums expended in philosophical instruments, books, 
medals, &c., whicli amount to £33,553, of which in 1829, 
£4,500 were for various oriental works. The salaries 
paid to tlie ju'ofessors, &c. amount to £220,730, and the 
total number of students are 1978: so that notwithstand- 
in<^ the oreat outcry resj)ecting the enormous expense of 
Ilaileybury, if tlie value of the colleij^e be deducted (at 
the least £100,000) and that of the })]iilosophical instru- 
ments, library, kc. &c. (£33^533), the total outlay on 
eacli student has not been more than £117! 

'rhere is a college council,! witli tlie })roceedings of 
which the Court of Directors do not interfere. The acapii- 
sition of the oriental languages is considered indispensable ; 
but of the four European departments a student is allowed 
to keep his terms, \mless he fails in more than two of the 
latter. The relatives of Directors, in their examination for 
office, stand no better chance than those of any other indi- 
vidual. For the classes of society to which the students 
belong, I refer to the chapter on the homo government of 
India, where under Patronage,*’ will be found the va- 
rious grades to which the students at Haileybury belong. 
Of the effects of the C’ompany’s mode of preparing their 
civil servants I need not speak, the records of Indian 
history and diplomacy are open to the public ; in them it 

• Evorv stiulonl pays one hundred guineas per annum, whicli helps 
to defruv tho cxiHUiditiiro ; theso sums are, of course, deducted from 
the j^ross charfjfes of tlie estahlishment. 

t The Bishop of Loudon is the visitor; and amonj"' the professors 
and instructors are tlie etdehratednames of the followinjr distinguished 
jfentlemen ; Batten, Le Bus, JMalthus, Keene, Einpson, Smith, and 
Jeremic. ^J'he eminent orientidist, Br. W’ilkiiis, is visitor in the 
oriental department of the coiim-il; and W'rnon Schalch and Mirza 
Ibrahim are assistant oriental professors. 
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Mill be found, according to the language of Adam Smitii 
(although no friend to the Company), that the Comj)any’s 
servants have “ conducted themselves with a resolution 
and decisive wisdom w*hich would have done honour to the 
senate of Rome in the best days of that republic Were 
it not invidious, I might particularize among the living 
and the dead, names which shine forth with unsurpassed 
lustre on England’s as well as India's historic page. 
But the noblest proof that I can present to the reader is, 
the Anglo-Eastern empire itself, of which, although it is 
difficult to say whether the bravery with which it has been 
won, or tlie wisdom with which it has been governed, is most 
conspicuous, yet it will not be denied that the task of con- 
quest was undoubtedly less, compared with the talent and 
tact necessary for the preservation of what undaunted 
bravery and skill had acquired. 

Notwithstanding this admitted fact, the breaking up of 
Haileybury College is seriously debated before the Select 
Committee. It will be immediately asked, why ? Some say, 
because the spirit of innovation is abroad ; others, that “ a 
greater standard of talent" is required than Haileybury 
affords. The ultras assert the Court of Directors have 7io 
right at all to prepare the servants who are to administer 
their affairs ; while the very extrerm gauche contend, that 
notwithstanding the East-India Company spent many 
millions of money in obtaining their Indian territories, they 
have not the slightest legal or moral claim to them ; that 
they should be instantly turned out of their possessions, and 
the appointment of writers, cadets, &c. given over to the 
public, who wdll employ much more talented servants 
while the other lialf of the spoliation (or lion’s share) 
should go to the Ministers of the crown ! Any person daring 

• We should, indeed, have a new edition of all the talents,” 
were the trocxl public to be the nominators of Indian functionaries ! 
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to deny the j ustness of the foregoing truisms, is denounced 
mstanter as a ‘‘ fool,"*’ or a knave.’’ Notwithstanding the 
risk I run of being classed with either genus, I will venture 
to assert from personal observation, and from a comparison 
with the servants of the crown in the different colonies of 
Great Britain, that in no society can there be found a set 
of men more distinguished in the aggregate for profundity 
of talent, patient research, exalted heroism, comprehensive 
benevolence, or unyielding devotion to their country's 
interest, than are to be found in the civil and military ser- 
vices of the Kast-India Company ; or who have more per- 
manently contributed to extend the glory, augment the 
wealth, and increase the boundaries of the British empire.* 
Those who seek for higher talents will please to observe, 
that it is in impartial evidence liefore the present committees 
of Parliament, that “ for students of ability and industry 
it is imyxissible to improve ujion the Haileybiiry system 
Will the idle and profligate meet with a system any where 
which will render them useful in such a country as India ? 
What in reality is the best education for a youth destined 
for such a sphere as Hindostan ? Is it that which connects 
itself with the loftiest ass(xaations of honour, nay more, 
with the genuine feelings of Christanity ; which makes the 
morals of the gospel the standard for human rectitude, and, 
while imparting the necessarily peculiar instruction, aims 
at tlie formation of a clear and discriminating understand- 
ing ? Or is it that showiness of mind, that precocity of 
genius developed by a sort of hot-bed culture, which, like 
an exotic, is of beautiful but ephemeral existence^ and in 
age affords no traces of its youth — which, in fact, blooms 

• The Rif^ht lion. Robert Grant says, “ There does not exist in 
the world an abler set of functionaries than the civil servants of the 
Company —a set more distinjj^uished for exercised and enlijjhtened 
intellect, or tor the cneiKv, yturitv, and patriotism of their public 
conduct.” 

1 \'idc Mr. Knipson's decisive tcstiinonv. 



but to die, while religion or pure morals, by which man is 
alone enabled beneffcially to govern his fellows, is entirely 
neglected? Which of these is preferable for the India 
service ? The first is not incompatib^le with capabilities of 
the highest order ; the latter is too fretpiently found iden- 
tified with qualities which render men unfit to govern 
themselves, much less others. Those who cry out so lus- 
tily for having the cream of English talent and genius for 
the civil service of India, should ask tliemselves, is notliing 
but genius and talent requisite for India ? Indted it 
might be asserted and proved, that they are, under pri sent 
circumstances, but secondary (pialifications — that integrity 
of purpose, and unflinching morality are now more indis- 
pensable for India than the former; the su])erstructiire 
being built, and its preservation and gradual improvement 
being mainly required. Our government in India is one 
of opinion^ as well as of strefu/th : not an opinion of our 
talent, for in that very many Asiatics would compete with 
Englishmen ; but an opinion of our moral worth, inflexible 
justice, and undeviating rectitude. Tliese are qualifica- 
tions above all price in an Indian functionary, to whom the 
whole management of a province, ecjual in size to a 
European kingdom, is frequently entrusted, and Avhose 
conduct, of course, influences all around him. Hut, as I 
cannot bring myself to believe that the theorism of Lord 
Grenville w ill, in the face of facts and common sense, be 
acted on, I proceed to sketch the mode in wdiich the 
affairs of government are conducted abroad, merely pre- 
mising, that the destruction of Haileybury ('ollcge implies 
the abolition of the Court of Directors" patronage, and 
with it a change of w hich, althougli we may see the be- 
ginning, we know not, and cannot })redict, the end. 


The governments of India, altliougl) delegated from 
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Eurnpo, arc necessarily possessed of much local efficiency; 
the Governor General exercises some of* the most important 
rights of sovereignty, such as declaring war, making peace, 
framing treaties, and to a certain extent, the prerogative of 
forgiving criminals. * lie is assisted and partly controlled 
by a council composed of two of the Company’s civil ser- 
vants aj)p()inte(l from home, and of not less than twelve 
years" residence in India;* to whom are added the Com- 
niander-in-chief of the army. 

On all <]uestions of state policy, except in a judicial 
capacity, t the (bivernor General is independent of this 
council ; he* ])ropo>(*s, for instance, a declaration of war 
against China the minute to that effect is delivered to 
the council, who, we will suppose, dissent from the propriety 
tiiereof, and record their minutes assigning the cause ; 
tlie (iovernor General, having ])erused this and remaining 
of his original opinion, after permitting an adjourned dis- 
cussion for fort y-eight hours, ])roceeds to execution, first mi- 
nuting his reasons for dissenting from the council. The Go- 
vernor General, in virtue of hiscommission as captain general 
may head the military operations he has ordered. The whole 
of the doeuments relating to the proceedings in council are 
immediately transmitted to the C'ourt of Directors, and 
Hoard of Control ; if approved of at iiome, new members of 
council are aj)])ointed to succeed the former ones ; if other- 

• 'J'liis is act; Old in PI' to an Act of Parliament. 

t 'rin* Act of l^arliaiiicnt provides that it shall not be understood 
as p:ivin»‘ authority “ to make or carry into execution any order or 
resolution ai»ainst the opinion or coiiciirrenee of the counsellors of 
their respoctivt' j^on ernintMits, in any matter which shall come nmler 
th(* consideration of tin* said (iovcriior-(Teneral or Governors in 
Council respectively, in their judicial capacity ; or to make, repeal, or 
suspend any j»'eneral rule, order, or rcpilation for the ^ood order or 
civil ^n\ ernmeiit of th(» said United Company's settlements ; or to 
impose, of his own authority, any tax or duly within the said respec- 
tive j'ONernmeiits or presidmicies." (.‘k'Mleo. Ill, c. s. 51.) 

+ All propositions, communications, rejoinders, &c, must be carried 
on in wrilinji*. 
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wise, the Governor General is instantly recalled. This 
hypothetical case is put merely to shew the res|x>nsible 
power which the Governor General enjoys, subject to con- 
trolling checks from home. The Governors in Council of 
Madras or Bombay are in a similar manner independent of 
local control, but for the sake of obtaining unity in foreign 
transactions on matters of general or internal jKilicy, they 
are subject to the authority of the Governor (leneral, who on 
proceeding to either of the settlements, takes his seat in the 
council as president.* Regulations for the good govern- 
ment of the interior, f are passed by the Governor General 
or Governors in Council under the 21 Geo. III. and sul)- 
sequent acts ; they become immediately effective, but 
are transmitted home, and subject to the revision of the 
Court of Directors and Board of Control ; ordinances for 
the good government of the presidencies are not valid until 
publicly exposed for fourteen days, and then registered 
by the Supreme Court ; they are then put in force, but are 
subject to a further ordeal at home. On arriving in Eng- 
land they are publicly exhibited at the India House, and 
sixty days left open for appeal ; within two years his 
Majesty may disallow the o id inane J 

The legislative department being described, w^e come to 
the executive, which the government exercises by means of 
Boards ; in Bengal they are thus divided : 

• “ 1 ho (id vernor General in Council has full power and authority 
to superintend, control, and direct the gr>vernors in all such points as 
shall relate to any negociations or transactions with the country 
powers or states, or levying w^ar or making peace, or the collection or 
application of the revenues of the territories in India, or to the forces 
employed at any of such presidencies or governments, or to the civil 
or mililtary governments of the said presidencies,” &c. (33 Geo, III. 
c. 52.) 

t All territory beyond the jurisdiction of the Supreme Courts, 
which, properly speaking, is solely confined to the cities of Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay. 

I Since 1793, the number enacted for Bengal amount to 15(1, 
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1 . The Sudder Board of Revenue — Consistsof a president 
(one of the nienil>ers of txiuncil), and tliree of the Company’s 
senior servants of extensive experience, who exercise a 
p;eneral control over the collectors of the land revenue, 
under the authority of the Board ; are commissioners over 
divisions of three or four districts, who also exercise under the 
Nizamut Adawlut court the powers of judges of circuit. 
The Board is a Court of Wards for lunatics or minor land- 
holders, &c. 

The Board of Customs^ Salt and Opium — Superin- 
tends the agents wh() provide the salt and opium, controls 
the officers employed in the collection of the customs and 
town duties, and the collectors of stamps, excise, &c. 

3. The Board of Trade — Manages the Company’s 
commercial investments, and has nothing to do with politi- 
cal duties. 

4. The 3Iilitary Board — lias tlie management of all 
military agencies ; the distribution of military stores ; 
superintends the construction of roads, canals, bridges, em- 
bankments, and buildings in the civil department, and 
advises the government upon all questions touching the 
materiel of the army. 

5. The Medical Board — Attends to the provision and dis- 
tribution of medical stores; collects and examines the 
reports of the medical officers, and advises government on 
medical aff*airs. 

At Madras there are but three Boards, revenue, mili- 
tary, and medical ; and at Bombay only one, medical. 
Any of these Boards make suggestions, or present 
drafts of regulations in their respective departments to 
the government; the Boards also receive from their 
subordinates suggestions, cither for tlieir own information 
or for transmission to the Governor General in council ; by 
this means the local knowledge of the inferior officers is 



brouolit under the cognizance of tlie chief executive, and 
their talent and capabilities appreciated. A leading feature 
in the duties of the Indian governments, is that of noting 
down every official transaction, whether as individuals or 
Boards. As regards the former, it generates habits of 
business, combined with a moral check of supervision, no 
matter what distance from the presidency, or wliat period 
of time may elapse, should an iinjuiry bt* lU'cessary ; a be- 
neficial connexion is thus maintainecl between the higliest 
departments of the state at home or abroad, tlown to tlu* 
lowest covenanted servant of the Company. With regaril 
to tlie Boards, they are obligt^d also to keep regular mi- 
nutes of all their proceedings, to rej)ort every matter of 
any importance to the Governor General in council for his 
sanction ; a monthly copy of all })roceedings is transmitted 
to the Court of Directors, as well as to the Supreme go- 
vernment. 

A few" words is necessary with res])ect to the Euro]x?an 
subordinates of the Indian governments, w ho are in number 
as follows : — 

Kl llOPKAN CoVKNAXTKl) ailfl I ’Xf \ KN A XTK n* C.’lVIf, SkHVANTS 
of tliC* ('OMPANV ilJ JM»JA,t iUitl IS T, IIkI-KNA. 


lij Bonj^al iVo. 071* 

iVladras iNil 

liornbay 'IXTt 

Penang, Malacca, &c I't 

St. Helena l/» 


'I'otal No. 


I have detailed at the coimnencement of the cliapter, titc 
mode in which the civilians are prepared for their duties at 
Ilailcybury College, and in the third cha))tcr, under “ Pa- 
tronage,^ have shewn tlu* high clas.ses of society to w hich 
they belong. On their arrival in India, at C’alcutta for 

• Tlie number of uncovcnaTited servants is v(‘iy trifling-, 
t The estahli;-hrucnt at Canton is of course excluded. 
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instance — they were, until of late,* received into another 
college, provided with Oriental professors, whence, after 
further studies and a critical examination, they are per- 
mitted to enter any branch of the service they may chose 
to fix on, revenue, judicial, commercial, or political 
the duties of each branch are explained by the title. 
The principle of succession to office is regulated, partly 
by seniority and partly by merit, blended so w^ell together 
as effectually to destroy favoritism or corrupt influ- 
ence, while a succession of offices is still left open for the 
encouragement and reward of talent and integrity, the 
statute providing that all situations exceeding in total 
value i?5()() per annum, must be held by a civil servant of 
three years'* residence in India; ditto exceeding cX^l, 500 by 
a servant of six years’ standing ; of X’3,000 a year, by one 
of* nine years’ residence ; of £4,000 a year and upwards, 
by tliose of twelve years’ sojourn in the East. It will be 
seen tliat wlicnever any vacancies occur, coming under the 
al)ove classification in value, there arc a number of candi- 
dates of the required local experience, according to the Act 
of Parliament]; wliich pronounces their qualifications. 
Th(» princijilc of selection then, it is true, devolves on the 
Governor-General^ or govcnior of the presidency. Here 
then the merit of the candidate enters into consideration 
along with his seniority, and every possible precaution has 
been taken by the Court of Directors, to secure for it the 

•Lord William Bt'ntinck aholi'^hed tho collt'^o, partly, it is undor- 
etood, for ectinoniioal rojisons, and partly beoiiiiso of the lax habits 
which it was said the youn^ civilians ^ot into by hein«; con»'re»ated 
lofj^ethcr at the presidenries: they are now sent up the countjy, and 
pla<*cd under the control of senior civil servant s. 

t The political or diplomatic branch of the service is open to the 
<*ivil officers of all the presidencies, 

X 33 Geo. III. c.r>L\s. :>7. 

§ 'Fhe Governor-General appoints to all the diplomatic situations 
throuf^fhemt India. 


1 . 
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reward to which it is entitled. In the records sent home» 
the most minute description of the services, character, and 
conduct of every individual in the civil service is noted 
down, from the moment of his arrival in India,* througli 
all the intermediate grades, to the time when it may be 
proposed to appoint him to a seat in the councils of go- 
vernment. Every appointment by the Governor General, 
or governors of Madras or Bombay is recorded ; every 
reason for a departure from the precise rules laid down for 
nominations in India is placed upon the proceedings of 
government, sent home, and vigilantly scrutinized by the 
Court of Directors and Board of Control. And here let 
me ask those who talk so coolly, but so unreflectingly, of 
transferring the government of India to the crown, what 
sort or degree of power would the Governor (ieneral and 
governors of India wield without such checks, and who 
would attend to the latter ? Should we not sec, as we have 
done in the colonies, niiued gamesters, j)andering court 
favourites, government defaulters, bankrupt merchants, or 
political prostitutes to any administration, y appointed to the 
most responsible situations — situations, perha])s, the incau- 
tious or incapable fulfilment of which would involve tlie 
peace of the whole eastern emjiire ! A proceeding like 
this w'ould l>e so characterized by insanity, tfiat I wall not 
dwell on it ; for when the British public would consent to 
see the Ministers of the crow n usurp such a monstrous 
degree of power, they would deserve to become the slaves 
to which they would speedily be reduced. 

Before proceeding to detail the military establishments 
of the Company, I annex a comparative table from the 

• I'ho records of Hailcylniry shew, of course, his previous (|ualih- 
cations and character, &c. 

t I could name many in our various colonies havin^»^ these qualifi- 
cations for office, and by virtue of which they were appointed. 
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Parliamentary documents, shewing the charges of the three 
presidencies in the higher departments of the executive, 
legislative, and diplomatic administration, and the per- 
centage of charge thereof on the gross revenue. The total 
civil charges of India* (exclusive of debt) is £8,719,9^4 
annually. Of the following table it will be perceived that 
the tliplomatic agencies are the lieaviest in expense, par- 
ticularly those of llengal ; the salaries of the residents at 
foreign courts have, it is true, been curtailed, so far as re- 
gards the successors to tlie present incumbents ; it i.s, how- 
ever, a questionable jjolicy which reduces the salary of an 
official in such a country as India, where there exists such 
jiowerfiil incitements to malversation or corruption. There 
is, indeed, no economy in ])aying the servants of a govern- 
ment in a niggardly manner ; and if this principle be fully 
acknowledged and acted on in England,'^ where so much 
evhit attends on the filling of resjx>nsible situations, as to 
make even secretarysliips be coveted by the nobles of the 
land, how much more neemsary is it in Hindostan, where 
men are doomed to exile for life, and exposed to receiving 
temptations more difHcult to resist than tlie moral ones to 
which ^IVIeniachus was subjected by Calypso. Until Lord 
Cornwallis placed the salaries of the civilians on a footing 
udecpiate to the trust reposed in them, the comnmn saying 
among the natives was — Kvery European has his price T 
Would those short-sighted, ignorant mortals wlio declaim 
against the high salaries of the Indian civil serv.ants, — 
would they, I ask, wish to see those days restored ? 

• Witness, for instance, the eoncluct of the Poke of Hichinond and 
Pord Durham, who wen* to a<-eept the salaiies attaeluMl to 

their respective depaitiiieut'-s notwithstunding' their private wealth. 


L \i 
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Tiik Military Force of India, European and 
Asiatic, its Expense, Projected Chance, &c. 

Py th(‘ bravery of the Indian army Hindostan has be- 
come a fief of the British crown; by the fidelity of the same 
army it is now in a great measure retained in allegiance, 
or rather subjection, and under an unwise policy, that very 
army may sooner or later \yc the means of establishing a 
]>oweiful empire in the East ; an analysis of its component 
parts will therefore be desirable. 

As tlie civil servants of the Compau}’^ are principally 
formed from Haileybury, so their militarv officers are prin- 
cipally drawn from their military c(»llege at Addiscombe, 
near Croydon. 'J1iis establislmuiit, wlu'n full, consists of 
150 cailets ; who ])ay £65 the first year, and £50 the 
second, the extra £15 being for the piirpose of supplying 
them with uniform and accoutrements. The young men 
are selected from the most respectable families of the three 
kingdoms, in the same manner as the civil servants ; it fre- 
(piently happening that one brother embarks in the one 
service, and the other in its opposite. They are echu ated 
in strict military discipline, as well as in tlie Orient.d lan- 
guages ; are ex))ected to be gnnmded in the classics, and be 
accpiainted with at least one continental Euro])ean modern 
language. The oflicers of the college consist of some 
of tlie oldest and most experienced of the Company V, army, 
and the public examiner is (\>1. A. Dickson, of the Boyal 
Artillery. This gentleman visits the college from time to 
time, to mark the progress of the cadets, and see when tiu^y 
are fit to be brought forward for an examination. Tiiere 
is no fixed jieriod for their remaining at college, but if 
after two years any cadet does not* evince talents which it 
is thought will further develope themselves in six months, 
his friends are recommended to withdraw him. The cadets 
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get their appointments as soon as ([iialified ; but by Act of 
Parliament they cannot proceed to India before they arc 
sixteen years of age. Their appointments to different 
branches of the service are imdeyiatingly made in conse- 
quence of merit, and the examinations arc conducted un- 
connected with the masters who have had the instruction 
of tile cadets ; if a lad is unable to stand the mathematical 
tests for the Artillery or Engineers, but evinces much ge- 
neral talent and diligence, then he is recommended for tlie 
Infantry. On leaving Addiscombe, the engineer cadets go 
to Chatham to finish their education in sapjiing and mining 
under Colonel Pasley. The grounds around Addiscombe 
are laid out with redoubts, guns, &c. for the j)urpf)sc of 
practice ; and the pains taken for the formation of good 
soldiers have been eminently the cause of success in the 
Indian artillery, &c. The following table shews the net 
expense of the college, and the number of cadets educated 
there. 

Net Expense attending' the Ektapmsiijment at Aj)I)is< ompe, for 
the Education of Cadets for tiu* Indian Ahmy, since its com- 
mencement; and the numher of Cadets educated. 


Years. 

Expenditur.’. 

Years. 

Expenditure. 

No. of ('adds odu cuted 
from }K»MI to lU.Ki-ai. 


£. 

. 

' 

■ 

£. 



1808-9 .. 

66G 

1820-21 .. 

10, 7.^1 

55 

113 

1809-10 .. 

5,135 

1821-22 .. 

19,294 

67 

97 

1810-11 .. 

32,400 

7,086 

1822-23 .. 

16.350 

74 

111 

1811-12 .. 

1823-24 . . 

14,(553 

Ii5 

91 

1812-13.. 

8,209 

1824-25 .. 

14,161 

71 

100 

1813-14 .. 

4,631 

7,584 

1825-26 .. 

24,:'>62 

68 

106 

1814-15 .. 

1826-27 .. 

26,826 

56 

142 

1816-16 .. 

8,458 

9,592 

1827-28.. 

1 22,619 

54 

134 

1816-17 .. 

1828-29 .. 

i 21,252 

62 

120 

1817-18.. 

14,822 
14,537 
13,061 i 

1829-30 .. 

1 14,570 

57 

127 

1818- 19 .. 

1819- 20 .. 

1830-31 .. 

16,075 

83 

136 


iTotal for'i 
the period/ 

326,154 

101 

2,090 
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The purchase of AclcHsconibc Place cost, in 1810, the siilii 
of f ; the buihling and repairs, £8^2, 8(>$) ; the ex- 

pense attending the instructing of cadets in trigonometrical 
survey, and the art of sapping and mining, has been during 
the period mentioned ‘ in the foregoing table, £37,13G ; 
books, stationery, and mathematical instruments, have 
amounted to £18, 75i2 ; clothing, juilitary stores, accoutre- 
ments, c^c. £87,541 ; the rewards to cadets for industry and 
talent amounted in four years to £1,600; and the total 
expenditure upon the ordinary education of 2,090 cadets, 
has been £20(5,159 : which on an average for each cadet 
is only £98, and for tliis sum a class of officers have [)een 
created, whose talents and capabilities are as lionourable to 
themselves, as they are useful to their country. What is 
to be done with this noble establishinent, in the rage for 
removing all power and patronage from the Company, we 
have yet to learn. 

A few words may now be said as to tlie mode in wliich 
the (U)mpany^s bhin^pean troops are raised. Tlie l^ast- 
India Comj)any possess the power to recruit a certain 
number of men annually, for the supply of the India]) 
army ; in virtue of this authority, they have raised and 
sent abroad, during the last eleven years, seventeen thou- 
sand men, of whom eight hundred were despatched to St. 
Helena. Hieir depot is at Cliatham, under the command 
of a few staff officers, witli detached recruiting 'parties in 
London, Dublin, Ldinburgb, &c. Their service is consi- 
dered a favourite one with the public, and the finest young 
men in the country annually engage for it. Wndle at 
Cliatham, they are divided into artillery and infantry, their 
e(jui})ments, clothing, &c. being similar to those of his Ma- 
jesty \s tr(K)ps. The young men are drilled in the manual 
and jdatoon exercise, the twenty-eight field manceuvres, 
&c. ; the most deserving are appointed iion-coniinissioned 
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officers, and when ready for embarkation in the Coinj>aiiy'’s 
ships of the season, they are allowed to select tlie presi- 
dency to which they may desire to proceed. The total 
expense of the depot including the rent of the King’s bar- 
racks, is ^3,361 per annum ; in 1628 the expense of the 
depots including recruiting, bounty, &c., was .i:’ 2859 G 0 . 

The Indian army now comes under observation, it may 
be said to consist of three branches ; the King’s cavalry 
and infantry European regiments ; tlie Honourable Com- 
pany’s European engineers, artillery, and infantry ; and 
their native artillery, cavalry, infantry, &c. Tlie follow, 
ing table exhibits the total number of British, European, 
military and medical officers, serving on the Peninsula of 
Hindustan in 1830, by the latest parliamentary return. — 

Number of European Offiokiis 8crvinf>f in India, and the Corps 
and Presidency to which they respectively belong. 


Corps. 


Hon. Company’s Engineers 

{ European Horse 

Ditto Foot 

Native Horse 

Ditto Foot 

r His Majesty's Regiments . . 
Cavalry J Hon, Company’s Rej,^ulars 
f Ditto 1 rrcfriilars 

{ His Majesty’s Kepments .. 
lion. Companv’s Europ. do. 
Ditto ditto Native Regulars 
Ditto ditto Irret^ulars .... 
Staff 


Medical Department 

Commissariat ditto 

Pioneers’ corps 

Warrant officers of Artillery 


Total 


Bengal. 

1 Madras. | 

Boniliay. 

4‘4 

__ - ^ 

30 

21 

45 

21 

20 

yy 

13 i 

32 

12 

22 I 


:i7 

17 1 

20 

5-1 

23 1 

i 26 

17H 

124 ; 

1 

13 

1 


25() 

260 j 

1.3,3 

3.3 

1 30 i 

3) 

1,245 

i 7H9 ! 

438 

(il 

— I 

4 

169 

1.32 

82 

222 

212 

156 

21 

27 

9 

10 

22 



103 

89 

75 

2,5.08 


1,0<)2 


The total number of European officers, it will be oliserved, 
is 5,531 ; of whom 752 are in the King’s military service. 
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A considerable iuiml)er of officers arc always on furlough ; 
still, as will be subsequently shewn, the troops are under 
officered. Sir E. Paget maintains this opinion ; in his recent 
evidence before Parliament he says, that there are not 
half the number of captains to a Company’s regiment (5) 
that there arc to a King’s ; but it is justly observed (by, I 
think, Ca))tain Macan), that the number of officers to a 
regiment is of less imjx>rtance to the army, than the 
efficiency and character of the officers, and the remunera- 
tion they receive, the fidelity of the se|X)y to the British 
government being held through the tenure of his officei'. 
If the latter, therefore, has not the means of living in a 
resjicctable style before his men, and is deprived, by the 
pressing urgency of his own wants, of making little pre- 
sents to the soldiers of Ins company on festivals, &c, the 
consequences, to all who know any thing of the constitu- 
tion of tlie Indian army, may be readily conceived. 

The following table shews the number of European 
rank and file and non-commissioned officers in India, and 
the corps and presidency to which they belong. 

Nijmhkk of Ki’Ropkan N(»ii-ooininissioiit*(l Officers, and Rank and 
File in India, and the Cor]>s to which thev helona. 


Corps. j 

Dcngal. 

Madras. 

Horn bay. 

Hon. Coriipanv’s iMii^ineers | 

7 


14 


Enroj>t*an Horse 



4(i3 

Ai-tillcry 


G 

1,1^27 

31 

3 


Native Horse 



s 

2 

. S His Majesty's Ropfiinents 

ivavalry ^ (Vomminy’s ditto .... 

],](;5 

32 

GH 

IS 

G73 

2 


r His Majesty’s EiirojK*an . . 


G,S2J ! 

3,321 

Infantry < 

Hon. Couipany's ditto .... 

1 1,121 

],G52 : 


Ditto Native Regulars 

Il(i 

l()(i 1 

15 


, Ditto ditto Irreijfulars 

' 33 

2 ' 

— 

Staff 

! 244 ; 

2H(i ! 

r>7 

Pioneers’ 

Chirps 

11 ^ 

2 


Invalids’ 

ditto 

I 277 

370 j 

(>G 


rotal 

j 13,()H!> 

U,M0 * 

G,G35 
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The total number of European troops (exclusive of 
commissioned officers) is 30,977, of whom 199540 belong 
to his Majesty’s cavalry and infantry regiments. These 
are an enormous charge to the Ctmipany, about £i?70,000 
per annum in India, and c£Y)0,000 in England, for lialf- 
pay and pensions, together with the cost of conveying 
them backwards and forwards. It is, of course, but just 
that the Coni[)any should pay something towards defray- 
ing the military strength of the empire ; but, as is cor- 
rectly observed by the Right Honourable Jlob(?rt Grant, 
‘‘ the practice has overgrown the principle.*” As far as 
the tranquillity of India is concerneci, there is no necessity 
for King‘‘s troops, the Company could emlxxly a larger 
European force ; and if the native army became unfaithful 
to those whose salt they eat, the whole of the King's 
army would be insufficient for the preservation of India. 
Let us now observe the number of Native officers, Hindoo 
and Mussulman, in the Indian army. 


Numbkii of Nativk Okfk’kks ill the Indian Army. 


Corps. 

Bengal. 

1 

1 M adrns. 

BoinUiy. 


}2 


3 

e IlorRi^ 

G 

13 


Artillery -< Foot 

48 

12 

50 

23 

1 . 

y-t 1 ^ Roii ulars 

IT'; 

m 

1 (\r, 

Cavalry ^ 

137 

1,200 

1(1 


000 

410 

firroffulars 

Pioneor Corps 

440 

23 

21 

20 

2C> 

IG 

IVstiv'G Poct^irs - 

235 

202 

13G 


Total 

2,257 

1,474 

710 


It will be seen that the native officers, are in greater pro- 
portion than the European officers, attached to the Sepoy 
cavalry and infantry. Their numbers stand thus 



Cavalry 

Jnfaiitrv 
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Europeans. Native*. 

im r,L>5 

'2,rj37 3,1 


lotah... 3 ,(ki1 


The majority in favour of the latter is 754.* The total 
luinilier of native officers is 4,542, of whom 573 are native 
tloctttrs ; these are carefully eihicatecl and instructed in the 
Kuropean princijdes of medicine, and in anatomy. Much 
of the efficiency of the Ihmgal military native doctors is 
owing to the care of the late Dr. Breton. The Company 
have sent out models in papier machc^ and other improved 
methods of studying anatomy, for such Hindoos as object 
to touching the human skeleton ; tlieir prejudices in this 
respect are wearing away, and the native doctors of the 
Indian army are a real blessing conferred on the country at 
large. Manuals of medicine, surgery, &c are translated and 
lirinted at the Company’s expense; and if nothing had been 
done for India but giving the pcH>j)le a sim)>le system of 
medicine, the Goveiamient would have been entitled to their 
gratitude. The next table shews the force of the native 
army exclusive of native commissioned officers. 


♦ When such Imidahlo ofTurts are heins; made to edevate the II in* 
doos to civil situations of trust and omoluincnt, the author would 
respectfully solicit the attention of the Honourable Ctimpauv to the 
condition of their pillant military native officers; it would indeed ho 
desirable that certain staff’ uj)pointments were open to them ; every 
jjl^eneral offitrer, for instance, slniuld be allowed a native aid-de-camp, 
whose allowances should he in proporti<»n to that of his Europ(‘an 
compeer; perhaps if the commissions of the native officers were 
countersijjfTied hy -His IMujesty, it would jii^ratify them ; those who ha\c 
distin<»‘nished themselves slnmld he admitted (Companions of the Hath, 
and every possible means taken to elevate tht'in in their own opinion, 
as well as in the eyes of the troops under their coininand. 
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Numbkr of Nativk Non-commissioned Offickrs and Rank and 
File in India, and the Corps to which they belonjr. 



Corps. 

Bengal. 

Madras. 

Btnnbay 

lion, (hminaiiv's Eiiffineers 

HOI) 

1 

1-17 


r European Horse 

:i<;7 

1 — _ 

‘Ml 


Ditto Foot 

DO.'l 

' 888 

710 


Native Horse 


: 571 

— ' 

Artillcrv n 

Ditto Foot, Rcpilars .... 

2,010 

‘ 854 

020 


1 Ditto ditto Irregulars 

2H.5 

i • — 

— 


(iun Lascars 

no 

-1.^.0 

201 


^ Ordnance Drivers 

t .010 

<i7;« 

* :h 

Cavalry - 

k Hcjjulars 

f Irregulars 

; .o,o(u 

; .Tii.04 

I -1,014 

1,705 

Infantry - 
‘ < 

Invalids . 
Pioneer C' 

Roofulars 

Mrrej^ulars , 

orps j 

2,400 

1 H07 

i.T.),s;{;i i 

! V'li 1 
; 1,07-1 j 

2 .VH 0 

1.1175 

1,707 

8 O 7 



Total 

04,515 

1 .')0,2!)5 1 

30,802 


The total number of non-commissioned officers and rank 
and file of natives in the service of the Company amounts 
to 181,612; these are composed of Hindoos and Mahome- 
dans, mixed in every regiment in a greater or less ])ropor- 
tion, and in field discipline, cleanliness, and sobriety, they 
are unsurpassed by any other troops. The native artillery 
make it a point of honour to be cut down at tlieir guns, 
rather than desert them ; wherever a British officer will 
lead, it has rarely or never been found that his Sepoys will 
not follow. No men are more alive to emulation ; a medal 
is as highly jirized by a Sejioy as by a British soldier; and 
many instances of heroism might be related of them, which 
would do honor to Greek or Homan story. This is not 
the place, however, to speak of their achievements, of their 
faithfulness to their officers, or of their volunteering for 
Egypt, for Java, for the Mauritius, for Ceylon, or for 
Birmah ; suffice it to say, that the history of the Indian 
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army lias yet to be written; it is time the desideratum 
were sujiplied. I now give the total force. 

Totai. of Kino's and Company’s Mimtahy Forcr at the Three 
PRESIDENCIES) for 1830. 


Corps. 


Presidencies. 


Total 
Number 
of Troops, 

B«igal. 

> Madras. 

Bombay. 

Foijfiin'iTs 

800 

: .30 

)H5 

■ 

Arlillcrv 

7,012 

; 1 

3, -icy 

1 i(;,!»(i2 

(’jivalry 

10,410 

1 fi/tj 1 i 

3, ,'•.22 

I!),n3!t 

Ill taut rv 

SS,K32 

: 51,031 ; 

2!t,7,71 ! 


Invutids 


' .*i,887 ; 

J.SG3 ; 


Grand Total ! 

1 

110,S3.-5 


3,S7;!0 ; 

217,698 


The Conipany^s liurojican Artillery, which, in efficiency, 
is quite equal to the Iloyal Artillery, was in number, at 
the date of tlie last returns, as follows : — 




Horse. 

Foot. 

RoTio’nl , . . t 


..No. 1,021 ... 

... 2,109 

Mn(lr(i*4 , » 


51)0 . . . 

... 1,4.59 

Iloiiibay . . 


4:i5 . . . 

... 1,025 


lotal . . 

.. No. 2, <152 

- 1,593 


The establishment of King’s regiments is — 

Cavalry. 


- 

Madras 1 

llomhay 1 


Total .... 4 


Infantry. 
. 8 
. 8 
. 4 

20 


The grand totals of tlie army employed in India are as 
follows : — 
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(Jrand Totals of the Rkoular ami Iiihkoitlaii Indian Aumy 
in 1830. 


Denomination. 


Presidencies. 


Total 

Regular 

and 

Irregular 

Force. 

Bengal. 

1 Madras. 

Bombay. 

Repilar Kuropean foree .... 

Ditto Native ditto .... 

Trrejjular Kuropean ditto .... 
Ditto Native ditto .... 

15,312 

68,367 

384 

1 28,520 

12,6(0 
; ;>I,(I!I6 

; 

7,67.': 

2S,613 

70 

.1,878 1 

35,500 

M8,076 

832 

(;0,420 

Total of all 

112,58.1 


40,236 

253,027 


In 1814 the total Indian army on a peace establisli- 
inent* was — 


Bonjjiil . 
M'.ulrus . 
Boiuhny 


Men. 

84.uk; 
77,27-1 
3 1 ,(;7i> 


Total 


Til 1815 l^> 7 , 8(;7 

1825t 2iMv>38 

.1827 27/1, 78(> 

1.830 22.1.1)27 

1 ,S 31 l!)i ,000 

It is now beiii^ further reduced, particularly the local or 
provincial corps, which it is thought may at any time be re- 
organized. The greater jtart of the irregular native troops 
are employed doing duty in the different cities as local 
militia, for escorts, and various harassing duties, on which 
it is not thought advisable to (*mploy the regular troops. 
The annual charge of the different branches of the army of 
the three presidencies, to correspond with the foregoing 
returns, is as follows : — 

• In 1813 , the total army wa^ 201 , 000 . 

t I)urin<r 1825 jmd 1826, the Btmjrnl army alone was 170,000 men, 
on acconnrof the Burmese and Blmrtpoor M'ar. 



Anntal CnARuK of tlio Army of tlie Tiirkk iii^ 
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The expense paid by the Company for the King'’s troops 
serving in India is about £800,000 :* this is exclusive of 
£60,000 for half-pay and pensions j)rovided according to 
Act of Parliament. The annual expense of a King’s infan- 
try regiment in India is £65,000 ; ditto of a cavalry ditto, 
£75,000. Tliat of a Company’s regiment of native infan- 
try, £24,000 ; ditto of native cavalry, £40,000, 

It is fit that these immense outlays by the Company 
should be mentioned, because it has been quite forgotten 
how much the Company contribute to support the expenses 
of the government at home. 

The pensions to European non-commissioned officers*f- 
and men, were in number and amount as follows: — 

No. of Men. Pensions. 

Tn 

\& 2'2 1,08^ 2<M0(; 

1828 1,707 

The pensions to native non-conimissioned officers and 
men were — 

No. of Men. Pensions. 

In 1828 2 . 4 , 1:10 .f211,lK)3 

• 111 1827-28, the pay ainl allc»\vaj:rcs of the Kind’s troops 
amounttul to S. llupees 8.4,.12,,4o2. (Lords’ Heport, p. 2()ih) 

Another parliamentary return f^ives tlie following statement: — A 
refriment of H.M/s Lig-ht Drajjroons, eonsistinf,»- of eif»ht troops ami 
7.4(> fip^htin^ officers and men, costs the (.’ompany per annum .€7:1,788 ; 
the passage to India of a Kiiijif’s regiment is A regiment 

of the Company's cavalry, consisting of six troojKs and 545 officers and 
men, costs per annum .£35,784. 

t 3'vventy-five years’ service is requisite for Eurojiean commandinp^ 
officers to he enabled to ndire on the full-pay of their rank. A lieute- 
nant-colonel, major, or cajitain, retires on the half-pay of his rank, if 
his health requires his relinquishing- the army; and a lieutenant 
having- served thirteen, or an ensign nine years, may rc'tire on ill- 
health certificates, on the half-pay of their rank. Lord Clive’s Fund, 
principal and interest, are worn out, and the eharpres upon it are 
borne by the Company. At each presidency there is also a “ Military 
Widows’ Fund,” supported by contributions fnmi the Company, as 
well as by subscriptions from every officer. 4' he funds profit by a 
Iiiffh rate of interest on their halaneos, and an advantaj^oous rate of 
oxchanfre on their remittances, which amount on the whole to £47,091 
a year. 
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"Jlie total expense^ of the Indian army (fxclii?»i\'c of home 
payments)^' was — 


111 1H14 
iSlo 
1821 
1822 
I82n 
1827 
1830 


.£f),020,6(;(; 

0,200,000 

9,350,000 

9,000,000 

13.700.000 

12 . 200.000 

9,461,323 


The reductions wliicli are now being carried into effect, will 
still further reduce the expenses of the army. 

Since 1814, the military stores sent out to India have 
cost the immense sum of £ 2 ^ 750 , 000 . The military 
charges for St. Helena in 1880 were £60,000 ; ditto for 
Prince of Wales’ Island, £18,000. 

Tile following table exhibits at a complete view the 
civil and military administration of the three Indian pre- 
sidencies and their dependencies, with tlie charges exclu-. 
sive of debt. It will be observed that the revenues of 
Bombay are unequal to the charge for civil, military, and 
marine expenditure, by nearly £1,200,000, and Madras 
charges exceed by £200,000, the sum derived from the 
lands, customs, &c. ; the Bengal revenue is therefore taxed 
for the civil and military support of the other presidencies. 
Tlie total number of Europeans supported by the Com- 
pany in their territories is nearly forty thousand. 


* About .£500,000 is paid, for instance, annually to officers of iKe 
FJcngal army alone, who are at home on furloui^h, &c. 


A1 



Statement of the Civil and Military Admini^-tkation of the Three Presipenciks of IxniA, together with those of Prince 
OF Wales' Island, Singapore, and Malac ca , and St. Helena. 



These sums include stipends and pensions chargeable upon the Revenues. 



The marine charges, alhulecl to in the foregoing table, for 
Bengal, are to defray the expenses of a j)ilot establishment 
at Calcutta, which for utility and skill has no superior. 
The pilot vessels are schooner-rigged, and adapted to the 
tempestuous weather which is so frequent off the Sand- 
heads, where six or eight are constantly stationed. There 
are several ranks of gradation in the establishment, which 
is one of seniority, and the officers are in general intelligent 
Europeans, well acquainted, from length of service, with the 
difficult and dangerous navigation of tlie Hooghly. For the 
protection of the coimiKTce of the j)ort no expense is spared 
by the Bengal government, in light-houses, floating light- 
sliips, buoys, &c. ; and a telegraphic communication has 
been lately established between Kedgeree and Calcutta. 
The jxirt charges on vessels, notwithstanding this expensive 
but indispensable marine, arc moderate. 

At Madras, the maritime exjxjnsc is of course trifling in 
comparison. 

At Bombay there is a warlike marine kept up for the 
protection of British commerce, which consists of about — 
one frigate, four 18-gun ships, six 10-guii corvettes and 
brigs, two armed steamers, and surveying-ships, &c. 
The number of officers may be stated at — twelve captains, 
fourteen commanders, forty-six lieutenants, seventy-one 
junior officers, with a proportion of upwards of four warrant 
officers to each vessel, and about five hundred European 
seamen. The expenditure of the establishment is mixed 
up with that of the docks, port, 8s:c. During the European 
wars the Indian navy on many occasions distinguished itself ; 
indeed, wherever its services were required, its officers and 
men have shewn themselves not a whit inferior in naval 
discipline and bravery to his Majesty^s service ; while the 
extensive and valuable surveys of tlie gnlphs, rivers, and 

M ^ 
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bays in tlie Indian ocean and C'liina seas, have been of the 
utmost benefit to the commerce of every nation trading to 
the East : but this, like many other important services of 
the India Com})any, seem in the present day to be re- 
garded as matters of no moment. 

I cannot conclude this chapter without adverting to two 
important subjects now under discussion, connected with tlu* 
preceding details, which induced me to be minute in tlu' 
statements given ; — 1st. The immense establishment of the 
Indian army; — ,‘2d. The transfer of that army to the 
crown. 

It may ap])ear a despotic doctrine to contend, that an 
efficient standirig army is as necessary for the maintenance 
and extension ol civilization at home, as for the defence or 
])unishment of aggression from abroad ; it is however sup- 

* Another debated quostiou is the pi'acticabilih' ijnjfjn*»‘ tho 
whole Indian army into one. There are rnon* <lifticultios bpsettinj> 
sucli a moasiire than are appareni. 'J'ho artui(‘< ;;r the thn‘<‘ prt*si- 
dpneios are conjposed of totally difleroiit pcojdo, Tht* Bonsai army 
has men of caste so hij>h that they would scarceh mix with the B(‘m- 
bay sepoy, who, unlike rlie liu iner, is a ereatnro of all work. Aj^ain, 
the people ot Soutliern India in thelVIadras iiriny are quite iidifl'erent 
race from either of the biu '^oing'. It is obv'ious, too, that the spirit 
of emulation between the Bengal, Madras, and Br>mbay armies has, 
in times of emerg-ency, been of the utmost advantafre to' the service. 
Alqreover, the eijualization ot the pay throu^-hout the armies would be 
unjust, on account of the much f^reater expense at some cantonments 
than in others; and tlie ehanfrin^j; of troops, marehinj>: them periodi- 
cally across the vast peninsula of Asia, M ould he attended M'ith yreat 
loss of life, immense expense, and considerable inconvenience to the 
troops as well as to the inhabitants. The distribution of the presi- 
dency armies M-as in 1830 as follows: — 

Bengal. Madras. Bombay. 

Cavalry reg:ts. 10 H 3 

Infantry 70 54 28 

Provincials 37 p 5 

Artillery hatts. 10 6 4 

Eng^ineers 3 2 2 

Total 136 79 42 


The 



|>orte<l by iJie wciglit cf Adam Smith’s authority, who 
contends that “ it is only by means of a standing army 
that the civilization of any country can be perpetuated or 
even preserved for any considerable length of time.” * 

This is a remarkable passage in the writings of a man 
who has afforded texts for so many commentators, and for 
those wdio delight in stringing together axioms, instead of 
examining their truth or reference to the point at issue ; I 
am therefore induced to give from my notes another passage 
from the works of tliis philosopher. 

ClvUtzatinii pnmoted aiid perpetuated by means of a 
standiyig army . — ‘‘ As it is only by means of a well regu- 
lated standing army that a civilized country can be de- 
iended, so it is only by means of it that a barbarous coun- 
try can be suddenly and tolerably civilized. A standing 
army establishes, with an irresistible force, the law of the 
sovereign through the remotest })rovinces of the empire, 
and maintains some degree of regular government in coun- 
tries which could not otherwise admit of any. Whoever 
examines with attention the improvements which Peter 
the Great introduced into the Russian empire, will find 
they almost all resolve themselves into the establishment 


aiv thus officorfd in the higher ranks 


Rank. 

Bengal. 

Madras. 

... IJ .. 

Bombay. 

o 


.. 11 ... 

. .. 13 .. 

o 


. . 5 ... 

8 . . 

<.) 






'J'otal . . 

.. 21 

32 

t; 

I n Kurope 

.. 13 

27 

t; 

Total on service . . 

.. 8 

5 



I low far any chan|^e in the distribution of officers might ho made, is 
jinother question. 

• B('ok T. eliJi]) i. p. t>H, 
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of a well regulated standing army.* It is the instru- 
ment which executes and maintains all his other regula- 

• At a moment when so much attention is turned to the Russian 
army, the following recent statistical detail, by M. Niellon Gilbert, 
will bc acceptable to the reader. At the (>resent period the Russian 
army is greater than the force here stated:— 

Russian Troops of the Line, 

Infantry of the line 

Grenadiers 

Chasseurs a pied . . 

Cuirassiers 

iloulans 

Dragoons 

l-lussars 

Foot artillery' .... 

Horse artillery .... 


220,000 

22,000 

80,000 

15.000 

12.000 
12,000 
10,000 

8,000 

.5,000 


Total.... 384,000 


To these arc to be added, first, 12,000 men of every class from the 
military colonies, where they have been formed for service with tlie 
most rigorous discipline ; and, next, the troops called garrison 
regiments, who are armed, equipped, and exercised in the same way 
as the troops of the line, with the exception of wearing a grey uni- 
form, instead of the green which is common to the troops of the line, 
in which also it is of rather a superior quality. These garrison regi- 
ments are employed principally as militia are in other countries, and 
also for the protection of fortresses and the escort of prisoners; hut 
they are liable to be called into service in the same way as the regular 
troops : their number is estimated at GO, 000. Tlie iiregular cavalry, 
in which are included all the Cossacks, already trained to the warfare 
for which they are found to be so useful and enduring, are calculated 
at 50,000, that being the number which can be called out with ease, 
although it is supposed that a third more than that number might be 
brought forward without much difficulty. The total force of the 
Russian army, either in actual service or liable to be called out at 
a short notice, is— 

Troops of the line 384,000 

Imperial guard 90,000 

Colonized troops 120,000 

Garrison regiments 60,000 

Irregular cavalry 50,000 

Polish army 60,000 


Total.... 764,000 


At Tula in Russia, more than 700,000 stand of fire-arms and 
25,000 side-arms are now annually made. 
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tions. That degree of order and internal peace which 
that empire has ever since enjoyed, is altogether owing to 
the influence of that army.*” — (Wealth of Nations, Book v. 

I..68.) . 

Do we not sec the principles of Dr. Smith acted on in every 
part of Europe — nay even in the free country of England, 
(to leave Ireland out of the question) ? It may therefore 
he fairly asked if tn^ops, or whole regiments of cavalry 
and infantry, be necessary for the preservation of property 
and peace in Bristol, in Nottingham, in London, are they 
not so in such a country as India, wlierc‘ there is always 
floating on its surface’ about two million of soldiers, who 
have been com})elletI by our government to turn their swords 
into ])1oughslaares, but who are ready at a moment’s warn- 
ing, on tile slightest hope of pillage or plunder, or if pro- 
vided witli able and popular leaders, to take up arms?* 

Indejiendent therefore of the absolute necessity of retain- 
ing the Indian army, without any material reduction, 4s 
regards the maintenance of civilization, let attention be 
directed to the immense line of frontier wliich it is neces- 
sary to protect ; surrounded by jealous neighbours, pre- 
tended friends, + or implacable foes. Moreover, forty niil- 

* Evt'iy city of any extent in India, particularly in the Western 
proN inees, could ill a tew hours asseinhle from 10 to 15,000 fightinj^ 
men ready for comhat ; tlie iiisurrection at Bareilly is a case in point.s 
It is well known that had the last attack on Bhurtpore failed, one 
million of men u ore ready to have disputed m ith the present govern- 
ment for the sovereignty of India! ISir Ihmry Strachy, says : “ 'Inhere 
is here, as elsevvliere, a very numerous class of tlie lower orders, 
ready to serve under any standard where they can j^et subsis- 
tenee. I'hese have no idea of loyalty or disloyalty, except to the 
masters who support them; thev would readily enlist M'ith a foreij,ni 
power/’ Even of the Sepojs Sir Henry thus speaks, ‘‘The Sepoys 
are entirely uninstructed as to the form of the government, of the 
policy of their rulers, and of the justice of their wars: it is in this 
ignorance and apathy that our strength consists/' 

t The key to India is the valley of f^asljinere, now in the posses- 
sion of that wily old fox, liunjeet, or Raiiajit Sing’ll ; on his demise, 
which Avill soon occur, liis territories ami his armies, like those of 

Alexander, 
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lion of inhabitants in Lower Bengal are essentially non- 
militant race, and stand therefore in the light of a protected 
nation, while their wealth as well as feebleness, render 
them peculiarly obnoxious to the rapacious invasions of 
the Burmese, or the no less predatory attacks of their 
braver but poorer countrymen.* A little reflection 
will teach, that an army of 100,000 men in Bengal, for 
the protc ction of 40,000,000 human beings in a flat, swam- 
py country, where there are no natural means of defence, 
is any tiling but an extravagant military establishment. 

Independent of these considerations it has been correctly 
observed, that although the East-]fadia Company’s troops 
have gained splendid victories, they have been as dust in 
the balance when contrasted with the mighty moral power 
which has preceded as well as attended on their conquests ; 

Alexander, will be divided anjong his favourites, for his son is iticapa- 
ble of wielding the power enj<iyed by the parent. Intrigues are now 
going on to a great extent ; and it is well to recollect that the possession 
of Cashmere afforded Mahmood an easy passage for the invasion of 
India at the head of 130,000 Tartar-s ; and that the plan of Nadir 
Shah, to check the encroachments of Russia by a fleet in the Caspian 
sea, would not now he practicable on account of the dubious faith of 
Persia. 

* Notwithstanding the peculiar sjiuation of India, her army is 
actually less in proportion to her people than that of any eivilized 
nation, except the United States of America, as the following table 
will shew: — 


Proportion, of Army to Pojinlctti(nt, 


Russia one soldier to 

everv .57 

inhabitants. 

Prussia 

ditto . 

. . . 80 

ditto. 

Austria ’ 

. .ditto. 

118 

ditto. 

France 

•ditto . 

138 

ditto. 

Netherlands 

ditto. 

142 

ditto. 

The United Kingdom 

. ditto. 

320 

ditto. 

The A nglo-Eastern Empire . 

. ditto . 

506 

ditto. 

The United States 

. ditto . 

WL 

> ditto. 


* 1^' '55 1 

The proponion of Russia is large, but it must be remembered her 
population, exclusive of Poland, is fifty-five million ! and that this 
population is divided' into three classes ; the first of which, supplies 
European troops ; the second, in time of war, contributes an irregu- 
lar force ; and the last, or Asiatic tribes, do not afford any military 
contingent. 
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wlien peace has succeeded to anarchy, safety to rapine, and 
prosperity to desolation. 

Were it not foreign to iny purpose, I might shew that 
the officers of the Indian army have distinguished them- 
selves as highly in civil affairs, when employed therein, as 
they have crowned themselves with laurels whenever tlieir 
country recpiired their services ; I miglit }x>int to many 
such characters as lieid, Mor.ro, (^arnac, Walker, Malcolm, 
Bernival, Robertson, Briggs, Diitf, Wilks, &c. and piovc 
that the opinion of Sir E. Paget, who would not permit 
the officers in the Company’s army to aspire to civil situa- 
tions,* and wiio wOtild have “ no feelings uppermost 
with them, but their regimental ones,*f*” would he as unjust 
towards the service %is it would be im})olitic in the state; 
but I pass on to consider Sir E. Paget’s exj)ressions fes- 
])ecting the transfer of the Indian army to the crown. 

The gallant officer would unite tlie Indian army to that 
of the crown, because the officers of the former have, a 
sort of spirit of independence mriong them, which is by no 
means subsiding, but if possible becoming w^orse, and which 
would be remedied by the change proposed 

Long may Britons, whether soldiers or not, cherish a 
noble spirit of independence may they, while mindful of 
their duty to their God, to their King, and to their coun- 
try, ever remember what they owe to themselves ; and the 
moment they cease to be, so far as is compatible with their 

• If such a rule existed in the British army, would Sir E. Paget 
have held the civil government of Ceylon? Would many of our 
foreign ambassadors be jnilitary officers P governors of colonies ? 
functionaries of government at home and abroad P It is true that the 
policy of the Kast-lndia Company has been not to appoint military 
men to civil situations, but it has been well for their territories that 
the exceptions to the rule have been numerous, and in no one instance, 
I believe, has there ever been cause to repent it. 

t Evidence before the Commons, in May 1832. 

J Evidence before Parliament, 8th May 1832. 
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situations, free agents and responsible human beings, may 
they never enjoy the savage satisfaction of being tyrants 
over the many, in revenge for submitting to be the slaves 
of the few ! 

Let us examine more narrowly the doctrine and proposi- 
tion of Sir E. Paget ; the ‘‘ sort of spirit of independence^** 
referred to, is that shewn on the occasion of the lialf-batta 
order in 1828, in tlie memorials to tlie Jlengal government 
and Court of Directors, praying for its rescinding, and 
pointing out the hardsliip and injustice of it, and which, 1 
believe, the home autliorities would now rescind if tliey 
saw any means of backing out of it with lionour. 

I will examine a few of the diK*uments before me. The 
artillery at Dum-Dum state that they address themselves 
to “ principles of necessity, humanity, and iKdicy,**** and 
that they participate in tlic ‘‘ feelings of dismay’’ which 
the half-batta order created ; — the Cawnpore division of 
artillery express their ‘‘ surprise and alarm the Sirhind 
division their ‘‘painful amazement;” the 1st llegiment, 
“ the deepest feelings of regret and anxiety the 7tli, 
their “ alarm the 9th, their “ deep despondency the 
11th, “ distress and dismay the 25th, the “ utmost dis- 
appointment and regret the 27th, “ deep and bitter 
mortification the S5th, their “ ghxnny j)rosj>ects and 
the 54th, their “ despair the Saugor division of the 
army, their “ consternation and the liajpootana field 
force, their “ feelings of grief, distress, and general alarm.” 
I am not going to enter into the merits of the half-batta 
question ; I merely quote the foregoing expressions in 
reference to Sir E. Paget’s statement ; that they do not 
affect the discipline of the army, a perusal of the evidence 
before the Military Select Committee of Parliament, now 
sitting, would shew ; for numerous general officers* have 

• Palbiac, Scott, Smith, Pritzler, NicoHs, llcynell, ike., thought 
the discipline of the native Indian army extraordinary. 
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s})uken in the highest commendatory terms of the Indian 


army. It is absolutely necessary, however, to consider 
if such a measure would be acceptable to the officers of 
his Majestys service, and in order to do so, let us observe 


how the two armies are officered. 


! 

! How Officered. 


Designation. 

No. of i 
11. M. 1 
Uegts. 

No. of - 
C!omp.’s . 

IlfRts. . jtank. 

• 

H. M.* 
.Service. 

lion. 

Coran.’s 

Service. 

Regular Cavalry . . • * 

2S 

101 ) 

10 

5 

07 • 

\ Field Alarshals 
12 ! (Generals 

6 

94 

210 

204 

1H9 

752 

804 

1 

; 3 , 1.54 

None. 

None. 

18 

2G 

1.5 

353 

20() 

1,030 

3,090 

European andNativel 
Infantry ...... . . j 

Provincial 

Artillery 

Engineers 

i Licut.-fiens. . . 
15S ‘ Major (urns. . . 

!' C()lonel> . . . - 
1 31) I Lieut.-( 'ols. . . 

! 1 ' IMjijnVs ^ . T - 

j Captain.s .... 

7 j Suhalterns . . 

Total 

ir>2 

1 j, Total i7,40‘J 

4,738 


His Maje.- 'i i''' Ahmy. 

The kind’s aiviiy averag-os 
I00,0(U) irien, incluJiup;; those in 
tin* colonies, ordnance, staff, and 
all extra corps, to which is at- 
tached a ccmiplenient of five thou- 
sand officers hduw field rank ; and 
2,3211 officers nhnvf‘ the rank of 
captain on the effective is... 

In the kinji^’s army vhero are 
nearly 550 pnieral officers (field 
marsnals included), and only 
137 regiments of horse and foot; 
there is, in fact, a sufficiency of 
commanding officers for nearly 
every regiment in Europe; the 
artillery, engineers, and marines, 
are 


IloN. Company’s Army. 

The Honour able Company’s 
army amounts to about 200,000 
men, not including the invalid or 
veteran (?orps, tt) which are only 
attached 4,120 officers below the 
rank of field officer, and but six 
hundred and eighteen above it ! 

In the Honourable Company’s 
army there are no more generals 
or colonels than there are regi- 
ments ; consequently there is no 
half pay list, no sinecures, and no 
pensions under twenty-five years 
service, while the general serv i- 
tude of the army is thus shewn : 


• Retired officers not included in this list; these tables arc derived 
from “ Facts and Documents relative to the Indian Army,” recently 
published in India. 



are like the Indian army f^rada- five lieut.^pfenerals from fifty to 
tion corps. fifty-ei^ht years : eleven mujor- 

j;-enerals from forty-eip’bt to fifty- 
two years : five e(jlonels from 
forty-ei^ht to fifty years : seveiity- 
eigfht lieut. -colonels commandin^^^ 
rcf^imerits, from thirty to forty- 
nine years : ninety-nine ditto 
from twenty-five to forty-six years; 
ninety majors twenty-two to thirty- 
one years : four hundred and 
ninety-five captains tVom twenty 
to tweiity-seven years : and nine 
hundred fpd ninety lieutenants 
from ei^ht to twenty-one years I 

Bearing the circumstances in mind, that the constitution 
of the two armies is totally distinct ; that the one is a 
service of seniority, and the other of purchase and favour 
that the officers of the former require long local ex])erience, 
an intimate acquaintance with the languages of the troops 
under their command, with their peculiar manners and 

• The latest return which I have before me, demonstrates how 
much the king’s army is a service of favour more than merit, or e^ en 
wealth. Could such an unjust system be kept up on the amalgama- 
tion of 100,000 with 200,000 men ? 

State, of General Officers hi the King's arviy . — On the 1st of January 
1820, there were field marshals, 0; generals, 02; lieutenant-generals, 
212; and major-generals, 220. O'otal 531. 

Of the field marshals, three are princes of the blood royal, one a 
foreign prince, one a duke and prime minister of England, and one 
an earl. All (six) are colonels of corps, and knights of the Bath ; 
five have foreign orders of knitjhthood. 

Of the generals, sixty-two are colonels of corps, twenty-seven are 
knights of the Bath, fifteen have foreign orders of knighthood, 
eighteen are peers, and six are members of Parliament. 

Of the lieutenant-generals, fifty-eight are colonels of corps, forty- 
four are knights of the Bath, twenty-four have foreign orders of 
knighthood, thirteen are peers, and eleven members of Parliament. 

Of the major-generals, nine are colonels of corps, thirty-eight are 
knights of the Bath, seventeen have foreign orders, eight are peers. 


and five members of Parliament. 

Summary. 

Colonels of corps 135 

Knignts of the Bath 115 

Knights of foreign orders 61 

Peers 44 

Members of Parliament ' 22 





cxistonis ; while those of the latter, until they attain a field 
rank, have nothing to acquire but the usual drill of a regi- 
ment ; how, it may hie asked, referring to tliese im- 
portant circumstances, are the two services to be amal- 
gamated ? Either the number of officers must be increased 
in tlie Company’s ;irmy, or they must be reduced in the 
King's. Even as matters now stand, a Company’s officer in 
India can scarcely, if ever, supersede a king’s officer, while 
the latter may in great variety of ways take precedence 
of the former. If the armies were blended, would it be 
rig] it still to subject the honourable feelings of a Com- 
pany’s officer to the deep insult of seeing his junior in 
years, in talent, and in experience, placed over his head 
Would he, with that sort of spirit of independence” w’hich 
characterizes him, quietly acquiesce in such ungenerous and 
unjust treatment ? Moreover, is it reflected that in the 
monstrous proposition to make the Indian army a royal 
colonial army,” the whole regulations of pay would have 
to be ri'vised and increased*f in, India, unless the equally 
absurd doctrine, that an officer can live cheaper in India 
than at Ceylon, Mauritius, or Jamaica, be also advocated ? 
Indeed, at present, the king’s officer receives less pay 


• Hy L'xistin^ nrraritroiru‘nfs, the general staff and brigadier coin- 
iiiands are held in too great a proportion by the king's officers in 
India, if the relative number and standing servitude of each be con- 
sidered : — 


Bengal 


General Staff 
Brigadiers . . 


King’g Officers. 

2 ... 

.. .. 2 ... 


E. 1. Company’s Officers. 

5 

12 


, i General Staff 
Madras | Brigadiers .. 

, < Gcnei al Staff 

Bon.hay ^Brigadiers .. 


t I’o shew the necessity of increase, I quote tlie monthly expenses 
of an officer in a favourite branch of the service, — and W'ho, before he 
receives a farthing of pay, must disburse about 1,500 rupees for his 
outfit. 


Abstract 
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in Calcutta than he would be entitled to at any of the 
l)eforc-inentioned colonies ! Tliis will be apparent from 
the following statements :* The pay of a lieutenant of 
seven years’ standing is chosen for comparison. 

Pay and Allowancks of the Kino’s Army in India and in 
the Colonies. 

Ceylon. Calcutta. ■ Excess in Ceylon. 

Lieute. Monthly Pay andl 210-4 Rs. 17012 i Rs.3!)-8 

Allowances J 

! 

Mauritius. Calcutta. Excess in Mauritius. 

Ditto .. Ditto I Ha. 207-4 Rs. 17012; R8.38-8 

Jamaica. Calcutta. < Excess in Jamaica. 

Ditto .. Ditto Rs.l80-l4 Rs. 170-12 1 Rs. 10-2 

Thus we sec that, notwithstanding the greater distance 
of India from England, the more oppres.sive nature of the 


Abstract shewing the Aggregate AniouM of the Monthly Kjpenditure 
of a Second Lieutenant <f Artillery in BimgaL 





Head-Quarterh. 

Detached. 

Regular Monthly Expenses, 

No. 1. . . 

195 13 

11 

195 

13 

11 

Average do. 

vide Estimate . - 

No. 2.* 

14 4 

0 

14 

4 

0 

Do. . . 

. . do 

No. 3... 

35 (i 

0 

35 

6 

0 

Do . . 

. . do 

No. 4. . . 

15 1 

0 

15 

J 

0 

Do. .. 

. . do 

No. 5... 

3 8 

7 

3 

8 

7 

Do. . . 

.. do 

No. 6... 

3 14 

6 

3 

14 

6 

Do. 

.. do. .. .. 

No 7... 

3 12 

0 

3 

12 

0 

Do, .. 

. . do. . . 

No. 8... 

— 


64 

12 

10 

Do. .. 

. . do 

No. 9... 

— 



— 


Total Monthly Expenditure, Sa.Rs. 

271 12 

0 

336 

8 

10 

Monthly Receipts 

. . tSa. Hs. 

204 1 

10 

204 

1 

10 

Average Expenditure above Receipts 

67 10 

2 

132 

7 

0 


• The detailed estimates are g^iven in the ‘‘ Farts and Documents,” 
published in Calcutta by Me.'isrs. Samuel Sinilli and Co. 

t Jamaica, for instance, being within six weeks' sail instead t>f six 
months, from England. 
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c limate, the terrible marches to which an Indian army are 
liable, and periodically called on, to perform,* * * § and, above 
all, the numerous establishment of servants, f which the 
poorest subaltern is unavoidably necessitated to maintain, 
the pay of a lieutenant* is actually, as well as proportionally, 
much less in India than in the colonies. The proposition of 
Sir 1^. Paget would, therefore, not merely render an equali- 
zation of rank necessary, but it would also include, at the 
very least, an equalization of pay. Nay more, it would 
affect the whole revenues of India, for it must be remem- 
bered that the Indian army is paid two months in arrear, 
while the king’s troops in the colonies are paid in advance ; 
so that indejjendent of state policy the following measures 
would be required on an endeavour'!^ to amalgamate the 
two annies, for surely it will not be contended that invi- 
dious distinctions, greater than those which now exist, 
it would bi‘*p»*udcnt to extend throughout both services : — 

1. An equalization of rank, emoluments, and honours, 
between both armies. 

2. An equalization of pay and allowances. § 

S. A knowledge by all the British officers of the Indian 
languages, now acquired by the Company'^s officers, 

4, That both services should be one of seniority or of 
purchase. 

But it is unnecessary to particularize further, the egre- 
gious absurdity of such a proposition even on these grounds, 

* A ref^iment from Calcutta, for instance, is frequently ordered to 
the most distant station of the presidency twelve liundred miles oft’; 
and marchinjr in India is not marching on a turnpike-road in England. 

t The very lowest establishment of the lowest commissioned ofticer 
in Bengal, consists of a kitmugar, head-bearer, dobic, syce, half a 
bheestie, and half a sweeper ; to which must he added a horse and its 
keep, which no ensign even can dispense with. 

t I use the word endeavouTy because T believe the idea to be im 
practicable of effective adoption. 

§ Requiring an immediate advance of .£ 1 , 500 , 000 . 
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being appai^nt ; let us, however, exanhne the question on 
the loftier views of policy, or expediency. Constituted as 
the iVnglo-Eastern Empire is, the civil power must go 
with the sword ; — whoever wields the latter commands the 
former;* this absolute rule, the merest tyro in Indian 
politics must be aware of ; to transfer therefore, the Indian 
army to the king, leaving the civil power as it now stands, 
would be perfect mockery ; so much so that I cannot be- 
lieve the C'ourt of Directors, or any other body of men, 
would accept the charge offered them. But it may be said 
“ Oh, it shall be only a Koyal (Colonial Army.” What ! — are 
we to see a king’s colonial force, amounting to upwards of 
200,000 men, while the home established army is not ball’ 
that amount ? Are we to permit the disbursement of ten 
million sterling to be added to that of the British army 
and ordnance, amounting in 1832 to £9,029,454 ? Are the 
deeds of the royal colonial Spanish army forgotten Is the 
conduct of the royal Portuguese colonial army iinremem- 
bered Is the dismemberment »of Mexico from Spain — of 
Brazil, from Portugal— obliterated from the recollection of 
Englishmen ? Have they not seen the bloodshed, and dis- 
cord with which South America, has been desolated in 
mad attem])ts at reconquest Have the United States’ 
royal colonial army left no trace behind them of their pro- 
ceedings ? — Bunker’s Hill or New Orleans P-f* — Do we not 
at this moment witness a contest between the rival branches 
of the House of Braganza, after they had agreed on tht‘ 

• Look, for iiiHtance, at the Nizam, or any other of the subsidiary 
princes, the moment they surreiiderc'd the command of the troops, 
their power passed from them ; the shadow, without the substance of 
sovereignty, alone remained. 

t I might refer to Greece and Rome as highly illustrative of the 
dangerous effects of royal eolonial armies to the liberties and inte- 
grity of a nation, hut that they are familiar to every school boy. 
How Sir Edward Paget has drunk of the waters of Lethe on this 
subject I cannot divine. 
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division of their Eastern and W estern dominions ? And 
is there no remote or even proximate possibility of such an 
event in this country ? of a disputed succession ? of a 
popular military favourite placing himself at the head of 
the Royal Colonial Indian Army,’’ and declaring his 
independence of Clreat Bi itain ? 

I might iiiultiply my questions, and each time bring 
them nearer to present events and to approaching contin- 
gencies, until they would assume a startling reality, and 
place the enemies of England in possession of knowledge 
pregnant with danger to her Eastern enq)ire; — but I for- 
bear to draw further aside the curtain — I will not attempt 
displaying a prescience of futurity, for enough has been 
said to awaken every |)atriot Briton to a sense of the 
impending evils which inevitably await his country, by a 
transfer, in the most remote degree, of the Indian army to the 
Crown. As** I have before said,* unless it be by reason 
of that incomprehensible fatality, which seems blindly to 
urge onwards kingdoms as well as individuals to their 
ruin, and which the ancients so well comprehended when 
they exclaimed — 

“ Quos J)eus vult perdere prius deinentat’" — 

I cannot bring myself to believe that Englishmen will 
thus madly rush down a precipice which fearfully yawns 
before them. Should this magnificent empire, on which 
the solar orb never set§, crumble into atoms as did the 
realms of Babylon, Nineveh, Assyria, Egypt, Carthage, 
an^^Ronie, and — 

“ like the baseless fabric of a vision, 

Leave not a wreck behind,’’ 

the destruction thereof will be occasioned by the folly 
of its own people, — by the suicidal decrees of the senate, — 

* In an anonymous work published some time ago. 

N 
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by flying in the face of Providence, which lias wisely 
assigned a limit to all earthly things ; * by, in fact, building 
up a moral Frankenstein, which will crush with its weight 
the being or people Avho impiously created it; — then 
indeed shall once proud and free England — 

— — “ be bought 

And sold, and be an appanap^e to those 
AVho shall despise her I She shall stoop to he 
A province for an empire, petty town 
In lieu of capital, with slaves for senates, 

Be^g-ars for nobles, panders for a people !” 


* The dying language of one of the wisest of the Caesars, was — 
“ to keep the empire within its boundaries,” His monition was dis- 
regarded ; T refer to the immortal Gibbon for the results. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

GREAT EXTENT AND EKEEDOM OF THE INDIAN TRESS ; 

EDUCATION OF THE NATIVES OF INDIA COMTARED 

WITH THOSE OF EUROPE; THE CLERICAL ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF INDIA ADFOUATE TO ITS DUTIES; MR. POYN- 

DEirs MOTION FOR THREE INDIAN BISHOPS, AND IIIS 
ASSERTIONS RESPECTING THE COMPANY'S PARTICIPATION 
IN IDOLATRY REPLIED TO. 

Manifold as have been the misrepresentations respecting 
the functionaries of tlie East-Iiulia C’ompany, there have 
been none more glaring tlian that which denounced them 
as vehemently hostile to the spread of knowledge in India — 
as loving darkness rather than light” — as, in fact, trying 
to smother the Un iathan by which England and France 
are (and b}^ which ultimately the whole world will be) 
governed — the puh/ic press ! 

It is a homely but no less true saying, that the best 
proof of the pudding is to be found in the eating of it;" so 
the best proof of the truth of the foregoing assertion is 
by examining facts ; and the first evidence I adduce is the 
following return laid before Parliament : — 

Public English and Native Journals or Periodicals in India, 
all'HREK Periods. 

Bengal , — In 1814: 

1. I’he Calcutta Government Gazette. 

In 18L'0: 

1. The Calcutta Government 3. Tlie India Gazette. 

Gazette. 4, The Caleutta Monthly Journal. 

2. The Bengal Ilurkaru. .5. 'Fhe ( 'aleutta .lournal. 
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In 183U: 

1. The Calcutta Government 15. The Beng;al Weekly 

Gazette. senj^cr. 

2. The Bencfal Hurkaru. ]f>. The Weekly Gleaner. 

3. The India Gazette. 17- The Scotsman in the East, 

d. The Calcutta Monthly 18. The Columbian Press. 

•loiirnal. ! HI. The Henpal Chronicle. 

5. The John Bull. 20. 'Plie Oriental Observer. 

0. The Asiatic Observer. : 21. The Indian Majj^azine. 

7* 'J'hc Quarterly Oriental ' 22. ^''he Literary Gazette. 

Keview. j 23. 3'he (’alcutta (Oironicle. 

8. The British India Militan' I 24. 'J'be Gospel Investi^-ator. 

Repository. . 25. 'Fhe CommenMal (Oironicle. 

. 0 . l^he Unitarian and C4iris- ■ 2(>. 33ie Bengal Herald, 
tian Miscellany. 27- 3 he Calcutta Gazt‘tte. 

10. ^’lie 'JVifler. 28. 'J'Ju' K ah’idoscope. 

11. 'riio Oriental Mercury '20. 3’he Calcutta Rej^ister. 

12. 'J’he Calcutta iMonthly 30. The M irror of the Pre.‘<s. 

Miscellain. |.3I. 3'he Annual Keepsake. 

13 'J’he Benpil DirectoiT. , 32. The Calcutta Mag-azine, 

14. The Sp). .33. 'J'he Commercial Guide. 

NATiyE Nkwspapkks in CIai.cutta. 

In 1814..^A7/. 

In 1820.— A7/. 

In 1830: 

1. 8umac4iar Chundrika (Beno^allee lunj^aiaj^e). 

2. Sungbad Kowmotjdy (ditto). 

3. Jami Jhan Nuina (Persian). 

4. Shumsul Akbar (Bengallee). 

5. Sumachar Durpun (half do. half English), 
t). 8ungbud Teeniul Nausack (Bengallee), 

7. Bungoo Doot (Bengallee, Persian, and Hindoostanec). 

H. Oodunt Martund (Bengallee). 

It is necessary to observe that the foregoing do not exhi- 
bit the whole of the Calcutta periodicals* established from 

• The number of ISIadras and Bombay newspapers I have laid 
aside, as Calcutta is sufficiently illustrative of the case : their num- 
ber is also on the increase, particularly at Bombay, where that intel- 
ligent and high-spirited people, the Parsees, are eagerly endeavouring 
to diffuse the light of knowledge throughout the East. The total 
number of English periodicals under the Madras head in 1830 is six, 
and under Bombay twelve, together with four Native journals, among 
which is a Guzerattee newspaper, one in Mahratta and English, and 
ii daily Native paper. The newspaper English press is also being 

extended 
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1814 to 1830» Many jonnials were establislietl and sunk 
during the intervening years, particularly l)etwc*en 185iJ() and 
1830 ; not from any opj)rcssion on the part of the Govern* 
inent (for that would increase and perpetuate. them), but 
for want of circulation. 

Since 1830 several other journals have been commenced; 
and as respects fretjueiu'y of publication and circulation, 
('alcutta is second only in the British dominions to London, 
and superior to the whole of the British dominions 
besides. 

Of the English press there are, — 

Five dftih) politicHl in'\vs|)a])(‘rs. , \vf‘i"kly nc'W'Npnjjers, 

Six <*<)iniiu*r<'ial Six inonllily jonrtjais. 

'^I'wo tri - weekly iH'\vsy)a})crs. 'I’wo quartc'rlies, and 

Three duo-weekly ditto. 'J’wo aiinuuls. 

The native weekly? or duo-weekly newspapers, were ten 
in number, acemding to the latest accounts ! 

Besides these aw several other publications of which the 
names arc not familiar to me. As an instance of the wish 
of the Government to impose no check on the press it may 
lye mentioned, that no stamjts were imposed on newspti}>ers 
when the recent stamp law was enforced w ithin the presi- 
dency, and even the postage on newspapers transmitted 
all over the Continent* was reduced one-half. “f* 

extended to the interior of India, for in the present year a journal 
lias be(*ri started at Meerut, entitled 'I'he Meerut, Kurnaul, and 
Delhi VFeekly ()bse^^ er." A litho<;ra|>hie ]>ross has also been esta- 
blished at Cawnpore ; and at other principal stations measures are in 
progress for disi^eniinatiiig^ know ledge. 

• The Calcutta postag-e on each new'spaper, if sent to any place 
within a certain limit '^about .^00 miles), is only twr) annas and 

from 500 to 1000 miles, four annas. l.jet it be remembered, also, 
that in India tlie p(»st is carried by men. 

+ When a proprietor of a new journal in Bengal is desirous of 
circulating his first number as a specimen of his undertaking, the 
Government transmit it for him pratiiitoiislj/y throughout overy part of 
India; and an able .scientific periodical, established, 1 believe, by 
Captain Herbert, is constantly transmitted free of postage all over 
Hindostan, that is, over 26 degrees of latitude, and 22 degrees of 
longitude ! 



Those who complain so loudly of the Indian authorities 
on this score, should look at home and ask themselves 
what are the restrictions on the press in the free city of 
London ? Numerous sureties, and penalty bonds of £500 
each, before a single paper dare be ])rinted ; then a stamp- 
duty of fourpence on each pa})er ; after that a tax on 
the very paper itself; and after that again, tliree sliillings 
and sixpence on each advertisement ! Two years imprison- 
ment for libel;* and confinement in Horsemongcr Gaol 
on bread and water, with an addition of gruel to ward 
off the cholera, t for preMiniing to sell an unstamped 
paper. In India no penalty bonds are recpiired,^ no 
sureties, no stamps, no excised paper, no advertisement 
duty ; yet Lngland boasts of tlie glorious freedom ol 
the press r If the East-India (’ompany liad pursued 
a similar course in India, there would have been a pretty 
hue and cry throughout the land. There is certainly a 
power vested in the governments of India of sending out 
of the country any person whose actions tend to disturb 
the peace of the. country, whether by means of writing in 
a newspaper or by any other method ; but it is justly 
observed in a passage of the Bengal Regulations, 

“ 7’hat the rules impose no irksome restraint on tlie pul)lication 
and discussion of any matters of j^eiieral interest, relatiii^to Kuropean 
or Indian affairs, provided tliey are conducted with the temper and 

• Vide CHrlile, Alexander, &c. t Vide T'77nesJournalfJu[\'2Gy}'!^32. 

I The name and residence of the proprietor, &c. is required n> he 
registered, and tin* following regulation to he complied Avith 

7’ho editors of the newspapers or other periodical works in the 
English language are required tt) lodge one (rf)l)y of every newspaper, 
regular or extra, and of every other periodical wt)rk published by 
them respectively, in the office* of the chief secretary to the Govern- 
ment; and the editors of newspapers or other periodical works in the 
languages of the country, are in lik& manner required to lodge one 
copy of every newspaper or other periodical work published by them, 
in the office of the Persian secretary to the Government. For these 
copies they will receive payment at the usual rate paid by regular 
subscribers for such publications respectively.” 
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decorum which the ^<»vernment has a lij^ht to expect from those 
livin<^ under its protection ; neitlier do they preclude individuals 
from off’erinj^’, in a tcin])erat(? and decorous manner, through the 
oliannel of the public newspapers or other periodical works, their 
(»wn views and sentiments relative to matters affecting the interests of 
the community.” * 

Lord W m. Bentinck has even gone farther than his pre- 
decessors, as will be seen by the following notice which his 
Lordship caused to be published in the several journals of 
the presidency ; it is a striking proof of the compre- 
hensive liberality of a man whose whole career has been 
one of unvarying philanthrojiy : 

The Governor-deneru) invites the coniinn nitration of all sugges- 
tions tending to ])romoto any branch of nationul industry, — to im- 
prove commercial intercourse by land and water, — to amend any 
defects in existing estahlishineiiN, — to encourage the diffusion of 
education and n‘<el’ul knovvh'dge, and to advam^e the gtmeral pros- 
perity and hajjpi.iess tjf the British empire in India. This invitation 
is addressed to all native gentlemen, latidhoiders, merchants, and 
others ; to all Europeans, lu»th iri and out of the service, including 
that useful and n s],«ctable body of men, the indigo planters, who 
from their uninternipted residence in the ]VJt)fussil (interior), have 
peculiar opportur)ities of forming an opinion upon some of these* 
subjects.” 

Mr. Buckingham’s case requires no comment ; the 
merits or demerits of it are well understood. And with 
regard to Mr. Fair, the Company’s government was not^ 
the cause of his transmission from Bombay, but his Ma- 
jesty’s Supreme Court of Judicature. There is a censor- 
ship at Madras, the effects of which will be best under- 
stood by a perusal of the opinions of one of those most 
interested, I mean the editors of the Madras journals, 
whose sentiments are subjoined. 

Freedom of the Pretm , — “ A great deal has hcon said and written 
on the subject of free press in India, and I he government of Madras 
has been frequently censured for not granting to iis tlic same privilege 
whicli has been accorded to our contemporaries at Calcutta and at 
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Bombay, f^pon a calm review of the quc'stion, we confess that 
our opinion the liberty of the press at Madras would not be attended 
with the p;ood expected from it, nor do we think that any serious 
injury would be occasioned by a removal of the censorship. Our 
brother editors of the Govenunrnt GazHie and the Courier have too 
much jfood sense to admit into their columns the scurrilitv which now 
finds its way into the Calcutta pajuT^, abusive of our present pivernor, 
and we are quite sure that any attempt to sullv our paper with such 
articles would be scouted as it deser\ed. We believe that in the Cal- 
cutta papers those articles are admitted on the supposition that they 
are true, and that, in consequence of the censorship, there is no me- 
dium for pving: vent to them at Madras. If the ]>ress were freoy 
both sides of the question would be published. Iversons in authority 
would not he assailed without heinp^ defended, and in all probability 
the true state of thino-s would he understood. At present, some dis- 
appointed individuals gratify their a!J«»Tv feelinp^s by pennin*!: stric- 
tures on Mr. Lushin^toii ; and the Bengal papers, anxious for local 
news, particularly when it is seasoned with personality towards men 
in authority, g^ladly publish them, without satisfying themselves of the 
truth or falsehood of the olHervations. As those articles are uTian- 
«nvered, because they are seldom or never seen by a Madrasite, they 
are of course taken to be true, and the subject of them is considered 
to be blacker than the devil himself. With a free press at Madras, 
this would bo prevented. As far as we are ourselves concerned, we 
prefer the present system, as we are relieved froin much responsibi- 
lity by it. It has often occurred to us whether, if a libel was pub- 
lished in our paper, a prosecution mij^ht not be maintained against 
the censor ; whether he is not the party responsible, and not the editor. 
This is rather an extraordinary state of thinpi;-s, and we should like to 
have our contemporaries’ opinion on it — not that we hav(‘ any inten- 
tion of allowing; any thing; libellous to appear in our paper, hut by 
possibility such an event mig;ht unintentionally occur .” — Madras 
Gazette^ llith .Vovember 1H31. 

The Indian autliorities, while appreciating the blessings 
of a well rcgnlatcd press (as is seen by the number of 
journals in Calcutta, all of a liberal political tone), have 
discriminated between the use and abuse of so powerful 
a lever for the support or overthrow of a government, 
in effecting the latter of which, 15,000,000 Mahomedans, 
at the very least, are ready to join ; and they have 
also justly estimated the limited degree of public opinion 
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that exists in India,* agreeing with tlie saying of Dr. 
Watts ; ‘‘ If your wine be never so good, and you are 
never so liberal in bestowing it on your neighbour, yet if 
his bottle, in which you attempt to pour it with freedom, 
have a narrow mouth, you will sooner overset the bottle 
than fill it with wine.*’*' 

The number of printing offices in (Calcutta is consider- 
able, but they are difficult to enumerate, a great many of 
them being managed entirely by natives. The fine es- 
tablishment of Mr. Samuel Smith is a noble specimen of 
how much may be accomjdished by the spirit and talent of 
a single individual: this gentleman's subscription library 
and reading rooms are more spacious, and enriclied with a 
more numerous and valuable collection of books, &c. 
than any circulating library in this splendid metropolis ; 
indeed, I i\)uy \enture to say that it is superior to Ebers’s 
and Saunders’* and Ottley's combineil. The library, also, 
of Messrs. Thacker and CVi. is only inferior to Mr. Smith's 
in size, the collection of books being exceedingly valuable. 
Mr. Smith can bear testimony to the desire of the Go- 
vernment to offer every encouragement for the ])rosecution 
of his laudable efforts ; and the large fortune acquired by 
Mr. Smith by his political newspaper, the “ llengal Hur- 
karu," is a gratifying evidence ()f the freedom and prospe- 
rity of the Indian ]>ress when conducted with discretion. 

In the native as well as in the English journals, a free 
discussion of the measures of Government takes place', and 
the improvements suggested by the press, or the com- 
plaints made through its columns, receive the ready atten- 
tion of the Bengal Government, w hich seeks or wishes for 
no disguise. If no foolish effcitt be made to obtain pre- 

* Look at the want of power in tho Gerniao press for the last 
twenty years, until very recently, when it has bcg'un to stimulate a few 
of the least apathetic. 
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mature circulation for any speculative journal, the press 
of India will be as useful to the rulers as the ruled, and if 
kept free from licentiousness, and private malice or scandal, 
it will indeed be a lx)on and blessing to the natives of the 
Eastern hemisphere,* into every part of which, from Persia 
to China, it is now slowly but surely finding a footing, 
and paving the way for the final dissolution of uncontrolled 
despotisms.”!" 

Let us now turn to the important subject of education ; 
and although the proofs of its progress may not be so easy 
of demonstration as that of the public press, yet it would 
be unnatural to suppose that such distinguished Indian 
literati as Verelst, Vansittart, Hastings, Orine, llalhed, 
Gladwin, Wilkins, Law, Paterson, Jones, Harington, 
Wilford, Hunter, Colcbrooke, Leyden, Scott, Baillie, 
Ross, Ellis, Franklin, Erskine, Roebuck, Lumsden, Gil- 


• Lithography, so admirably suited for the Oriental rharacters, 
has come to the aid of its cider sister, Typoj^raphy. 

t The avidity with which the natives seize on a religious topic for 
controversial discussion in their newspapers is vt^ry p^reat ; hut they 
have now g-ot Paine’s Aj[^e of Kcason t<i add fresh fires to their dis- 
putes : I trust it may not be productive of more evil than g'ood. 'J"he 
following: extract from the Suinachar Diirpun, a half En^^lish, half 
Beng:allec newspaper, established by the missionaries at »Serampore, 
announces thus the cir<*umstance : 

Cirnilntioii of the Tf^orks of Paine, — “ We understand that some 
time since a larg:e number of the works of 'J'om Paine, not far short 
of one bundl ed, was sent for sale to (Calcutta from America, and that 
one of the native booksellers, despairing' of a sale, fixed the price of 
each copy at a rupee; a few were sold at tliis price', which falling 
into the liands of some young men educated in English, the 
anxiety to purchase the work became great, "J'he vender imme- 
diately raised the price to five rupees a copy, hut even at that price we 
hear that his whole stock was sold among the natives in a few days. 
Some one soon after took the trouble to translate some part of I^aine’s 
Age of Reason into Bengallee, and to publish it in the Pmhhaknr^ 
calling upon the missionaries, and upon one venerable character by 
name, to reply to it. M^e at the same time received several letters 
from some of the most respectable natives in Calcutta, subscribers of 
the Durpun^ hut staunch Hindoos, entreating us not to notice the 
challenge, or to make the pages of this journal the area for theological 
disputations.” — Sumachar I) ur pun ^ January 1832. 
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Christ, Malcolm, Marsden, Elphinstone, Babington, Carey, 
Vans Kennedy, Parker, Macnaghten, Marshman, Wilson, 
Herbert, Prinsep, Tod, Mackintosh, and a host of 
others whom it would be tedious to mention, would not 
make every possible exertion for the diffusion of that know- 
ledge of which they were, and many still are, the riclicst pos- 
sessors. It was stipulated at the last renewal of the 
charter, that £10, 000 should be annually devoted from the 
surplus t(*rritorial revenue of India to the purpose of 
education ; by the following extract from a parliamentary 
return in (No. 7), it w'ill be seen that the Company 
have doubled, and in some years trebled the amount laid 
down in the Act, althougli there was no surplus revenue 
in India. 

1.^21 £ 2bS>^-1 

1 iS25 

1H2(; 27,-112 

1.^27 45,:n3 

As an instance of the efforts making for the diffusion of 
intelligence throughout the British dominions, I may 
(jiiote the testimony before J'arliament of the Hon. Holt 
Mackenzie, who states that since the renewal of tlie last 
charter, tin* Bengal (jovernment have established a college 
at Calcutta for the Hindoos, aiui reformed very much tlie 
old Moslem College ; that colleges have been established at 
Delhi and Agra, for both Hindoos and Moslems ; the 
Hindoo college at Benares has been reformed ; at the seve- 
ral institutions it has been the object of Government to ex- 
tend the study of the English language, and good books 
have been supplied, &c. ; that seminaries havt' been es- 
tablished in different parts of the country, and schools es- 
tablished by individuals have been aided by Government. 
With respect to Bombay, Major-General Sir Lionel Smith, 


1828 £3.5,841 

182!> 38,076 

1830 44, .3.30 
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a veteran and distinguished king's officer, observes in his 
evidence before Parliament (6th Oct. 1831), ‘‘Education 
is in such extensive progress, that I hardly think it could 
be more extended — education is also going on in the 
Deckan ; the encouragement given by Government consists 
in a very liberal establishment, under the direction of an 
officer of very great attainments in the native languages, 
Capt. Jarvis.*”^^^ 

For the army, also, the Compan y have established schools, 
and libraries have been sent out to India for the use of the 
troops; and it is in frequent evidence before Parliament, 
that great pains are taken with the native regimental 
seminaries. I might quote similar testimony with respect 
to Madras, but perhaps the best proof that I could adduce 
is the statement made by that indefatigable friend of India, 
Sir Alexander Johnston, in his late able Report laid before 
the Royal Asiatic Society, namely, that in Madras, 
“ the proportion of inhabitants who have been taught 
reading, writing, and the rudiments of arithmetic, in their 
own language, amount to one in five 

Now if we take the Madras population to be no better 
educated than those of Calcutta or Bombay, we shall 
actually have a highef rate of education in India than in 
any other country on earth. 


♦ Thi> y^entlenian, 1 believe, deserves tlie rredit f)f bavin”' latelv 
caused the introduction of the litbo{>;rapbie art into Persia, which 
will ultimately effect a revolution in that fertile and beautiful, but 
neglected country.— R.M. M. 
t Vide Asiatic Journal for duly. 

t Sir Alexander also states, that the Board of Education at Madras 
have recently circulated an almanack, on similar principles to the 
British almanack published here, among the native population of the 
Madras presidency, at the trifling expense of X48; and he states, also, 
that the late Colonel Mackenzie received from the East-India Com- 
pany jC 10,000 for his collections on the history of the Hindoos of the 
Southern Peninsula ! 
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Education in proportion to Poi'ulation. 


India 

1 scholar to every • - 

. . 5 inhabitants. 

England 

1 do 

. . 1 0 do. 



.. 17 do. 

United States 

1 do 

..11 do. 

Austria 

] do 

. . 1 :> do. 

Prussia 

1 do 

. . 7 do. 

'Pile Nctlicilands 

1 do 

. . 11 do. 


Let us hear no more about the sehfK>hnaster being crib- 
bed, cabined, and confined"” in tlic Kast-India Company’s 
territories ; lie is more abroad there, though less noisy in 
his works, tlian the Kildare Street Society in Ireland, and 
producing more ra])idly beneficial effects than even the 
laudable Irish Education Bill, now bc'fore Parliament, will 
fora long period effect.* 

A few words may be useful respecting tlie established 
churcli in India, which Mr. Lusliington states before Par- 
liament, on his knowledge as seeretary in the ecclesiastical 
department, to he “ adequate to its purposes.” A statistical 
return for 18^7 gives the number of ehajdains, stations, 
iind charges, as follows : 

Presidency. Stations. Chaplains. <^’harge. 

Bcnjifal 18 lV ^£40,825 

Madras IS i.>0,19y 

Bombay 2 (i,!!!) 


• 111 our dosin* to extend a knowledji^e of the Eny^lish language, 
we must do nothing arhitrarily or hastily ; if the former, our enemies 
w ill immediately t<*ll tlie Hindoos w^e wish to overturn every thing, 
and render them in leality a conquered and degraded race ; if the 
hitter system he pursued, the European Government functionaries 
would become (Careless of acquiring the Eastern languages; an im- 
perfect cominuniivation betw'een the governed and the governing 
would succeed, and a material hond of union now existing be broken. 
The Persian, w hich is in such general use in official documents, is 
a graceful and at the same time a comprehensive language, easily 
written, and from its liow'ery style w'ell suited to the manners of 
Orientals ; from its having lieeii so long the language of the Maho- 
iiiedan conquerors, it is more generally understood all over India 
than any otlicr longue or dialect. 
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In 1817 there wore .19 chaplains. 

18i7 51 do. 

18.31* 71’ 

The church is under the charge of a diocesan with 
£5,000 a year, and three archdeacons with £2,000 a year 
each ; but great t'fforts have been recently made to appoint 
an archbishop for India, with two suftragan bishops. 

It would be a strange anomaly to increase the episcopal 
establishment in India, at a moment when the Homan 
Catholics in Ireland and the Dissenters in England are 
protesting against being called on to siij)port a church es- 
tablishment whose services they do not require. AVould 
Mr. Poynder and the Church Missionary Society, or the 
Christian Knowledge Society, defray the expense attendant 
on the nomination of more bishops in India If not, 
their philanthropy does not keqD pace with their religious 
zeal, when they would require the Hindoo population to 
pay yet more than they now do for Protestant C’hurch dig- 
nitaries : moreover, can Christianity be alone promoted by 
means of bishops ? Look at the discipline of the Scotch 
Church, a pattern in itself for every Christian persuasion ; 
look at the numerous establishments of the dissenters, where 
are their bishops and archbishops ? Mr. Poynder would 
have a church militant something like the king'^s army, 
with nearly as many officers as privates, or at least a far 
greater proportion of field .marshals and generals than of 
subalterns. 

Mr. Poynder, however, in his motion before the Court 
of Proprietors, has betrayed his motives ; he says, 

My great object is to get the bishops appointed, let the 
income be an after consideration Fortunately for the 

• Bengal 38; Madras 2.3 ; Bombay 1.5. 

t Mr, Poynder alleges, that the bishops of India died from ex- 
cessive work ; now, it is evident that Bishop Middleton died after 

eight 
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jTeople of India, the Court of Directors think the income 
ought to be a prior consideration, unless Mr. Poynder will 
provide bisliops who will work without hire.* The whole 
business smacks of dirty pounds, shillings, and pence feeling. 

Mr. Poynder appears to me to be an amiable but mis- 
taken enthusiast, who is made the cat’s paw of, to drag the 
nuts out of the fire, by the monkeys who stand by to share 
in the spoil. -f Who is it that asks for an increase of the 
established cluirch in India ? Is it the members thereof 
resident in Bengal, Madras and Bombay ? — No ! Is it the 
Presbyterians, Wesleyans, &c. ? No ! Is it the Roman 
Catholic or Syriac Christians ? — No ! Is it the Hindoos 
and Mussulmans, from the sweat of whose [)rows the 

income” is to be derived ? — No ! But it is, as Mr. Hume 
justly observed, the members of the Christian Know- 
ledge Society, &c., who would gladly add to the number 
and importance of the clergy (of which so many of its 
members consisted). But the addition to the establishment 
was not called for by the House of C’ommons, or by the 
Company; it was not desired by any of our European 
population ; it was unnecessary, and it would at the same 
time be a most injudicious course, that we should increase 
our church establishment, at the very time when we were 
declaring to the world that the state of our finances ren- 

eig-ht years’ rcsidrnco in India by imprudent exposure to the sun; 
and that Bishop Heber perished of apoplexy, the attack being super- 
induced by plunging when heated into a cold bath. Bishop James 
told me himself, v'hon 1 saw him a short time after his arrival, that 
ho landed in India with a severe dysentery on him; and Bishop Tur- 
ner laboured, 1 believe, under an incurable malady previous to leaving 
England; yet, says Mr. Poynder, the bishops died from being over- 
worked !— tl. M. M. 

• Vide Mr. Poynder’s speech, Asiatic Journal Register, p. 60, for 
January 1832. 

t The additional sum Mr. Poynder wants for the bishops is 
.£10,000 a year; that, however, is not a quarter of the sum which the 
fulfilment of his motion would cost 
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dered it necessary that we should reduce the allowances to 
our army.*”* 

So able and conclusive is the speech of Mr. Hume on 
this occasion, that I am tempted to give the greater part 
of it, the more so because I understand Mr. Poynder and 
his friends have not abandoned liopes of carrying their 
point. 

Mr. 11 iiiiio tlijit lie liiid always re«Ti*tt(‘d tlio of a 

church estahlishinoiit in India, and should regret it with still j^reutcr 
reason if the principle of it should he carried to the I'xtent sought 
by the honourable projuietor's motion. 'I'hat motion he considered 
much litter for a meeting of a missionary society, or any other asso- 
ciation whose object was to make prosedytes, than for a meetinjj^ of 
the Company of Merchants trading to the East-Indies. If there was 
one part of the policy of the Company which hud his most unqua- 
lilied approbation*, it was that principle on which it had acted, and 
seemed disposed still to act, of not interferin';- with the religion of 
the natives of the territory in its possession. {Hrary hear !) What- 
ever we tnig:ht think of the state in which these people were, he was 
g-lad to know that there was no jrovt'nior of India who would venture 
to use his authority so as in any way to interfere with their rolijrion, 
for such interference M ould not, for an instant, In. tolerated at home. 
The notion of <iny attempt at proselytism was (»ne m hich he rejoiced 
to think was not likely to obtain many supporters in tiie members of 
that court, at either side of the bar, at any time, hut the more par- 
ticularly at the present, u hen w'e were on the eve of the renewal of 
the Company's charter. The establishment of societies having that 
object would be considered the most impolitic and most detrimental 
to the Company's interests in India ; but it would be also injurious to 
the natives themselves, as it would inevitably tend to pi otract, if not 
wholly defeat, the object which it had in view. 'J'he conversion of 
the natives to our faith, if it ever was to take place, must be the 
result, not of coercion of any kind, but their OM n gradual and spon- 
taneous act, founded upon a comparison of their opinions Avith ours, 
and tliat arising from an improved system of education. As to the 
object of the honourable proprietor, as far as that was to obtain in- 
creased moral and religious instruction, no man was a more sincere 
friend to moral and religious instruction than he was, and no man 
had done more to promote such instruction in his own humble sphere 

• Vide ylsiatic Journal Register y for January 1832, p. 62. 
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promoting both iiiiglit be ado])ted in pur Indian pOHsessiona, without 
increasing oiir church establishment there in the way pointed out by 
the honourable and learned pro])rietor. lie did not see why a greater 
establishment of bishops, or indeed any bishop at alljM^as necessary to 
the proinotioiii of moral and religions education in India. An exten- 
sion of our church establishment in India was not necessary for the spi- 
ritual wants of our own population, it was not required by the natives, 
and at the present tinuMt w^ould tend only toalarm their prejudices and 
joalou^ios. For the spiritual instruction of the small Christian popu- 
lation in India, lie certainly tlwuight that one bisliojj and three arch- 
deacon> w»‘re aliundantlv siifficaciit. 

Tlic opinion of Sir C'harlcs Forbes on the subject is also 
deserviiio; of the utmost attention ; not less on account Of 
his strong rtdigious principles, tliaii from his intense 
anxiety to benefit the natives of India l)y every possible 
means; — indeed, I believe that thoughts for promoting or 
ameliorating th. ir condition occiqjy the greater part of the 
honourable Baronet’s waking moments ; — 

sir C. Forbes obj^'cted to the motion on very different grounds 
from Mr. Hume It r.pjuuired to him, that the adoption of a propo- 
sition for increasing our c-luirch establishment in India, coming im- 
mediately after the measures taken by the (lovernor-general for put- 
ting a stop to suttees, w'ould he an act of most injudicious policy, as 
it would very naturally tend to create in the minds of the natives 
the apprehension that it was intended to interfere by force vidth their 
religion. 

Mr. Poynder and his well-meaning associates would do well 
to recollect, in their proselytizing zeal, that the religion of 
the Hindoos, as well as that of thcMahomedans,is essentially 
Unitarianism. The Almighty is worshipped under the de- 
finitions of the ‘‘ infinite, eternal, incomprehensible, self- 
existent being ; who st'es every thing, hut is never seen ; 
he who is not to he compassed by description, who is 
beyond the limits of liuinan conception ; he from whom the 
universal world proceeds; who is the lord of the uni- 
verse, and whose work is tlie universe ; he who is the light 
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of all lights ; whose name is too sacred to be pronounced, 
and whose power is too infinite to be imagined ; the one^ 
unknown, true being, tlic creator, the preserver, and the 
destroyer of the universe.*”* 

It is true, that the original religion of the Hindoos has 
been corrupted, and with the inajo^ty it is an extravagant 
polytheism, replete with mytholo^cal allusion to every 
circumstance or ceremonial of life however minute. Hut 
has Mr. Poynder ever heard of one Hindoo becoming a 
genuine convert to Christianity ? Neither Mr. P. nor any 
other person has ever heard of an instance ; — the reason is 
obvious, — a Hindoo is desired to reject the worsliip of one 
million dr so of deities, but he is at the same time called 
on to adopt the incomprehensible idea of the Trinity ; — his 
reason is appealed to for the rejection of idolatry, but its 
exercise is denied him on the assumption of his new creed, 
which he is told must be adopted by means of faith’" alone, 
and that reason must slumber while the doctrines of j eve- 
lation are being unfolded to him. 

The result of such absurd attempts at conversion is 
easily foreseen ; the Hindoo becomes either a confirmed 
deist, or an arch hypocrite, detested by the sect which he 
has forsaken, distrusted by tlie community whose opinions 
he has pretended to adopt, "f* Besides, unless education ami 
moral precepts have been extensively and firmly inculcated 
in the individual previous to his renunciation of the system 
on which hebuilt his hopes of futurity, as ivell as regulated 

• Vide Coleman’s Mytholoj^y of the Hindoos, a splendid work, 
which Mr. Poynder would do well immediately to order from the 
publishers, as it would in some degree moderate his conduct. 

t For the truth of this picture I would appeal to Rajah Ram^ 
mchun Roy, now in England, who, if he told Mr. Poynder that 
“ had it not been for some Christians sent to India, Christianity would 
have made more rapid progress,” must ha^’e wandered far from his 
previous opinions, as well as conferred a very slight honour on all 
other Anglo-Indian Christians. 
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his ]>rescnt actions, the prop on which he leaned lieing; 
pulled away, without the substitution of an enlightened 
morality, he becomes a dangerous member of society, the 
gratification of his passions or momentary enjoyment being 
his ruling principle ; hence the Company’s government 
have been exceedingly careful how such persons have been 
permitted to hold official situations, for were the induce- 
ment held out, that professing Hindoo Christians were 
eligible or preferable on account of their creed for appoint- 
ments, there would indeed be many candidates; and the 
Indian government would adopt a means of proselytism 
more efficacious, but more dangerous to its stability, than 
any that could be devised by the whole of the missionary 
societies in the world. 

These remarks are not made with a view to depreciate 
the character or conduct of missionaries, so long fis they 
confine themselves to the extension of education, the incul- 
cation of morality, or the diffusing a knowledge of the 
useful arts of life ; their beneficial influence in these parti- 
culars liave been witnessed by me in various parts of the 
globe, in the kraal of the Hottentot, and in the wigwam of 
the Indian savage ; among the New Hollanders, the Mala- 
gashes, the New Zealanders, the Cingalese, and the Kaffres, 
as well as at the noble College of Serampore ; * but it is a 
wild, visionary attempt at forcing Christianity, which I so 

• Drs. Carey and Marshman have tlie true way to work ; they 
have not only establishei sehools in every direction, but they have set 
up a steam eng'iue for llie manufacture of paper ; a foundry for casting' 
type, whether in Oriental or Kuropean cliarac*ters ; and to this they 
have added a neM'spaper, half Knjj^lish and half Beiifrallee, which they 
publish twice a week, totally divested of all sectarian or metbodistical 
cant. Similar eflorts have been made in Ceylon, by Mr. Fox and 
other amiable and talented men, and by Mr. .Tones in ATadagascar. 
The conduct of Or. i^hilli])8 and the unfortunate Tbrotfall in Africa 
well deserves commendation; also Mr. Threlkcld in New Holland ; 
Mr. Marsden and others in New Zealand, who have periled every 
earthly thing for th© sake of their dark brethren. 

o 2 



19 () 


much deprecate, and which Mr. Poyiider so mischievously 
advocates. The most remarkable circumstance connected 
with the Christian religion is, that it lias spread its influ- 
ence in spite of the swortl and of persecution, by the mere 
virtue of its ])recepts ; and if the adoption of its doctrines 
be indispensable for the future salvation of man, Mr. 
Poyndcr may rest assured that his efforts to promote their 
circulation, or the' Kast-lndia Company’s endeavours (if it 
were so) to retard them, would be eijually futile, unless the 
divine will were favourable to their tlisseniination. Rut 
the learneHl gentleman must not think that virtiu' cannot 
exist independent of Christianity : there are thousjinds — 
aye millions, in Hindustan, of Hindoos, Parsecs, Mahomc- 
dans, Rudhists, ike. whose princijiles are as jiure, and their 
standard of moral rectitude as high as that of any indivi- 
dual in Great Rritain, but who nevertheless firmly bedievt' 
in the religion which ha?» been instilled into them in youth. 
How far locality of birth may have been the jirimary cause 
of Mr. Poynder being educated as a Christian, and a 
native of Bombay as a Parsec, or an inhabitant of Calcutta 
as a Hindoo, it is not for me to decide ; I ineri'ly allude to 
the circumstance, in order that Mr. Poynder may Ix' 
induced to moderate a zeal which, if proceeded in, will 
retard instead of accelerating the object aimed at. A 
great and unjust outcry has been raised in Hngland, on 
account of the Company’s government levying a tax on 
the ])ilgrims resorting to several celebrated Hindoo tem- 
ples, j)articularly at Juggernath in Cuttack ; but it is not 
stated that the Company’s government reluctantly under- 
took the management of these temples, at the instigation of 
the Board of C’ontrol ; that the object was to prevent the 
extensive impositions and frauds which were practised on 
the unfortunate misguided devotees, whose lives were thus 
protected and comforls attended to, as hein|(s who were in 
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fact, from their ultra-religious zeal, incapable of attending 
to worldly affairs. This system was adopted at an early 
period of our rule — at a })eriod when in Kngland the crime 
of purchasing and selling human beings was considered 
no offence against the hues ()f (tO(1 or man ; but now, after 
the establishment of an efficient police, the making of 
roads, building of bungalows, &c. and the prevention of a 
host of crimes and religious murders, as well as checking 
in a material degree the bigotry of the votaries of such 
degrading su])erstition, tiie Companv arc called on to 
renounce all control over the temples, and allow them to 
become again scenes of riot, confuskm, plunder, and blood- 
shed, which would require and demand the strong arm of 
the law for tlie suppression thereof, as much as the system 
of infanticide or suttees. 

Ihit, says Mr. Poynder, the Company realize a revenue 
from the pilgrims at Juggernath and Gya; the learned 
gentleman should i.ave added, as a set-off; for un- 
der the Madras ))residency, the j)aymcnts on account of 
mosques and temples exceed the revenues derived from 
])ilgrims.’'^' 

It is not a little remarkable as illustrative of the spirit of 
party, that while so much odium has been attempted to be 
cast on the C’ompany*’s government for their conduct, in 
keeping those pilgrimage resorts wnthin the bounds of de- 
corum, that no n inark has been made on the conduct of 
the King'^s govenimeiit in Ceylon, which, as the talented 
editor of the Asiatic Journal observes, has been from the 
first in actual contact and co-operation with the temple 
affairs without exciting any observation.” I have personally 
witnessed the devil worship in Ceylon — at Kandy, and 
other places in the interior, as w'ell as along the coast from 

* Evirfence of Mr. Stark, head of the revenue, department in the 
Board of ConttX)!. 
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Colombo to Matura, and I candidly declare I saw nothing 
equally hideous in tlie Hindoo superstitions, if I except 
those voluntary martyrs who delight in being swung in the 
air by a hook passed through the muscles of the loins; or 
who have a gusto for thrusting a large iron through the 
thickest part of the tongue or lips ! 

It is rightly observed by the before-named editor, that 
the “ King’s government of Ceylon stands forth as high 
priest of superstition ; enforces attendance upon temple 
ceremonies, to the manifest inconvenience of the poor peo- 
ple,* who are under the necessity of making long jouijpneys 
for that purjwse; sanctions an absurd and superfluous 
mummery by the presence of the representative of the 
King of England, and expects people of all classes to 
attend from the remotest provinces, and pay a ‘ con- 
siderable sum,’ which is placed in the custody of British 
commissioners : and all this, which must be notorious to tlie 
missionaries on the island, f has not provoked a single 
animadversion In truth, Mr. Poyiider must have a 
poor idea of the clergy and bishops of India, when he 
takes upon himself their functions, respecting the disgrace 
which it is alleged a Christian government suffers by rea- 
son of the conduct of the Company. Bishop Heber, in his 
writings, has never I believe once touched on the subject ; 
and we hear nothing of it in the life of the orthodox Mid- 
dleton ; and with respect to Bishop J ames, I speak from a 
personal knowledge, that he judiciously saw the Company 
were necessitated on state policy, as well as on the grounds 
of humanity, to persevere in their course. All the authors 

• These remarks are made by the editor, after quoting an extract 
from the report of the King’s commissioners, on which they are founded. 

t Mr. Callaway apd other Ceylon missionaries, as well as the late 
Rev. Mr. Ireland, were well aware of these circumstances. 

t Asiatic Journal for July. 



or persons who liave visited Juggernatli, a^ree that the 
flux of pilgrims resorting to this celebrated shrine (the 
mere ground around which, for twenty miles, is considered 
holy) is yearly diminishing, and if no injudicious measures 
be adopted, will in a Wief period be exceedingly, if not 
entirely, diminished.'^ Mr. Poynder sayss, ‘‘ I think that 
the tax levied induces resort if he could prove this by 
analogy, it would be well for the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, in the present perplexing statcof Jiis budget ; but, 
unfortunately for Mr. Poyiideris theory, Lord Althorp finds 
that taxation diminishes consumption, and that the less 
the duty regularly levied, the greater the use of the article 
taxed. I will not, however, occupy the reader’s time in 
dwelling longer on a subject which all, who know any 
thing of the ])eo])le of India, dejirecate at present any 
interference witl!. Had the Company’s government at- 
tempted to suppress suttees^f- at the time when infanticide 
was put a stop to, 1 aigland would not now be in possession 
of India; and even at the present advanced period of civi- 
lization and knowledge, the Bengal government would not 

* Mr. Rickardfli admits that, although “the Hindoo caf^tos are now 
the same as they have lieen ft»r centuries," yet, in spiti* of tliis impe- 
diiuerjt, “ the lifjflit of kiiowledj^e, irresistible in its progress, has at 
length penetrated the harrier of Eastern darkness.” Vol. i. p, 11.5. 

t riiere can he no dbul>t that this infernal rite origfinated in the 
ji'alousv of priiwos, who feared that on their decease the numerous 
wives which they possosst'd would he enjoyed by other men (their in- 
feriors), and that eousequently their memories would he deg;raded ; 
the system of ancestral law among the Hindoos, by which property 
b(‘(*am(' divided among the family after the demise of the widow, 
brought cupidity to the aid of jealousy; and the Brahmins, for the 
purp(»se of perpetuating their domination, made priestcraft an acces- 
sary to both ; in lime, therefore, it became as much a point of honour 
among very many Hindoo women to sacrifice theniseh es, as it is to 
ail Englishman, or a Frenchman, or an American, to submit to im- 
molation by means of a pistol, a rapier, or a rifie : vvdth this difference, 
that the woman only sought her own destruction ; but the gentlemen, 
not content with hazarding their own lives, seek the murder of others. 
Both customs are atrocious, but they are etpiallv rooted in the preju- 
dicM*s of society, the suttee claiming precedence for antiquity. 
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interdict the suttees, until the opinion of the native officers 
of the Bengal army were had, as to the feelings of the 
troops on a subject which, as well as infanticide,* involved 
the dearest rights of humanity, and which in any other 
country but India, w'ould have instantly fallen beneath the 
execration of public odium. When we see so powerful an 
opposition to the alx)lition of such a diabolical rite as 
female cremation, let us beware lest we proceed too fast ; 
let us temper prudence with benevolence, policy with })rin- 
ciple, and justice with expediency. 

• It is well known that the Indian fjfoverunicnts have spared no 
exertions to put a sU»p to this unnatural crime in India, ainonjf their 
allies as well as vassals; but unfortunately, pride, p(>verty, and avarice 
are leapiod with superstition to perpetuate these horrible sacrifices. 
It is stated that Major Walker, previous to his departure front tlu- 
zerat, received the most afi'cctinp; compliment which a good man 
could receive, in being’ welcomed at tlu* gate of the ])alact\ on some 
public occasion, by a procession of g;irls of high rank who owed their 
lives to him, and who came to kiss his clothes, and throw wreaths of 
flowers over him, as their deliverer and second father. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

'HIE COLONIZATION OF INDIA l\Y ENGLISHMEN; — KKFU- 

TATION OF MK. TlICKAllDS’ CALUMNY: PETITION OF 

THE NATIVES AGAINST COLONIZATION; MOTIVES 

AVllK II 1NFLI'EN(’KD THE COURT OF DIRECTORS IN 

GRANTING LICENSES; IF EUROPEANS HAD BEEN 

ALLOWED AN INDISCRIMINATE RESORT TO INDIA, THE 
LANDED PROPERTY OF THE HINDOOS WOULD HAVE 
PASSPH) INTO THE HANDS OF THE FORMER. 

The subject on which I am now about to treat is one 
of great inijxirtance, not merely to the mercantile pro- 
sperity of India uul England, but also to the continued 
connection of botli countries: I mean the colonization of 
India. Before entering on it however, I cannot help protest- 
ing against the unjust, and I will add untrue assertion of 
Mr. Rickards, that by the East-India Comjiany ‘^British 
merchants in India, have ever been considered interlopers 
and enemies, — sometimes exposed to virulent persecutions 
and barliarous cruelty, and uniformly branded with the 
imputation of being incorrigible disturbers of the public 
peace.”* 

Does Mr. Rickards support this monstrous charge by 
a shadow of proof ? No ! not an iota. He quotes a 
“ note” from Mr. Mills^ work (a gentleman who has 
never been in India), the utmost tendency of which *f“ is 

• Rickards' India, vol. i p. 82. 

t Even this very note is quoted, it appears, f)v Mp. Mill, from ano- 
ther old work, entitled “ Hamilton's New Account of India, p. 232.” 
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to shew that Sir Josiah Child wrote to the government of 
Bombay in 1691 (!) to crush those who invaded the 
ground of the Company'’s pretensions in India!!’" — The 
allegation against the Indian government is in itself so se- 
rious, that I cannot lielp expressing riiy astonishment that a 
person of Mr. Kickards’ age and expei’ience, as well as 
standing in society, could have dared to utter so gross a 
calumny. Where are the instances of barbarous cruelty” 
which Mr. Rickards asserts to luive been perpi^trated on 
British merchants ? In what records are tliey “ branded 
as incorrigible disturbers of the public peace ?” Sir, I am 
gratified that you have presumptuously utten*d so out- 
ragcHjus a mis-statement, for it will lead every unprejudiced 
person to look with contempt on your unworthy endea- 
vours to raise a popular outcry against a body, to which 
you yourself are principally indebted for the station you 
now^ <^'tijoy. Lest, however, there should be sonu‘ who, 
dazzled with a name, are ever ready to lend a willing (*ar 
to those, who announce themselves as ‘ lights to lighten the 
Gentiles,’ I will not content myself with merely offering a 
negative to the foregoing infamous charge, but prove its 
falsity by a detail of irrefutable facts* 

The words “ ever been” require that I should look even 
beyond the present century for refutation ; and the first 
document that presents itself, is a table prepared by Mr. 
Hodgson, of the Madras civil service, and delivered into 
the House of Lords, 6th May 1830, to shew the attempts 
which have been made in the Madras territory to culti- 
vate silk, cotton, cochineal, and other articles, by free mer- 
chants, who received every possible assistance from the 
Company’s government. 





Pkesidkncy of Fort St. Gkuhge. 


District. 

Date. 

' 

Nature, Extent, and Object of Grant. 

Ganjain 

Bt'tvv'eon 

Grant of land for the erection 

1796 

of sugar Avorks, to Messrs. 
iSinitli and Colley, reverted 
to a Mr. Pick. The making 
of rum tried ; sugar was not 
euliivatt‘d hy these gentle- 
men ; the cane was bought. 


and 


1803 


l80i> 

A lease of two perguniiahs, 


to 

containing manv villages, to 


1803 

Major Evans, superintend- 
ent of the CouipanUs >tud, | 
to facilitate the lireeding of i 
liorses. Cocoa-nut plant a- ' 
tions on a gn‘at scale were j 
tried. Major Evans was liere 
a fanner of revenue, or Eu- 



ropean Zemindar. 

\’^i 2 itgapatam 

1 /Of) " 

A lease of many villages to 

1804 

i 

1 

Messrs. Campbell and Keat- 
ing, for the cultivation and 
manufacture of indigo, &c. 
These gentlemen were Eu- 
ropean Zemindars during 
the period of their lease. 

Kajahmuiidn 

1 1793 

A grant of land to Dr. Rox- 

1800 

i 

burgh, near Samulcottah, 
for sugar plantations and 
exotics. This grant was not 
of any great extent, and did 

j 


not include the superiority 
over any native village. 
Pepper tried, 1 believe. 

Guntoor 

1794 

Various grants of small plots 

Masulipatam 

1796 

1 

of ground were made in 
these and the provinces 
named above, for the crea- 
tion of mulberry and opuntia 
gardens, for the rearing of 
silk-worms and of the cochi- 


1 

neal insect. 

Nellore and 

1801 

Grant of privilege to work 

Ongole 

to 

copper mines to Captain 
Ashton, IT. M. 12th regt. 

1804 

Company's 

1793 

Grant of land (part endowed 

Jagheer 

1795 

land of a pagoda at Vulloor) 
to Mr. Popham, for the cul- 
tivation of Bourbon cotton 


Result. 


[Unsatisfactory. 


Unsatisfactory 
as rcg-ardcd 
the breeding 
()1‘ horses and 
rearing’ cocoa- 
nuts. 


I Unsatisfactory 
; as regarded ill* 
' digo. 


jUnsatisfactory 
i ami abaridon- 
I cd. 


Unsatisfactory 
as regarded 
silk and cochi- 
neal. 


Unsatisfactory 
as regarded 
copper, 

UnsatUfactory. 
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1 residency of l^ort St. Georg’t* — Cij 7 tthtued* 


District. 


(Company's 

Jag'heer 


Date. Nature, Extent, and Object of Grant. 


Cuddalore 
South Arcot 


17^.3 


1793 

1705 


.1795 


]7H^ 


1802 

to 

1806 


and iniillierrv plants; not 
a grant of village superiori- 
ties. 

Tratisferred to Mr. W . M'ehb, 
who tried rope-making from 
the Alve. 

(irant <if land to make ninl- 
herry plantations, to Mr. 
Robert W olfe and to se\eral 
nati\es. 

A.Jf, — Jji aIlease‘-of grants 
of land (not being entire 
villages), the possession 
and occupation of the land 
; wasohtained for buildings 

j and plantations for mul- 

berry trees by privat«' 
agreements made ith the 
cultivators. 

Large occupation of land at 
Vellout, fifteen miles from 
IVladras, under a (Unnpanv’s 
superintemlent, for a mul- 
berry garden and silk fila- 
ture. Kxpeiisi\e works 
erected. 

Grant of land and lease of 
villages to Messrs. Roebuck 
and Abbot, for the cultiva- 
tion of indigo, &c. Expen- 
sive works erected. Much 
correspondence with the 
collectors and the govern- 
ment. I 

Nursery for trees and bam- 
boos on an extensive scale, 
by the collectors at Param- 
baucum. 

firant of land to establish a 
weaving village, &c. to Mr. 
Jordan, near St. Thomas 
Mount, fifteen or twenty 
miles from Madras. 

Grant of land for a sugar 
manufactory, to Air, Canin- 
bell. * * 

N.3 .‘ — Not certain whether 
the sugar-cane was cul. 


Unsatisfactory 

UiisatlsfactoiA 


Failure. 


Failure. 


Failure. 


Failure. 


Failure as re- 
j garded sugar. 
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Presidency of Fort Si. (ieor*j:«‘ -- rttntinvr 

<L 

District. 

Date. 

N.aturc, Extent, and Object of Grant. 

Result. 



. tivated by Mr, (’ain])hen 


Harranialiiil 

17113 

or jnirehased from the 
natives. 

(irant of land for the rearine' 

Failure. 


171>5 

isni 

of exotics, and exjieriineMtal 
airricnlture and horticulture, 
to Mj“. Meythcr. 

(Ira!)! of lands for itidipfo 

Going on. 


1 S 12 

\t 4 irks. 

(•rant of lands for indij^o 

Ditto. 


17^f3 

works. 

ICslahlishincnt, iiinim* ctun- 

Sin-ccs.sful as 

rijHKM’ellv 

to 

nn'rcial resident, of j>ian1a- 

rt'gards cot- 

1 

tions of r*if)namon atnl mj(- 

ton ; abandon- 



inc»:s,and codec planlatioiis. 
Introduction of tlie cnltita- 
tion of Bonrhon cotton, 
i he Bourbon ctitton has 

ed as regards 
cinnamon, cof- 
fee, and nut- 
megs, owing to 

i 

i 

Malabar 

I 

1701 ^ 

succeeded; the cinnamon 
and cofl’ee <*ulture has been 
abainloTM'd. 'Fbe Bourbon 
cotton catuiot be greatly 
extended ; the jdant thriv- 
ing only either in a |>(*culiar 
soil or climate ; the latter 
[ most likelv. 1 

1 <irant of land to INlr. Young’, j 
1 son-in-law to Ih’. Ander-j 
1 son, ami afterwards to Mr 
Hughes, for cultivation of 
j cotton manufacture, of iii- 
[ digo, &c. H 

i A lease of village and grant 

theacipiisition 
of (h'vlon. 

1 ^ 

Failure as re- 
gards Mr. 
"^'oung, Mr. 
Hughes going 
on. 

Successful, it 


1 hits 

of land to Mr. Murdoek 

is lielievcd, as 


179:3 

I>rown, for various purposes, 1 
rearing of pepper, &c. en- 
tailed much correspondence 
and discuss ion. 

(irant for the erection of a 

eoncernedMr. 
Brown. , 

I 

iFailure, with 

1 much loss. 

! 

■ Mysore 

1800 

saw-mill, and advances on 
the Company’s account by 
(iovernor Duncan. 

E.rpn^i7nnits\svrcvssfidffforts 
of Ktn'opntns. 

'File introduction of the po- 


tatoe into .Mysore. It has 
become an article of export 
to Madras and elsewhere. 
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Presidency of Fort St. Georfre — vontinued, 

j _ 

District. Date. Nature, Extent, and Object of Grant, j Result. 

Bangalore 1805 The introduction of the apphs ' 

peach, strawberry, and other j 
; fruits. 

Neilgerry 1818 Introduction of European! 

Hills to , fruits, &c. on the immntains j 

1820 of Neilgerry. j 

Tinnivelly, 1700 , The introduction of Bourbon j 

Arcot, cotton, 

and other 1800 The manufacture of indig(» in 
prorinees to * an iinpri)ved process from 

1805 ! the cold infusion. 

1703 i Tlie introduction of all sorts 
I of articles manufactured in 
i tin ; now a most extensive 
native manufacture in e\ery 
large town. 

1801 A <'anal dug by Mr. Cochrane, 

1802 opening a communication 
between Madras and Puli- 
cat, highly successful. 

The improvcnrient in stanip- 
, ing instead of painting eot- 
: ton goods, and introduction 
of improved patterns. 

I An impnivenient in the ma- 
nufacture of steel. 

I’lie cultivation of coffee is 
^reading in Myson* and 
Bengal, it is said. 

7'he cult.iv4tion of oats in 
Bengal and Behar. I 

, 1801 Silk alt Bangalore. | 

1 J 802 Indigo in Tanjore, Salem, and I 

i Tondi man's country. j 


Now Sir, as your partizans may not be satisfied with the 
foregoing table, nor with iny referring tliem to the efforts 
made by the Company during the last and present century, 
in sending out and employing Mr. Fitzmaurice, Mr. Jones, 
and others for sugar manufacture, coal mines, &c., I will 
quote other testimony equally conclusive as Mr. HodgsonV 
Mr. G. Mackillop, a free merchant who resided eighteen 
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years in Bengal, says in March 1882, So far as the 
Kast-India Company are concerned, it appears to me that 
every facility has been given to the trade with India 
ealciilatcd to promote its increase/' 

Mr. Kitchie, a free ‘merchant of Bombay, on being asked 
])y the Parliamentary Committee (7tli March 1831), “if the 
free trade was molested or impeded in any way by the 
authorities of the Kast-India Company, so as to make any 
interference of Parliament of service rejdied, on the ([ues- 
tion being repeatedly put to him in a variety of shapes, “ I 
am not aware of any impediment whatever wliich we labour 
under that could be removed, except taking off the 
duties/" These duties, although trifling in themselves, 
Mr. Ritchie subsequently stated wtne all taken off by the 
local authoriiies, and approved by the Court of Directors. 
Indeed, so desirous were the Company's Government to 
remove even the appearance of [>rcfcrence and favour in the 
Legislature,'" tlii:-- a Regulation was passed by the Bengal 
(Tovernmeul, a copy of which I have fortunately brought 
with me from India. The following is a verbatim eoj)y 
A.D. ISiiih — Rkcclation IX. 

A Reticulation for rosrinding some of the Rules of Regulation XXXI. 

and tin* corresjxinding Rules for Benares and the f^nled Pro-, 
vinees, and tor plaeiiig the ("oimiiercial Agents of the East-India 
('Oinpanv on tlie same footing towareR’ Natives of the country as 
other persons. — Passed hy the (rovernor General in (Council on the 
9tli June corresponding with the 28tli Jeyte 12.%, Bengal 

Kra ; the 22d Jeyte 12.3(5, Fusly; the 2,9th Jeyte 123(5, Willaity; 
the 8th Jeyte 1H8‘5, Suinbut, and the (5th Zehijja 1234, Iligeree. 

Regulation XXXI. 17^3, and the corresponding eiiaetiiients for 
Benares and the (reded and coii(|iiered provinces, were passed for the 
purpose of prescribing rules for the conduct of the commercial resi- 
dents in their dealings with native weavers and others employed in 
the provision of the investment (»f the East-India Company: those 
rules were then required no less as a safeguard against abuse of power 
hy the commercial residents and agents for the Company, than for 
the protection of the commercial officers against fraud and embezzle* 



208 


wient, and for ensuring the execution of the contracts entered into by 
these officers. At the present day the same reasi»ns do not exist for 
prescribing by special regulation, the course to be obser^'ed in respect 
to contracts entered into for the provisi(»Ti of articles of the Honour- 
able Company's investment : it has accordingly been deemed expe- 
dient, ill order to rrmovr the appenranve of ^favour and pnferciire in 
the legislatnre^ which the existence of a special enactment of the kind 
is calculated to excite, to rescind the provisions of the existing Regu- 
lations giving such a preference, and to leave the eommercial resi- 
dents, and other agents of the C’/Oinpaiiy, to follow the same proeess of 
law in tJie enforcement of contracts and in tlieir other dealings with 
the natives of the country as individual traders. The following rules 
Inn'o accordingly been passed to be in force u itbin the territories 
subject to the Presidency of Fort AA'illiam, from the date of the pro- 
mulgatiou of this Regulation. 

Jl. Sections TI. to XVllT. inclusive, of Regulation XXXI. 
witli the explanatory rules of sections III. and IV. Regulation IX. 

I HOI, extended to Benares by section TI. Regulation IV. 1805, also 
the corresponding sections of Regulation XXXV U. 1803, for the 
ceded provinces, are hereby rescinded. 

ITT. First. Commercial residents and other officers providing arti- 
cles for the investment of the Honourable East-lndia Company, or 
otherwise employed in purchasing or procuring goods for purposes of 
trade, shall sue and bo sued, and be subject to process and juris- 
diction of the civil or criminal courts of the <;ountry, in the same 
manner as the agents and factors of any other merchants, saving 
always tlie privileges and immunities they nia\ enjoy as British sub- 
jects ; and subject to the rules and restrictions contained in the general 
regulations respecting suits conducted or defended t)n account of the 
Honourable Company, or otherwise in their public capacity. 

ISecond. Native workmen and other persons, weavers, silk-winders, 
&c. in the emydoyment of commercial residents, also persons under 
engagement to deliver articles to the commercial officers of the Ho- 
nourable Company, shall he, and are hereby declared to be, subject to 
the same process, civil and criminal, of the courts and public officers 
of the country, as other natives living within the jurisdiction of the 
said courts and public officers respectively, and no distinction shall be 
made in the form and manner of seiwing the process on them. 

IV. Modification of the rule contained in Serrtion III, Regulation 
II. 1814, it is hereby prescribed and provided, that when a petition of 
plaint against a commercial resident or other commercial officer 
amenable to the jurisdiction of the court, shall be lodged in any court 
of civil judicature, notice of the same shall be sent in the manner pre- 
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<icri]) 0 (l ])y Sprtion XIX. Rog^ulation XXXI. 1793, to the said officer, 
and a copy of tlje same shall bo forwarded to the Hoard of Trade, 
wlio shall infoni' 'lie court within six weeks from the date of their 
recei])t of the petition, whether the suit shall he defended as a Go- 
vernment action, or at the risk and cost of the officer sued. If no in- 
timation be received by thd court within the period stated, due allow- 
ance heinpf made for the period occupied in the conveyance of letters 
to and fro by the public dawk, the case shall proceed, and be carried 
to judjroient ns a personal action ag^ainst the commercial resident or 
other officer sued. 

I miglit, were it not unnecessary after citing the fore- 
going regulation, adduce the testimony of Mr. Bracken, 
Mr. Mackillop, and other free merchants, to shew that the 
commercial residents of the Company have not any unfair 
advantages over other persons purchasing in the same mar- 
ket ; * I shall therefore pass on to glance at the East-India 
Register foi May 1832, to see the number of merchants 
under the list of European inhabitants in Bengal alone. 

I find on enumeration that there are two hundred and 
seven merchants’ names in the Bengal list ! Is it not 
strange, that none of these two hundred merchants com- 
])lain of the barbarous cruelties” to which the Com- 
pany’s Government subject them ? that none of their nume- 
rous European assistants have ever yet uttered a com- 
plaint ? — that the many hundred of European indigo 
planters, and their lumdreds of European assistants, have 

• In the documents laid before Parlian^ent is an extract of a letter 
from the Court of Directors to the Beng^al Governmeiit, dated bth 
September 1813, in which the followings expressions are used : ** We 
cannot omit expressing^ our expectation that all our servants shall 
conduct themselves with liberality and candour, and act up to the 
full spirit of the Legislature, so that if the traders should be disap- 
pointed in their views, they may have no ground for imputing their 
disappointment to any deviation on our part from the principle upon 
which the trade is opened to them.” The Court in all their des- 
patches invariably desire, that the “ private trader, as Avell as the 
Company’s commercial agents, should have every practicable aid and 
facility in obtaining the regular supply of their investments, accord- 
ing to their respective engagements with the producers.” Appendix 
to Report from the Commons for 1831. 

P 
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not protested against tlie, “ barbarous cruellies ’’ inflicted 
on them ? — tliat the numerous European general shop- 
keepers, and the watch-makers, jewellers, apothecaries, 
tailors, gun-makers, printers, l>oot and shoe-makers, pro- 
visioners, publicans and sinners of* every denomination, 
are, strange to say, so much pleased with what Mr. 
Rickards is pleased (perhajjs jocularly) to term ^‘•barba- 
rous cruelties I” — that they persist in subjecting themselves, 
without a murmur, to their tyrants, drink their “ loll 
shro]),'” smoke their “ hookas,*” and ilash along in their 
buggies,^’ or barouches, as merry as if they led the ])lea- 
santest lives in tlie world. Unless like Itashmen they art' 
used to hanging,*’^ and therefore care ‘nothing for the 
barbarous cruelties” which the fertile imagination t)f 
Mr. Rickards has conjured up, they must be a most inst'ii- 
sible as well as ungrateful set of mortals, not to come 
forward with some statement of tlieir sufferings. Really 
I fear the reader would be nauseated were I to extract a 
few more of Mr. Rickards’ and Mr. Crawfurtfs state- 
ments, and tlicrefore proceed to examine tlie grounds on 
which the Company’s Government have adopted their pre- 
sent and past policy with respect to colonization. 

The history of European colonization, whether in the 
Eastern or Western hemisphere, is marked by two decided 
features — cither the annihilation of the dark, by the fair 
races of men, or a degradation of the latter into an inferior 
order of beings.* ’J’o avoid the latter has of course been 
an earnest matter with the English East-India Conijjany 
since their earliest conquests in Hindostan : to avert the 
former, has been the never-ceasing object of their vigi- 
lance ; — so far, the measures taken have proved adequate 
to the important ends in view : indeed, with respect to the 

• As at Goa, or any of the Indian or African settlements where the 
Portug:uese have colonized thenisclve.s. 



parliamontary j^roliibitioii of Englishmen from purchasing 
lands in ITindostan, llie Edinhurgl) reviewers acknowledge 
it to be so extraordinary an act of self-denying policy, 
that “ it is difficult to describe the astonishment with 
which foreigners learn this act of the British Legislature ; 
several persons of distinction in France could not conceal 
the impression produced by mentioning it.’** This was par- 
ticularly the case with Napoleon, whose eagle-mind at 
a glance, saw the justice as well as the profound policy of 
tlie measure. Had it not been adopted, whci*e would now 
be the dark inhabitants of the soil ? would there have 
been a remnant of them left in another half-century ? or if 
in existence, would they not have bt*en as adscripfi pleba' 
instead of lords of the soil ? The Indians on the banks of 
the Ganges or Indus would have been as degraded and as 
destitute as are at the ])rescnt day the Indians on the banks 
of the Orinoco or the JMissisippi ! That this is the feeling 
of the natives, will be seen by the follow ing petition presented 
to the House of Commons last month (July 1832), by JMr. 
Cutlar Fergusson ; it is extracted from the JVIinutcs of the 
House of Commons, and demands, particular attention, 
more particidarly as it emanates from a body of men pos- 
sessed of the greatest influence and wealth in Bengal. 


Pktition from J3i:noai. a^ainM. (’oi-oniz ation. 

** A petition of the ZoiuindarM, Talookdars, and other native in- 
hahitants of Calcutta and its subordinate districts, was presented 
and read; setting forth, that the J^etitioners have learned with equal 
surprise and alarm, that the British iiiliabitants of Calcutta have 
transmitted a petition to be presented to the House, pfayino*, am once 
other thing's, that the House will he ph'ased to take into eonsidej a- 
tion the expediency of abolishiiifif all restrictions on the resort ot 
British subjects to, and on their residence in India ; in consequence ot 
which the petitioners beg leave respectfully to lay before Parliament 
the grievances wdiirrh they apprehend from this measure, it adopted, 
for such consideration as the House may be pleast'd to bestow ; that 
the Petitioners are every day »n<>re and more taught to acknowdedgo 





the protection of their persons anil property, M’hich tliey i»ovv enjoy 
under the benip;nant rule of the British sceptre; hut tiuit the IVti 
tinners, if tliey have rightly coniprehendod the nature of the privilege 
demanded hy those who pray for un uiirestriided resul t to, and resi- 
dence in India of British subjects, cannot look forward to the undis- 
turbed and ])erniancnt enjoyment of these blessings ; and should it 
please the House to grant the prayer of the British inhabitants ol 
Calcutta, tl>e Belltioners are fully persuaded that, however great the 
blessings which lliey now enjoy undt.T the }.lritish rule (and the Peti- 
tioners thankfully admit them to he nnineroiis and valuable), tin* 
jieriod eaunot he far distant when all will again he anarchy and con- 
fusion, in a country rescued, under Providence, from the recurrence 
of these evils by the judii-ioiis and unrestricted intercourse esta- 
lilished hetvceen the rulers and the ruled; that the Petitioners there- 
fore reg'ard tlie regulations of the local government of India, restrict- 
ing Europeans from the purchase, renting, or occupation of land in 
the interior of the country, as most wise and expedient in them- 
selves, and as guarding the J^etitioners against the most serious evils 
and aggressions to which they would otherwise he exposed, and 
humbly j)ray that the House will not consent to deprive the local 
governments of the power of restricting the residence of Europeans 
in India which they now possess, iinr grmil my (jrvaUr facilities t(t 
colonization than now c,t‘is( ; that the Petitioners are further con- 
strained to la}' before the House tlioir decided opinion that, restrich'd 
as is the right of Europeans to reside in the interior of the country, 
the Petitioners are ofteji doomed to experien ‘c its evil etfects ; the 
Petitioners would only humbly call the attention of the House to the 
state of the law as it now relatively afl’ects Euro])enns settled in the 
interior, and natives who necessarily come in contact witli them, 
and the l^etitioncrs arc persuaded that the Ilousi* will not, hy grant- 
ing the j)raycr of the British inhabitants of Calcutta, increase an evil 
already telt to he so oppressive; should any one of the Petitioners, 
or other natives, he injured hy a British subject resident in the 
interior, however distant from Calcutta, they arc compelled to pro- 
secute in the Supremo Court at the presidency, the offender not 
being subject in criminal cases, to which the Petitioners alUide, to 
the laws of the Mofussil Courts ; this the Petitioners already feel 
to be a grievous evil, subjecting them, when the remedy is sought, 
to a ruinous expense, and compelling them in innumerable instances 
to submit to the injury rather than attempt seeking redress; the 
Petitioners humbly submit that, were the prayer of the British inha- 
bitants of Calcutta granted while the present state of the law exists, 
this evil would rise to a magnitude that might speedily endanger the 
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peace and stability of the British empire in India ; as it canid not 
fail to excite a spirit of wide-sprcadinf»‘ and tjeneral discontent anionp^ 
the native population ; that the Petitioners are enabled U> lay before 
the House still more incontrovertible grounds on which they humbly 
implore, that greater facilities may not be given by the House than 
now exist to the residence of British subjects in the interior of that 
eoiintry, and tlie Petitioners are the more anxious to call the atten- 
tion of the House to the statements they now humbly lay before it, 
with an assurance of their being a true and faithful picture of facts, 
in conse<|U(*nce f>f the very im])ortant misapprehensions into which 
tin* Petitioners undc'rstand that the public in England have been led 
(ui tliis subject; the Petitioners are hound to state to the House, that 
in the districts where British subjects following the occupation of 
indigo planters have been permitted to settle themselves, even under 
the present I’cstrietions, the native population is more injured, 
harassed, and distressed, than in any other parts of the country ; the 
Petitioners will not take upon themselves to say how far the regu- 
lations of the local governments, if duly enforced, are sufficient or 
otherwise to obviate the evils of which they complain, they will con- 
tent themselves with stating to the House, that lands which are re- 
<|iiired for the growth of rice, the great support of the native 
population, arc ici 'ed upon by force or fraud and converted into 
fields of indigo,* wheiehy the population is brought to suft’er great 

• This view of the subject is supported by a zemindar, in the Ben- 
ifnl Herald of .Inly lH2h, ]>. That zemindar is thi* justly celebrated 
bwarkaiiaut Tagon*, a man of as princely, as noble a disposition as 
ever breathed, and whose generosity towards Europeans has never, 
even in India (where so many tliousand of his countrymi'n are ready 
to assist them) had a parallel. The following is an extract of his 
letter; it is in reply to some observations of an indigo planter about 
the lowering of rents: “ Many indigo planters Iiave taken ezeras or 
farms fi om the zemindars ; have they lowered the rents to restrain 
the ryots from turning dacoits? T suspect a very different version 
could be given, as regards the distress in these districts. I will men- 
tion one source. The ryot generally rents some superior land for the 
cultivation of sugar or tobacco, at a high rate of from two to three 
rupees a beegah. The kind indigo planter sowii his hidirfo tluyre hy 
forcey and the poor peasant is not only obliged to pay that high rent, 
but is deprived of th^ resources which he expected from hrs sugar 
and tobacco crops, which to him are the staff of life ; has the indigo 
planter the presumption to suppose, that the zemindars onf^ht to 
come forward to reduce the rent of this land, when he has forcibly 
sotvn his indigo in the same ground at eight annas a beegah ? 

The late horrid murder at Barasut is now nnderg* ing investiga- 
tion, and I hone it will soon be proved that it >v''us not coiiiniitled hy 
poor ryuts, wiio suffer such hardships froiii the zemindars, but by 

those 
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(lislrews, and to be olU'n threatened with all the horrors of famine 
itself: an evil aggravated by the mode practised tot) frequently by 
indigo planters, of detaining the cattle i)f the poor natives, and by 
this means extorting money from the ryots of the I’etitioners. "Jliut, 
from the experience which the Petitioners have had, they are firmly 
persuaded, that if British subjects are pbnnitted to hold any zeniiii- 
darry or landed property in the interior, the native zemindars and 
their ryots now hoing in comfort, will be ultimately most seriously 

those people who are connected with the neelwalhihs. If the magis- 
trates of the districts will enquire, they will soon find that many 
indigo planters encroach on the lands of others, and for the purpose 
of supporting theinseh es in their unlawful aggressions, they some- 
times keep as retainers several hundr(‘d latta\vallahs, at a salary of 
from four to eight rupees a month ! Is it not extremely probable, that 
these lawdess brigands are frequently the perpetrators of the inurdei s 
and da<?oits W’e hear ofr* And does not such a syst(‘in tend to keej) 
up a race of nefarious characters, whose sole occupation being deeds 
of violence, wdll not hesitate to plunder for lliemselves, when the duly 
enjoined by their European master is of a similar nature. 1 would 
advise “ an indigo planter'’ not to venture intt> the broad ocean of 
surmises, but confine himself simply to the narration of facts, which 
this letter wdll afibrd him an example of. As your impartiality leads 
you to consider both sides of a question, you will doubtless insert this ; 
and you will probably soon hear again from ‘‘ A Zkaiindar.'’ 

'i’he testimony of Jlw'arkanaut Tagore is confirmed (if imh'cd the 
testimony of such a man m;eds confirmation) l)y that of the Honour 
able A. Uamsay, in his Evidence before the Lords: 

3531. Q, Do you mean to say that the cultivation of indigo is 
carried on on a g-encral system of compulsion ? yL No, 1 am certain 
it is not; I am only alluding to a large proportion of planters in the 
lower parts of Bengal, w here a numher of low Europeans and half- 
castes are settled. — Q, The system of compulsion is in fact an abuse ? 
yl. A great abuse. — Q, And it is confined ’to one district? yl. It is 
confined to the whole of Bengal. — Q. Is it general throughout Ben- 
gal ? >'/. It is now' heccmiing more general everyday. W'hen 1 first 
knew Bengal, it w as confined to the districts near Calcutta, Kishnagur 
and Jesspre principally. — Q, Is the compulsory cultivation of indigo 
general throughout those districts? yj. 1 believe it is. — Q, And the 
perfect impdtence of the law to protect the natives against it? yl,l 
believe it is ; hiit I heg, in addition to those two districts, to add three 
or four more — najesliaye, Purneah, Malda, and Moorshedahad. — 
Q, Throughout those districts, is the conditiem pf the ryot cultivating 
indigo materially w'orse than that of other ryots, speaking generally, 
otherwise than in tlie instance of a very hail master ? u4, I speak in 
reference to the three or four first districts I first mentioned merely 
from report; I speak of Moorshedahad and Malda tVoin wliat T have 
myself seen. — Q, Of wduit date? y/. In 1825, and lS2h ; and Isay 
decidedly, that the .state of the ryots in those distri4*ts is in a very 
deplorable condition, as compared with the other ryots in th(‘ same 
districts who do not cultivate indigo. 



injured ; that the Petitioners will always receive with thankfulness 
any iiiiprovenient hy wliieh European talent and skill can promote 
their happiness and the g’eneral prosperity of their country, but thi! 
Petitioners most hunihly remind the House, tliat the British Leg-is 
laliire has given to the natives of India the most solemn pledge that, 
in the prosecution (»f their improvements, the propt*rty, laws, usages 
and religion of the Petitioners will ho respected ; that the Petitioners 
most solemnly declare their opinion, that if the unrestrieted resort 
to and residence in India, now sought hy the Britisli inhabitants of 
Calcutta, he granted hy the House, this pledge cannot lie redeemed, 
Hrnily persiiade<l as I lie J^etitioiu'rs are, that the rights already from 
time immemorial involv<*d in every part of their country, eannol 
<*ontinue co-cxistont with those which the most limited Colonization of 
Europeans would neeessarily introduce. 

“ 'J’he Petitioners cannot doulil that in the ON'ent of colonization 
being allowed by the House, the local governnnmt of that eonntry 
would rt'gard, it as a primary duty to prottn t and encourage the 
colonists st'eking to obtain a setthmienf and a home in their domi- 
nions; hut the Petitioners humbly represent to the House that, situat- 
ed as the iiati\(!s of that country are, this support and encourage- 
ment would, in almost all causes, he given at the ex}>ense of the pre- 
sent owners of ;ho soil, and would lead inevitably to the ultimate ruin 
and degradation ot the very people for whose advantage the measure 
is now so ignorantly proposed to the House. 

“ 'J'hat the Petitioners, as is well known, ai e prevented hy theii 
customs of caste, usages, and religion, from enjoying a jirivilege 
similar to that M hieh it is the object of tlie British inhabitants td 
Calcutta to obtain for British subjects; and tliat, however much they 
may he inundated hy foreigners settling on their lands and becoming 
possessed of tlieir property, they would he doomed to remain in 
poverty and degradation on their native soil, where a people differ- 
ently situated would find relief from emigration. 

“That the Petitioners, a fid more especially the labouring and ma- 
nufacturing classes of natives, are already s u fieri iig .grievous hard- 
ships in consequence of those principles in trade and commerce 
which the Petitioners are told are iu>w actuating the English coun- 
cils, not being extended to the produce of that country, while every 
encouragement is lield out to the exportation from England to that 
country of the growth and produce of foreign as well as English 
industr)% and while many thousands f)f the natives of that country, 
who a short time ago derived a livelihood from the growth of cotton 
and the manufacture of cotton goods, are wilhout bread in eonse- 
qiience of the facilities afforded to the pioduce of America and the 
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manufacturing industry of England ; and the article of sugar, to the 
production of which the lands of the Petitioners might be turned, is 
loaded with such heavy duties in England as effectually to shut the 
market against the industry of the East- Indians when turned to this 
particular commodity. 

“These evils already weighing so hcavily'on tlie Petitioners, would 
be tenfold increased, in their opinion, were the prayer of the Pritish 
inhabitants of Calcutta agreed to by the Ihmse, and the coimexion 
between England and India, which lias hitherto provt‘d a mutual 
blessing and advantage to both, be converted into a most direful mis- 
fortune to the Petitioners.’" 

There) is not a line of the foregoing petition wliicli is not 
pregnant with instruction and sound policy for the guidance 
of Parliaoient ; but as regards the former part of the petition 
(the latter is alluded to in tlie ehapter on Free-trade), it may 
be said, these arc the sentiments of bigots, of men who are 
ready to take alarm at the slightest innovation ; let us there- 
fore hear what Rajah Rammohun Roy says in his answers to 
the queries of tne Board of Control ; no one will stigmatize 
the Rajah as an ‘‘ alarmist,’' a lover of exploded theories or 
doctrines, — ^but Rammohun Roy is well acquainted with tlie 
truth of the allegation, that the character, manners, lan- 
guage, customs, religion, modes of thinking, prejudices, &c. 
are so essentially different, as to present an insuperable har- 
rier, at least for ages, to the European and the Hindoo being 
united by the associations and connexions of domestic life, 
or by national interest or feeling, and that a fearful collision 
must inevitably he the result. 

The following is the Rajah’s testimony, which is highly 
confirmatory of the sound and humane policy of the Com- 
pany- 

Rajah Rammohun Roy on Colonization. 

Q. ** Would it be advantageous or the reverse, to admit Europeans 
of all descriptions to become settlers ? — A. Such a measure could 
only be regarded as adopted for the purpose of entirely supplanting the 
native inhabitants, and eapcllmg them from the country ; because it is 
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v)bvious, that there is no resemblance between llio hipfher and edu* 
<-ated (‘lasses of Europea?is and the lower and uneducated classes. 
'I'he difference in characler, opinions, and sentiments, between the 
European and the Indian race, particularly in soeied ami reli^n'ous 
matters, is so p^reat, that the two races could not j)o^sihlv exist as ojie 
caunmnnity in a country co'rKjut red by the forincr, unless they were 
assimilated hy constant intercourse, continued and increased fora long 
jjei iod of years uuder a strong and rigorous system of police, in every 
villager large and small ; an establishment so expensive, however, that 
tlu* pre*<ent revenues of India could not support it. Such an assimi- 
lation has, in some measure, taken place at Calcutta, from the daily 
<'ommuni(‘atiori of many of the respectable members of both comuiu- 
nitic s; yet even in that ca])ital, though the seat of government, and 
numerous polic»‘ officers arc placed at almost every hundred yards, the 
cominou Europeans are often disposed to annoy the native inhabitants. 
Without capital, the humble classes of European society could not in 
a hot country compete with the native labourers, who are aeeusttuued 
to the climate, and from their very habits of life in regard to food, 
elothes, and lodging, can subsist on at least one-sixth, if not one-tenth 
pf what is rc(piired hy an European labourer ; consetpiently, the latter 
would not find his situation at ail improved, hut the very reverse, hy 
emigrating to liulir. 

Q. ** Would the judicial system as at present estaldished, he suffi- 
<‘ient to control the European settlers in the interior of the country r’’ 
— A. ‘‘ At present, British-bom subjects are not amenable to tlu‘ 
Company’s courts, except as regards small debts under XoO, and lor 
petty cases of assault ; coiisccjuently under the present regulations, 
the courts as now established are by no means competent to exercise 
an adequate control over British-born subjects in the interior.” 

In the foregoing we find Rammohun Roy agreeing with 
his countrymen in India, although he is at variance with 
them on religious and other topics ; and he is not an indi- 
vidual who would stoop to flatter the Company, or applaud 
their policy at the sacrifice of his conscience ; on the con- 
trary, he plainly shews that the principles of colonization 
now held forth for adoption, if put in execution, could have 
no other eftect than “ entirely to supplant the natine inha^ 
hitants^ and expel them from the country It is but fair 
to let the Company speak for themselves, as to the course 
they have pursued in the system of granting licenses to in- 
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dividiials ; this is amply detailed in a letter from the Court 
of Directors to the Riglit Honourable George Canning, in 
1818, an extract from which contains the following re- 
in«arks : — 

“ The uniform wish of the Court of Directors lias been, on the oiu? 
hand, fiiirly mid honestly to promote ull the objects wliicli appeared to 
them to have Iieen contemplated by the Legislature, in prescribing an 
extension of rnoi’al, intelh*etuiil, and commercial intereourso betwee^n 
the two countries ; and on the other lunid, to avoid any further dejiar- 
tuiH! from the principles of the long-established system of Indian lul- 
ministration than was essentially necessary for the attainment of thosi' 
olijects. In the rosjmnsible, delicate, and somewhat invidious situation 
in which they are placed, t]ie\ have thonglit it e<juall\ incoiisislent 
with their obligation to grant unlimited facilities, and to start eajitions 
objectiims; they have eiub‘avonied to proportiini means to legitimate 
ends — to distinguisli lietween reasonable and groundless applications, 
and to consult the wishes of individuals, as far as was compatible with 
the paramount interests of the public/’ 

t 

The Court, in specifying the different classes of apjili- 
cants for permission to ])roceed to and settle in Indi:i, 
observe at considerable length on the motives wbieli liave 
influenced their decisions ; for instance.^ schoolmasters and 
missionaries were ])ermitted; barristers and attornies ac- 
cording to the supply in demand for the Su})remc Courts ; 
])artncrs in mercantile houses, or assistants, with an expec- 
tation of becoming partners, ]jermitted ; mechanics, so 
many as would be of service in instructing the natives in 
several branches of knowledge; ladies, if of good cha- 
racter, or sent for by their relatives ; mere clerks in any 
branch of business, or domestics, the Court have been un- 
willing to allow' permission to, for it is well known that 
excellent writers and servants can be had in the greatest 
abundance among the natives and Indo-Britons abroad, 
who have no right to be thrown out of employ in Calcutta, 
by reason of there being a supply greater than the demand 
for those persons in England. Since 1814, the Court of 
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Directors have granted permission to one hundred and six 
young men to proceed to India to join indigo factories ; only 
eleven applicants were objected to, and those because they 
had no probable ])rospects of obtaining a subsistence in 
India. The total nlimber of European indigo planters 
and their assistants in Bengal is now four hundred and 
seventy- three, and so far from this body being treated with 
hardship, one of the sitting stipendiary magistrates of Cal- 
cutta was raised to his present station on the bench from 
an indigo factory at Kishnaghur. A Parliamentary return 
states the number of Eurojiean residents, not in tl)e service* 
of his Majesty or tlie Company, to be as follows: 


I 


1 

Jisll. 

' 

is:ji.* 

1 

Hoiigal 

1,100 

i,.505 

2,201 

Fort St. (loor^e 

11.5 

1U> j 

12.5 

Hond)av i 

240 

280 

331 

PeruirijH', Ma.ucra, and Sineapore | 

10 

10 

30 

Total 1 

.. . 1 

l,5(tl 



2,016 

2,«H7 


It is true that the Com})any exact security bonds from 
the persons proceeding to their territories : but that regu- 
lation is not confined to the free traders, it apjdies equally 
to their own covenanted servants, who have entered into 
bonds since 1814, which average £*100,000 per annum; 
if, therefore, the Cnni])any^s Government have deemed it 
necessary that their own servants, under immediate control, 
liable to a loss of situation, pension, &c., should conqJy 
with such demands for tlie better security of the territories 
entrusted to the government of the Company, how much 
more so is it with regard to those who have but an indirect 
interest in the maiptenance of tranquillity ! I say that the 
European residents in India have but an indirect interest 

* I have added iKil, fioru the lilust- Jiidia Ue^ihler tor May 1S32. 
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in the preservation of tranquillity in the British dominions 
in the East ; I might go much farther, and say that they 
have a direct interest in the very reverse ; for example, 
while the Burmese war was being carried on, the merchants 
in India made immense fortunes by the expenditure of the 
Company in military stores, provisions, hiring of trans- 
ports, &c. ; a great portion of the twelve or fifteen mil- 
lions sterling which the war cost, passed thnnigh tlieir 
hands. But when the contest had terminated, liow did 
they act Did they say to the Company ‘’s Government, 
“ you have been at an immense expense in preserving the 
city of Calcutta from being attacked by the Burmese, by 
making a diversion on the enemy at Rangoon and Arracan ; 
you had a full treasury previous to the war, and you liad 
not only to expend the surplus money in hand, but, in 
order to preserve your western dominions from internal in- 
surrection, and your eastern frontier from external aggres- 
sion, you were obliged to borrow ten or twelve millions 
sterling, a great part of which we acknowledge to have 
received; we therefore think it but just that we should 
contribute in a moderate proportion to the liquidation of tlie 
debt, particularly as our native brethren are already very 
heavily taxed for the expenses of the state did the 
Indian European merchants apt in this noble manner? 
No; they grasped at every thing they could, while the 
contest lasted ; applauded the Government for its spirited 
perseverance, but 

The war being over and the expenditure lightened, 

They pocketed the cash, and the Company slighted. 

The imposition of a stamp tax in the city of Calcutta, 
raised a hue and cry, which was re-echoed by the London 
agents ; alarming and false petitions were })rcscnted to 
Government ; and the great firms of Messrs. So and So, 



221 


did all but “ sit dhurna,’*’ after the manner of their Be- 
nares brethren, when a house tax was about to ])e im})Osed. 
I mention this circumstance to shew that a war m India is 
benelicial for the European merchants, who will not con- 
tribute for its support, but, with all their ))retended philan- 
thro))y and libc*rality, are as ready to shift the burthen off 
their own shoulders as they are to— 

JMiiko hay while the sun shines.” 

Supposing tlnit some Europeans in the service of Run- 
jeet Singh were to stir up that }3otcntate to war ; that a few 
of the newly arrived ‘‘colonists” were to instil “leprous 
drops” into the ears of the despots who have been dethroned, 
for the purpose of causing a disturbance' in India ; will any 
one who knows any thing of human nature, assert that it 
would not be acceptable to the Indian merchants ? 

Granting that they were compelled to pay a portion of 
the expenditure, they would look forward to gi'catcr gains ; 
the very men who arc now peaceful shopkeepers in Calcutta, 
would instantly become camp suttlers, and those who have 
mixed in the various classes of European society in India, 
must have heard the frequent observation, “ Oh ! we 
want a war with some one to set the ruj)ees afloat.” 

We see, therefore, that there arc several cogent reasons 
for the policy pursued by the Company ; — First, the hold- 
ing out to their European civil and military servants in- 
ducements to consider England and not India as their home, 
has prevented the deterioration of the dominant race, and 
preserved them from exhibiting before their inferiors that 
senility which so rapidly ensues in a tropical climate, 
and before which human genius, wisdom, and energy, be- 
come prostrate a continued accession of vigorous mind 

• Colonel Hopkinson mentions that during thirty-one years’ service 
in India, during which time he had an opportunity of seeing children 
in groat nund)ors,of European blood, yet l)c <‘ould not recollect above 
one instance where one of these children attained maturity. 
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has therefore been constantly brought into action for the 
government of India, going handdn-hand with the im- 
proved spirit of the age, and operating as fresh stimuli 
to leaven the mighty mass of mortality over which it cir- 
culates, — as vast avalanches from the cloud-capt Himalaya 
perennially descend to purify the mountain torrent, quicken 
the languid tributary streams, and ‘give renovated im~ 
pulse to the majestic waters, which sweep over thousands of 
miles in eagerness to join their parent source. Secondly, 
there arose the necessity of preserving internal tranquillity, 
in a state so vast, so extraordinary, and so (‘oinplicated as 
that of British India, where the political fermentation has 
not yet subsided, and where, as has been rightly observed^ 
the bulk of the people arc t(K) imperfectly acquainted with 
the structure of our social institutions, not to cou})le the 
acts of individual or unofficial Englishmen with the policy 
of their rulers, — a necessity which, as Mr. Holt Mackenzie 
says in his recent evidence, ‘‘ requires that a much greater 
])ower must be left to the executive government of the 
Indian empire than would be fairly claimed or exercised at 
home — ^a power of deportation similar to that vested in 
the secretary of state by the aljen act with regard to 
foreigners ; a power,’*’ says Mr. Mackenzie, which I do 
not think could be altogether taken away from the local 
Government.” But it is said, this power checks mercantile 
enterprize. Those who make use of the argument, and at 
the same time boast of the great progress which the free- 
trade has made in India since 1814, must have most ac- 
commodating consciences; at one moment they cry out 
look what the private merchant has done since the trade 
was thrown open, look at the immense indigo culti- 
vation !” the next moment they turn short round and 
bawl as lustily, Oh i it is impossible that free-trade can 
flourish while the power of deportation exists with the 



Indian autliorities.''' I re])ly to these? ^onilenien l)y again 
Huoting the evidence of Mr. Mjickenzie, whose testimony 
l)elore the Committee was certainly not biassed ii^ favour of 
his late honourable masters: he says, ‘‘ tlie exj^Tienee of 
the Indian merchants of the principles of the government, 
has rendered them very little apprehensive of any misuse of 
the existing power of deportation.’’ jVlr. Mackenzie adds : 

only two eases have occurred during lifteen years/" These 
1 su|)p()se were Mr. Huckingham and Mr. Arnott ; not two 
merchants or traders, but two talented })olitical writers, a 
i lass of men of whom it is well .said by the noble bard, — 

“ "flioir hronlb is af>;ifation, ;n\(l thoir life 
A sfonii, whereon they riile, so sink \\i Inst ; 

Aral \et so nursed nnd bi^’olted lo sirite, 

’flint should their days, survivinir ptnils past. 

Melt to enlin Iwilijjbt, they feel o‘er<*ast 
\A"itb sorrow and supineness, and so die: 

K'(‘n Hs a. tbune unfed, which runs to waste 
With its o'vn flickering; or a swonl laid hy, 

Which eats into itself, and rusts in;4‘loriously." 

But so chary of their power have the Indian government 
ht'en, that I am informed by a gentleman now in London, 
and writing violently, under tlie auspices of a certain par-^ 
liamentary aspirant, that himself and two other political 
writers in India whom I might name, were trying to force 
the government to deport them. Two of the trio have 
shifted the scene of action to England, and the other is 
pursuing a more moderate, and, as he Avill ultimately hud, 
a more beneficial course for bis country, if that be his 
object, and a more profitable one for himself. 

Mr. Holt Mackenzie does not stand alone in his opinion ; 
he is supjKjrted even by Mr. Rickards, wlio says : “ It 
has been thought necessary hitherto to guard the natives 
of India against violence and oppression on the part of 
Europeans by prohibiting their going into the interior, and 
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perhajis, as matters now stand, t/iat prohibition is neces- 
However, as it does not appear probable that tlie 
Company would undertake the government of India if 
divested of this power, guarded as its exercise is by tlie 
commanding effect of public opinion in England and in 
India, I pass to the consideration of the third branch of 
the subject, namely, the restrictions which have existed, and 
still exist, to the purchase of land in India by Europeans. 

T. H. Baber, Esq., whose warm attachment to the natives 
of India, as well as to genuine freedom, needs no comment, 
says in his evidence before the Lords (6th April 1860) : — 

** I should he very apprehensive that Europeans settlinpf and oceu* 
pyinp: land would be extremely prejudicial to the interests of the 
natives. 

Q, By occupyin^T* land, do you mean holdiiig by lease? — A. Yes ; 
holdinfj;^ it on any terms. 

“ Q. In what way would it be prejudicial to the natives, if the natives 
let the land to the j)eople on their own terms ; the question not refer- 
ring; to the indiserinnnate introduction of Europeans, hut a person 
wishingfto establish himself for the purpose of carrying; on business ? — 
A. From the tendency of the strong to oppress the weak, M'hich T have 
seen wherever Europeans have been in the interior, at a distance from 
European stations ; and the people would not complain against tlnun 
nine times in ten, partly through fear, and partly from want of the 
means to subsist themselves from their cultivations and homes, and 
to pay their road expenses, &c. 

“ Q. So that if any person, be his character what it might, should 
apply for permission to establish himself, it would be wise policy, in 
your opinion, to refuse him permission ? — A, Certainly; and another 
objection is, I think, that whatever the character of the European was, 
his superior intelligence would give him such a decided superiority 
over the native operatives, that the whole industry of the country 
would centre in him.” 

I might quote whole pages of testimony such as Mr. 
Baber’s to shew the grounds of the Company’s policy ; 
whether such humane principles deserve the opprobrium 


* Evidence before the Lords, Q. 3976. 



wliicli lias been cast on them, I leave to the public to 
jud^e. The prohibition against purchasing land was first 
directed against the Company’s own servants, for fear they 
should take advantage of their situations, and become 
possessed of a great ])Ortion of the landed property of the 
country. On the introduction of European residents, it was 
absolutely as necessary to extend the prohibition to them ; 
but of late years, as the natives have become more firmly 
seated in their estates, and better able from their general 
knowledge to resist encroachment, jiermission for Euro- 
peans to hold lands on lease, for the cultivation of coffee, 
cotton, sugar, &c. has been granted; and of late years the 
Bengal government has extended the ])cnod of lease to I 
think eiglity years ; the Court of Directors, as 1 hear, have 
however, in conformity with the humanizing policy hereto- 
fore pursued, restricted the term to twenty-one years. 

That this pe’*iod is quite sufficient for the objects con- 
templated, will be seen by the evidence of Mr. Harris 
(21st May 1821, Lords), who cultivated for many years 
36,000 beegas of land ; and of Mr. Dunlop, w ho occupied 
about 25,000 beegas, or 12,000 acres of land. 

Mr. Harris w as thus questioned : — 

“ 4248. Do you appri'hoDcl, tliat if. Europeans generally were 
enabled to hold leases, the production and manufacture of indigo 
would he iTicrease<l y — I should think not much; all tlie liuids tittiul 
for it almost are in cultiTation ; a certain (piantity of land must 
remain to cultivati* l ice, and other necessaries of food. A certain 
proportion only of the ryot's land can he put into cultivation for 
indigo. 

4249. Must not the amount of indigo produced depend upon the 
demand for it? — Yes. 

“ 42.50. 4'hat demand would not he increased by tin* Europeans 
holding lands ? — No. 

“ 42.51. Therefore neither the eiiltivatioii of indigo, mu* its luaiiU' 
faciture, would be at all iueroased by an alteration of tin* law ? — 1 <Jo 
not see that it Mould he increased hv an alteration of the law.’ 
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Mr. Harris a gentleman of great experience, here distinctly 
states that neither the quantity of indigo produced, nor 
the demand for it, would be increased by Europeans l>eing 
enabled to hold lands; and Mr. A. C. Dunlop admits, that 
‘‘ Europeans have the same facility for engaging in the 
cultivation and manufacture of sugar, as tlicy have for 
engaging in the culture and manufacture of indigo."’’ 
(Lords 611.) 

Mr. Harris say, that lie thinks “ a twenty-one years" 
lease would be sufficient to enable the European specu- 
lator to derive the full benefit from the employment of his 
capital."" P.581. 

There is one thing certain — colonization cannot be instan- 
taneous ; it is therefore necessary to enquire what would 
be the immediate, and what the remote eflects thereof. 

Satisfactory conclusions may be arrived at by reasoning 
from local experience and analogy. The following opinion 
of Mr. Chaplin, is in unison with that of many other 
individuals, who have a thorough knowledge of the natives 
of India. Sec evidence of Mr. Chaplin, 4th Oct. 1831, 
as follows : — 

‘‘ 5302. What would bo iho offoct, in your opinion, of allownnf>^ 
Europeans to resort to India, and r<*side there without restraint? — If 
totally unrestricted, I should think the measure an extreme danjj^erous 
one, and one that Wnd ciuntaalli/ ta shake the ir hole fabric of 

our government. Everybody is aware of the tenaoity with which the 
Hindoos adhere to their customs and prejudices, and 1 fear if Euro- 
peans of the lower, or even inidaiinp;’ order, were unrostri<;tedly 
allowed to reside in tin’ interior of India, those prejudices and cus- 
toms would be (ronstantly liable to be invaded. 

“ 5332. You state that you think the ji^overnnient mif>ht be brought 
into contempt; wd)at do you mean by bringing the government into 
contempt?— I allude generally to the lower orders of Europeans, who 
unquesticnahly would be in frequent collison with tlie natives of the 
tountry. The differ nice in ihrir habits and eiistonts would often 

give rise to broils between ihemy and these would lead to popular tumults^ 
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and eventually perhaps to insurrection, in which the native ai'my would 
join, and thtrre would be an end altogether of our Indian emxpire, 

“ 5333. From what you know of the Deturan, do you conceive it 
possible that an individual of dissolute habits could continue in that 
countryj for one month ? — No; hut we know they constantly do 
attempt it. • 

“ 5334. The u]>shot of your opinion is, that if individuals were 
€‘stahlishod generally in that p'^rtof tlie country, some increased jjolice 
or magisterial power wojild he necessary? — T think we should reejuire 
a magisterial ])owor in every villap^e. 33ie lower orders look upon 
the natives with the f^reatest contempt, and usually evince that con- 
t(‘mpt hy callinj^ tliem damned hlark fellows, 

“ 5335. AVliat are the lower orders of whom you now speak ? — I 
am alluding- to the allowing: hhiropeans of the lower orders to gfo there 
and colonize. 

“ 533(>. You say that the lower orders are in the habit of speakinp- 
with contem])t of tho natives? — ICuropeuns, even of the middling 
orders, on their lirst arrival, look upon the. natives with p:reat con- 
t(‘ni[)t, and not unfre<|uently apply to them the appellation I have 
stated, of damned black felloivs,"' 

Mr. Chapliirh sentiments arc re-echoed by Rajah Rammo- 
hun Roy ; and Mr. Rickards himself makes the admission 
of Europeans contingent on ‘‘ adetjuate protection to the 
persons and property of the natives:” (Lords IRh May 
1850.) But the difficulty of Eurojieans purchasing lands 
any where, except perhaps where the territory is under the 
zemindarry system, will be apparent, on considering the 
village corporations which exist throughout the far 
greater part of India^ and which are thus described by 
the intelligent Ccffonel Briggs, author of an able work on 
the land tax of India; — 

“ I lind in all villnjres three classes of cultivators : one cultivator, 
who has a riji^lit of sell i up;- liis land and of payinjy a certain fixed sum 
to p,'overnment ; another cultivator, who has not a rijrht of selling his 
laud, but a ri»ht of occuj)aucy ad infinitum, so lonj^ as he pays a cefr- 
tairi sum to government, and a certain portion alst» in fees to the first 
descrij)tion of cultivators; there is also a third cultivator, who comes 
from other villages, and cultivates by af>:reement, ‘from year to year, 
'rhose persons have quite distinct riglits ; and 1 think any ryotwarry 
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settJeiueiit which giive to all classes the sumo rij>;hts, would be doing- 
injustice to other parties. 

“ 4070 . Where such a A ariety of rights exists in the village, would 
it not be very inconvenient for an European to obtain a lease of any 
large portion of land thus eircunistanced ? — T do not know how any 
Europeans could occupy lands in India, the govi rumviit nu rr I 0 

give iqt ihe waste lands, H'hirh theg now claim undt r the zrwindang 
settlement, or in places where zemindanp settlements have heen made, 
and the ivholc of the land had hern made ot^er to the. zemindars as pro- 
prietors, in the permanent settlement of Jit ngal. 

“ 4l)S(). Do you concei\ e it would be possil)]e for eitlier of tin' classes 
of cultivators you have alluded to, to lease to any others y—Ae. 

41/J.3. Does the same jealousy as you haAc described in the Ra- 
jah, Avith respect to the accjuaintance witli English literature or 
English habits, extend to other chiefs and jn-rsoiis of an inferior 
description? — I think, gt'nerally, to the upper class. 

“ 4154. Not to the loAver? — Perhaps not to the lower; they do not 
much think of it. 

“ 4155. Does the potail appoint the inferior officers, or ari' they 
elected by the natives? — I had not an opportunity of knoAving that, 
from seeing any A'illage newly created, but tin* impression on my 
mind is that they Avere. In most ])arts villages appc'ur to be divided 
into six, eight, ten, or tAA’enty original shares; those AV(‘re probably 
the original proprietors of the wdiole land ; these divisions Inwe 
become minutely subdivided, the entire shares being still recognized, 
and are called after the names of the original propriet(»r.s. I’liose 
proprietors prcdiably appointed the village officers, such as the car- 
penter and blacksmith, and other village officers knoAvn to exist in 
CA'ery village. In India they ha\e a curious mode of retaining the 
knowledge of the limits of village^, hy a])j)ortioning lands for domes- 
tic officers on the borders of the village, beyond the ordinary course 
of tuiltiA ation. This being the case in all A'illages, it is very easy to 
recognize them, for each man knoAvs which is his particular field.” — 
Lords, iHth May 18.30. 

Now, let US inquire wliat are the advantages to be derived 
from upsetting the whole system of policy by which India 
has been hitherto so safely and so beneficially governed. 
Mr. Crawfurd, and the herd who follow like a pack what- 
ever their leader tells them, says, ‘‘ Oh, look what tlte 
free-trader has done ! lie has introduced lac dye into 
Kngland since 1814; (for a refutation of tins, vide chapter 
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on Free Trade :) and since the throwing open of the trade, 
he cultivated one article to an immense extent — indigo.’' — 
It is almost a pity to demolish tliis hobby. 

Even if it were true that we are indebted to the free- 
trader and settler for indigo, it woidd rather make for, than 
against, the Company, by shewing that the restrictions which 
state expediency and humanity impose are not of so rigo- 
rous a nature as to imjxxle commerce ; but, waiving that 
point, I ask Mr. Crawfurd wliy he forgot to tell his con- 
stituents that indigo has no tax imposed on it, but tl)at 
East-Iiulia sugar has not only a heavy duty, but a 
cwt. more laid on it than on West-India sugar? When 
Mr. C. lK)asted of the rapid extent of sugar cultivation at 
the Mauritius, why did he forget to state, that it was con- 
sequent on the reduction of the duty from tlie East-India 
rate to the AVest-India rate ?* Why did he omit to state 
with Mr. Han is, that the same facilities existed for the 
cultivation of sugar as for that of indigo ? And, in line, . 
why has lie not stated whether tlie supply has not been 
greatly in excess of the demand, and that many tliousand 
chests of indigo are now rotting in the I.ondon stores for 
want of a purchaser ? And now’ as to the merit of the in- 
troduction of indigo being due to the free-trader since 1814. 
Edmond 4V*rrey, cha})lain to Sir Thomas liowe, published 
a Avork in 1655 (after sjiending with his master upwards of 
two years at the court of the Great Mogul), in which he 
states : “ the most staple commodities of the empire are 
indico and cotton-wool and in a manifest of the cargoes 
of the ships ‘Welcome,’ ‘Christopher,’ and ‘ xVllome,’ in 
1655, it is noted that there were on board, among other 

* The author was at this island before, and sul>a’(juent to, the 
reduced duty; tlu’ change almost iinmediatrly caused 1)\ lliL'nn'asure 
was truly wnndert'ul 



articles enumerated, ‘‘ seventy bales of Agra indico, seventy 
bales of Cirques indico,” &c. &e. 

Thus we see that, nearly two hundred years ago, indigo 
was a staple commodity of India ; unfortunately I have not 
the papers before me to shew that the first Europeans by 
whom its cultivation and manufacture were set on foot 
were gentlemen in the Company's service; but I have beside 
me a letter from Mr. Jacob, an indigo factor now residing 
in Jessore, which contains the following passage, and de- 
monstrates vvhat indeed the writer admits, that ‘‘indigo 
factories were principally established by commercial resi- 
dents and civil surgeons” in the Company’s service : — 

T shall anticipate the prompt admission of ‘the fact, that indip^o 
factories principally cstahllshcd by commercial rt\si dents and civil 
surgeons, and in support of this position, 1 shall (juote the larj»e pro- 
portion of the Jessore factories formerly })ossessed, as far back at 
least as 1 can recollect, by Mr. Williams, commercial resid(*nt at ( ’oiner- 
colly, and Mr. Barnes, assistant surgeon at Jessore; by the commer- 
cial resident of Santipore, in the Hoogly andNuddea district; by iMr. 
Droz, commercial resident at Cos.simbazar ; and the Honourable iMr. 
Ramsay, ditto at Jungypore and in Moorslu'dahad. Mr. Ballard, 
assistant surgeon of Rampore, Bauleah, had a great portion of Raje- 
shahyc. Mr. Lamb, ditto of Malda. I think 1 recollect the medical 
man of Shahubad, or Arrah, extensively engaged in indigo. In Chu- 
prah districts, Mr. Middleton, the resident at Revel (xunge, swayed 
the indigo concerns. At Buxar, Mr. Thomas Toone, a civilian, son 
of the general in command of the invalid jaghire was a, if not the, 
principal planter. In Ghazeeporc and Azimghur, first Mr. Ryder, 
and afterwards Mr, Crommclin and Mr. Sweetland, commercial rcsi. 
dents, had a great portion of those districts. In Bcnarc's, Mr. Veld, 
civil surgeon. In Mirzapore, Mr. Turnbull, ditto. Further up the 
river I shall not proceed, my reminiscence being scorched by an 
approach to the infernal regions of the Doab.” 

But if the testimony of Mr. Jacob be not considered con- 
clusive, perhaps an examination of the quantity of indigo 
imported into Great Britain from India previous to the end 
of the last century, up to the commencement of the throw- 



ing open the trade, and subsequently to it, may be. A docu- 
ment has been laid before Parliament to this effect ; I have 
only beside n>e an extract from it, which is as follows : — 
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So then it appears that tlu‘ quantity of indigo imported 
into England was as follows : — 

179(»an(l 1798 Jb>s. 7>75(1,34.5 

• 1821 and 1822 (),42(),l89 


Jiccrease lbs. 1,. 330,1 5(1 


And in 1807 the quantity was greater than in 1827. I.«et 
us h(‘ar no more bt)asting about the free-trader and indigo : 
there are no fortunes now made by it, in India or in Eng- 
land ; Inuidreds of plantations may be bouglit any day for 
one-third of the money that has been ))aid for them; and 
as it concerns the peasantry of India, the (piotation of a 
speech wliich Ibslio]) Hebcr gives is })erliaps too true ; — 

“ 'J4it' iiuli^d is a finr thiiitj;* to put money in fin* j»nrsc of the baboo 
(^•eTjtlt'mai)), but we p(;or j)eo])U* do not want to see it. It raises the 
priee of riee and the rent of land.’' — Remark of a small cultivator to 
Bishop llebi r on the Ganges. 

With respect to India cotton, Mr. Crawfurd contends 
that the only thing requisite for its improvement is colo- 
nization. His evidence, however, is so confused, it is diffi- 
cult to make ‘ head or tail of it’ : I place two passages 
parallel for illustration. 

Is the eotton of J)a<‘<.*u lonj;’ “ Js it or is it not notorious^ 
or short? — I suppose sJkh'I- that tlie finest muslins of India 
staplM were made from Daeea. cotton ? — 

Yes ; the eotton of Dacca appears 
. to be pTown within twenty miles 
<»f the sea, I therefore imapifie it 
may he htip-staplvd fine cotton/^ 



one moment colonization is necessary to grow fine 
cotton in India, it can never he grown without it ; then it 
is admitted that the Dacca cotton is already the finest in 
the world without colonization ; anon Mr. Crawfiird learns 
that Dacca cotton is short-stapled^* and he contends tliat 
colonization is re(|uisite to produce the long-staple^ which 
Englisli inacln’nery reejuires; yet presio^ he finds out th.it 
Dacca cotton is really Mong-staplecr cotton, tlioiigh not 
the result of colonization ! 

The fiict is, cotton is a plant which delights in certain 
soils and climates, the shrubby species flourishing best in 
a dry sandy clay near the sea-shore; the creeper cotton, 
which is of very fine (juality, })referring the sea-shore, and 
a reddish earthy soil which is to be found along the eastern 
coast of Africa;* and the gigantic tree with its ponderous 
silky ])ods, attaining a greater size and beauty in tropical 
climes, but on mountains or table-land elevated much above 
the level of the sea.*f Colonization has, therefore, as little to 
do with cotton as it has with indigo ; and with respect to 
coffee, the berry, it is well known, has its favourite habitudes 
as well as tea or cotton. I have drunk coffee in very many 
different parts of the world on the spot where it has been 
grown, and in no two places have I ever found its taste 
alike ; the climate or soil of Bengal is not suited to the 
production of coffee, and if all the skill and capital of 
Europe were transported thither, it would not change 
nature ; but if the home Government can be shamed into 
something like decent treatment of the natives of India, 
and abstain from charging on Eastern coffee from one hun- 


• Some of the finest of this speeies 1 found at De la (ioaHay, and 
at Sofala, the Ophir of Solomon. 

t The finest trees of this kind which T have seen were on the tahle- 
land of Ceylon, about 3,000 feet above the le\ el of the sea, particularly 
at Taldeina, Badulla, and Fort McDowell. On the tal)le-Iand of 
Atada^ascar, T have also seen them in great perfection. 
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(Ired to nearly four hundred per cent.,* tliey will do more 
to improve its culture and extend its consumption, than by 
sanctioning any visionary attempts at improving the one 
or augmenting the other by colonization. 

And with regard t6 sugar, let the members of a llritish 
Parliament jieruse the petition I liave given in the preced- 
ing part of this chapter ; they will lind the true reason for 
the depressed state of the sugar trade in India, as coin- 
])ared with other countries; and on reading the just com- 
plaints of the native's at their bar, when crying for redress, 
they (Higlit to blush at the paltry, pettifogging system of 
legislation that has been ado])ted towards India, which 
is indeed an indelible disgrace to England ; a nation of 
shopkeepers,"’ say the Hindoos, who tliink of nothing 
but their own immediate advantage, and who would force 
their goods on India, while draining them of their wealth, 
without giving the slightest ecpiivalent in return 1 What 
are the West-India Islands in com])arison with the Anglo- 
Eastern Empire ? If swallowed up by an earthquake, 
they M^ould not me missed out of one corner of Hindostan ! 
How much longer will those members of Parliament who 
really have the interest of the Hindoos at heart, suffer 
themselves to be gulled by West-India agents telling them 
that the East and West-India interests are identified P 
How has it been shewn ? The moment there has been a 
talk of reducing the duty on any article (sugar or coffee) 
of East-India produce, which comes in competition with 
West-India produce, a shout is instantly raised for a re- 
duction of duty on the West-India article, not to a level 
with that imported from a far distant hemisphere, but to 
one-third less ! These are reciprocal interests with a 
vengeance ! Instead of being even on an ecpiality in point 

* At prosint, tin* oolVec of ISlahihar or Hi ilish possessions, 

j);jys ;is iimeli dnfy jis Moehn eofVee, the finrs>t in tlie M'orld. 
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of duty, the balance absolutely ought to be in favour of 
the East Indian article. 

It has t]^ow been shewn thjit the idea of colonization 
being necessary for the improved production of sugar, 
coffee, or cotton, -(* is absurd ; the first is manufactured at 
Benares, in a bright, large, and sparkling grain, without 
any aid from European skill;j; or capital, and is exported 
in shiploads to France, where it is preferred for its free- 
dom from acidity for pastry, preserving fruits, and for all 
sorts of confectionery ; this is sufficient to sliew that 
colonization is not the desideratum for its augmented im- 
portation into England. Coffee is grown at Ceylon and 
Malabar of so fine a quality as scarcely to be known from 
Mocha, without a European having ever seen it, until pre- 
pared for roasting; the moist climate of Bengal is not 
well suited for tobacco ; that of Guzerat is excellent ;§ but 

♦ Mr. Baber says, that experiments for the cultivation of su^ar 
have been made in Am^erkandy jdantatiori in iMalal)ar, by the 
late Mr. Brown, and also by another European of the name of Skel- 
ton, at Maiiffalore, hut both ul)andoned it."^ (Jjords 3oU4.) 'J’he reason 
is obvious. If it could he imported into this country at a profit, after 
payinjr the heavy duty, there are plenty of steam enj^ines in (bileutta 
which would be put in immediate recjiiisition. One or two enp^iiies 
have been lyinp^ in the j^odown of Messrs. Mackintosh and Co. at Oal- 
cutta for several years, without a purchaser or employer 

t Mr. R. Davidson, an old, experienced, and intelli»-ent indif^o 
planter, admits that it is as open to the Enj^lish speculator to make 
advances tr) the ryots for the delivery of cotton, as it is for the En- 
f^lish speculator to make advances to the ryots for the delivery of 
indigo, and to ha^e a cotton manufactory instead of an ir)di^o manu- 
factory.” (Lords .S 72 G.) In another part Mr. Davidson says, ** the 
alluvial lands of the Mississippi produce cotton almost without labour, 
which comes of course into competition with India cotton.” 3719. 

X Mr. Rickards says, that exclusive of tine indig-o produced in 
Oude, at least 20,000 chests are actually p^rown and manufactur(‘d by 
natives alone, and that some of the specimens manufactured by 
natives are as fine as the most beautiful products of the European 
factories.” 2815. 

§ Mr. Ritchie, a Bombay merchant, was asked by the Commons 
Committee (7th March 1831), “ Of what (juality is the Guzerat 
tobacco ?"-Very fine.” Mr. R. states it to he a very delicate plant ; 

difierent 



“ T)e non t*st clisputaiirlinn !“’ 

And so long as the tobacco of Virginia or Havannah is 
prefern^d by the public, it will be difficult to change tiie 
taste. The documents before Parliament prove that at 
the j)rescnt moment, as well as during the past years, no 
pains or reasonable expense have been spared by the home 
and Indian authorities,* to im})rove the culture of tlie 
staples of Hindostan. Witney’s saw gins have been pnj- 
cured from Anu'riea, together with every variety of tobacco 
and cotton seed ; premiums and rewards have been offered ; 
Italians luive been sent to India for the benefit of the silk 
manufacture ; West-India sugar-planters have clianged 
Iiemisplieres at the Conipany^s expense for a similar pur- 
pose ; but all these will fail to contend against climate and 
soilf in some articles, and against prohibitory duties in 
England on others. 

(liflFt'rent from the tobacco of North America; a])})roaches more to the 
Brazil, and some of it sold hio:h(‘r than any American tobacco in the 
Knglisli mark(‘t ; it l)MMi^ht (W. p(‘r lb. in bond, when the best 
American was ; in Bombay oS lbs. cost three or three and a half 
rn])ees, Tn anotlnn* jilace he adds, “ the tobacco lands of fJnzerat 
that 1 saw under cultivation, were the cleanest and best farmed land 
J ever saw.’’ J 440. 

* Mr. Ritchie positi\cly declares that capitalists at Bombay are 
not deterred by any stejis taken by the (k)mpany's f^’o\ eminent from 
farniin*;;’ lands ; on the contrary, he observes, very i>reat enconra^c- 
incnt has been ‘’iven to individuals, to J)r. Scott and others; but the 
menrantile houses arc a fjood deal deterred by the want of success of 
three or four establishments. Even the statement of Mr. Oavvfurd, 
that .£1 ,(iH0,0O0 of Indian capital is expended by British-born sub- 
jects on the cultivation and manufacture of indij^o, demonstrates that 
every reasonable encourajj^ement has been ^iven by the Company 's 
Guverninent, for if, as asserted, the revenue from the land be more 
readily raised by the extended culture of indioo, it stands to reason 
that the same would be the case with sutj^ar or any other tropical 
production; while under the system of enp^ap^inj^ with the ryot for so 
uiany bundles of indigo, or so many sugar-canes, or so much uncleaned 
(rotton, the European manufacturer is saved the necessity of sinking 
a large capital in the purchase of land. 

t A peculiar instance of the effects of soil on tin* vegetable king- 
dom is observable at the Sevchelle islands, wln re on one only ( Praslin) 

the 
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With respect to the introduction of British capitjil into 
India, it perfect farce ; * — has one shilling of British 
money e^3^^n exported to India, excej)t by the Com- 
pany It ii ’unnecessary to answer the question : the only 
capital introduced into the country used to be by the 
Americans, I who brought Spanish dollars in exchange for 
Eastern goods ; that trade is now done up. Tliere is, how- 
ever, some bullion exported from China to Bengal, in 
return for the opium transmitted thither; but if tlie desires 
of Mr. Rickards <and ]\Ir. Crawfurd ])e gratified, even that 
resource to India will be denied, and the cliannel will be 
turned to England, who, like the Mmelstroom whirl}) 0 ()l, 
would swallow up every thing, but give forth nothing that 
was of the slightest value. § 

llie ('iK'o-ch’-)iK‘r will flouri'^h, nlUioupfh the other ish's ar(‘ within 
innsket-shot distance, and pre.sent apparently no difference in flieir 
phvsieal appoarance ; the tine Sevchelle cotton, on the contrary, t.n*ows 
best on Main' islo. Another illustration is that of the vine at (’on- 
Rtantia, Cape of (food Hope, and the peculiar tlavour u hich the dif- 
ferent vineyards at Hordeaux (rive to different wines; the cinnamon 
p’own in the fifardens near Colombo i.s uf a different ffavour to that 
hrou;i;ht from Kandy; the currants of Zante are far preferable to 
tho.se of the other volcanic contij^uous ^roup ; but to come nearer 
home, the hop.s of Kent, the apples of Devonshire, the oats of Scot- 
land, and the potatoes of Ireland, all bear a marked variety and cha- 
racteristic from the earth in which they prow, 

• Mr. Davidson admits that a preat portion of the indipn works 
carried on is by means (,f native capital; indeed he rnipht have added, 
that the mercantile houses of all India are, in the appropate, sup- 
ported by native capital. Mr. Ritchie says, ** we have more money 
than we know u hat to do \vith penerally at Bombay.” ((himrnons 
1.508.) The same is the case at IVIadras and Benpal : yet the erv is, 
send out Enplisb capital to India, and this too, at a iiloinent when 
many persons are look inp for a more profitable investment of their 
money in Enpland than in India! 

+ (hdoncl Galloway estimates the quantity of bullion remitted by 
the Company to India from IJOO to 1793 at 42, 080, 8.50. Now the 
Company are obliged to drain India of bullion for remittance to 
Enpland ! 

X For instance, from 1795 to 1805, as Mr. Robert Grant says, the 
Americans imported into India bullion to the amount of 4.'26, 720,470. 

§ Let us suppose, for in.stance, that the wishes of Mr. ('rawfurd, 
Mr. Rickards, and Mr. A\'hitinore, were carried into effect for the 

entire 
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Baffled, perhaps, on tliis jK)int, the enemies of the Cuni- 
])any say, ‘‘ cohaiization will improve the natives.” Let 
those who think so, read the evideiKx* before 1^^^ 
and they will find it confirmatory of the statement of Sir 
Henry Strachey : “ Iti Calcutta, I have reason to believe 
that the morals of the j)eople are worse, in spite of the 
severity of the police and of tlie Ln^lish laws.**'* If this 
will not satisfy an incredulous person, let him visit the 
I.oll bazaar, or tiie Chit])oor road in Calcutta, and observe 
the drunkenness and vice which is practised by those 
Hindoos who are infiuencx-d hy the i‘xani])le of the coloni- 
zation of the preside ncies.+ It is indeed hut too true, that 
the example of the lower class *)f Luro})cans ha^ tended 
mucli to demoralize the inhabitants of thi‘ Britisli posses- 
sions wherever they have come much in contact with tlicni. 


i'litirr of tlu* lliiuloo wtoniM'', ati.! rcduiouf; all tlial class 

of arti/aiis to tlio condition of injfriculturists, what would 1»t; the 


result? 

Population 100,000,000 

AnmmI avonifrc .-.C ft.r cai li ? o.OOO.OOO.OOO vurds. 

inniviniiiil t\vi*Titv VHrns t ' 


At the* avc’rajjfi* price* of OV. per yard .... 12,(100,000,000 pence*. 

(Converted into shillings 1,000,000,000 s))illiiipfs. 

Ditto into £50,000,00(1 sterling. 


Whore* would the Hindoos procure fifty niilHons sterling- to pav for 
calico ? To he sure the advocates of the Lancashire people would not 
care ; this, howe*ver, is a specime*n of so called ‘ liberal principles ' 

• In the event of colonization beii)j;i;' permitted, wbat check would 
there* be to runaway and emancipated convicts finding; their way from 
New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land to India? Several of this 
class of persons do so imvv, and prove serious nuisances ; hut when an 
unrestricted admission of Kun)peans is j)ermitted, hiiiidreds will seek 
an asylum in Ilindostan, as preferable to the al>ode t(» which their 
crimes had condemned tlieiii ; when, therefore, so much has he<'n said 
relative to the expense u hich a low Euroj)ean Avould he at in finding 
his way to India, it should he recollected that he may proceed from 
Now South Wales not only for nothing, hut often be paid for g'oin^' 
the voyaj»‘e. 

t A recent pubfic'ation ^i\es a list of the ti .■nh'*-', &:c. at Calcutta, as 
follows : — 


^5. C.ircu- 



This is particularly visible in the natives of the sea-coast 
provinces of Ceylon, and the hilly tracts of the interior, 
where theie^are few Europeans but the government func- 
tionaries ; in the former the inhabitants are many of them 
incorrigible drunkards, and the criminal calendar of the cir- 
cuit shews their proneness to crime ; murders, robberies, ear- 
slitting, and amputation of the limbs, for the sake of the 
rings and bangles with wliicli they are adorned, being 
unfortunately too prevalent ; but in the Kandian districts, 
crimes arc of unfrequent occurrence. Tins fact with 
resjiect to India, did not escape the acute vision of the 
amiable Heber ; in speaking of the llajpoots lie says, 
some eflects of a favourable nature have been ])roduced 
among them by the intercourse which they have had with 
the English ; the specimens of our nation which they have 
heretofore seen, have on the whole been very favourable ;* 


3 Circulating libraries. 

(3 Booksellers and stationers. 
.3 Music-sellers. 

JO Artists. 

5 Surgeon- apothecaries. 

2 Bo. dentists. 

5 Chemists and druggists. 

(3 Ship-builder.s. 

IG Male seminaries. 

17 Female do. 

4 Boarding-houses, 

3 Hotels. 

G 'J'aA'erns. 

4 Banks. 

,3.3 Mercantile houses. 

10 Housc-lmilders. 

6 Coach -makers. 

7 Cabinet-makers, 

5 Carvers and gilders. 


4 .Tewellors. 

.3 Watchmakers. 
l(t tlentunl shopkeepers. 

Jl Milliners. 

. 0 Tailors. 

I 3 Hair-dressers, 

j 7 Boot and shoe-makers, 
i 5 Provisioners. 

' 8 (General conmiission agents. 

3 Frencli merchants. 

9 Armenian do. 

5 Greek do. 

1 1 Mogul do, 

8 Jew do. 

29 Principalllindoostan bankers, 
13 Bo Bcngallee do. 

15 Marine insurance societies. 

,3 Biver do. officers, 

i 5 Life do. societies. 


3’his is a fair specimen of the gradual ‘ colonization" which is now 
going on at the presidencies, and a complete refutation of Mr. Rick- 
ards’ statement With reference to the European tailors above men- 
tioned, it must be observed, that of native tailors, dirzeca, it is com- 
puted that 10,000 come into Calcutta every morning ! 


• Mr. Holt Mackenzie says, “the habits of the Hindoos are still 
coinparativelv simple.” — Evidence before Parliament, 1832. 
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none of the king’s regiments have yet been sent here, and 
few Europeans of any description cxce})t officers; they 
have therefore seen little of the drunkenness, and violence 
of temper, which has made the natives of our own pro- 
vinces at once fear and despise a Eeringee soldier ; and 
they still therefore -ad mire us,* and wonder at the differ- 
ence of wisdom, morals and ])olicy, which they perceive 
between us and them/’ lleber, p. 71 . 

Neither lias the demoralization of the people of India, 
proceeding from the example of open vice, escaped the 
penetration of the })hil anthropic Rammohun Roy, who 
thus remarks in his able replies to the questions of the 
Hoard of Control : — 

“ From a careful survey and observation of the people and inhabi- 
tants of various ])arts of the country, and in every condition of life, 1 
am of opinion that the ])casants or villajjfors M'ho reside away from larg;o 
towns and head ‘stations and courts of law, arc as innocent, temperate, 
and moral in ih^'ir conduct as the people of any country whatsoever ; 
and the fartluT 1 proceed towards the north and west, the greater the 
lioni‘^f v ^ and simplicity, and independence of character I meet with. 
'J’lio virtues of this class, hovt cver, rest at present chiefly on their pri- 
mitive simplicity, and a stro?ig religious feeling, which leads them to 
expect r<‘ward or punishment for their good or bad conduct, not only 
in the next world, but, like the ancient Jews, also in this ; 2d, the inha- 


• INI r. ^Chaplin, in his evidence before the Lords, March 30, 1830, 
says, “ 27H3. 1 an) not tjuite sure that the admixture of Kuro])eans 
of the middling or lower order with the natives, would have a tendency 
t«) create in them an increased sense of the advantages of living under 
the Kiiglish government. I should be very much afraid that the 
respect and reverence the natives now have for the English, would 
rather be diminislied than increased by mixing with Europeans of the 
middling or lower classes.--2787. A free unrestricted resort of 
Europeans would at no distant period load to the total overthrow of 
our government.— 27Ho. 1 am perfectly sure that native preju- 
dices would be outraged if the lower classes of Europeans came much 
in contact with the natives, and that it would produce hostility to our 
government, and disaffection generally.” Mr. Ritchie, a free merchant 
at Bombay, says, that ‘‘the (kmapany’s authorities having tlie power 
to send persons away, most certainly aflTords them the means of support- 
ing their authority in ihe counlry.’’ lie was asked, “ Q, Would you 
think it advisable that that power should be withdrawn from the Com- 
pany ‘r”—“ Certainly not. 1470.” ' 
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bitants of the cities, towns, or stations who liavc imich intercourse with 
persons employed about the courts of laws by zemindars, &c., and with 
foreij^ners and others in a dilFerent state of civilization, generally 
imbibe their habits and opinions; hence their religions opinions are 
shaken without any other principles bein^ implanted to supply their 
place ; consequently a great proportion of, these are far inferior in 
point of character to the former class, and are very often even made 
tools of in the nefarious work of perjury and forgery. 3d. A third 
class consists of persons who are in the employ of landholders (zemin> 
dars), or dependent for subsistence on the courts of law, as attorneys’ 
clerks, &c., who must rely for a li\elihood on their shrew dness, not 
having geneially sufficient means to enter into commerce or business ; 
these are, for the most part, still w’orse than the sei*ond class, more 
especially w hen they have no prospect of hettcu iug tlieir condition hy 
the savings of honest industry, and no hope is lield out to them of rising 
to honour or affluence by superior merit."’ 

Probably these considerations will be despised, and 
colonization permitted ; but then, English laws, as llani- 
mohun Roy says, and English police, must be intro- 
duced all over India; it is, however, not to be for- 
gotten what has been repeatedly attested before Par- 
liament, that the simplest customs and minutest acts of 
the Hindoo have their origin in his redigious creed. To 
introduce therefore English laws, would be a monstrous 
violation of the promises held forth by the Rritish govern- 
ment, of allowing perfect freedom of present institutions, 
and it would be a direct annihilation of his moral creed ; 
this point, however, will be more fully seen in the Judiciar 
chapter. * It may, however, be said, ‘‘ if we do introduce 

• The evidence of the Honourable IViountstuart Elpliiiistonc before 
the Lords’ Committee in 1830, is conclusive wdth respc’ct to the evils 
which the natives w ould suffer from the projects of colonisation iiow^ 
on the tapia. This enlightened individual says, “ I think that any un- 
restricted residence of Europeans in India w'ould be productive of 
more harm than good.” 

2382. Q, Would not a greater resort of Europeans to the country 
tend to keep down the native population, and to j)revent the natives 
rising to the possession of those offices in wbich y‘>ii tliink it w ould be 
desirable to place them 1 think it cci tainly w ould. If Europeans 

W’CIO 
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our vices aniong the Hindoos^ and suppress their laws, 
yet we shall make them compensation by introducing 
among them the arts of civilized life but let us pause 
and enquire whether the Hindoos, although so long bowed 
down by despotism, ar*e such an uncivilized race, that they 
would profit hy receiving in exchange for a knowledge of 
the arts of life a familiarity with European crimes, an en- 
tanglement in the chicanery and extravagance of Englisli 
jurisprudence, and a loss of their landed projjerty. That 
the latter would be the j^robable result of colonization, has 

wore allowed to witlufut restraint to India, I think many would fjfo 
at first, sorno Avitliout capital, and others ofi speculations which would 
soon reduce them to poverty ; that from the compassion of their 
countrymen in India, and their peater fitness for oflSee, they would be 
introduced into employments to which wo liavohcen of late endeavour- 
ing to introduce the natives ; and that if they formed friendships with 
the EiirotJcans in power, which they have greater moans of doing than 
tlie natives, tlioy would get advantages in other ways. — Q, So that the 
elevation of IIk native, charaoter appears to he inconsistent with the 
more general ros( rt of Europeans to the country? Ineonsisteyt 
with the unrestricted resort. — Q. In your opinion, would it he neces- 
sary to subject the Europeans residing in India to restrictions as well 
as to impose restrietjons on their resort thither ? — jJ, I dojtiot know' that 
any of t he present restric tions could he dispensed with. It would be suf- 
ficient if the (.jovernmeiit had the power of sending them out of the coun- 
try, and of sending them from one district to another, in case of their 
being guillyof any oppression, or creating any great disturbance in any 
particular district, as has liappened sometimes. I am always supposing 
they are not so numerous as to form a very considerable community in 
India. Such a community would be very unruly, and very difficult to ma-^ 
nage, on the part of a government wdiieh must be always arbitrary in its 
character. If there werp a great body of discontented colonists, such as 
at the Cajjc, for instance, I think their clamours would probably weaken 
the government very much with the natives. Their disagreements with 
the natives would also he dangerous; and I tliink there would be a 
great increase of the feeling which there is now only among the low^er 
orders of Europeans in India, of contempt and dislike for blacks. 
There wmuld he a more marked distinction between blacks and whites, 
as there is in all regular colonies. — Q, Where differences arise be- 
tween the Europeans residing in India and natives, by what court 
would they be tried in the provinces? — A, At present, if the differ- 
ences are of small consequence, they would he tried by the local court ; 
hut if of great consequeime, the cause would go to the Supreme Court 
at the Presidency. — Q. Would a poor native have the power of prose- 
cuting an European in the Supreme Courts? — A, No, a poor native 
would not. The only chance would be the Government taking up the 
prosecution, if it were a serious matter. 

K 
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been demonstrated. Mr. Chaplin truly says, If Eu- 
ropeans were allowed to settle in the interior, I liavc no 
doubt it would lead ultimately to the stripping the 
natives of tlieir land, depriving them of every office or 
employment, however subordinate, *and ultimately reduce 
them to the most degraded state of a conquered people.’’ 
(Lords 2793.) 

This is precisely the tenor of Mr. Elphin stone's, Mr. 
Baber’s, (Mr. Rickards’ !) and every individual wlio knows 
the condition of India, and is capable of expressing an 
unbiassed opinion. With respect to the uncivilized state of 
the natives, an answer will be found in the following extract 
from Bishop Heber's writings, and in a passage of Mr. 
Rickards' evidence : — 

“ To say that the Hindoos or Mussulmans are deficient in any 
essential feature of a crivilizcd people, is an assertion which I can 
scarcely suppose to he made by any who have lived with them ; their 
manners are, at least, as pleasing and courteous as those in the cor- 
responding^ stations of life among- ourselves ; their houses are larger, 
and, accordiiig to their wants and climate, to the full as convenient as 
ours ; their architecture is at least as elegant, and though the worthy 
Scotch divines may doubtless wish their labourers to he clad in hod- 
den gray, and their gentry and merchants to wear powder and mot- 
tled stockings, like worthy Mr. — and the other elders of his 
kirk-session, I really do not think that they would gain either in 
cleanliness, elegance, or comfort, by exchanging a white cotton robe 
for the completest suits of dittos. Nor is it true that in the me- 
chanic arts they are inferior to the general run of European nations ; 
where they fall short of us, which is chiefly in agricultural imple- 
ments and the mechanics of common life, they are not, so far as I 
have understood of Italy and the South of France, surpassed in any 
great degree by the people of those countries. Their goldsmiths and 
weavers produce as beautiful fabrics as our own, and it is so far from 
true -that they are obstinately wedded to their old patterns, that they 
shew an anxiety to imitate our models, and do imitate them very suc- 
cessfully, The ships built by native artists at Bombay, are noto- 
riously as good as any which sail from London ot Liverpool ; the 
carriages and gigs which they supply at Calcutta are as handsome, 
though not as durable, as those of Long Acre. In the little town of 
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Monjifhyr, 300 miles from Calcutta, 1 had pistols, double-barrelled 
and difFereht pieces of cabinet-work, broup^ht down to my boat 
for sale, which in outward form (for I know no further) nobody but 
perhaps Mr. — - could detect to be of Hindoo orip;in ; and at Delhi, 
in the shop of a wealthy native jeweller, I found brooches, ear-ring's, 
snuff-hoxes, &c. of the l&test models (so far as 1 am a judp^e), and 
ornamented with French devices and mottos.”* 

The testimony of Mr. Rickards before the Commons 
(19th July 1831) is even more striking than Bishop 
Heber’s. He shews that even the English language is 
acquired by the natives without any aid from Euro- 
peans, whom he terms “ overhearing eonquerorsT* 

“ One of the greatest improvement*?, however, which the mind of 
man is susceptible of, has been made by natives from their own 
exclusive exertions. Their acquirement of knowledge, and parti- 
cularly of the English language and English literature, of which 
there are many examples in Bengal, Madras, and Bombay at the 
present momci-t, is quite astonishing. It may even be questioned 
whether so great a progress in the attainment of knowledge has ever 
been made under like circumstances in any of the countries of 
Europe.” 

2808. Is not that limited to those who have had particular inter- 
course with Europeans? — The examples to which I allude, are 
among natives that have kept up an uninterrupted intercc.jrse cer- 
tainly with Europeans, from residing at the different presidencies of 
India; hut the exertions of those with whom I am acquainted, have 
been altogether independent of European assistance, the natives to 
whom I allude being perfectly self-taught. I would beg leave here 
to add, that if it he meant to imply, as some of the most distin- 
guished literary authorities in this country have asserted, that the 
natives of India are incapable of improvement, I must protest 
against the doctrine, as being, in my humble opinion, an unjust and 
libellous judgment passed on the whole community. We have at 
this moment an illustrious example in this country of what native 
Indians can attain by their owm unaided exertions. Let it also he 
recollected, that in many branches of art their skill is absolutely un- 
rivalled. Several of their fabrics, such as muslins, shawls, em- 
broidered silks, handkerchiefs, &c., together with pieces of work- 
manship in gold, silver, and ivory, have never yet been equalled by 

* Bishop Heber’s Journal, vol; ii. p. 382. 

II 2 
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British artists. Their architecture, though peculiar, is of a superior 
order, and in the construction of great public buildings they have 
exerted powers of moving and elevating large masses which are un- 
known to European architects. Agriculture also made its first pro- 
gress, and attained considerable perfection in the Easi, which in this 
respect, set the example to Europe. In t'hese, and many other arts 
connected with the comforts and conveniences of Iffe, the natives of 
India have made great progress in some, arid attained perfection in 
others, without being in the smallest degree indebted to European 
patterns or example. I do not mean to say that their progress or 
advancement has been a hundredth part so great or so rapid as that 
of Europeans in the arts of life generally, but I do not think it fair 
to compare their present baekw'ard state with the advancement made 
by Europeans, considering the very different circumstances in Avhich 
both are respectively placed. The nature of the g{)vernments under 
which the Indians have languished for so many centuries is sufficient 
to account for their stationaiy state ; and no argument can hence he 
drawn as to their natural incapacity, ^lany persons, I apprehend^ 
who now contend for the freest introduction of Europeans into India, 
to operate as a stimulus to native improvement, seem to forget the 
vast difference of character existing in the two parties ; that, con- 
sequently, to overrun India with Europeans before a better system of 
protection shall have been provided, would he to mingle a race of 
overhearing co^iqmrora with submissive slaves, and that oppression 
and injustice would be the inevitable result. 

2809. Can you state any improvements which have been introduced 
by the governments of India ? — The governments of India at each of 
the presidencies have, very much to their credit, encouraged the im- 
provement of the natives by patronizing and supporting institutions 
for learning and the acquirement of knowledge. They have also 
attempted to introduce improvements in agriculture and in manu- 
factures. 

Such truths atone for a volume of intemperate diatribes. 
The conduct of Russia has been proposed for imitation to 
England ; it is hardly to be supposed that the plan of the 
Russian military colonies arc the model held out for the Bri- 
tish Government to acton I It is true that Russia holds do- 
minion over the people of sixty distinct nations ; that for 
three centuries she has been making fresh conquests;* her 

♦ In 1806 the whole population of RuRsia amounted to 41,252,000 
persons, and the yearly excess of births over deaths, as published by 

the 
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dominions spread over Astrachan, Siberia, the Crimea, 
Georgia, the Mahomedan provinces acquired from Persia, 
the territories conquered from Turkey and various other 
places ; Russians arc found from Wologda and Woronesch to 
Kamschatka and Chinese Tartary ; under her sovereignty 
are found Moldavians, Calmucks, Armenians, Greeks, Bas- 
kires, Servians, Wallachians, Turks, Buriats, Hindoos, 
French, Tartars, Germans (the latter to the number of 
half a million), &c. ; but in reality the policy adopted by 
Russia is that which the East-India Company have so long 
pursued ; it is thus described by Make Brun : — 

“ Le Gouvernment Russic rcspecte avee nnu politique eclairee, tous 
ics droits acquis, tous les privilefj^es de proviuci s, dc villes, de classes ; 
les souls chang^enieus quo le peuple coiiquis ppreovent sont en general 
favorable a la liberte personclles, iudustriello, ot reliji^iousc.” 

In addition to this the Com})any have had to consider 
the peculiar character of the Hindoos, jealous of their reli- 
gious institutions, though weakened from tlie long bondage 
in which they have been held for eight centuries by the Mus- 
sulmans ; M’liatever, tlierefore, be the decision of Parliament, 
I would res})ectfully address to the constituted authorities^ of 
India, witli reference to the great problem which they arc now 
solving, in endeavouring to raise a vast nation of the dark 
coloured races of men to a state of political independence 
equal to that of their European brethren, I would, I repeat, 
address them in the language of George Washington 
when bidding a political adieu to the Americans : — 

■ “ Towards the preservation of your government, and the permanency 
of your present state, it is requisite, not only that you steadily discoun- 
tenance irreg;ular opposition to its ackiiowledgfed authority, but also 
that you resist with care the spirit of innovation upon its principles, 

the Greek Synod, was 542,701. Since that period Finland, Bialystock, 
the Caucasus provinces, I*oland, and a part of the "J'urkish dominions 
have been added to the empire, makin«’ the present population up- 
wards of 60,000,000. 
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however specious the pretexts. One method of assault may be to effect, 
in the forms of the constitutioh, alterations which will impair the 
energfy of the system, and thus undermine what cannot be directly 
overthrown. In all the changes to which you maybe invited, remem- 
ber that tiTne and habit are at least as necessary to fix th^ true character 
of government^ as of other human institutions ; — that experience is the 
surest standard^ hy which to test the real tendency of the existing con- 
stitution of a country; thatfacility in changes upon the credit of a lucre 
hypothesis and opinion^ exposes to perpetual change^ from the tmdless 
variety of hypothesis and opinion; and remember, especially, that for 
the efficient management of your common interest, in so extensive a 
countr y, agox'ernim nt (f as much vigour as is consistent unth the perfect 
security of liberty, is indispensable. Liberty itself will find in such a 
government, with powers properly distributed and adjusted, its surest 
guardian. It is, indeed, little else than a n^ne, where the govern- 
ment is too feeble to withstand the enterprises of faction, to confine 
each mcniher of the society within the limits prescribed by the laws, 
and to maintain all in the secure and tranquil enjoyment of the rights 
of person and property.” 

(iKOKOE A\'aS111NGTON. 

United States, 

Sept, nth, 179G. 

• The Right Honourable Robert Grant justly remarks “ There 
can he no sounder, no safer tests of the goodness of a system than the 
practical advantages which it produces, and its susceptibility of 
gradual improvement. Where these are found together, as in the 
Indian constitution they are incmitrovcrtihly found together, prejudice 
against any material change of principle becomes reason, and the 
speculative innovator, however specious his propositions, is not to be 
derided as a theorist, but repulsed as an enemy -^Expediency Main- 
tained, p, lf)7. 
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TilK LAN1>ED IIEVENIJE OF INDIA; MODE OF ASSESSMENT ; 

NUMBER OF VlLl.AGES, HOUSES, SQUARE MILKS, AND 

INHABITANTS ; rilOl'ORTlON OF REVENUE To EACH; 

AREA, J*OPULATION, REVENUE, DEBT OF INDIA, COM- 
PARED WITH ALL THE COUNTRIES OF EUROPE ANO 
AMERICA; MR. RICKARDs’ DESCRIPTION OF THE EF- 

FECTS OF THE METAYER SY'STEM IN ITALY REFUTED. 

The agriculturists aiul artizans of India are called on 
to support a home and foreign government, a standing 
army of two hundred thousand men, and t()su])ply annually 
(what can sv^arcely be considered in any other light than 
tribute) four million sterling to the governing country. 
Unless England withdraw her protection from India, and 
leave its inhabitants once more a prey to rapacious neigh- 
bouring enemies, or to internal discord, a revenue must be 
drawn, which it is impossible, under the present state of 
the world, to reduce in amount; the question therefore 
is, how it can be most easily and cheaply collected, without 
unnecessarily ])ressing on the industry or resources of the 
peo})le ? — whether, as in Great Britain, by means of taxing 
necessaries* and luxuries of life, stinting the poor of their 
food, and the middling classes of their comforts.^ — by 
heavy imposts on articles of merchandize, which, while 
checking legitimate connnerce,*f“ requires an immense es- 

* nacon, beer, butter, e^j;;s, corn, cheese, peas, cucumbers, fruit, 
&e, &c. arc all subject to heavy duties on importation, and beef, 
lamb, mutton, pork, sheep, ami swine are prohibited to be imported 
int(> this country, by (i Geo. J V. c. 117- 

t By the accounts laid before the Finance Committee of Parliament 
it appears, that the revenue from the custom duties is collected in 

England 
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tablishment for its protection, and raises up a host of spies 
and informers, and contemners of the law throughout the 
country : and in addition to the foregoing, by taxes on 
industry,* which are fatally destructive of that elastic 
principle of man in his social state, « whereby he is enabled 
to repair the misfortunes which untoward events may have 
created ? Or, as in India, by a system of taxation, which 
fairly, lightly, and uninquisitorially presses on every indi- 
vidual ; whicli rises and falls with general, not partial 
prosperity ; which makes it the paramount benefit of the 
Government to preserve peace, foreign and domestic ; to 
augment, by every possible means, the quantity and quality 
of territorial produce ; to provide easy, cheap, and expe- 
ditious transit by land and water, to the most profitable 
markets ; and thus, influenced by fixed and comprehensive 
principles of universal utility, most beneficently unites 
the governed and the governing by the least dissoluble 
ties of mutual self-interest ? The many advantages of the 
latter procedure over the former is apparent ; in an essen- 
tially agricultural country like India the greater part of 
taxation must ultimately fall upon the rent of land, it is 
therefore highly advantageous that the sc)urcc whence the 
income of llie state is derived should be as direct as j)os- 
siblcr The economists of France, and I believe many 


Enf^land on five hundred and sixty-six different articles ! of these, 
five hundred and ten articles j>rodu<fed only .£20,90.'l revenue, the 
cost of collecdinji:^ which did not fall short of half a million sterlinj^. 
Such is the adniiriil)le system of Enj^lish customs, which theorists 
propose for adoption in India!! 

• For instance, the tax on paper in England injures the makers of 
machinery, type-founders, ink -makers, printers, engravers, book- 
binders, booksellers, stationers, paper-stainers, and many other trades : 
this destructive duty on paper varies from fifty to one hundred and 
fifty per cent. ! The penalties are monstrous, and the laws relating 
thereto so confused, that no person almost can avoid iminlentionally 
infracting them! This is a specimen of English legislation in matters 
of revenue : too many of similar instances could be pointed out. 
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of their disciples in this country, assert that all taxaticwi 
finally rests upon land : if this be even partially true, how 
much preferable is the Asiatic to the European mode of 
taxation ; for, as Dr. Adam Smith justly remarks, “ duties 
of custom and excise are contributed for the support of 
the state, rather in proportion to a man’s humour than to 
his revenue ; the hospitable paying more than their proper 
tpiota, and the parsimonious less, while those who reside 
out of the country, contribute nf)thing for the security of 
the government or state whence their revenue is derived.”* 
The opinions of this celebrated philosoplier on the land 
revenue of ^India, will be better understood by the follow- 
ing quotations from his works : 

“ In Indostan and in several other ^governments of Asia, the revenue 
of the sovereign is almost altojrether from a land tax or land rent, which 
ris(‘s or falls Mitb the produce of the jaiid. 'J'he t»reat interest of the 
sovereij^n, thereiwre, is that his revenue is in such countries necessarily 
and immediately connected with the cultivation of the land, with the 
{••reatness of its produce, and Avith the value of its produce. But in 
order to render that produtte both as ^reat and as valuable as pjtssible, 
it is necessary to proemre to it as extensive a market as possible, and 
consequently to establish the freest, the easiest, and the least (*xpensi\>^c 
coininunication between all the different parts of the country. But 
the roAenuo of the sovereig-n does not, in any paVt of Europe, arise 
chiefly from a land tux or land rent; in all the great kingdoms of 
Europe perhaps the greater part of it may ultimately depend upon the 
produce of the land, hut that dependency is neither so immediate nor 
so evident. 1 n Europe, therefore, the soa ereign does not feel himself 
so directly called upon to promote the increase both in quantity and 

* Ireland affords a remarkable illustration of this doctrine ; an im- 
mense portion of the principal Avealth of the island, the landed rental, 
is drawn out of the country, and contributes to swell the resources of 
England, Avhile the consumption of custom and excise articles by 
the proprietors takes place also in England ; had the taxation been 
fixed on the land, the Duke of De\wishire, the Marquis of Abercorn, 
and other ^reat landed proprietors would have been obliged to con- 
tribute their quota to the exigencies of the state, and the necessaries 
and comforts of life Avould liave been the cheaper obtained by the 
bulk of the people, but as the case now stands the whole fiscal weight 
falls on the poor, i. r. the mass of the people ; the Duke of Devon- 
shire, the Marquis of Abercorn, &e. pay nothing to Ireland. 
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value of the produce of the laud, or by ruaintairiing good roads and 
canals, to provide the most extensive markets for the produce.”— 
W^ealth of Nations y book v. p. 104. 

In another place, he thus argues on the ‘equitable’ 
system of land revenues : — 

“ The attention of the landlord is a particular andminute considera- 
tion of what is likely to be the most advantageous application of every 
inch of ground upon his estate. The principal attention of the sove- 
reign ought to be to encourage, by even^ means in his power, the atten- 
tion both of the landlord and the farmer, by allowing both to pursue 
their own interest in their ow n way, and according to their own judg- 
ment, by giving to both the most perfect security that they shall enjoy 
the full recompense of their own industry; and by procuring to both 
the most extensi\'e market for every part of their prod^pce, in conse- 
quence of establishing the easiest and safest communications both by 
land and by w'ater, through every part of his own dominions, as well as 
the most unbounded freedom of exportation to the dominions of all 
other princes. 

“ If by such a system of administration a tax of this kind could be 
so managed as to give, not only no discouragement, but, on the con- 
trary, some encouragement to the improvement of the land, it does 
not appear likely to occasion any other inconveniency to the landlord, 
except always the unavoidable one of being obliged to pay the tax. Itj 
all the variations of the state of society ; in the improvement and in 
the declension of agriculture ; in all those in the standard of the coin, 
a tax of this kind would, of its own accord, and without any attention 
of government, readily suit itself to the actual situation of things, and 
would be equally just and equitable in all those different changes.” — 
Wealth of Nations j book v. p. 270. 

Dr. Smith assigns a reason why land is a much more 
proper subject of direct taxation than “stock;’’ namely, 
because the ascertaining of the latter would be inquisitorial, 
its fluctuation more variable, and the proprietor of land is 
a citizen of the state, whereas “ stock” is easily removeable. 
All who have observed the character of the Hindoos, are 
aware how much they dread any thing like an inquisition 
as to their private financial condition ; many, indeed, pos- 
sessed of considerable wealth have every appearance of })o- 
verty, wliile the jealousy with which they view an a})proach- 
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ing knowledge of an European to their domestic habits, 
shews they have not entirely subdued their fears, that the 
present rulers of India would act like their predecessors in 
squeezing from their subjects the uttermost farthing, beyond 
what might be necessary to support life on the lowest pos- 
sible scale of animal existence. To be sure, Mr. Rickards 
and the Westminster Reviewer for 183S says, that such is 
the case ; they assert that the Hindoos are as heavily taxed 
by the East-India Company, as they were by the Mah(v 
medan government. To endeavour to prove this Mr. 
Rickards has written two immense volumes, but they pre- 
sent such a mass of contradictory testimony, and are so 
opposed to his evidence before Parliament, that it is difficult 
where to expose their absurdity most ; his constant assertion 
is, tliat the Company invariably proclaim the savage right 
to seize upoc half the gross produce of the land as a tax ;♦ 
thus treading in the steps of their unrighteous predecessors, 
the Mahomedans.” This statement is incorrect in many 
particulars ; Jirst^ as to the Government exacting half thi‘ 
gross produce : — ^under the permanent settlement there were 
three parties whose shares ran thus : — 

The ryot or cultivator 50 per cent, of the produce of the land. 

The zemindar or landlord 10 ditto ditto. 

The sirkar or Government share 40 ditto ditto. 

In Bombay it is less than the foregoing imaginary assess- 
ment, and according to the evidence of Mr. Elphinstone 
the revenue is still in the course of reduction : in Madras it 
is yet less than at either of the otlier settlements ; — 


Gross produce 100 

Government Assessment by survey 45 

Twenty-five per cent, deducted 114 

Sirkar or Government share 33} 


* Rickards’ India, vol. i. p. 285. 
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If consideration be liad to the vast quantity of waste 
land brought into cultivation under the operation of the 
l^ermanent settlement, and the immense amount of land 
held rent-free,* I am rather under than above the mark in 
stating, that even the nominal Government revenue from 
the land throughout all India is not one-fourth, much less 
one-half of the produce of the soil ! 

Now, not only is Mr. Rickards incorrect with respect to 
“ the Company's grand source of oppression, the enormous 
amount of the land-tax, upwards of fifty per cent., "-f* but he 
has also grossly (I had almost said intentionally) erred in as- 
serting that the Hindoos are as heavily taxed by the Company 
as they were by the M ahomedans ; I say intentionally, for 
Mr. Rickards repeatedly shews that there was no limit to 
Mahomedan taxation but what their wretched subjects 
could bear without being deprived of life ; lie proves, indeed, 
that the Mussulmans did not destroy the bees, for that 
would have left them no honey for the ensuing year, but 
they took every particle of honey beyond what was imme- 
diately necessary to the end in view — reproduction when 

* In the ceded and conquered provinces of the Doab, the nuit-free 
lands amount to 44,95,177 beof^ahs. In the lower provinces of Bengal 
exclusive of Cuttack, Lord Tcificninouth stated the rent-free lands to 
be in amount acconlinji;' to invest! p;-ation, 83,75,942 beegahs. Indeed 
in some districts the lands held rent-free are more than one-half in 
<]uantitv than those payinjf revenue to (Trovernment. Mr. Colebrookc 
^ives the following’ estimate of some pergunnahs ; — 

Free Lands. Cultivated. 

In Sherefoibad and Tajpur. .beeg^ahs 298,275 524,909 

In other places ‘ 143,042 301,131 


Total beegahs 441,317 820,040 

With regard to Bombay Mr. Elphinstone says, “ a considerable extent 
of land IS held rent-free as jaghire f<»r military and other servi(!es ; 
some with a quit rent so light that it almost partakes of that nature, 
and some is entirely exempt from all j»a\Tnentof revenue ; and nothing 
was to be levied on new land brought into cultivation.” — Lords’ Re- 
port, March 25, 1830. 

+ Vol. i. p. 590. 

X Mr. R. quotes (p. 281) an extract from the Iledaya, Book ix. 
chap. 7> to shew that “ it is lawful to take the whole of the persons 

and 



referring therefore (in the very same page in which he 
charges the Company with adopting all but the sanguinary 
creed of the Mahomedans in Bengal’*) to Colonel Galloway^s 
able work on the T^aw and Constitution of India,” he 
might in common justice to that corporation whom he so long 
served, and by whose very existence he was maintained, he 
might, I repeat, have quoted the numerous other taxes, 
besides half the gross produce of the soil, which the Maho- 
inedans levied in Bengal, and indeed every where they 
went; but no — Mr. Rickards, like a special pleader, bad a 
case to make out, a theory to support, and he merely 
brought into relief what suited his views, rather than what 
rendered justice to his antagonist — Proh pudor ! Co- 
lonel Galloway says that the zemindars of Bengal, in 
addition to the Mahomedan assessment (of Akbar) of rupees 
1,49,61,4852, were bound to furnish 23,380 cavalry, 801,158 
infantry, 170 elephants, 4,260 cannon, and 4,400 boats ; 
that Behar paid in revenue rupees 55,47,985, and furnished 
a contingent of 11,415 cavalry, 449,350 infantry and 100 
boats. Colonel Galloway justly adds, — “the British Go- 
vernment has not only relieved the people from such bur- 
dens as these, but has continued the old exemptions and ad- 
mitted a variety of new exemptions, from revenue; and 
moreover has seldom, if ever, availed itself of the customary 
exercise of the power of resumption of jagheers and other 
rent-free lands.”* 

I ask you, Mr. Rickards, was it fair, was it honourable, 
to omit this highly important statement ? Yet, Sir, you not 
only disingenuously concealed it, but you acted in a similar 
manner with respect to the numerous annual and occasional 

and properties of infidels, and to distribute them anionfijf the Mussul- 
mans and he abundantly proves in many other passages throughout 
his work, that the Mahomedans were not slow to avail themselves of 
this “ lawful” enactment. 

* Page 98, spcjond edition, Parburv, Allen, and Co. 
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imposts which were levied on the Zimmee or non-Moslem 
subject by his conqueror, in addition to the khurauj,’’ or 
five tithes of the produce : the capitation-tax on adult non- 
Moslem subjects amounted annually to the enormous sum 
of about ninety-eight millions of rupees annually ! The 
mint taxes were six and a quarter per cent, for gold, besides 
seven and a-half per cent, more paid by the owner of the 
bullion for the expense of assaying and coinage ! On silver 
and copper coinage, the Government duty alone on each 
species was five per cent.* The tax levied on marriages 
whether of a son or daughter must, as Col. Galloway says, 
have been great, it varied from ten gold mohurs downwards, 
according to the rank of the parents ; goods were annually 
taxed, whether as merchandize in store or in transit ; the 
stock in a tradesman’s or artist’s shop paid a yearly ad va- 
lorem tax ; the gold and silver coin in the possession of an 
individual, the bullion, the ornaments of jewellery, the 
plate made of the precious metals, were all taxed by the 
Moslems at the lowest rate of two and a-half per ccnt."|- 
The custom duties were five per cent, on non-Moslem 
subjects, two and a-half per cent, on Moslems; then 
there were taxes on convocations assembled to settle busi- 
ness, on each person,” on horses, on kine, on lierbs, on 
fruit and fruit-trees, on cases of succession, on artizans, 


• "Phere was an annual recoinajjc under the Mahonicdan p^ovorn- 
inouts. Rupees of three years’ currency were received at a dis<rount 
of three per cent. ; but tlie poor tenants or under-farmers had paid 
these in to the zemindar at a discount of five per cent., by which he 
lost two per cent, on his rent. 

t These circumstances fully account for the dread whicli the 
Hindoos evince to the present day of allowing the extent of their 
wealth to be known ; it was gratifying to me, however, to hear a 
zemindar informing me one day when visiting his splendid, and at the 
sanm time elegant mansion, “ I may now display my wealth without 
a fear of its being taxed.” All the Hindoos have not, however, yet 
allowed their fears to subside, and many are immensely rich who 
appear poverty-struck. 
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on hemp, oil, blankets, butter, raw hides, on measuring 
land and on weighing, on gambling with dice, on new 
and full moon festivals, on sawing timber, on the buyer 
and seller of houses, on passports, for killing cattle, on 
tanning, on the comnlencement of reaping, on lime for 
building, on ploughs, on salt, on spirituous liquors, on 
brokerage, on fishermen, on storax, on felt, on houses; 
there was also a kind of poll-tax called ‘‘pug,’’ as also 
hearth money, lodging charges, town dues, market dues,*' 
shroffage, bags for the money revenue, money trier’s dues, 
subordinate collector’s dues, daroga fees, and a hideous list 
of etceteras^ which Mr. Rickards has the audacity to assert 
are for the greater part continued to the present day.”“j- 
Leaving this candid antagonist to the deserts which such 
conduct ought to meet with from the public, let us observe 
one of the methods by which such collections were made by 
the Mahomedan Government. 

Jaffier Khan, whose administration is so highly extolled 
by his countrymen and contemporary historians, by the 
expression that during his government, tlie wolf and the 
lamb lived in harmony together; the hawk and the par- 
tridge dwelt in one nest;” this beneficent ruler (whose 
system, says Mr. Rickards, the Company follow) “ used to 
suspend the zemindars by the heels, and, after rubbing the 
soles of their feet with a hard brick, bastinado them with 

* The zemindars and farmers exercised the liberty of levying tolls 
on goods of all kinds m transitUy by water, as well as duties on com- 
modities sold either in the established, or in the occasional markets. 
Toll-houses were erected without restriction as to number, and with- 
out any public regulation as to the rate of tolls. Everything depended 
on the discretion of the zemindars and farmers. 'J"hus the internal 
trade of the country, whether carried on by water or by land (allud- 
ing to the government custom-houses) was liable to endless impedi- 
ments and indetinite extortion. — Right Honourable Robert Grant's 
Expediency maintained, p. 25. 

t Vol. ii. p. 35. 



a switch although these gentle admonitions might have 
made the zemindars pay Jaffier what he required in sum- 
mer, it seems to have been too mild for the winter, for wc 
learn from his panygerists, that “ in the winter he would 
order them (the nobles ()f the land) to be stripped naked, 
and then sprinkled with water, and he used then to have 
them flogged until they paid the money !” The Maho- 
medan prince thought that what was good for the goose 
was good for the gander : for if he found tliat in spite of 
rubbing the soles of their feet with a brickbat, and tick- 
ling them with a knout, or giving them a shower bath, 
until their skins were raised to a liigh state of titillation, 
(cutis anserina) and fit for the reception of the cat-o’-nine 
tails; — ^if he found these and a hundred other infernal 
devices, which none but a demon could invent and none 
but devils execute, fail, then he compelled the offender, 
his wife, and children, to turn Mahomedans ! When the 
zemindar or landed proprietor was thus treated, the gradu- 
ated scale of extortion and cruelty, which increased as it 
proceeded down to the lowest human beings, may be ima- 
gined. Mr. Orme, who wrote in 1753, before the Com- 
pany became possessed of the territory in llengal, thus 
describes the miserable condition of the wretched subjects 
of the celebrated Aliverdi Khan 

Imitation (says Mr. Orme) has conveyed the unhappy system of 
oppression which prevails in the government of Ilindostan throuj^liout 
all ranks of the people, from the highest even to the lowest subject of 
the empire. Every head of a village calls his habitation the durbar, 
and plunders of their meal and roots the wretches of his precincts ; from 
him the zemindar extorts the small pittance of silver which his penu> 
rious tyranny has scraped together; the phousdar seizes upon the 
greatest share of the zemindar’s collection, and then secures tlie favour 

• Narrative of Transactions in Bengal, translated from the Persian 
by F. Gladwin Esq.; Calcutta, 
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r)f the nabob by voluntary contribution, which leave him not posses- 
sed of the half of his rapines and exactions ; the nabob fixes his rapa- 
cious eye on every portion of wealth which appears in his province, 
and novel* fails to Carry off part of it. By larj^c deductions from these 
acipiisitions, he purchases security from his superiors, or maintains it 
aj^ainst them at the expense of a Avar.”* 

Such is the system which Mr. Rickards contends, in 
1832, to be that of the East-India Company at the present 
day, by which “ the surplus of the jireceding year followed 
that of its ])recursor, to be buried in the coffers of its mer- 
ciless s]X)iler !”f 

To enter into a discussion on the past state of the 
landed revenues of Hindostan would oceujiy volumes upon 
volumes, it will l)e therefore suflicient to shew its present 
j)ractical operation. 

The mod< in which land is now assessed in India are 
these : — 

1st. A perpetual settlement with the zemindars, as in 
lower Bengal. 

2d. A temporary settlement with the heads of villages 
or townships, as in Bombay and the Western provinces. 

f3d. A temporary settlement witli each individual occu- 
])ant or farmer, as at Madras. 

^JMicsc assessments arc termed the zemindarry, the village, , 
and the ryotwar assessments. The permanent settlement 
Avas made in 1793 with the zemindars of Bengjil in perpe- 
tuity, it extends over the greater part of lower Bengal. 

As a means of ascertaining the aggregate amount of tax- 
ation in the lower province of Bengal, over the greater 
part of which the permanent settlement extends, I prepared, 
while in India, the first four columns of figures in the fol- 

* General Idea of the Government and People of Indostan, book 
iii. chap. 9 

t Rickards’ India, vol. ii. p. passim. 

s 
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lowing table, from Government documents ; the last, or 
amount of revenue collected in 1828-29, I derive from the 
documents laid before Parliament in the present year 
(1832), they are the latest returns on the subject ; the 
table will shew whether the average rate of taxation be so 
monstrous* as Mr. Rickards has endeavoured to shew by 
quoting, as Mr. Poynder has done, the opinions of men 
who wrote in the last century tm the condition of the 
people. 

♦ Mr. Ilickanls, f)f course, omits to state that in Tndia the labourer 
is not taxed for his food, drink, &c., whil<‘ in p]npfland the principiil 
portion of the (io\ rrnnicut rt'vcnuo (indt‘pt‘iidont of a protecting' <hity 
of twelve or fourteen niillioiis sterlinji^ on corn) is derived from 
articles which t?nter int(» the (*onsuiiiptiotj of tl)e lowt'st class c)f 
people; on tobacco, for instance, which to most working men is an 
absolute necessary of life, the most inferior kind pay*'' duty of 1,410 
per cent. ! 'J'hose who wish to see a com[detp exposure of Mr, 
Rickards’ dising'enuous conduct with reference to tlu^ Kast-lndia 
Company, and which deprives him of the slightest value as a political 
or commercial opptment of the CJompany, will find an able «‘xj)osition 
of it in the ylsiatir Journal for ^^ay, .Tune, and duly, 1H.‘T2. Mr. Mill 
says (Commons 1 1th August 1831) that the land revenue system of 
Tndia, not carried beyond the limits of a moderate rent, is the ])est 
revenue system in the world, because so far s.s the wants of a state 
can be sup^^lied from that source such a <*f)UTjtrv i» untaxed! “ In 
many cases,^’ says the same profound philosoplu r, “ the landed as- 
sessment of India is not one-tenth of tlie gross ])roduce,” and “ in- 
structions, more and more pertunptory, have been sent out to India, 
to take special care that no more than tl»e rent is taken, and in all 
doubtful cases that the error, if any, he ot» the safe side, by taking 
less than the rent rather than more.” .3443. In fact, the land tax of 
India is not much more than five-tenths of the whole Indian revenue 
drawn by the East- J ndia Company. 
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Now by making clue allowance for the increase of 
population since tlie foregoing census was taken, wliicli is 
upwards of ten years ago, it will be seen that the average 
land taxation on each individual, under the permanent settle- 
ment, is scarcely half a rupee annualfy, or little more than 
one shilUng a year Some wTiters, indeed, liave stated that 
the Governnu‘nt assessment on the cultivated lands (the only 
soil assessed) is only five anas per bcegah, not one-third of 
a rupee; and Mr. Colebrooke said twenty years ago, that 

the net ])rofits of the zemindars of tlie j)ermancntly set- 
tled provinces, was equal to half tlie revenue which they 
])aid to Government,"’ L c. according to Colonel Galloway, 
sixteen million rupees, or one million six hundred thou- 
sand pounds; but it is now (in 1832) generally known 
tliat the zemindars’ net revenue is far greater in amount 
than that of the Government revenue.-f- 

Some estates belonging to minors, lunatics, and other 
persons under the llengal Government, which are managed 
by the State for the benefit of the partij s, as the Court of 
Chancery does in this country, confirm this statement, 
although a zemindar on his estate would make the profit 
larger than it is even liere shewn. I’hc following are a 
few of the estates, with the districts in which they arc 
situated 

• From accurate observations in difl’erent parts of India, the popu- 
lation doubles itself in from lliirly to forty years ; Mr. Haber says, in 
Malabar, in thirty years : the jM>pulatioii of the forej^oin^’ provinces 
may therefore now be estimated at 50,(lb0,00(), 

t It is in evidence before the l*arlianientary Committet‘ (.'iH.'iS) that 
“ the land tax has decreased in the whole of India from the year 
93, when it was parts of the wdiole revenue, to 4l^,l0O parts in 

1827-28.^’ Mr. IMill says that the taxes which have b(‘en remitted hy 
the Company as ‘vexatious, are very numerous;’ customs, salt, and 
opium, stamps, post-office, &c. have supplied the decrease of the 
landed revenue. 



m 


Districts. 

Govemmont 

Hevenue. 

Fanner’s 

Rent. 

Zemindar’s 

Profit. 


Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

.1 ossore 

1,10,224 

2,25,037 

1,14,813 

.Inngle Mehuls .* 

3,6,'il 

10,677 

16,023 

JMidnapore 

5,045 

12,006 

7,8i;i 

Mvinensing 

1,1.5,011 

3,16,732 

2,00,701 

Uajesbye 

40,471 

1 84,263 

43,780 

Rungpore 

25,(;.56 

i 57,587 

31,0.31 

Total Rs. 

j 3,00,004 i 

7,16,202 1 

i 4,15,208 


Thus we see that, instead of tlie (Tovermiient receiving’ 
half the gross })ro(hiee, as Mr. Rickards says, the farmer’s 
rent is considerably above doid)le the amount of the 
government assessment, and the zemindar’s j)rofit much 
more tlian equal to it.^ 

Hut let u,? examine tlie subject in another manner ; as I 
fear wc have all been acajuiescing too quietly in doctrines, 
which had no ntlier foundation in truth but the frequency 
and the loudness with which they were uttered : — 

The Nominal Veiimanknt SKTXJiKMKNT on a Bkkoah of Land. 

The fitrracr . . 50 per cent, of the gross produce. 

The zeuiiiidar 10 .. do d(». 

The gtiverniiieiit 10 . . do do. ^ 

The Actual Lanoko Pro]>ijce and Settlement on a Bkeoah 
of Land. s. d. 

The farmert 8 maunds of clean rice, at 2 r«. per inaund .... 16 0 

'J’he zemindar’s rent,t -Irs. per beeg^ah 8 0 

The g’overnment revenue 0 71 

* The editor of the Tinuis^ 1st Aug-ust 1832, makes this correct 
admission relative to the ditferent shares of the produce : — “ 1 u recent 
sales of a zeniindarry, it has appeared that in one estate (or talook) 
the moiety claimable from the cultivators was 74,000 rupees, whilst 
the amount of revenue due to government was 36,000, just halt of what 
would have been its due, whilst the zemindar’s share was 38,000 
rupees instead of 7,400.” — Times, August 1, 18.32. 

t Tables No, 1. and 2, shew the monthly expenditure of the family 
of a zemindar, or ])roprietor of 2,(HK) heegahs of land ; and that of a 
fanner who cultivates about 20 l)eegahH of land, gross produce of the 
latter 300 rupees per annum ; the first table I prepared from the go- 
vernment 
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Thus a beegah of cultivated land, which produces on tlie 
average ten maunds of unhusked, or eight maunds of 
husked rice, of which the average market ])rice is sixteen 
shillings, while it yields to the zemindar half the gross 
produce, does not give the government the twenty-seventh 
part ! And this, be it remembered, is without reference to 
the autumn crop, which is a valuable one,* to the immense 
quantity of land held rent-free, or to waste land cultivated 
since the perpetual settlement. So much for Mr. Rickards'’ 
two ponderous tomes of sarcastic but idle declamation 
respecting the onerous land-tax of the Ccmipany on forty 
million of souls, wdiich, after all that has been said and 
written, amounts to shout four furthhigs monthly per head ! 

I will now endeavour to ascertain tlie proportion of land- 
tax to the population in other parts of India ; and, first, 
tliat of the western provinces and unsettled districts of 
Rerigal. For want of returns to be relied on, it will be 
necessary to take the aggregate population, and omit the 
number of villages and houses : — 


vorniriont records in India. Tlie price at wliicli rice is calculated is 
rupees per maund (82Ibs.). 


I’ ABLE 1. 

It. 

A. 

p. 

1 3’ablk 2. 

It. 

A. 

1* 

Rice about (i aeers per 




j Rice, 4-5tbs of a seer tor 




day 

8 

0 

0 

1 each person pt?r day 

4 

n 

0 

Dhall 

2 

0 

0 

Pulse, one pice each per 




Salt, 8 cbuttucks 

1 

8 

0 , 

day (half-penny). . . . 

2 

(> 

0 

Milk, 2 seers 

3 

12 

0 

Sal land condiTnents,oin* 




Oil, 4 chuttiKfks 

0 

15 


]>ice pm' day 

0 

8 

0 

Soft sugar, 8 cliuttucks 

2 

4 

0 

Oil, two cliuitucks per 




Sweetmeats (indispen- 




day, about 

0 

10 

0 

sable to a Bindoo) . . 

3 

12 

0 





Ohee or butter 

3 

12 

n 





Tobacco, 2 cliuttucks . . 

{) 

8 

0 





Pawn, beetle nut, chu- 



1 

1 

• 




nam, &c 

2 

0 

0 





Vegetables and condi- 








ments 

2 

8 

0 





Fire wood 

3 

12 

0 

i 




Per month . — Rs. 32 

11 

0 

1 Per montli .... Rs. 7 

8 

0 


• The total annual produce of one heof^ali of land is estimated at 
51 rupees, or 32.y. ; which still more shews the small share the govern- 
ment derive from the Bengal territory. 
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By this table it appears that tlie landed revenue of tlie 
unsettled districts of Bengal is greater than that of the 
settled: the point to be ascertained is the population. 
Mr, Ewer, the superintendent of police in the western j)ro- 
vinces, computed the population of 66,510 square miles at 
32,206,806, which would give 489 inhabitants to the scpiare 
mile — a rate which appears too high, considering the long 
wars that have occurred in those provinces, and compared 
with the lower and settled provinces of Bengal, where the 
average number of inhabitants to the square mile is 250. 
Now, if we take the total number of square miles in the 
unsettled provinces (152,210), and compute the inhabitants 
at 250 the sc^uare mile, which is most probably not above 
the mark, we shall have a population of 37,952,500, from 
whom a landed revenue of rupees 2,92,47,680 is drawn, or, 
at two shillings the sicca rupee, of £2,924,768, whicli would 
give, on the average, eighteen-pence per annum for each 
individual. 

Let us now endeavour to ascertain the profit of the 
farmer. In the unsettled district there is no middle man, oi‘ 
zemindar, between the government and the farmer or pro- 
prietor. TJie average rate of assessment I calculate to be 
one rupee and a half per beegah, or in sterling money three 
shillings. Assuming rice as the basis, a beegah of very 
ordinary land will produce, in the upper provinces, seven 
maunds,* or 574 lbs. of clean rice, wiiicb, at 50 lbs. for the 
rupee (the rate at which it now sells), will yield eleven 

• In the tahle« quoted by Mr. Rickards (vol. i. p. 301), the produce 
of land in the western provinces is thus stated in wheat : — 


Maupd . Seers. 

1 hee[fah of best Poolej land ..it.. 18 0 

Do. of middling do, 12 0 

Do. of worst do 8 35 


Average 

This is only the spring crop. 


12 30 
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vu]^tfcs, or twenty-two shillings sterling. I'lic revenue <»!* 
tile government, and the proceeds of the lanncr, will there- 
fore stand thus : 

£. ,v. (/. 

( Jross revenuo of j^ovorniiicnt on one bcogah of land ..0 3 0 

Oross income of funner on do. do 1 2 0 

Proccedis of llio fanner clear of government duty. . 19 0* 


I consider the foregoing as a fair view of the case. In 
some districts the government revenue on a beegah of cul- 
tivated land — as in Bareilly, for instance — is only eight 
anas, or one shilling ; in other districts it is higiier, but 
three shillings is a fair average. Again, with respect to 
the value of the proilucc on a beegah of land, it must be 
remembered that, supjiosing a beegah did not yield eleven 
rupees’ worth produce every year, yet there is always a 
quantity of waste land attached to a farm, on which little 
or no revenue is charged, as an inducement to bring it into 
cultivation ; and I have only given the spring crop, leaving 
the autumn crop of cotton, &c. clear of government revenue 
to the farmer : therefore, in reckoning the worth of tlie 
gross produce at twenty-two shillings, and the government 
revenue thereon at three shillings, I have not exaggerated 
the one, nor lessened the other.*}- 

An endeavour will now be made to ascertain the propor- 
tion of landed revenue to the population in Madras. 

• 111 fact, so far from Mr. Rickards being correct in his statement 
respectingthe Company “seizing anlwlf the grosa jorot^Mc^fofthesoil,’’ 
it is clearly shew^n by Mr. Mill, that the Company have “ decidedly 
not gone on the prineijile of taking even a portion of the gross pro- 
duce ; all the Company' require is a moderate rent. (3899.) 

+ Bishop Heber adduces a strong argument against an extension 
of a permanent settlement, namely, ‘ the precariousness of the crops 
he admits that government have shewn themselves * indulgent 
masters,’ — “ The valuation of land in Guzerat is moderate ; it is only 
from year to year, but in a country where the ‘ crops are so preca- 
rious, a longer settlement is not desired by the people themselves.’ ” 



Madras Lani> Uevknuk Jor 1828 -: 2 !). 


District. 


Area. 


Square Miles. 


Population. 


Revenue. 


.Sicca Uuiiees. 


I 

Q 

1 


CO 

5 


0 


O 

<0 

a 


( GanjrRiR 

Giintoor 

l\lasuli|jatam 

Rajiiiniindry 

V Vi/H^apatani 

'"Chinglc'put 

Salom 

Arcot, North Div. . . ^ 
Arcot, South J)iv. .. ^ 

Caiiara 

Coimbatore 

(^uddapali 

/ Bcllary 

Madura & Rainnady&c. 

Malabar 

Nellore 

Tirinivelly 

Trinchinopoly j 

Tanjore | 

^Madras and district . . j 


6,400 

4,060 

5,000 

(;,o.^»o 


332,01.''> 
4.54,751 
52!),SdO 
738, : 10 s 


15,.300 

3,020 

8,200 

13,620 

7,720 

8,280 

12,070 

12,080 

10,700 

6,of;o 

7,030 

woo 

3.000 

4.000 
30 


77 -, -^70 
3(13, 120 
1, (>75,085 
802,2J>2 \ 
455,020 J 
657,504 
638,10!) 
1,0!)4,4(;0 
!)27,857 
788, 1 0(; 
007,575 

43‘),4(;7 
564,!)57 
481,2!)2 
001 ,353 
462,051 


135,820 


13,476,023 


7,17,113 
Id, 20, 120 

7. 62. . 368 
16,!)2,513 

10.. 30..350 

6.60.. 520 
15, 86, ‘)84 

18,62,718 

14 , 47 , 7^>5 

22.52.. 531 
18,31,1-10 
18,85,041 
11,71,231 
15,87,736 

16.00, (i51 

11, 76,!)!)! 

13.. 5‘),llM 
20,33,-152 

26,132 


2,70,23,.371 


It will be observed that the land-tax at Madras is apjia- 
rently greater, in proportion to the population, than at lien- 
gal. This is accounted for by the circumstance of the 
thinness of the population, compared with the extent of 
country, the number of inhabitants to tlie square mik‘ 
averaging only ninety -nine, according to the returns of the 
foregoing census. Since that period, however, the popula- 
tion has wonderfully increased. Malabar, for instance, i.s 
rated in the foregoing table at little more than 900,000, 
where it is now 1,100,000. Mr. Baber states that, by the 
ordinary increase of population, Malabar has doubled itself 
within the last thirty years. Indeed the population of tlie 
Madras provinces may, at the period for. wliich the reve- 
nue is given, be taken at Mr. Baber^’s estimate of 183 to the 
square mile ; but, taking the number of square miles at 
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1 f35, 820, aiul Jiverafjjc the number of inhabitants «> low as 
120 to the s(iuare mile, the population will he 1(5,298,400, 
and the average landed revenue for each person thirty-nine 
pence yearly, which, when it is considered that this is the 
principal tax under Rfadras, can scarcely be looked on 
as exorbitant. 

That the revenue is not in excess of the means of the j)eo- 
pie, will be best seen by their improvement. In Coimbatoor, 
for example,* the exte nt of land under cultivation was — 


In 18H-15 !>t)0,000 


1825-2(1 ; 

1,151,-13!) 

Increase 


Garden cultivation — 

Jn l8it 


1825 

124,215 

1 ncrease 


Number of wells in use — 

In 1814 


1825 

31,(il2 

1 ncrease 



Government assessment — 

In 181 ‘t 33 per cen.t of the gross produce. 

1825 20 do do. 

There was a permanent reduction, to the extent of one lac 
of rupees, in the assessment. 

Bombay next claims attention ; but here the population 
and area returns arc more vague than at Madras : 

• 1 am aware that Coimbatore is considered a favourable specimen 
of the ryotwar assessment ; but if records of oilier districts, as ininute 
as Mr. Sullivan’s, wore prepared, a nearly etjual extent of cultivation 
would be observed." 
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Bombay Land Rkvknuk for 182S-2il. 


Districts. 


Area. 

j 

Populaliun. j 

1 

Uevc iiUf. 

Bomb ay 


Square Mites. 

IH 

1 GlV >70 

Sicca Rupees. 

1 :33,07G 

Concan, South 



G40,857 

o,5:i,G07 

Con can, North 


f>,rj 00 

.387,i.>G4 

0 , 07 , G(;i 

Surat 



4.54, d.11 


Broach 


lX)t )0 


1 M,n3,KJ() 

Kaira 


1,850 

I 484,735 

77 ,HHS 

Ahniedubad 


4,G00 

1 .528,07:1 


Ahmednug-gur 

1 

;^0 870 

484,717 

l(i,70,f.l» 

Poona 

J 


(;5o,ooo 

2,9!»,!t82 

Candeish 


417,07G 

10, 18, 100 

Darwar 


0,050 

2,108,GG0 

17,-’2,27!I 

(Jatt3^war* 


— 

— 

5,75,318 

Anjar* 


— 

: ' — 

82,(i(:7 

Total .... 


(;i,o:i 8 

G, 438,8 10 

1,01,21,950 


Adopting the two first columns as correct, the number 
of inhabitants to the square mile would be only 100, and 
the annual revenue to each person tliirty-seven pence half- 
penny. This, however, is far too i?igh : the territories 
under the Bombay presidency are nearly as well peopled as 
those under Madras; therefore, computing by this standard, 
and allowing for Catty war and Anjar, the annual landed 
assessment on each person will be about thirty pence, or 
two-pence-halfpenny per month ! So much for Mr. Rick- 
ards’ savage” exactions of the Company's government 
on the land ! 

It must not be forgotten that out of the foregoing sums, 
received as land revenue, the Company have considerable 
annual disbursements to make exclusive of the ordinary 
state purposes ; there is a quit rent paid to those who have 
a lien on the land, which it is stated amounted, in Bengal 
in 1827-28 to £310,980, in Madras in 1817 to £3,089, and 
in Bombay hi 1820 to £213,526. There are also dis- 

* I can find no returne any when* of the area or population of 
these districts. 
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})\irsonionts for works of irrigation, which for Bengal amount- 
(‘(1 in 1827 to £66,902, for Madras in 1827 to £42,886 and 
for Bombay in 1820 to £14,490. These latter charges 
vary yearly, according to the dryness of the season, but 
they absorb a large })orfion of the revenue. 

It is not tlie object of this work, to enter into an exami- 
nation of tlie comparative merits of the different modes of 
assessing the land ; each of the plans now in operation can 
boast of some jjecnliar merit, either as regards the con- 
stitution of the ^])eople or the nature of the soil. The 
zeniindarry or permanent settlement of the lower provinces 
of Bengal, was j)erhaps unavoidable on account of the 
manner in which the province had been administered un- 
der the Mahomedan government : but however beneficial it 
may have been for the zemindars, whether the original 
ones or their successors, it is generally admitted that it has ’ 
not been so for the cultivators, whose rights have passed 
away silentio. The formation of a high-ranked landed 
gentry was the intention of T.ord Cornwallis, who, accord- 
ing to the ideas prevalent in his time, looked on the establisli- 
ment of such a superior class as the greatest prop to our 
government, and the best means of advancing the condi- 
tion of the people. Adam Smith, however, saw the 
matter in a juster light; he objected to the idea of a per- 
manent settlement or the creation of a landed aristocracy, 
on the strong grounds that idle and profligate bailiff’s 
would usurp the place of indi«itrious and sober tenants,* 

• The oppression which the tenantry, under the permanent settle- 
ment are subjected to, is a constant theme of inveBtie:ation with the 
Benf»-al Government and Court of Directors; Mr. Christian in his 
evidence (2Sth July 1831), thus speaks on the subject: — 

“3023. Q. Are the ryots now subject to increase of rent ? A. I 
think that the rent is fre<pieiitly increased on them ; one case in par- 
ticular came before me as member of the Board ot Revenue for the 
lower Provinces ; it originated, I believe, in the district of Jessore, 
where the purchaser or the proprietor had practised great exaction, 
so much so, that I considered it my duty to submit the case for the 

consi- 
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who arc bound by tlicir own interest to cultivate as well as 
their skill and capital will allow. ]lesides, the government 
by having made the assessment ])erpctual, and fixeil the 
amount to be received in money instead of in grain, 
denied itself all future participation, in the prosperity of 
its subjects, no matter what its exigencies might be ; and 
when we see the extreme unwillingness of the Hindoos to 
submit to any other species of taxation but that on lancU 
the evil becomes a serious one to the ruling power. 

With resj)ect to the ryotwar* assessment, the only phace 
where it has had a fair trial has beiMi Coimbat(H)r, and 
there the results have been advantageous to the govern- 
ment, as well as to the people ; but a difficulty occurs in 
making this mode of settlement general, on account of tlie 
variety of soils and climate, as wx*ll as from the constitu- 
tion of village communities, which extend over the greater 

consideration of the p^overnment. — Q. What were the particulars of 
that case ? y/. He had hired, I understood, a iiuinbcr of armed j>er- 
eons for the purpose of oppressinp^ the cultivators ; had disrepfarded 
all existiup;' onp^api^eiiients, and had collected as much as he could 
succeed in collcctinp;' by fair or foul means. Tlit* collector made a 
detailed report, which was submitted to the p^overunient, who ordered, 
at least if my memory does not fail me, that the proprietor should 
have the optif)n of either rclimpiishin^ his j)urchase, or abiding; a 
prosecution which they would order to be instituted in the court; he 
preferred, T think, to relirujuish his tenure, and then the piirticswere 
satisfied. — Q. 'J’hat was under tlie permanent settlement of Jessore ? 

Yes. — Q. Do you know that at first there was considerable doubt 
M'hether it was competent for the g;ovcrnment in any way to interfere 
for the protection of those rj'ots ? I think it was considered doubt- 
ful by a member or members of the Board of Revenue, whether, 
under the rep^ulations of g;overnment, the revenue authorities had any 
power to interfere, hut a special case was made of it, and submitted to 
the pfovcrninent.— Q. What is the p^eneral character of that class of 
society — of the proprietors of land? yf. They var)" in some parts of 
the district; they are what are called rajapoots, which are considered 
the fig-htinp; class, the military ; and they, p^enorally speaking;, pay 
their revenue with tolerable punctuality ; but it is dangerous in some 
instances to interfere with the internal inanap;cment of their estates ; 
a sort of feudal system obtains in some tenures. 

• The predominant feature of the ryotwar is asscssinp; all in mmiey, 
assessing; each field and collecting' the assessment from the cultivator 
by a revenue officer without any intermediate agent. 
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part of India. Mr. Ilrxlp^son says, the ryotwar may be 
IwMieficial above tlie Ghauts, on account of the abundance 
of rain, but not so below by reason of frequent draughts. 
The following detail of the nature of village corpora- 
tions,* will ex]}lain 4hc difliculty, if not impossibility, 
of forming permanent or ryotwar settlements throughout 
India : — 

A A i]lap;-o, pT'o^riiphically oonsidrrcd, is a tract of country com- 
prisinji: souk* liuiHlrc ds or thousands of acres of arable and waste land ; 
|)(»liti<-ally vie\M‘(l, if rescnihles a corporation or township. Its ])ropor 
esiahlishiuent of officers and servants consist of the following’ dost. -rip- 
tions : 

“ 'I’he potail, or hoa<l inliabitant, who has the g^eneral superinten- 
<lencc of flu* affairs of the village, settles the disputes of the inliabitants, 
attends t(» the police, and perforins the duty alroiuh prescribed, of col- 
lecting the rc.«nncs within bis xilltiijc, n <hit\ wbicli liis personal influ- 
eiure, and ininule ac<|uaintanee with the situation and concerns of the 
people, renders him best (jiialilied to discharge. The curnuiu, who 
keeps the aeeoiints of cultivation, and registers every thing eonneeted 
with it. The talliar and totie; the duty of the former appearing to 
consist in a wider and more enlarged sphere of action, in gaining infor- 
mation of crimes and oft'eiices, and in escorting ami protecting persons 
travelling from one village to another; the province of tlie latter 
appearing to he more immediately confined to the village, consisting, 
among other duties, in guarding the crops and assisting in measuring 
them. 'J'hu boundary man, who preserves the limits of the village, or 
gives evidence concerning them in cases of dispute ; he has the super- 
intendence of the tanks and watercourses, and distributes the water 
therefrom for the jiurposes of agriculture. The brahmin, who per- 
forms the village worship. The schoolmaster, who is seen teaching 
the children in the villages to read and write in the sand. The calen- 
der brahmin, or astrologer, who proclaims the lucky or unpropitious 
periods for sowing and threshing. The smith and carpenter, who 
iminufaetnre the implements of agriculture, and build the dwelling of 
the ryot. The potman, or potter; the fisherman; the barber; the 

• It is alleged that the village settlement has this advantage over 
the others, viz. that an unsuccessful attempt at improved cultivation 
by one of the villagers is only a moderate loss to the whole village, 
while a profitable one <?ontrihiiles to the general pr^perity of not 
only the villagers iu general, hut to that of the whoh' couutry. 
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rowkeeper, who look$i after the cattle ; the doctor ; tJ»e dancin^-pirl, 
M’ho attends at rejoicing’s; the musician and pulk. These officers 
generally constitute the establishment of a village ; hut in some parts 
of the countiy it is of less Extent, some of the duties and functions being 
united in the same person ; in others it exceeds the number described. 

“ Under this simple form of municipal government, the inhabitants of 
the country have lived from time immemorial. The boundaries of the 
villages have been but seldom altered ; and though the villagt‘s tlieni- 
selves have been sometimes injured, and even desolated by n ar, famine, 
or disease, the same name, limits, and even the same families have con- 
tinued for ages. The inhabitants give themselves no trouble about the 
breaking up of kingdoms ; while the village remains entire, they care 
not to what power it is transferred, or to what sovereign it devolves ; its 
internal economy remains unchanged ; thepotail is still the head inha^ 
bitant, and still acts as the petty judge and magistrate, and collector or 
renter of the village .” — Fifth Ri^ort^ p. 

The foregoing is a beautiful picture of an Indian village, 
and its constitution m^y well account for the affectionate 
conduct of the Hindoos, not merely to their countrymen in 
general, but to the extraordinary friendship which the in- 
habitant of a village has for his comrades, which is more 
particularly seen when they meet afar from their native 
home ; no Scottish clanships were ever more warmly de- 
voted to each other than the simple inhabitants of these 
original municipalities, which, in my opinion, have tended 
to preserve the structure of Hindoo society and manners 
during all the cruelties of Mahomedan persecutions, as 
much as their religion or any other circumstance. Villages, 
such as those described, Mr. Rickards says exist in all the 
Madras provinces, except Canara, Malabar, and Travan- 
core. They prevail throughout the western provinces of 
Bengal equally as much as in the Bombay territories ; and 
even the materials for their resuscitation yet exist through- 
out the permanently settled provinces of Bengal: their 
existence forms an insuperable bar to an extension of the 
zemindarry permanent settlement even to the upper pro- 
vinces. Many instances are on record demonstrative of the 



attachment of the IIind(X)s to this system of domealicity ; 
villages that have l)een plundered and laid waste for thirty 
or forty years, have become immediately re-occupied by 
the original owners or their heirs on the return of tranquil- 
lity, jx>sscssion being*taken, without the slightest disputes 
with previous occupants, as soon as their right claimants 
were made known, the infant Potail, probably the second 
or third in descent from the emigrator, being carried at the 
head of the parties, who, while absent from their homes, had, 
no matter how far scattered, kept up a regular communi- 
cation, intermarrying among each otlier, and making the 
links of adversity bind them the more firmly together in 
friendshi}).* Under the village assessment it is difficult to 
say what proportion of the produce goes to pay the revenue ; 
the custom of tlie district is the guide for the distribution of 
the corporation taxation ; in general the village expenses arc 
paid before the i cvenue amount is fixed on ; these expenses 
include a great many items, viz, the different officers of the 
village before enumerated, the potail, the carpenter, the 
barber, the watchman, the doctor, &c. have each a sliarc, 
after which^ there is so much reserved to keep up the hos- 
pitality of the village and so on. Mr. Fortescuc says that^ 

the ’Government know little of the ]>recise extent of pro- 
perty of any of the village proprietors ; it is not the interest 
or the wish of the village that the Government should scru- 
tinize and know their possessions, and therefore if any one 
of the brotherhood fails to pay his proportion, that is a 
matter for the village at large to settle, they will often come 
forward to pay it for him, but those are all private arrange- 
ments kept to themselves.'” (Lords, 533.) And in speaking 
of the number of deserted villages about Delhi which have 
been repeopled since the country came into the hands of the 

* For an interesting account of these proceeding's, vide Sir .Tohu 
Makrolin's and Colonel Tod’s valuable works on India. 



Company, be says, “the principle was adopted of not 
assessing a village till it was in such a forw'ard state of cul- 
tivation that, with reference to other land, it was reasonable 
to assess it — Mr. Fortescue adds, that “ the improved 
cultivation of land has gone before the* increase of revenue 
this has been the case all over India, and it has been the 
wise policy of the gov^nments to encourage cultivation as 
well by moderate assessments, as by giving every facility 
f<H* extended husbandry. Before taking leave of this 
branch of the subject I would wish to advert to some other 
parts of Mr. Rickards'* work, but really it is such a blended 
mass of contradictory opinions, and so much at variance in 
itself, and compared with his evidence l^efore parliament, 
that it is a wearisome task to unravel and ex])ose ; at one 
moment Mr. R. condemns the minuteness of the ryotwar 
survey at Madras (which occupied five years, and cost the 
Company £36,000), and at the same time he blames the 
Company‘*s Government for ignorance of the state of the 
country in Bengal; he censures the government for the 
general inequality of their assessments, but admits that 
“ surveys have been frequently attempted for the purpose 
of equalizing the land-tax of India, and reducing it to just 
and moderate principles.” (Lords, 522.) Numerous are his 
complaints against the Bengal government for having di&r 
possessed and beggared the zemindars with whom the per- 
manent settlement was made, while in the next page (385) 
he condemns these very same zemindars for ignor^ce, 
rapacity, oppressions, collisions, and abuses of all kinds 
he denies that the permanent assessment was a moderate 
jumma,* asserts that the assessment levied by the Company 

• Mr. Christian, as well as numerous other witnesses and writers, 
maintain with truth, that the “ Lower Provinces of Beng;al are 
generally con.si(le]'cd to be lightly assessed, and in many parts very 
much under assessed.” (Lords, S4,) 



was greater than that of the Mahomodans, hut avows that 
now there is a scramble for land when put up for sale, the pos- 
session of which, during the Moslem dynasty, “ was rather 
considered a misfortune than an advantage'’’ (page 368) ; 
and descril)es lands selling in 1821 for seventeen years* 
purchase of the jumma (371). He proves that the Maho- 
medans exacted, plundered, and squeezed, without any fixed 
rule (25), declares that the East-India Company follow the 
same course (vol. i. page 279),* while before the House of 
Lmrds the very same authority, Mr. Rickards, is obliged to 
admit that ‘‘ the Governments of India have been most 
anxious to improve the state of the ryots, as well as the 
Court of Directors in this country, — the orders of the Court 
of Directors abounding with able and humane instructions 
for a just adni'nistration of the territories committed to 
their charge’* (Lords, 3964) ; again, — he sneers at the 
Company’s territories as “ a paradise of happiness and bless- 
ings”f (p, 38), ridicules tlie Court of Directors as the ‘‘ in- 
spired high priests of the temple in Leaden hall-street,” 
&c. (p. 69); and yet .Mr. Rickards recommends these very 
inspired high priests of the temple, whom he accuses of 

oppressing” their native subjects, using the most ‘‘ bar- 

• Yet at vol. i. pajro G2J, admits, ‘‘ the Revenue Board at Madras 
were obviously led t<> the adoption of the inonzawa or village ayatem, 
by a sincere desire to relieve the inliabitants from that wretched 
poverty into which former Hnancial systems had plunged them 
a pretty proof of following in the steps of their predecessors ! But 
these admissions which burst out here and there like rays of truth, 
the effulgence of which no calumny however dark and thick can 
entirely destroy, are always qualitied by a negative, so as if possible 
to destroy the import of what could not be obliterated. At vol. i. 
page 471, Mr. Riwvards sneers at the idea of a Company's servant 
“ lowering the assessment indeed T' and at p. 124, and at other places 
he describes them as the ** subservient tools of m'bitrary power.^’ 

t This inconsistent writer says, that the courts of the Asiatic 
monsters, the Mahomedans, &c. abounded in barbaric pearl and gold, 
while* squalid poverty and misery stalked through every region of 
their dominions. I'he reverse is now the case ; the Company are poor, 
and their subjects rich, in grain, &<•. if not in money. 



barous cruelty*'’* to tlie free merchants, and perpetuating the 
most iniquitous system of fiscal exaction that ever was de- 
vised ;* yet, I say, after all this, Mr. Rickards recom- 
mends the Court of Directors to his Majesty's G^wernment 
as ‘‘ the fittest medium they could ^hiploy for the political 
administration of India ,”-!- — O tempora ! O snores ! 

What the object of, Mr. Rickards was in writing the two 
volumes now before me it is difficult to conceive; it is true 
he promised to shew his ])lan for reform in tlie fifth part of 
his work, wliich was certainly to be desired after the 
strenuous efforts he has made to demolish the whole of the 
present structure, and tlie lieightened, but distorted manner 
in which he has painted the effects thereof. His eternal harp- 
ing on the diary of the Surat factory some fifty years since ; 
what he himself Iieard or saw, in the wildest and most un- 
civilized part of India, twenly-fivc years ago(!) and what 
passages he could pick out of old editions of works thirty 
years of age nevertheless Mr. Rickaids bids adieu to the 

^ At vol. i. p. 570, of liis work, ISIr. l{i<,*kards in rof<‘rrnt*o to 
these * high j>riests of the temple,' “ it i.s but justjce to the Court of 
Directors to add, that the whole of their print<*d eorrespondeiiee indi> 
cates an anxious desire to see these principles |to confer on the 
different orders of the coinmunit}' a security of property which they 
never before enjoN ed ; to protect tbe laudboldei s from arbitrary and 
oppressive demands on the part of government ; to relieve the pro- 
prietors of small estates from the tyranny of the poM erful zemindars, 
and to free tlie whole body (^f merchants and inanufaeturors, and all 
the lower orders of the people, from the lieavy impositions to which 
they have long been subjected:' — Court of Directors letter to the 
Bengal Government | carried into effect. 'J'heir letters,” conti lines 
Mr. Rickards, “ abound with excellent instruction, sound philoso- 
phical views, and a constant desire to prnm»>te the general welfare ; 
and more especially to guard tlie lower classes against oppression.” 
Yet the authors of such measures are in other pages of the same vo- 
lume loaded with every species of vituperation, ironical and direct. 

t Lords, 28th May 1><30 ; evidence which was given after the 
work, from which I am quoting, was written. 

t I might point to many verbatim passages in Mr. Rickards’ 
writings unacknowledged ; an old edition of Hamilton's East-India 
Gazetteer contains, U'ord for word, Mr. Rickards’ description of the 
invasion of Hyder Ali info the Jaghire; and his (pjotations from 
Colebrooke’s tlnsbandry of Bengal, in 1800 and 1804, is a pretty cri- 
terion for the state of the country in 1832 ! 



public, without telling them what superstructure he would 
raise on the present system of landed taxation, which he says, 
bt'ars down with an overwhelming force and universal 
pressure men of caste, and men of no caste, who exhibit 
one uniform picture of pauperism and degradation,” (vol. 
i. p. 41); — and which he informs the House of Lords, 
14 May 1830, “ keeps the cultivators in India in a state 
which gives them little more than a baje sufficiency to keep 
body and soul together.” Tlieir Lordshi])s were naturally 
most anxious to know what could be (If)ne to relieve this 
state, and thought the witness before them a fit person to 
suggest such amelioration as would be desirable, particu- 
larly as Mr. Rickards dwelt so strongly on his prophesies 
in 1813, and referred them so constantly to his works for 
an exposure of the (^)mpany\s system ; it would be there- 
fore only reasonable to expect, that a man who had taken 
such ])ains to prove the })ernieious effects of one system of 
revenue, would have been enabled to jx)int out some better 
means of meeting tlie ‘‘ indispensable necessity of a certain 
quantum of revenue, to ])ay the ])rescnt heavy expenses 
of the Compan^^'s Government ;* their liordships tlicrefore 
said (Qu. 4000), Pray, Mr. Rickards, as you have re- 
presented the mischief whicli had arisen out of the land 
revenue in India, can you suggest to tiie committee any 
improvement in that system The task of censure is 
easy, or as the poet might say, 

“ Facilis dosren.sis Averni.” 

Mr. Rickards, I dare say, found it (|uite/«c?7^, to send 
the Company’s revenue system to Avernus, but he was 
obliged to tell their Lordships, ‘‘ it would be ({uite impos- 
sible to reduce the aggregate amount of land taxation in 
India; — it must be done gradually, as other sources of 

* Mr. Rickardfs; Lords, 1 4fh May 18'kl. 



supply present themselves !” (Lords, Qii. 4000). The 
answer did not satisfy their Lordships, after so much vitu- 
peration had been bestowed on the system, more especially 
as Mr, Rickards condemned so strongly the inequality of 
the assessment, and yet informed them that he was “ of 
opinion that surveys would never be of use to us,*” “ Well 

then, Sir,*” said the Committee (4005), in what 
manner would you assess the revenue without the as- 
astance of a survey ‘‘ Oh I'’ said the denunciator against 
the system in force, which only ‘ leaves the people as much 
as will keep body and soul together “ we must necessarily 
proceed for the present on the systems which are in force 
in the different districts of India, subject to such modifi- 
cations and amendments as may be afforded through the 
means of native committees;^ unless they can suggest 
means, by which this object can be accomplished, I should 
despair of success !*” This, then, is Mr. Rickards* pawflree/jr, 
for all the evils which he complains of. Why what have 
the Company’s Gk)vernments been doing the last fifty years, 
but trying to amend the revenue, as well as judicial insti- 
tutions of the country, consulting with natives of every 
caste, class, and persuasion ? nay, they were even desirous 
of striking out other paths of supply to meet the exigencies 
of the state, one of which was a house-tax, which was 
strenuously opposed every where ; the causes for which I 

* The Honourable Mountstuart Elphiastone says, with reference 
to Bombay, the very^ place where Mr. Rickards was, “ the mode of 
collecting the revenue is adapted to the circumstances of the country; 
in some few parts settlements are made with the proprietors of tracts 
of country, more commonly with the beads of villages, or with the 
village communities, or with the individual cultivators. In some in- 
stances tracts of uncultivated countly are given in farm to any people 
who Mdll undertake to lay out their capital in improving them.” 
(Lords, p. 307 .) Mr. Elphinstone says that before he left Bombay, 
“ a more complete survey was just commenced in the Deckan, with 
a view to a new and lighter assessment, and to defining tenures and 
fixing boundaries, the revenue being assessed according to the real 
productive power and range of the land.” (p. 308.) 
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cannot better give, than in the words of a distinguished 
divine, as I have noted it down when perusing his delight- 
ful writings. 

Disinclination of the Hindoos to any other species of 
taocation than the present system. — Bishop Heber, in de- 
scribing the tumult and sitting dhurnd which occurred at 
Benares when we attempted to levy a house-tax there, 
gives the following reasons of the natives for objecting 
to it: ‘‘ They recognized in their British rulers the same 
rights which had been recognized by the Moguls ; the 
land-tax was their‘’s, and they could impose duties on com- 
modities going to market, or for cx}X)rtation ; but their 
houses were their own, tliey (the Hindoos) had never been 
intermeddlfd with in any but their landed property 
and connnodities used in traffic, and the same }x>wer 
which now imposed a tax on their dwellings, might do the 
same next year on their children and on themselves.'” 

Acting on these feelings, the Bishop says, that “ in three 
days, and before Government were in the least aware of it, 
above three hundred thousand men deserted their houses, 
shut up their sho[>s, suspended the labour of their farms, 
forbore to light fires, dress victuals, many of them even"^ 
to eat, and sat down with folded arms and drooping heads, 
like so many sheep, on the plain which surrounds Benares 
A deputation of ten thousand persons was next proposed 
to be sent to Calcutta, — in fine, Government abandoned 
the tax. A nearly similar scene occurred at Bareilly.* 
What alternative then have the authorities ? would Mr. 
Rickards recommend their following the plan in England, 

♦ Mr. Christian says that “ chanj^e is viewed by the natives 
with a very considerable degree of jealousy ; and any eliange, how- 
ever just, they do not understand, and they are apt to suspect that 
something more is coming.”(Lords, 847.) Air. Christian was asked, 
“ from your knowledge of the state of the population of Bengal and 
the territories subject to the Bengal Government, do you think there 

are 
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of taxing- fire, air, earth, and water; hackney coaches*" 
and sausages (apropos, Mr. Poulett Thompson’s excellent 
bill repeals the tax on sausages), little dogs and pedlars, 
bagnios or gaming housesf (such a tax is imposed by the 
King’s Government in Ceylon), births, marriages, and 
deaths in fine, every thing eatable or drinkable, usable 
or not usable, which in free Kngland pays in some shape 
or other to the government ? But Mr. Rickards and his 
coadjutors renew their clamour on the old doctrine, that 
the ability of the subject to pay, will be in proportion as 
he is free. I do not deny the abstract principle of the 
axiom, but I object to its sweeping application ; if it 
were qualified by the admission, that in proportion to the 
freedom of a people, in such proportion would be their 
willingness to contribute to the demands of the state, then 
I could not refuse concurrence to it. But the amount of 
taxation on a people, is neither a way to judge of. the de- 
gree of liberty whicli they possess, nor of the prosperity 
which they enjoy. When M. Necker published his able 
work on the financial state of France previous to the revo- 
lution, it presented to view several remarkable facts. 

BuRoundy. Picardy. 

In the province 1 ,226J square In the province 458 square 
leafj^ues; — 6G3 souls to each league, leagues; — 1,1G4 souls to the 
each head paying Ih.v. 9rf. ; no square league; — each head pay- 
manufactures — free institutions. ing i^l. 4^. llrf. ; — abundance of 

manufactures, — no free institu- 
tions. 

are means of raising the revenue by taxation to any extent? A, Any 
change from established custom in India gives rise to considerable 
dissatisfaction. The land rent is what they readily pay ; although 
it may ajmear exorbitant, yet it is a revenue which is paid without 
much difficulty ; and a tax in any other shape, however small, is com- 
paratively disliked, T think.” (848.) 

* How the cranchie wallahs of Calcutta would stare if they were 
to be taxed ! 

t The gaming-houses in Ceylon are, in fact, bagnios. 

X What are the licenses, probates, &c. in England but modifica- 
tions of the Mahomedan taxation on, the sairn; events.^ 
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Brittany. Normandy. 

In the province 1, 77^11 square In the province 1,635 square 
ka^iies; — 1,282 souls to each leagues; — ^170 souls to each 
square league each head pay- league ; — each head paying 
ing 10, y. llrf.— A free province. £ 1 . 6^. — No distinct rights. 

In the foregoing, We see that where there were abundance 
of manufactures, but no free institutions, the population 
was more numerous, and the average taxation greater than 
where the contrary existed ; but as this subject is of consi- 
derable importance, not only to India but to England, let 
us examine it more narrowly. 

Great Britain and Ireland enjoy the same political institu- 
tions, but the people of the latter country are less able to 
bear their taxation, ten shillings and six-pence per head per 
annum*, than the people of Great Britain, who pay sixty shil- 
lings per head, which (including poor-rates, &c.) is the 
amount of their contribution to the state. The cause is ob- 
vious ; one is a manufacturing as well as an agricultural 
country, where property and person are safe from violence ; 
the other possesses few manufactures, and society is in a con- 
stant state of turmoil and party disputes, from previous mis- 
government, which the ruling authorities are unable to sub- 
due. The French, under M. Necker, paid a revenue of 
£24,850,000, averaging £1, 0«. 8c?. per head ; but under the 
despotism of Napoleon, they contributed a much larger quota. 
St. Domingo, previous to its revolution, could furnish a 
much greater revenue than at the present moment, when 
enjoying all the blessings of freedom. 

The following statement of the revenue, debt, &c. of the 
different countries in Europe compared with India and 
America will, however, best illustrate the subject : 



Extent of Popllation, Re\ enue, and Debt, and the Proportion of each to each Individual in Europe, America 
and India. 
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This table shews the absurdity of the doctrine, that the 
freedom of a nation is tested by the amount of revenue 
which it supplies ; America, for instance, pays little more 
than Russia, as much as Austria, and double the amount 
of India ; Denmark af erages nearly the same as Spain, and 
the Ottoman empire and Switzerland are almost alike, 
while as regards their debt, Russia and America, Spain 
and France are on a footing. A difference in the system 
of finances, agriculture, and manufactures in nations affords 
a material difference in the ability of the people to pay 
heavy or light taxes, or to bear enormous or trivial debts. 
In Switzerland, as well as in England or Holland, the 
taxes arc carried to nearly the greatest possible extent, but 
the Dutchman or Briton could in time of war, or under a 
despotic sovereign, bear more than the Swiss ; the reason is 
obvious, the former })ossess extensive agriculture, commerce, 
and manufactures, the latter are a poor but brave and free 
pe(3ple. The inhabitants of the barren rock of St. Helena 
may be as free as the citizens of London, but will they be 
as rich ? I admit, nay I am certain, that liberty is a power- 
ful incitement to the prosperity of a nation (I mean that 
liberty which provides for personal safety, security of pro- 
perty, and the authority of public opinion) ; but, as Swit- 
zerland, Norway, and Sweden prove, there are other ingre- 
dients as well as the essence of freedom requisite for the 
creation and progression of wealth. When Mr. Rickards, 
therefore, complains that the Hindoos are not rich because 
they do not possess such free institutions as Englishmen, 
lie should recollect the difference in manufactures there is be- 
tween them, and remember that by following his advice, the 
people of India will be less able from year to year to bear even 
their present assessment. In England, the agricultural inte- 
rest, although not of much more value than the manufactur- 
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ing interest,* is protected in every shape ; the farmer on 
signing his lease contracts two positive debts, -f one to the 
landlord for rent, the other to the soil for the expenses of 
tillage ; he relies on the goodness of the seasons, and the 
rate of the markets, for the provision* of means to liquidate 
his engagements. The government cannot control the sea- 
sons, but they may the markets, and to prevent ruin to 
the landed interest by either of these contingencies failing, 
an impost is put on foreign corn, because an immoderate 
importation would be as fatal as a complete drought, J while 


♦ The late Air. Cohiulioun estimated the annual creation of pro- 
perty in (ireat Britain and Ireland for the year 1812 as follows: 1 
lave excluded the East and West-India possessions, &c. — 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 


Ajrriculture .£216,817,1)24 

Mines and minerals 9,000,000 

Manufactures 114,230,000 

Inland Trade .31,. 000,000 

Foreifjn commerce and fthippingf 46, .373, 748 

Coasting trade 2,000,000 

Fisheries (exclusive of the colonial fisheries 

of Newfoundland) 2,100,000 

Banks, v?'z., chartered banks and private bank- 
ing e-stablishments 3,500,000 

Foreign income 5,000,000 

-Dependencies in Europe 1,818,000 


.£432,330,372 


t When the Hindoo farmer enters on his land, either by heritage 
or pujvhase, he does so knowing that from time immemorial it was 
subject to a certain assessment in proportion to its produce, which 
never entered iiKo the bargain of sale, no more than the tithe or poor 
laws do on land in England, or the ground rent of a house ; the 
Hindoos, therefore, in reality do not feel any burthen from the assess- 
ment, for instead of their taxes being heavier than formerly, they are 
lighter ; and had they a mart for the exchange or sale of tneir grain, 
sugar, coffee, and pepper, &c., they would soon become rich, on account 
of the fertility of the land. 

I It will be seen from this, that com laws are an advantage to the 
small farmers as well as to the great land proprietors. The English 
farmer, besides, is differently situated from the French, Spanish, or 
Portuguese ; if the corn fail them, they have their wine as a stand by. 
Moreover in England, the tradespeople do not, like the farmers, all 
deal in one article, on which their whole support depends. M. 

Neckcr 
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the labourers receive by the operation of the poor laws» 
not so much according to their work as their wants ; but 
in India nothing of the kind exists ; it is an immense agri- 
cultural country, in which, from the seasons becoming 
more regular, from the greater care bestowed on cultiva- 
tion, and from the tranquillity which it enjoys, the produce 
of the earth is becoming more and more abundant, while 
the precious metals are diminishing in even a faster ratio 
than the few maimfactures it possessed. Mr. Rickards 
says, that if the trade be thrown open (I cannot understand 
this expression in any other manner than reducing the duty 
in England on East-lndia sugar, coffee, &c.) the exports 
of England to India will be increased tc) ten times their 
present amount; how this is to be tlie case while the landed 
revenue of the country is diminishing, and in some places 
the people objecting from sheer inability to pay it in money, 
is extraordinary ; if the British government continue their 
present prohibitions on the raw and manufactured produce 
of Hindostaii, v/hile beggaring every artizan in the country 
by the introduction of cheap goods, the East-lndia Com- 
pany may be soon without any revenue but that wliich they 
will receive in kind; for let it be remembered, the taxes in 
England are on consunquion, those in India on land.* 

Necker thus flt’t'oiids llie system of corn Ia>rs in France “ Should « 
minister ;ido})i a lc<^islation for the commerce of corn':* Love for the 
])eople will prevent his blindly abandoning that traffic to an excess of 
liberty ; tliat he may prevent sudden starts in the price of subsistence; 
since those movements unattended to, not being- followed iimncdiatcly 
by a similar rise in the price of work, necessarily exposes those who 
live by theii- Uibour to real suffering.” 

* The pliilos<jpbic Mill thus explains the effect of so monstrous a sys- 
tem as that of annihilating the manufacturing interest of an immense 
country, and making it one field of food: “ There can he no doubt, 
says Mr. Mill, ‘‘ that, by increasing every year the proportion of the 
population which you employ in raising food, and diminishing every 
year the proportion employed in every thing else, you may go on in- 
irreasing food as fast as population increases, till the labour of a man 
upon the land is just sufficient to add as much to the produce as wdll 

maintain 
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The condition of India is not, therefore, to be Judged of by 
its revenue system^ but by the value which it» surplus pro- 
duce, whether corn, sugar, or coffee, will bring in a foreign 
market ; yet England, though requiring remittances from 
India, will neither use these articles nor allow India 
to trade with continental Europe or America as an inde- 
pendent state. I will no longer pursue a topic which ought 
to make every person calling himself an Englishman, blush 
for the conduct of parliament* towards the Hindoos, the 
lamentable effects of which are seen in the fourth 
chapter, on the import trade from India. But I cannot 
close the chapter, without referring to an error (rather 
a popular one), respecting the effects of the metayer sys- 
teuk in Italy. Mr. Rickards, in allusion to this subject, 
says (Lords, 3963), the poverty of the cultivators is 
extreme, the cultivation is consequently in a low state, and 
far less productive than it would be if greater capital could 

maintain himself and raise a family. But. if things were made to go 
on in such an order till they arrived at that pass, men would have food, 
but they would have nothing else. There would be nothing for ele- 
gance, nothing for ease, nothing for pleasure. There would be no 
class exempt from the necessity of perpetual labour, by whom know'- 
ledge might be cultivated, and discoveries useful to inankiud might 
be made. There would be no physicians, no legislators. The 
human race would become a mere multitude of animals of a very low 
description, having only two functions, that of raising food and that of 
consuming it. Many a reader may be startled to learn such truths. 
They are exposed to every Englishman in India, and will every day 
receive some new and strong corroboration .” — Supplement to E7Lvy, 
Brit.y article Colony,'*'^ 

* I must, of course, except the philanthropic President of the Board 
of Control, Sir Charles Forbes, and many others : the motion w^hich the 
worthy baronet has given notice of, namely, to reduce the duty on salt- 
petre £rom Gd. to 3d. per cwt. ; on riew from l.v. to 6d. efitto ; on 
pepper irom 1^. to 6d. per lb. will not he supported in the house, and Sir 
CJiarles will have the mortification to find in this, as in very many 
other instances, his benevolent feelings and comprehensive policy are 
of little avail to the Hindoos, when opposed by selfishness, or narrow 
and impolitic principles ; even Sir Charles’ representation, that East- 
India coffee pays per lb. duty, while chicory root, with which it is 
adulterated, is <mly to pay Gd. per lb. by Mr. r . TJiompson’s customs 
bill, has been useless : this is a had specimen of commercial legislation. 
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he employed to improve it; but, ia the present state of the 
cultivators, it appears to me quite impossible. The sys- 
tem in India is, in fact, very like what has been described 
in Europe under the denomination of the metayer system; 
it is a division of produce between cultivators and pro- 
prietors, the only difference being that in India the pro- 
prietors are the government, whilst in Europe there are 
individual proprietors deriving a net rent ; but the culti- 
vators under the metayer system being, like the ryots or 
cultivators in India, in a state of the most destitute and 
wretched poverty;* the condition of the latter may be 
judged of by comparing it with that of the former.” The 
metayer system of Europe principally exists in Italy, it 
will be well therefore to investigate the state of farming 
there, and the condition of the cultivator, as Mr. Rickards 
has infoimed Parliament it may from thence judge of 
the most wretched and destitute poverty” of the Hin- 
doos. -1“ I begin with Tuscany, a dukedom of 6,320 square 
miles area, with a population so great as 205 to the square 
mile, and yielding an annual revenue to the state of 9s. 
from each individual. 


* Mr. Rickards delig^hts to speak of tlie “ most destitute and 
MToteked powrty,” (destitute poverty and wrctclied poverty) of the 
Flindoos, from what he saw of the wild inhabitants of Malabar, a 
<|uarter of a eentury a«o. Let him walk down to Spitalfields, or drive 
to Manchester, and he will witness powity, compared with M'hich, 
India is a paradise ; but if this be not sufficient, let him cross the 
Channel to Ireland, and he will find enoug^b of ‘‘ the most M retched 
and destitute poverty.” Unfortunately for Mr. Rickards, the Irish 
are not under the government of the East- India Company; if they 
were, we should have heard, before this, of thousands suosisting upon 
sea-weed, or, like the savages of New Flolland, prowling along the 
ocean shores iu search of putrid fish! It is a wonder Mr. Rickards 
does not ascribe the state of the Irish to the “monopoly of the East- 
India Company.” 

t If Mr. Rickards were to visit Ceylon, particularly the Kandyan 
provinces, as the author of this wiwk has done, he would witness a 
state of destitution which would shut his lips against the Company’s 
{Government. This magnificent island, as large as Ireland, does not 

contain 



The>fii»t author at hand, is an interesting tour througfi 
Italy, by Mr. Jaibes Colibett (in who Mr. Rickards 

will admit to be a good judge of farming, and disposed to 
look narrowly into the condition of the people. 

The system of farming in Tuscany, according to Mr. 
James Cobbett, is this: ‘‘ The htndlord finds all the 
capital, and he pays for half of what it may be necessary 
to risk, such as food for the farmer'^s cattle and manure 
for his land. For rent and for the interest of his capital, 
the landlord receives one-half of the profits of the farm. 
The farmer cultivates the land, and attends to the stock at 
his own expense.’’ (P. 76.) 

This is the general system in Itajy, and its effects are 
thus narrated by James Cobbett, who describes farming 
on the Riviera as “ a sort of farming in romance.” He 
says, “ great labour, and that too during ages of time, 
must have been endured to give hundreds of acres of the 
land its present shape,” (p. 36). This is in allusion to the 
very sides of the mountains being cultivated, and the earth 
drilled in terraces supported by walls to prevent the soil 
being washed away by the rains from the nmuntain top. 
Speaking of Lucca he writes, “ it is quite a treat to sec its 
agriculture ; it is not farming, it is literally market garden- 
ing all the way : not so much the appearance of a tract of 
country divided into farms, and farms subdivided into fields, 
as of one immense field divided into gardens, and gardens 
laid out into beds.” Again he says, “ we have nothing properly 
called farming, that is at all compared with the field culture 

contain a million of inhabitants, nor grow rice sufficient for their 
support; and yet the authorities draw but one-tenth of the landed 
rental ; his Majesty’s government, however, made up for their abste- 
miousness with respect to the land, by taxing a great variety of other 
things ; even the fish for market, which is caught in the rivers or in 
the sea, did not escape fiscal exaction. Add to which, the system of 
forced labour which I have witnessed in the province of Ouva, is* a 
disgrace to the British name. Sir Wilmot Horton has indeed a fine 
field for the exercise of his liberal principles. 



displayed here, — there is scarcely an instance of £u|uTe^ or 
any thing like patchiness in a crop, and (ifrery crop that is 
above ground shews that it has wanted nothing that thfe 
art of raising it and the industry of the artist could bestow. 
The side of every hill is cultivated in this way, every 
particular shews the most minute attention ; many of the 
fields do not measure more than four or five square rods, 
and you will sometimes see thirty or forty of them all 
adjoining to one another, each being separately fenced in 
with vines trained to stakes or reeds; it would be hard 
to say whether it be the offerings of Bacchus or Ceres, 
that are here the most studiously solicited ; some of the 
most luxurious crops of corn in the world are those which 
are grown here ; the soil, however, must be an ungrateful 
one if it yield not the best of wine and corn, and if the 
enjoyment of nature's two choicest gifts in equal abun- 
dance be any where the right of human industry, the 
laborious and ingenious cultivators of the pretty little 
fields of Lucca may surely look upon it as due to them,*” 
(p.107). 

Speaking of the country about Naples, the same agree- 
able author says : ‘‘ This, I take it, is about the perfection 
of Italian agriculture, though you do not see such great 
care and neatness as about Lucca and some other places.^ 

This is certainly any thing but a picture of the ‘ most 
destitute poverty,’ which Mr. Rickards asserts, with his 
usual recklessness, is the inevitable consequence of the 
metayer system ; but let us follow Mr. Cobbett. In his 
tour of Pisa he says: the sight of the farmers and 

the labouring men from the country, with their wives and 
daughters, is pleasing, they look so contented and happy : 
the country people are all very nicely dressed, all clean and 
neat,*^ (p. 86). The people are infinitely better off than 
we arc,” p. (149). Nicely dressed, and all clean, neat 



country people, with tlieir wives smiling contentment, and 
their daughters laughing dimples and happiness, are fear- 
ftd indications of poverty. The next extract will shew 
that their cgntent is not' that of the hog, which seeks 
nothing but the gratification of its appetite ; the ‘‘ wretched 
metayers” seem as independent in soul as in pocket. 
Discoursing on the lower orders, Mr. Cobbett remarks : 
“ Servants and their employers are much more on a level 
than in England ; when citizens go out to their country 
houses, as during the vintage, the family of a gentleman 
will sit down and play at cards along with their own do- 
mestics ; there is no ‘ swinish multitude ^ — no ‘ basest ]:K)pu- 
lace the lowest class of society here have too much intel- 
ligence, and are too decent in their demeanour to deserve 
any such names,” (p. 266). 

Now as I know this will be thought an exaggeration by 
Mr. Cobbett, who plebeian-like, might love to speak well 
of the ‘ swinish multitude, ** I will quote the remark of a 
patrician, wdiose work has opportunely presented itself; it 
is that of the Diary of an Invalid,” who subsequently 
died in the judicial seat at Ceylon, and who might be con- 
sidered the antipode of Mr. Cobbett. In Tuscany the 
very cottages are neat and ornamental, and there is in the 
dress and appearance of the peasantry something which 
l^espeaks a sense of self-respect, and a taste for comforts, 
which will never be found where the peasantry is in a state 
of hopeless vassalage. The farms seem to be very small, 
seldom exceeding thirty acres — Diary of an Invalid, 
p. 252. 

One short extract from Mr. Cobbett’s pleasing work, 
and I have done with the volume, which I recommend Mr. 
Rickards to peruse, in order tliat he may learn the efifects 
of the metayer system. Lombardy,” says Mr. Cobbett, 

is almost one continued vineyard ; here are all the beau- 
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ties of agriculture ; those of Italy with those of England 9 
as far as possible, combined. The road over the level plains 
of Lombardy, is the very best I have ever seen in any part 
of the world ; the public roads are excellent ; they are 
good in all parts of this country that I have ever seen ; 
there are no turnpike gates in Italy,” (p. 356). 

Professor Martyn, in his tour through Italy, thus writes : 
‘‘ The industry of the inhabitants has in many places made 
amends for the want of fertility in the mountains, which 
are in general covered with olives, vines, pomegranates, 
orange and lemon trees, or shaded with carob trees, and 
evergreen oaks, and adorned with buildings and gardens,” 
(p.67). 

Again, this author says : “ Provisions are plentiful and 
cheap ; poultry, game, and fish are abundant ; fruits and 
garden-5«tufF are to be had all winter ; the wants of nature 
are so easily satisfied that the lower class of people work 
but little, their great pleasure is to bask in the sun and do 
nothing,” (p. 264). 

Speaking of the Lucca territory, he says ; ‘‘ An air of 
cheerfulness and plenty appears among the people, and 
their scanty soil is improved to the utmost ; the mountains 
are covered with vines, olives, chestnuts, and mulberries ; 
no beggars or idle people are to be seen ; the country is 
ornamented with abundance of charming houses,” (p. 347), 

Of Vicensa : ‘‘ The country flat and well cultivated ; 
the crops, com, maize, and grass; the wine of theVicentine is 
good,” (p. 379). 

From Bologna to Venice, ‘‘ the country well culti- 
vated,” (p. 354), 

From Naples to Mola, the country abounds in com, 
vines, pomegranates, lemons, &c.*’ (p. 298). 

In fact, all the writers I have met with agree, that in 
Tuscany, the Milanese, and the Florentine states, &c. the 
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land is divided into small parcels under the metayer sys- 
tem, presenting a richly cultivated aspect ; yielding in 
four years three crops for the support of man, two crops for 
cattle, one fallow, and a crop of hemp, to which must be 
added wine, silk, fruit, vegetables, the produce of the farm- 
yard, and the profits of rearing and fattening stock ; a 
farm of very moderate dimensions supporting a large 
family and twenty-two head of cattle ; the silk made is 
worth about twenty-five louis d\)r ; the wine prepared is 
greater than the consumption requires ; the crops of maize 
and beans nourish the lal)ourers, and nearly the whole quan- 
tity of corn and the inferior articles may be carried to market. 

Among the immense population* of Lombardy, where 
the economy of small farms is adopted, the soil is so per- 
fectly cultivated, that neither space nor time are lost. The 
crops, as in other parts of Italy, are inclosed by lines of 
fruit trees of various kinds, interspersed with mulberry 
trees, poplars, and oaks, which support festoons of vines 
covered with a profusion of grapes, tinging all beneath 
them with their purjde juice; rich corn-fields, beautiful 
verdure, lowing herds, neat commodious farm-houses, and 
a contented and joyous peasantry meet the eye at every 
step, from the foot of the Alps, to that of the Appenines.t 


• Italy in 1812 possessed a population of 1,237 individuals to the 
square leag:ue, notwithstanding there are whole regions depopulated 
hy reason of their unhealthiness, — the considerable space which the 
mountains and rivers otjcupy, and the want of manufactures or native 
commerce. With reference to the unhealthiness or depopulation of 
many parts of Italy which were formerly liealthy and richly peopled, 
as adverted to in the beginning of the second chnptor, T may remark 
that the marenna of Sienna, which was so fruitful that it furnished 
Rome with a large quantity of corn during the second Punic war 
(Pliny, Lib. IV.c. 52), on account of the present state of the air 
and water, is now waste and unpeopled. 

t May not the prosperous condition of the lowest class of people 
in Italy account for the difficulty which eveiy attempt to rouse them 
for the overthrow of the Austrian has met with ? The difference be- 
tween Italy and India consists, in the former having no tribute of four or 

five 



In Italy, as in India, the great subdivision of the land 
has vested on the surface an immense floating capital of 
industry ; four-fifths of the jX)pulation are cultivators ; 
there are but few day-labourers except in the large towns, 
the mass of the people being farmers on a small scale, the 
productive land absorbing any apparent surplus population 
as fast as it rises. In both countries we see splendid cities, 
the relics of a barbarous despotism fast sinking into decay, 
while humble but happy villages are rapidly encroaching 
on their nearly tenantless battlements; Rome and Delhi, 
Venice and Dacca, Pisa and Agra, are becoming heaps of 
mouldering ruins, from which, j)liaMnx-like, arise the 
rustic cottages of an industrious and peaceful, but no 
longer servile population. 

five millions stt rliiig' to pay to a distant country, while its manufactures 
are not destroyed by the inundation of foreip^n goods ; and the lessened 
cultivation or fertility of the soil in neighbouring (jountries affords a 
profitable market for the disposal of the surplus produce of the 
Italian farmer, a resource which the Indian is denied. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE SALT MONOPOLY ; VINDICATION OF THIS EAST-INDIA 

COMPANY BY A HINDOO; REFUTATION OF MR. CRAW- 

FURD AND MR. RICKARDS RESPECTING THE MOLUN- 
GHEES, &C. ; UNGENEROUS POLICY OF ENGLAND TO- 
WARDS THE HINDOOS; EXAMINATION OF THE PRUDENCE 

OR JUSTICE OF SUPPLYING INDIA WITH BRITISH SALT. 

In the last chapter I endeavoured to shew the effects of 
the landed revenue in India : I proceed now to examine tlie 
system of salt revenue in Bengal, where, on account of the 
Government having put a limit to the principal source of 
taxation (land), they are necessitated to raise an income 
from salt, because that article is consumed by the great 
mass of the people, reaching those whom the land-tax 
scarcely touches. This mode of providing for the exigen- 
cies of the state has not escaped the attacks of men who, in 
their eager partizanship or selfishness, have scrupled at 
nothing which might gain their object, but have endea- 
voured by every possible means, and by skilfully blending 
falsehood with truth, to deceive the public. I could, from 
personal knowledge, refute the assertions of Mr. Crawfurd 
and Mr. Rickards ; but it will be thought, perhaps, more 
desirable if I submit to my readers extracts of letters 
written to me by a salt darogah (native officer) in Calcutta, 
which were published by the author of this work in a 
weekly journal which he established in Bengal in four 
languages (English, BengaUee, Persian, and Hindoo- 



stanee*). These letters contain such a complete exposition 
of the “ salt monopoly that at the present moment, when 
the attention of the Select Committee of Parliament is spe- 
cially directed to the subject, it would be unjust towards 
the East-India Company, and unfair towards the talented 
author, to clothe their substance in my own language.-f* 
The letters were republished in the different Indian jour- 
nals, English and native, challenging investigation into 
the facts therein contained. The gauntlet was at last taken 
uj) by the editor of the India Gazette^ the Rev. Mr. Adam, 
who candidly avowed ‘‘ the familiar knowledge of details 
and the long experience which the salt darogah possessed, 
while no one had appeared in the field against him.” The 
revennd gentleman finding it was not })ossil)le to refute 
admitted facts, attacked the Hindoo on the principles of 
political economy, and w\as thus replied to : — 

• This j()iirii;;l whs undertaken with a view to assist in elevating’ 
tlie native ehai al ter ; the projector of it was assisted hy tlie most 
learned and liberal nati\esin Benufal ; the nati\e de))artments were 
conducted hy men of hi^h talent, and though its establishment has 
l)een a source! of much misfortune to the author, he rojoit!<vs that he 
was bv it not only enabled to aid the Indian (government in their 
efforts to sup|)ress the suttei's, hut that he has also been the means 
of causing the af)olifion of coqioral punishment in the Bengal Kii- 
ropean army; of effeetually checking the practice of duelling ; and the 
example which he set the natives of having one journal in two or 
more languages has been follovred at Bengal, Bombay, and Madras. 
Individual suffering may well therefore be forgotten, when it is 
reM arded hy tin? dissemination of general goml. 

t 1 have no hesitation in mentioning the name of the author, be- 
cause he is a man who 1 believe never did an aet W'hich he would 
desire to disown, and whose nmnifieent disposition is only eiiualled by 
his attachment to the British nation. Of his ability to state the facts in 
these letters, I refer to the evidence before the House of Lords, in 
which are published some of his letters as furnished by Mr. Rickards, 
illustrating the progress of the Hindoos in English literature; but 
I may also state, that 1 myself witnessed a great part of them 
dictated to the author’s amanuensis; if any Hindoo bo deserving of 
beinj^ raised to the highest rank in the state for integrity, talent, and 
fidelity, it is Dwarkanant Tagore, whose services T trust the Honour- 
able Company will amply remunerate. 



** SiK, — I am g^lad to »eethat the Editor of the India Gazette has at 
length taken up my gauntlet ; — I am proud of my antagonist ; — I am 
entirely satisfied with the tone of his remarks, and 1 shall be still 
more satisfied when he comes forward with facts against the salt 
monopoly, which I shall do my little possible to defend. Any man 
can declaim against any thing ; but I want facts to shew, where, why, 
how, and to what extent the salt monopoly is deserving of censure 
more than any other tax. Even my being an indifferent political 
economist does not make it so, if it is not so in itself. I care not a 
fig, Mr. Editor, for the “ other monopolies'’ of the East-lndia Com- 
pany. I repeat, that the salt monopoly has been more abused than it 
deserves, and more abused than any other Indian monopoly whatever ; 
and 1 will prove my assertion, that it has been more abused than it 
deserves, whenever its adversaries bring forward any tangible charge 
against it. As far as I can understand a science, the high priests of 
which disagree on so many important points, gnd only agree in one, 
viz, their own infallibility — all the maxims of political economy are 
not applicable, it appears to me, in this country, as society now exists. 
Let us try : 

“ ‘ Competition,’ says the Editor of the India Gazette^ ‘ would in- 
crease the quantity maaiufactured, lessen the price, extend the con- 
sumption, and and to the comforts of the people.’ This maxim is 
not, I suppose, confined to salt. Let, therefore, any liberal set of 
political economists exert their energies to encourage the manufac- 
ture of beef-soup for the poor Hindoos of Nepaul or Rajpootanah. 
Let them try to promote the sale of pork sausages for Mussulmans 
at Hydrabad. I would ask them, after a reasonable time, whether any 
competition on the part of the beef-soup makers, or creators of sausa- 
ges, could, after the few European residents had been supplied, either 
lessen the price or extend the consumption of the above savoury and 
admirable condiments ? 

** Here are cases in which the maxims of political economy are inap- 
plicable, owing to a particular state of society. In England both the 
beef-soup and the sausages would be materially reduced in price by 
competition, and the reduced price, and the large supply, would in- 
duce many to become consumers, who before only smelt those luxu- 
ries afar off, or devoured them in dreams : But will any man in his 
senses believe that any competition, amy increase in the quantity pro- 
duced, would extend the consumption in the cases 1 have supposed, or 
add to the comfort of the people of Hydrabad and Nepaul ! pry- 
thee, Mr* Editor, what is the grand dispute at this moment ^ in Eng- 
land, touching free trade, low duties, &c.? Do you think that all the 
opponents of those principles, which 1 admire ex<;esBively, are idiots ? 
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Of course their antagonists will call them so, and moreover add that 
they are rascals, traitors, scoundrels, and so forth. This is doubtless 
the more approved mode of conducting argument ; but * fine words,’ 
Mr. Editor, to use a simile of the divine Krishna, ‘ butter no 
parsnips.’ I would ask if there are not men of great talent, sound 
sense, and long experience opposed to Mr. Huskisson’s views? and is 
it not a doubt at this moment, whether, like the Frenchman’s horse 
who was to live upon a straw a day, half the manufacturing classes 
will not be starved|under the present experimenls ? — But in what does 
all this originate ? Why, ty any unprejudiced man it will appear 
plainly to originate in the state of society in England : for if that hapj)y 
community who, without the aid of a governing Company, or a salt 
monopoly, are the most hetaxed generation on earth, were free from 
those imposts winch are the happy results of glory and the national 
debt, there would not— I’ll wager the bone of the little finger of 
Krishna, which is positively at Juggumaiith — be one individual in the 
islands of Groat Britain, found hardy enough to oppose either free 
trade or light duties. 

“ The aLove is another instance in which the maxims of political 
economy are inapplicable, or considered by many eminent men inap- 
plicable, owing to a particular state of society. Here are ‘ human 
wants,’ * human motives,’ * human hopes and wishes’ all crying out 
for a free trade, low duties, or no duties, for ever ! Yet, on the one 
hand, some millions of silk throwsters and glove makers, and such 
raggamufllns, profess that they are about to be starved, which must 
be entirely a misapprehension on their parts, while on the other a 
vast body of able and upright gentlemen say that the principles c>f 
free trade, low duties, &c. are incompatible with the prosperity of 
Great Britain. As that country is now circumstanced, surely a Hin- 
doo may be pardoned if misgivings of the same nature with regard to 
the inapplicability of many of the principles of political economy to 
society as it now exists in this country, do occasionally trouble his 
inwards. Mind, I pretend not to assert that the principles of political 
economy are false ; 1 merely say, that in particular states of society 
they are not convertible from theory into practice ; or, in other words, 
it is impossible to apply them in the real business of government or of 
life. 

But what do 1 see!— The Government Gazette for yesterday, the 
20th inst. has just been put into my hand — pray Mr. Editor, have you 
a kind of Honourable United Company of Brewers who enjoy any 
share oC the government of England, and who, as sovereigns, are 
enabled to enact laws against competition ? If you have not, there is 
a most singular idea abroad. Lo! here it is. — ‘ The Select Commit- 
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tee on the state of the London Police ascribe to the cheapness of 
a portion of the destructive influence by which the criminal calendar 
is of late years so frightfully enlarged : the inference is most likely to 
be correct,’ &c. There must, however, be a cause for this cause, a 
reason for the people taking so much to gin of late years, * instead of 
malt liquors, and it is supposed that this reason is sufficiently obvioii** 
in the Monopoly of the brewers, and to the temptation to which it has 
led of adulterating a wholesome beverage to such an extent, that the 
people, sooner than drink it, have recourse to more poisonous pota- 
tions.’ 

“ What, Mr. Editor, — a monopoly! a monopoly in a free country! 
and not a government in monopoly! a monopoly unprotected by legis- 
lative enactments ! why the merest tyro in political economy will tell 
you that the thing is impossible, that is, impossible in tftpnry. What 
the deuce has become of competition, is it prohibited to compete with 
brewers, or is the taste of mankind in England in favour of dear and 
bad beer, instead of good and cheap? Why in the name Nemesis, 
docs not some good Christian prevent all the evils attributed to ‘ adul- 
terated’ beer, and * increase the quantity manufactured, lessen the 
price, extend the consumption, and add to the comforts of the people,’ 
besides sparing them the disagreeable ceremony of being hanged ocoa- 
sionally ? Surely there never could, according to political ei‘imomy, 
be a fairer field for competition and all that sort of thing. Bad beer 
and a monopoly even of that — yet no competition comes, and all thnt 
can be done is to ‘ and bear it. 

But let us take a look at the other side of the water, and see if all 
‘ is welfat Natchichosets.’ There are your pleasant Vankee friends 
establishing their confounded tariff in utter defiance, and, as it were, 
in pure spite of political economy. Now 1 knew Ram Dulall Dey very 
well, and he was wont to tell me that the estimable Jonathan Was a 
lad as likely to look after his own interests as any youth in Christen 
dom. The national character is shrewd, sagacious, and cah-ulating. 
There is no lack either of practical or theoretical ])hilosophers, still 
less of merchants, quite aware of their own interests, in the Union. 
The press is as free as air, and the government represents the wish 
and will of every man in the States, from the patroon of Albany to the 
blacksmith’s apprentice. Y et what do all these people do ? set politi- 
cal economy at defiance, and turn their backs upon its precepts with 
the most provoking indifference ; of course they are all fools, mad- 
men, asses, traitors, idiots, and smdi other soft terms as your veritable 
sage always applies to men who cannot enter into his views, if those 
are theoretical: for there is nothing about which philosophers are so in- 
tolerant as a theory; but perhaps on the bank of the Ohio and II ud 
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«on, they imagfine that the precepts of pc^itical economy are not 
applicable to the existing state of society. I don’t say that they are 
right in this supposition, or that the maxinis of political economy 
bearing on the subject are wrong; — I only say, that where so many 
wise men, in the thinking and enlightened land of Franklin and 
Washington, of Fulton, of Adam, and Munro, seem to doubt the appli- 
cability of the principles of political economy to the existing state of 
society in America, I may be permitted to doubt if all its maxims are 
applicable in this or in any other country. 

“ The Editor of the Indian Gazette says, ‘ The zemindar would 
manufacture just that quantity of salt, which appeared to him likely to 
afford the highest rate of profit.’ Perhaps the United Company of 
Merchants, who carry on a trade in these parts w'hich surpasseth all 
human understanding, would not neglect to do the same, but letting 
that pass wo w'ill suppose a cm^yinz. the salt manufacture to be in the 
hands of the zemindar: — in that ca.se, woe he to the people, and woe to 
the theories of the political economists, as applicable to all mankind, 
in whatever state of society they may exist! For experience has 
proved ttia< the largest revenue has not accrued to (xovernment from 
the sale of the largest quantity of salt. One of two inferences must 
be drawn from this fact, either that the supply is too large, a singular 
complaint again d a monopoly, or that the theories of the politicals are 
no more applicable to salt in this country notOy than they would have 
been to corn in England in Queen Elizabeth's reign, when, as the sup- 
plement to the Encyclopaedia Britannica says,, there was a glut in one 
country at the very period there was a famine in the next. 

“But to return to the fact, though reluctant to let the foeman too 
far into the bowels of the land (which expression I take to mean the 
gut of Gibraltar), before we really join battle, M'ith the thundering of 
the captain, and the shouting, I will tell him thus much : In 1821-22 
forty seven lacs of maunds of salt were sold, and the net revenue 
was sa. rs. 1,34,72,000, In 1822-23 the same quantity of forty-seven 
lacs produced a net revenue of rs. 1,45,48,000 Now, a larger quantity 
— for remember the cry lias always been, that the people are deprived 
by this monopoly (whose small tripes are of iron and whose milk of 
human kindness is vitriolic acid) of a sufficient supply of salt. Well, 
as I said, a large quantity ought, at least according to theory y to have 
produced the same revenue. In 1823-24, therefore, fifty lacs of 
maunds were sold — what was the result? why, the tax produced lesSy 
by twelve lacs of rupees, than when forty-seven lacs of maunds were 
sold. The next year 1824-25, forty-eight lacs of maunds were sold; 
and the tax still netted twenty-seven lacs of rupees less than when 
forty-seven lacs of maunds were sold ; now what would have been the 
conduct of private individuals in such a ca^c:^ (the zemindars for in- 



300 


Stance, who formerly made salt in Bengal ?) Why they would have said 
naturally and pathetically, * Blow us tight, blow us tight uiy hearties, 
but this will never do, the more salt we sell, the less money we make, 
let us return incontinent to the old forty-seven lacs of maunds a year ; 
those were the days for feathering our nests.’ The goddess of salt, 
whom I look upon to Imj Lot’s wife, would have smiled on their deter- 
mination, and all nature have ‘ worn a universal grin.’ But what did 
the rulers of the land do ? ‘why,’ says they, ‘ by Jingo! we had better 
risk our revenue than the comfort of our subjects ; some say they get 
no salt to their porridge ; let us try once more.' In l8:^o-2t) then, 
fifty lacs of niaunds were again sold — what was the result? why tlio 
revenue was still less by eleven lacs of rupees than from forty-seven 
lacs of maiinds.*' 

“ I have many more curious and important facts on tliis subject, but 
t'HOugh for the present. 1 deploy not my masses, neither do I offer 
my heavy guns until the columns of the enemy with loud cries of 
‘ /'Toe r4co?iomie politique^ are advancing to the charge. In the 
meantime, however, I will shew him fairly the position which I 
intend to maintain in a most heroic manner, that he may reconnoitre 
it at his leisure. 

“ 1 uphold no monopolies as such ; T do not think that the salt mo- 
nopoly is more full of ‘ blessed conditions’ than any other tax ; blessed 
conditions! blessed fig’s end!! Why the very name of any tax is 
ipecacuanha to the soul of a freeman ; and I do assure yuii, Mr. Editor, 
that 1 heartily wish customs, income tax, corn laws, salt tux, tax 
upon little dogs, hair powder, and landed property, all most especially 
at the devil, wherever such abomination may happen t») exist! But 
while we must have presidents and members of congress, and judges 
and kings, and chokoydars and generals, and light-houses and sailors, 
and soldiers, we must ‘ holus bolus,’ as llomer says, raise money to 
pay them ; for none of those creatures, strange as it may appear, 
will work without pay, any more than an agent or a lawyer. 

“ I am very sorry that such a base love of filthy lucre should influ 
ence mankind, but 1 really cannot help it ; and so as 1 said, as the 
cobbs, the dibbs, the cole, the chelli boards, the aurum, or, in short, 
the needful, must be spelled in before it can he spelled out, I hold a 
poor opinion, that it is as well, if not better, collected through the 
medium of the salt monopoly, than any other mode that could be 
devised for the production of an equal revenue. 

• These letters were, I am given to understand, perused by Lord 
William Bentinck, whose intense anxiety for the welfare of India 
is above all praise. Were it possible to make a change in the system 
with advantage to the public and to tlie state, I am convinced it would 
he adopted. 
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“ 1 l)elievc tliat I have ever maintaiiietl,* that the opinions enter- 
taine<l of the forced manufacture of salt were erroneous, and that the 
ideas concerninp^ the extreme misery of that class of people called 
Molunjjhees, as compared with any other peasantry in India, were 
equally so. 

That the salt monopoly and the native salt officers had been more 
abused and misrepresented than was consistent with truth or justice, 
and that the monopoly itself was, as a tax, one of the best that could 
be devised ; easy of collection, as little burtheiisome to the people as a 
tax can ever be, very productive, cheaply g^athered, and g^athered with- 
out the direct intervention of a taxings man. In short, that it possessed 
every po*^"! hie good ijualitv, capable of beingf possessed by an instrument 
For obtaining' revenue, without which, 1 presume, no man will assert 
that any g^overnmeiit, better, ^ood, or bad, can prog^ress slick, as Jona- 
than hath it. 

“ Those are the positions T have adopte»L and those, with the aid of 
niy worthy ally, ‘ A Covenanted Salt Officer,’ I will maintain : we will 
(’barge abreast, as did the native and European cavalry at Assye ; and 
altbougfb wc may, as our prototypes did on that memorable occasion, 
suddenly eschew the bayonets and bullets of the Mahratta infantry (to 
wit, the Jndin GazHtc and the Bengal Hurkarti)^ every body crying 
out *■ lialt’ at the safue time; though 1 say we should even receive a 
routing on the f.eld of political economy, yet in defence of our main 
[)ost, our key, our Hougemont, our CorryCiaur, viz. the excellencies 
of the salt monopoly, as a ‘ good, easy" tax, we will combat to death. 

“ Hut before I ctmclude, Mr. Editor, let me, for I have compassion- 
ate bowels, bestow a little c<»mfort to all those who sit down and weep 
over the miseries of the said monopoly. I will wager the little finger 
1 before mentioned that the whole monopoly might be done away 
witli as easily as you wipe the figures from a slate. Let any merito- 
rious gentleman put bis hands in his breeches pocket, like a crocodile, 
and walk to the India- House ; let him get ins-h-via with the Supreme 
Covernment, and say, ‘ Madam, may it please your Worship, I know 
your honour and your honour’s James Millf don't like the salt mono- 
poly. Now h?re is something in my hand for the benefit of the poor 
people of India, being a scheme by which your ladyship’s honour can 
easily raise as much revenue a.s you do by the salt monopoly, without 
resorting to that bloody, barbarous, atheistical, and entirely and alto- 
gether destructive tax both to the body and soul ; my only condition is, 

• This letter w'as written subsequent to the letters which will be 
hereafter quoted. 

t The wTiterwill find, by Mr. Mill’s evidence in October last, that 
he rightly views the question as one of revenue, not <»f a trading 
mon(q)oly. 
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that if you find you can raise the said revenue, you will abandon for 
ever that abomination which is a stink in the nostrils of humanity/ 

“ Then should the meritorious g^entlemaii, with his hands in his 
breeches’ pocket, see her honour's ladyship stretch out her hind foot, 
and kick the whole salt monopoly, with all its imps, from Beng'al to 
the Coppermine river, before you could say, ‘ Peas.’ 

“ ‘ Here we break off at this auspicious word.’ Next week I will 
perhaps g^ive you a few more remarks, in reply to the worthy Editor 
of the India Gazetted observations. 

“ In the meantime, I am your’s, &c. 

“ A Salt Darogah. 

« Calcutta, Slst July 1829.” 

There are many important questions developed in the 
foregoing letter : the writer, in the first place, shews that 
political economy is in reality a science of immeasurable 
extent — that it embraces an investigation of the action and 
reaction of many natural, local, political, civil, and acci- 
dental causes ; for the better ascertainment of which, parti- 
cularly in Hindostan, it is necessary to bring into calcula- 
tion the effects of manners and prejudices, of vices and 
virtues. The salt darogah justly observes, that all the com- 
petition in the world would not increase the sale of beef- 
soup among the Hindoos, nor of pork-sausages among the 
Mahomed ans, apd he might have added, nor of skates and 
leather breeches* among the Bengallees. To be sure, 
Mr. Crawfurd and Mr, Rickards assert — (they do not 
attempt to prove it) — that the infallible maxims of political 
economy are just as applicable to salt as to wine or sugar, 
and as well suited to the meridian of Bengal or Constan- 
tinople as to Paris or London. It is forgotten that salt can 

• Vide Mr. Hume’s speech in parliament, 3d August 1832, which 
describes the misplaced philanthropy of an Indian judge, when being 
carried on shore by the natives, who from custom and the heat of the 
climate wear nothing but a cloth round their loins, which so shocked 
the benevolent feelings of the judge, that he exclaimed, ** Poor fellows, 
before one week 1 will cause a law to be passed by which they shall 
all he obliged to wear leather breeches I” 
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only be used in one way/* and in a small quantity ; that a 
man at twenty years of age consumes no more salt than a 
man at sixty ; but sugar for instance is of extensive use in 
drink as well as in food ; it may be manufactured with other 
ingredients into wine^ vinegar, ale, &c. ; it will of itself 
support life, which salt will not, and by habit, individual 
consumption may be very much augmented. These prin- 
ciples are not sufficiently attended to by financiers in levying 
or augmenting duties; for instance, a reduction took place 
in England on pepj)er, but the revenue did not increase, for 
the supply was nearly if not fully equal to the demand, and 
pepper being an article which a person would consume no 
more of tlian he does at present if he obtained it for nothing, 
no extended consumption could be expected from lessening 
the duty ; but coffee being an article wliich came not within 
tlie scope of the majority, or tobacco, or wine, or brandy 
being stimulants, which require from year to year a greater 
supply to rnet t the palled palates or vitiated appetites of 
thos(» who use them extensively, an increased consumption 
and revenue has always ensued on diminished duty. It is 
probable that the Bengal Government were aware of these 
principles, but, yielding to popular clamour, resolved to 
try the effects of augmenting the quantity offered for sale, 
or in other words of lowering the duty ; 47,00,000 maunds 
of salt having brought a revenue of rupees 1,45,48,000, an 
experiment was tried as to how much 50,00,000 maunds 
would produce, and the result was rupees 12,00,000 minus 
on the lesser quantity of salt. In the succeeding year 1824- 
25, the Bengal Government tried 48,00,000 maunds, but the 
revenue fell oft* still more, netting 27,00,000 less than when 

• T am referring to its use as an article of diet ; in Ben^j^al it is not 
required for agriculture, on account of the general saline qualities of 
the land, the surface of which in many places is covered with salt- 
petre ; and the numerous plant«< impregnated with salt, which the 
country produces, yields abundance of that condiment for cattle. 
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47,00,000 maunds were sold ; still the Government perse- 
vered, and in 1825-26 they sold 50,00,000 maunds, but 
still at a loss of rupees 11,00,000 on the 47,00,000 maunds ! 

At Madras the goveniment revenue on salt, which is 
levied in the shape of an excise duty, rapidly diminished 
when the duty was lowered, both instances practically 
evincing that the supply was fully equal to the demand.* 
The salt in Bengal is offered for sale by public auction in 
Calcutta monthly, at the public exchange rooms ; Euro- 
peans as well as Asiatics may purchase, and there is the 
freest and most extensive competition ; the sales, indeed, 
much resemble those of tea at the India-House, in both of 
which places there is as much outcry and eagerness, as if 
the tea or the salt were to be given away for nothing. 

The Government in offering a quantity of salt for sale, 
are guided by the quantity of stock remaining in store un- 
cleared, and by the retail price in the different markets 
throughout the country, which is ascertained by means of 
local officers ; three months’ time is allowed for paying and 
clearing out the salt purchased at the auction, and if left 
after that time, warehouse rent is charged. It is said, that 
a sub-monopoly is the great evil of the present system ; 
this was tried once by a man named Ram Hutton Mullick, 
but he was speedily ruined by the other natives, and a 
splendid bazar which he built on the strand road with all 
the faultlessness of Grecian columns, &c. is still a dreary 
waste, and warning to similar monopolists, for as the author 
of the “ Further Enquiry” candidly says, in his attacks on 
the other monopolies” of the East-India Company, a 

• Mr. Mangles states in his evidence (Lords, 4th March 1830): 
“ I have never heard complaints that the natives have not had enough 
of salt ; no native ever told me he had not enough of salt.” Mr. 
S win ton says he “ does not think it would be possible to increase the 
salt revenue by increasing the quantity supplied to the people.”— 
(Lords, 26th February 1830.) * 
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natural monopoly requires no justification ; one judiciously 
selected and regulated for the sake of the public revenue, 
like those of salt and opium, may be useful and unobjec- 
tionable ; but one imposed for the benefit of individuals, be 
they few or many, cannf)t but be a nuisance and a grievance 
p. 17. 

In the event of the Company abandoning the present 
system, the native zemindars, who are proprietors of the 
salt lands, would inevitably do that which the author of 
the “ Further Enquiiy*’ deprecates, vLz. create a private 
monopoly ; this they would be enabl('d to do, by reason 
that many millions of their countrynu*n will only eat the 
Pungah salt, which is to be manufactu r(‘d in ])articular 
spots ; this fact is thus alluded to by the salt Darogah in 
one of hi.^ I'‘tters*to me: — 

“ Sir: In oontinuiii)*' luy trnmniuni^'atioiis on llu* t i)t t]»o suit 

inonopolv, f iniisi pray of those who pay any attention to tliein aUvays 
to keep in iniinl liie followini*’ fact, nanu'ly, that the salt maniitiu'tnre 
must hav'e reuiaitied a species of monopoly, whether it eontinned in 
the hands of the /einindars, who alone possessed land la\ourahl\ situ- 
ated, or whether tin* right of using tliose lands for the same* ])urpoHe 
was purchased from the original proj)rietors hy (lovernnieiit. J his 
ean readily be understood hy tliose who \vill hold in n“eolle«*l ion two 
circumstances ; first, that the Pungah salt is only to ho manufactured 
ill particular spots, and cannot be produced auy where else; second, 
that the mass of the people will only eat that description of salt which 
is manufactured at those jilaccs, or, in other words, which includes 
some portion of the sacred Ganges in its composition : thus, therefore, 
the proprietors of the tracts alluded to can, with very little contri- 
vauce, maintain a monopoly which no importation could interfere 
with; because, as I hu\e explained, the majority of the consumers 
will not, from a religious jnejudice, eat iin])orted sail. 

** An attempt v as lately made to establish a suh-uionopoly hy a 
rich fundholder purchasing the entire amount of salt put up tor sale. 
Such an endeavour, in the present state ol the salt system, can only 
involve th<* experimentalist in ruin; hut had it been in the power ot 
any individual orconipany to employ a similar capital in the piircbaae 
v>r hire of tin* lands on wh'tch f^alt prf>dticed, and, owing to the 

\ 
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improvidence of the zemindars, such an an-an^einent would he far 
from difficult to parent capitalists, a true monopoly would have heen 
estahlished, unsoftened and unredeemed by o!\e atom of that anxiet\ 
which a g^overnment must naturally feel to (annhine as far as possible, 
and for its own sake, the comtbrt of the subject with the realization 
of the public rev^enue. o 

‘‘ It may be said that the holders of the salt lands would produce as 
much of the article as possible, for their own profits' sake; but this 
supposition involves another, I'iz. that my countrymen would he in- 
fluenced by the reasons which actuate Mr. Iluskisson or Mr. Mill. 
So far from increasing^ the produce and addingf to the comforts of the 
people by raisings the utmost revenue upon the largest possible (pian- 
tityofsalt, the zemindars, it may be fairly asstimed, with reference to 
the notions and habits of that class g-enera II v, would have endeavoured 
to raise the same revenue upon the smallest possible quantity of salt, 
both from indifference to the g^cneral comfort, and because their out- 
lay, their trouble, and their risk would ho in every respect less. 

‘‘ It is a hold thing' to assert, hut I, assi native, will venture to say, 
that all the principles of political economy, though seemingly based 
on those of nature, are not applicable in this country, as society now 
exists in it. I will offer a case in point, and then pi'oceed with my 
disquisition on the salt revenue. An eminent shipbuilder in this city, 
imagining that he should expedite the operations of his workmen at a 
period when business was pressing, by paying them by the job oj* 
piece, instead of by tlic day, introduced that inode of remuneration, on 
a liberal scale, in his dock-yard. Mliat was his astonishment at the 
end of a week, to discover that less work had been done by men who 
could remunerate themselves according to their own pleasure, and at 
the expense of a little extra attention to it, than by thf* same individuals 
when paid at a fixed weekly salary. Such a circumstance would scarcely 
be credited in England, where tlie principal objection to paying 
labourers by the job or piece has heen, that they would overwork 
themselves, to the immediate injury of their health, and the destruc- 
tion of their future prospects. This fact may not appear altogether 
applicable to the subject I am discussing; but I advert to it to shew 
that opinions which have become infallibly axioms in Europe, are not 
to be relied on in India.” Salt Darooaii. 

The assertion thus made by the salt darogah is corro- 
borated by the Hon. Andrew Ramsay ; in his evidence 
before the Lords, S9tli April 1830, he says, ‘^the salt lands 
are possessed by the zemindars generally, as their property, 



s() that if tlie C'onipany were to give up the monopoly, tht' 
land would fall into the possession of men who would have 
tin* sole ))ower of making salt ;* in the district where I was 
the lands wen* generally possessed by two people, the Ra jah 
of Tumlook and the* Rajah of Mysadul; I paid a sum 
every month to these people of about five or six thousand 
nij)ees, as a remuneration for the lands that were ap])ro- 
priated to the salt manufacture.’^ The natives do not 
complain of the monopdy ; I conceive it would be a very 
ilangcrous experiment to try its abolition, the mono]X)ly 
would fall into the hands of soiur ])ersons.” 

With respect to the Pungah or sacred salt, wdiich is so 
ejigcrly sought at the (’alcutta sales, but which Mr. Craw- 
furd looks to Supplanting by means of Inverpool salt, Mr. 
Ramsay observes, many natives of high caste would 
rather starve than eat the salt from this country ; no- Hin- 
doo of good caste would eat any thing from on boaixl ship 
Mr. Crawfuid, with a despotism which is highly charac- 
teristic of liberalism in the present age, woidd prevent tin* 
natives of Bengal using that which is “ produced by boil- 
ing the dirty and slimy brine of the pestiferous marshes at 
the estuary of the Ganges ;”t but it is correctly observetl 
by the Honourable Mr. Ramsay, when asktxi by the Lords 
C’onmiittcc if the salt made at the estuaries of the Ganges 
is to be compared with the salt eaten in this country 

I think,” said Mr. Ramsay, “ it is very far superior,” 

• The general tenor tif the testimony before Pai liament is, that il 
would ho impossible to substitute an excise for the existing’ system, at 
least for the present. Tlie immense establishment whi(fh would bt* 
required for the prevention of smug’gling would cost more tlian the 
revenue from salt would yield. Mr. Crawfurd, to be sure, says, in one 
part of his pamphlet, that the Benf»allies are too timid (p. 50 ) a raee 
to become smuj^glers ; but in anotlier place he asserts tliat siniig^g’linp: 
in salt is now carried on to afrif;htful extent (p. ‘10), and he desires a 
return of the persons prosecuted for this oftemre, and condemned to 
hard labour or banishment. 

t Monopolies of the Kast-Tndia Company, p. .0, 
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(34^48). In what respects P” ‘‘ It is not so bitter as the 
English salt’** (3449). “ Is it better than oiir refined salt?’’ 
“ I should think better than any European salt.’’ From 
chemical analysis I am enabled to substantiate this evidence; 
the salt of Bengal containing much less, indeed scarcely 
any of the sulphurate of soda, or bitter principlt*, whicli is 
so largely mixed up in the English, and even in the bay salt 
of the Coromandel of Malabar coast ; this Mr. Crawfurtl 
admits in a certain degree, though he errs in assigning tlu* 
just reason ; he says, ‘‘ the natives of Bengal, for the most 
})art, have a prejudice against the bay salt of Coroman- 
del, on account, in some degree, of its want of pungency and 
strength, but probably still more from its want of white- 
ness, and from the largeness of its crystals, ahd consequent 
unfitness for culinary ])iirposes.”‘^ The just preference of 
the Bengallees for a pure salt, Mr. Crawfurd, with his 
usual ingeniousness, turns into a ))rejudice; and with his 
general inconsistency he alleges, that ‘‘ the Indians of 
Bengal, from time immemorial, have never had any thing 
but dear and bad salt, and to say, therefore, that they 
have no taste for what is good, and what is cheap, is sheer 
absurdity immediately after he declares, that a bushel 
of Coromandel bay salt is worth, at the monopoly sales in 
Calcutta, 4 a\ lid. ; a bushel of Bengal salt is worth 5ft. 8d. ; 
of Cuttack salt, which is whiter than ordinary Bengal salt, 
and in a good measure also obtained by boiling, 66*. ; and of 
Arracan salt, which is the whitest of all, and entirely pro- 
cured by boiling, 66. 1 Jd. and yet in another page he 
asserts that the salt sold by the Company is “ an ugly com- 
pound which a respectable farmer in this country would 
not give to his hogs.”J: But from Mr. Crawfurd’s own 
shewing it appears, that the natives have a prejudice in 
favour of the Company’s salt, and that they will even give 
♦ Pajrp ^0. t Page 35 . J Page U. 
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a price for it than for the large crystallized bay salt of 

Coromandel !* If Mr. Crawfurd had his will he would take 
care tliat the Hindoos should use no salt but that made by 
his friends at Liverpool ; but of this anon. Lest this wor- 
thy advocate of the natives of India, who would throw one 
million of Bengallees out of employment for the sake of his 
European compeers, should fail in one point of attack, he 
has, like a good general, other reserves in store ; the first I 
shall noti(‘e is, the abominable oppression of the ]\Iolun- 
ghees (salt manufacturers) in Bengal, by the dewans or 
native agents,’’ who, it is said, exercise oppressions, hor- 
rible beyond anything the horrible oppressions are thus 
detailed : 

“ A\’’Ii( cr a ryol (ctilfiv a(oi in flic salt disti'icls fwluitl IMr. 
Crawfurd, will ryots voluntarily li\o iu tlio swamps, slimv, postifcrous 
salt inarslu's to ho oaten up hytii^fors ^ j hooouios so niutdi ombarrassod 
as to bo able to jio on no longer without extraordinary aid, ho is 
teniptod by the salt aj>ent’s dewan to take tlu* Company’s advances 
for suit. Woe he to him, for from that moment ho is a btmdsmnii for 
life, witliout the possibility of extrication I By (dioatin^ him in tlic 
weight of the salt delivered, and squeezing him in x arious ways, he is 
made invarialdy tri^fall short of his deliveries hv Ids contract ; iin thcr 
extortions are made for the ])reU’nded concealment of this, and usu- 
rious interest charpnl till the following: s*‘ason, when, from the ad - 
vanees of the latter,, the (hdits of the former are deducted. It is easy 
to see to what a state of dependence and abject slavery tlie dewan 
soon reduces the unforlunate wretch whose necessities induced him to 

• Mr. Holt Mackenzie says, in his ovidonco diirinpftho present year, 
“ In the salt (,r opium department, I c*onfess 1 creatB doubt the 
exp(‘diency of aiiv considerable chanp* of system.” T will suy nothin^' 
in the pn'sent work on the opium inonopolv as it is called ; it is in 
fact a lax levied on the (Jhinese consunuM* of the druj>’, and is at pre- 
sent in a precarious state ; the system of levying’ a duty at Bombay 
on the exportation of the article, has failed in a revenue })oint ot view ; 
whether it will he possible to keep up the Benj^al system wldle 
Bombay i.s so differently situated, is aTM»t her question. T had intended 
to examine the financial state of th<‘ East-lndia (/(unpany, but was 
necessitated to defer enterin<>f on so elah(»rate a suliject at the conclu- 
sion of a work thus unavoidably complex and lonjj. 

t i’a^e 10. 
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take the first fatal advance. He indeed makes him believe that his 
children's children are bound for his debt to the government ; and his 
victim, ground by oppresbion to the last extremity, is forcred to get 
his morsel of rice by selling the salt, which he had agreed to deliver 
to th€> agent, to smugglers. In some of the districts the evils of the 
system being M^ell kii(»wri to the Karopeai»- agent, he is obliged, in 
merev, indirectly to encourage the sale of salt, by the Molungees, to 
smugglers, beyond the (|uantity they engage to deliver to him, as the 
onlv means of enabling tl^e people to live, or to deliver to him what 
they bad agreed to do. A great source of loss to government is the 
tendenev of tlic Molungees to escape, in spite of the vigilance of tin* 
dewan ; and as be is responsible for the advances made, in order to 
save himself, he reports a certain number carried away by tigers every 
year. It is well known that the tigers do carry off a few every year, 
but it is equally well known that nino-lenths of those reported to have 
been carried off* by tigers have made their escape.”* 

This is a terrible attack on the native agents, and I can 
offer no better reply to it than by quoting one of the salt 
darogahs inimitable letters, in which he thus removes the 
foul aspersion cast on liis countrymen : 

“ Sill, — In my last T promised to endeavour to remove some of the 
odium which has been cast with so liberal a hand upon the native offi- 
cers of the salt department. It is easily accounted for. The name of a mo- 
nopoly is unpopular, with about as much reason in the present instance, 
as the name of witchcraft w as sure to rouse wrath and red flames in 
your (Country about a century and a half ago. It was quite enough 
then to call an old woman a witch, and have her ducked in a standing 
pool. It is quite enough now to call a man a salt officer, consequently 
an agent in the salt monopoly; and if he is not immediately bespat- 
tered with all manner of dirty abuse by you liberal English, It is 
because the Europeans, generally, are imperfectly acquainted with 
the language of the country. 

“ Do not suppose, however, that I am going to challenge all man- 
kind in defence of the impeccability of native officers of any descrip- 
tion. It would truly be fighting for less than a shadow, for a shadow 
does exist, and we TIengallys are not a race who pride ourselves uj)on 
fighting for fighting’s sake. 

“ I will, therefore, at once concede that native officers, as a body, 
are almost as had as the Europeans were soim^ sixty years ago, before 

* Crawfurd's Monopolies of the East-India Company? page 10. 
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their allowances were fixed on a liberal scale by the wise Earl Corn- 
wallis. I say ‘ almost’ advisedly, for few thannadars, aiimeens, or 
salt darofrahs can retire from the service with three or four crores of 
rupees, proceed to the Rajpoot states, build a palace or two, and take 
their seat in the national assembly of thakoors. Yet parallel cases were 
by Tio means rare amongst the Europeans of old, at a period M’hen a 
ineinber of council got two hundred pounds per annum, and another 
luindred, personal allowance, if he happened to WTite a good hand, or 
understand the mystery of book-keeping by single and double entry. 

“ Many of my countrymen used to abus#yoMr ancestors sadly, on 
account of the little obliquities in their cash proceedings. And some 
of the young natives, being fiery and just from school, would have 
designated the female relations of the English by opprobrious names, 
and, moreover, expressed their detestation of their pecuniary errors 
by the application of shoe-soles and hainbo(*N ; but the elders and the 
rnon* considerate part of the c'onjinunity said, ‘ Ltd thtun alone, poor 
fellows, they liave no knowledge of Vishitot); and besides they are 
very badly paid, vvbicb, in situations of great temptation, is a circuni- 
stamre not favourable to honesty. Let them alone, and don't abuse 
their sisters; if ever they should be sufiiciently remunerated^ to 
place them heytmd the necessity of being rogues for a livelihood, they 
will do very well.' 

“ Time has rolled on, and the prognostics of our ancestors have 
been fulfilled. 

“ In the circumference of the globe you will not, in all probability, 
find a body of men possessing so imieh power, exposed to so many 
temptations, yet so full of honourable feelings, so free from sidfish 
considerations, so upright, and so truly conscientious in the iliscbarge 
of their duties as the Indian civil service. 'J’he juniors, to be sure, do 
occasiomilly exhibit out -breaking of a noble impetuosity, and the 
seniors are apt (Bishop Ileber says) to refuse cdiairs to the magnates 
of the land, and to treat with dignified disdain the rajahs and nawuubs 
whose country they have condescended to occupy; but great alhnv- 
ance must be made for national ferocity, and that granted, there can 
be no doubt but that the English civil servants in India are, to tho>e 
beneath them, and in all their dealings, the most noble-minded, high- 
spirited, upright, disinterested, and disagreeable beings in creation. 
Notwithstanding, however, my exalted opinion of the civil service, of 
its scrupulous honour and spotless integrity as a body, I fear I could 
scarcely hope to see it retain that high character if the salaries of its 
members were suddenly reduced to an ecpiality wdih those granted to 
nazeirs of magistrjites, cufeherries, sadder auineems, ghaut officers, 
salt darogahs, and sherishladars of all kinds. I do not speak eonfi- 



dently on this subjoet, as it is possible that the niaj(»rity of the 
reduced would rather eat dried peas and wear doo-sootee bret‘ches, 
than follow the example of their ])redecessors of old, but 1 confess 1 
should not like to see the experiment tried. 

** On the other hand, it would be but fair play to abstain from vitu- 
perating native oihcers generally, until thev are placed above the 
reach (»f temptation ; rather say, as our uneestors didofold, et)ncern- 
in<r your's, * l*oor fellows ! their lights are not (juite so bright as oiir's ; 
their temptations are many, and their emoluments are small.' If any 
one tljiid\s that siich sentiments would he undignified in a Christian, 1 
am a poor native, and will be glad to receive iiisti*uction on the suhjt'ct. 

“ In wiiat I have written 1 have, 1 trust, made no reprehensil)ie 
efibrt to wliitewash iiati\e cjfliicers generallv; my endeavour has been 
to sliew why they are not so upright as others, whose meat and drink 
it is to abuse them. 

“ Di.stirh. 

Oh, peacock ! abuse not the (‘row. Were thy feathers on his 
hack, he would Ik* as liandsonio a l»ird as thou art ; were his feathers 
on thy hack, thou wouldst Ik* as ill-favoured a bird as he is. I'ln* j)f)t 
called tin* ki'ttle blackguard; but be knew not bow bright she would 
siiine in the hands of the scourer. 

“ I admit that tlie native officers of governnu'nt are not altogether 
unimpeachable on the score of intcgritv, though there are mariy, 
many i)()])le exceptions to the rule; but T will not admit that tlu' erro- 
neous iin])r(*ssions w}ii(di lia\t‘ led to a belief that the salt officers ar(* 
worse than tlie otliers are at all founded in truth, for this one r(‘ason, 
if no other existed : they cannot be screened by their superiors, nor 
can they profit by keeping those superiors in the dark, because* the 
investigation of tludr conduct is especially reserved for other tribunals. 

“ A g-entleman in the civil service of the Hononrahle Company, 
upon the streng-th of living a few days in the Sunderhunds, and proba- 
bly from not meeting with all the subserviency he expects from the 
salt officers, wheTi he endeavours to carry his own official views into 
effect, to the detriment of that department whose interests they arc 
appointed to watch over; this gentleman, T say, brings a sweeping ac- 
cusation against all salt officers, asserting, amongst other things, that 
the dewan of the smallest salt agency appropriates to himself, at least, 
one lac of rupees annually; of course, the dewan of other larger agen- 
cies enjoy a proportionately enhanced rate of peculation. 

** Now, although there arc iiiany modes of combating these vague 
opinions, I sliall in refuting them confine myself to the very premises 
which the acute discoverer of abuses advan(»es : 

“ If a dewan in the lowest agency receives one lac of rupees annu- 
ally, Ihe other native officers attached to the agency (of whom there 
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aro no loss than throe hundred in a small one) must j)roportionablv 
obtain two lacs to ho divided amon<»: tlioni. In an aponcy of the 
ox^1(‘nt above named, th(‘ expense of p-ovorninent is af)out five lacs of 
rupees, incindinpf th<‘ priet' of the salt esfal>lishinerit, apent’s eominis- 
sion, kalarv rents, &c. &(■. If, therefore, such a larp(‘ sum as three 
lacs he al)stracte(b Avheretv'oiild ho the means of ])a\ inp the Moluri- 
pees for tin* inanufacturo of the salt? W’^ill they >^upply it to povern- 
inont p-ratis ? TTnlike otlnu* povernment dt‘j)artm<‘nts, thtue are no 
outstandinp- balarna's apainsi llie ^lolunpees (with the exception of one 
aurunp), as we s('e in the commercial department, M hert' there are lacs 
upon lacs of oiit^tandiiip lialances, the realization of which will pro- 
bably Tiever lake place' ; n(‘\(‘rthcless, we hear nothinp of the other 
departmenis, while abuse is not nnsparinplv l)eslowed r)n the native 
salt odici'j's, u'ho are lookial on with a niaiipniry ofilv e(jnared bv 
the fallacious viens lliat dictati'd it. 1 otiIn' n'prd that the civil ser- 
vatjt, already alluded to, should have left this coimtay lor Knplarid, 
bc'fori' I have been enabled to convince him on v, liaf insufficient 
prounds his opinions W('re f<»rnu‘(l. 

“ Some ntoi’e moderate pt'ntlenuMi kindly state that only twenty- 
five p'er <*(‘tit. is aljstraeU'd from the Mobinp’«‘es, foi- which extiTinelv 
liberal ojnnion tlu'y are deservinp of pratitnde 

“ I shall, iiowo'cr, proceid to examine the ha-'is of liiis allopemetit, 
which may In* demonstrated to he iivcorrecd on its own stati'inerd. 

“ (bin it h(' ‘“•iijiposed for an instnul, that any class of pc'ople, how- 
evci* in the seaie of <d\ ilization, wonhl, to thi* iiumhm- of ori(' mil- 
lion, submit, fniin year to year, for a lonp period, to sucii an imjio- 
sition as the abstraction of tvventv-five per cent. iVom their wapv's, 
without havinp bronplit it to the notice of the hipher authoritii's y. 

The advances to the Muluiipecs are made in the presence of the 
salt apents, and the accounts settled also before them, and wliatever 
halaiiee is (iu<* to the mannfaeturers is paid to them attlie same time ; 
now it must be believ ed that any extortion oceurrinp would he secret. 
I ask, theri, is it to he credited, that these people would not come for- 
ward and 2 )reseut a petition to the apents? And if I may carry my 
supposition, for arpunienl's sake, so far as to believe that the apents 
have connived at the (Jmlahs, will the Molnnpees not appeal to the 
hipher authority of the Board of (histoms of salt and opium ? to the 
(xovernor (lerieral in Council, whose ears cannot lie closed apainst 
such details? (jovernment, also, with a view to provide apainst the 
extortion of the officers, have enacted a .speciul repulation, LXIII. 
Section VT. Repulation X. of Ibllhwhereiii it empowers the magistrate 
to refund to the Molungees any money that may have been extorted, 
and authorizes the iiilliction of the punishment of imprisonment for 
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six months of the extortioner, with a penalty to be levied, not exceed - 
ingf five hundred rupees, and a dismissal from office. 

“ By a reference to the magisterial records, there will hardly a case 
be found where this sentence has been put in execution. Most of m^^ 
European readers are conversant sufficiently with the habits of my 
countrymen to know that the lower orders of Hindoos are eager 
enough for the accpiisition of one pice, and it is not at all likely that 
they would endure for a moment such an injustice with impunity. 
Obsene how the ryots, for much less cause, arc at variance with the 
indigo planters ; and even in some districts magistrates, with all their 
power, are unable to prevent disputes, which arise principally from 
money transactions, of a less amount than that which the Molungeea 
are said to be deprived of. I do not deny that there is a dustoree 
given to the native officers by the Mohingees, but then it is of their 
own free will, and when they hare manufactured a large quantity of 
salt; but this is a habit that exists in every other department, even in 
(he service of the merchants; or if a private individual send a sircar 
to the bazar to purchase a piece of cloth or a roam of paper. 'J'his 
practice, however iiijurious it may he considered, lias lu'en so long 
established, that its prevention, I fear, would prove very difficult. 

“ In short, let any dispassionate and unprejudiced j)ers()n consider 
the following facts, and he will probably arrive at a conclusion, that 
if the salt officers are not better, they are certainly not worse than 
other native officers, as it has been asserted and believed; be- 
lieved, because as 1 have observed before, it is easier to credit an ill- 
natured report than to inquire into its tnith or falsehood. 

“ 1st. The salt officers, when accused of extortion, ha\'e no oppor- 
tunity to blind or take advantage of the favour of their immediate 
superior to stifle inquiry, for the case is not to be investigated by 
him hut by a separate authority, armed with the highest judicial 
power. 

“ 2d. That authority not only punishes the offender, if found guilty, 
hut is empowered to restore at once the money extorted from the in- 
jured party. Let any one consider this circumstance for a moment, 
and rccidlect that in all other departments, though the offender, being 
a public officer found guilty of extortion, is punished, yet the complain- 
ant must institute a separate suit for the recovery of the amount ex- 
torted. 

‘‘ 3d. The Mohingees cannot be compelled to take advances in a 
manufacture. If the salt officers were extortionate, therefore, in the 
year 1233, there would he no manufacture in the year 1234; for it is 
mere folly to suppose that men would give up quietly, and for year 
after year, three-fifths of the price authorized to l)e paid to them for 
their salt, or even twenty-five per cent, on that sum. 
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“ 4tli. f know an instance at the Bullooa agency in 1S22, when the 
Molimgeos stood out for the fractional part of an anna per inaund 
of salt, and would not commence work until it was conceded to them. 
Are these the men to give nine annas or four annas out of every rupee 
to the native officers? 

“ 5th. The Molungees jiave to lay in fuel, buy boiling pots, and 
build kallaries yearly. Are these things done for nothing? or do the 
M'ood-cutter, the potter, and the builder do their work at half price, 
or less, us the Molungee must do, if he be so egregioiisly plundered 
by the salt oinlah, as has been all but sworn to? Let any man, 1 re- 
peat, gi\e an honest and unbiassed attention to these facts, and then 
assert, if he can, that it is probable the native salt officers should be 
worse than other native officers; they will all be better when the 
jewels of gram scheed are discovered by the joint magistrate of Pali- 
bothra, and tin* Honourable (hnnpany are enabled to adopt for their 
natix i* servants a graduated scale of allowances of frtmi 2,5(),(h)l) to 
to ‘1,(10,000 per annum. I am, Sir, your's obediently, 

^‘A D A Hf JG.vn.*' 

Mr. Crawfurd is, I believe, not unknown to the writer of 
the foregoino- letter, I therefore leave him to chew the 
cud of refleetion after ])criising it ; but as this weejter for 
tlie miseries of the Molungltees, who he says are ‘‘ in consi- 
derable numbers, according to the oflieial returns, carried 
off' by tigers and alligators*’*' seems so reckless of truth, 
in his eagerness to vilify the Company,* and as he cither 
eoj)ies Mr. llickards** language, or Mr. Rickards copies 
his,-|- I will prove the falsity of their assertions by the 

* At page 51 of the Salt Monopoly pamphlet, Mr. ( ’rawfurd assigns 
what he terms the strongest reasons fora ‘ free-trade’ in salt at Bengal 
thus : “ one of the most valuable results of a free-trade in salt will he 
the emancipation of the salt inannfactiirers of Bengal from their pre- 
sent state of bondage and AV'retchedness ; they will at least cease to be 
fot)d for tigers and croc*odiles, and if they place themselves in a poi- 
sonous atmosphere it will he their own voluntary act, and not the 
work of their government.’’ I refer to J)warkanaut Tagore's letters 
for a most complete contradictiiui of this calumny ; and which Mr. 
Crawfurd did not dare to utter in his examination hefoi e J*arliament. 

+ The evils of the salt monopoly Mr. Rickards says may be sum- 
med up as folloxvs ; — a monopoly of a prime necessary of life to the 
poor is established in a pestileiitial climate, carried on by forced 
labour, where lives are annually lost by disease and tlie atiaeksof wild 
beasts, the sole advantag«‘ of wliich is a large* reve*nue to government.’’ 
— India, or Facts, &c. vol i. p. (>47. Never was the word ‘ facts’ 

more 



following testimony of Dwarkanaiit Tagore, who in this 
letter re])lies to some expressions of Mr. St. George 
Tucker, in his able work on the finances of India. The 
regulations of the Bengal governinent, whicli are quoted, 
demonstrate the anxiety of the authoritie s to })rotect the* 
Molunghees as well as every other class of their subje cts: — 

“ SiK, — 1 trust, in inv toniior Irttors doiu* iiiuch to rrmovr 
from tlio < io\ oriiiJirnt of tin* 1 lj»noural>lo J miiii ( ’oiin>jiii\ thr 

iniiutu irUtirJi hn}< vith /;<?>/'// injustirc hrrn t'tt.st nn it, trit/t nji rnur tn 
the d hardships tajHeted ip the salt utounpulu on the ^tT\ pro* 

djicor'' of that article, J mi<rht perhaps 4*lo‘.r this })raiie]» (tf ni\ ‘^uh- 
jeet ; hut 1 ha\e t(» ( laiintd n ith a ftredfspnsifnm tft nni’lf me , niel \t'ith 
a lona-estaidishi d j r* jtidi^ ' \ a>»t ^atl// iu Kna^aud, vda r* it has hn a Jhs- 
tered hp p< rs <us trhe tnipht t<t hare kniat'u inth ry hut iu ladia^ here 
pe»»ple /zo///, Itut a'fH not, --aiisfN theuiseiv i-n h\ pel '•oi'iil ohscrMil ion : 
it is ra ai rta riiil’p titan in ntfpurr^ more phas'ia!, l»e<‘au'*e t)ie \ilif\'er 
of a rijonojMily may always vay Aery sinart and smti tmutnl ifiinL"" ; ainl 
at all eM’Ut'' inhnitcK l< ss laimrtt,}i>. Indueueetl h\ Ihe'.e eoi.''ldi‘ra- 
1 shall. Ih’ture h-asiny thi" <iivjviun of ui\ ''iihiVet, he'-tow a lew 
wonls of iKttiee on the atapntliji* <l a.s>t rttuns of Mr. St. (i»‘or^e 
I'ucker, formerly (juoted : iie si;iTt'>» ‘ that t.he MolnnL:)n*es are ohli^-ed 
to exposf* t}iemsel\ (‘s in iIm* unheallliN mar'<'ii« s of tlie Sun iru lMin^ , and 
to all the physical ills enn|.»j(!»-red h\ a pestilential < )imate,' ami feai" 
that ‘ the Molungees are ainont: the worst c<inditi<»ned of our sui»j('< ts,‘ 
and asst‘rts, that ‘ tin* necessity of emplo\ing men iu sitviatious where 
they rria\ he<’oim* \i<‘tiius of ferocious animaN and disease, forms tlie 
j^nnitest ohjtx'tion to the salt inonopoK ,' 

Putting out <if sijj-lit tlie fact explaimul in m\ last h‘tt{‘r, viz, that 
the st'rviees of the ^loluuj^hees eaiinot he **ompell(*d, I shall tiist tdi- 
serve, tliat with respect to tin* unhealthy nature of the climate, IVlolun* 
gees are horn on the spot ; and even if the reports of the unheall hiness 
of their country were true, the nmre intelligt iit of m\ ICuropeaii 
readers will a”:ioc with me, that men reared in the most unhealthy 
situations in the world, attain an eejua! longe\ ity with those horn in 
an opposite <*linie, and that it would as ill suit the constant inhahifant 
of tlie marshy district to riunove into the hills, as it would conduce to 
the health of tlie tenant of the latter, to reside in tlie low lands. 

more misapplied than in this vituperative production of Mr. Rickards, 
for the few facts which it contains are so distorted and mutilated to 
suit the writer's views, as ta he wlndiN diflen'ut from the original. 
Mr. Rii kards inav rest assiirid that Iiis work on ‘ India' will gi\<* him 
a greatiT reputation for low cunning and casuistry, than for political 
Imnesty or manly opposition. 



“ Hill wnvinir that consiiloration, tho poriocl of life of the Moliin^hees 
i'< of (liirntion, and tho iiidividiialM possoss Mirnilar eorporeal 

iMidoM iuent^^ to the people of Simla, vvhieh is proverbial for its healthi- 
ness of climate, or to the peasantry of any part of India. 

“ Anolher fact will refnt(‘ not only the tale of a eoinpnlsorv residence 
in these districts, hnt als 4 » khe report of their extreme insaluhritv. J'he 
Molnni^'-ee vilhipes contain many respeetahle brahmins, kovatlis, and 
s«*veral other <*hisses of indi\ idiiaK, hesides the ryots, who puisne the 
cidtivation of paddy, &c. in the same neiirhhonrhood, and adjoiniii}; 
the Milt maiMifactorii^" ; hem-e it may he naturally supposed that the 
climate would jinnc etpiallv injurious to them, and consequentl\ he- 
<*ome uninhahited l>) ix'rsons w ho were not ri'sidin^'- there hy compuf- 
llaviiiL', as 1 tru^t, confuted Mr. St. t ieort>e 'I'ucker respectincf 
the (lestnietive influence of uintnrin in salt district^, T shall now oli- 
H(‘rve on the daniter arisint! from tiiit‘r> and alligators, whose fero- 
<*it\ has been so forniidaldv dwelt on, that Knropeaus who Inne had 
no lo4*al knou Icdife, mij^-ht luo e vijpiuist'd the existence of ferocious 
hea^l" y lie nreved on iKilliinii’ hnt man; I can reiidily hidieve, that if 
the tillers and alliL:alor'^ <‘oul<l sp«‘ak, they would < 4 i\e a dilVerent \er- 
sion of the story, h\ pro\ iuir that they were the lirt'iilest "utferers; hut 
to the point. 

“ Then' are nine salt atreneios in Heneal, namely, (‘iittack, Hala- 
sore, Khordah, nidj.''i*lee, 'rninlook, Hnlloah, ( ’hitta«fon«i, the iM Per- 
trnnna**, ami .lesson*; now, with the exception of tin* two latter dis- 
Iricts, all the others are distatit from any liea\y junu-h*, ami not eM'Ji 
liordeririiT on the Snrnh’rhuns. In the -I Perirnnnas and .lessore, 
tlu're are about twenty auron^s, cie-hteen of Avhieh are all near the 
> illau’es, where the Molunirhecs live in tlieir own houses, and work 
daily in the adjoininn- knUirivs, or salt lands. Two auron^I's, one 
called Barhoony and the other 'I’uffaul, are the only ones in the Snn- 
d(‘rhuns ; hut before the Mohinji'hces (»-o thither for the maniifaeture 
of the salt, the })laee is well stockaded and fenced round, renderiny** it 
impossible that any animal ean enter; moreover, shekaries and other 
anm‘d men are employeil by fuiveriiment to protect the people 
enij^asjed in the works. 

“ In the eml of January the Molnn^^hees proceed to work in the 
enclosed spaces di’scrihed, ami remain there until the !>et;'innini»; ot 
June, durinu: wliich period the salt a^fents supply them with rice and 
fresh water from time to time. 

** The a^’ents keep a record of any Molunpi^hees who may eliaiiee to 
he destroyed hv wild animal'*, hy a reference to which it can he satisfac- 
torily proved, that even in the two only dangerous aiironjis in Henjfal 
not imv man in mu- thttHnand is at all injured in the season, which is 
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leas than the number hurt orwonudoil by wild aninial*^ in nnv part nt 
Bengal beyond the limits of the eities; and even in the popnbuis 
tow’iis we necasionallv have a visitsition from a stray <ir wild 

boar — witness recently at Daeea, and last year at Ballyt»nn^e, (•b»se to 
Calcutta. Althonijjb Mr. Tucker was so loni: in India, he appears 
never to have learned that there is anotlier Accnpation of a iimcli more 
dangerous nature than that of the salt inannfactnrers, vtz. that of 
collecting*- wax in the Siinderhuns and junjyles for the zemindars, and 
cuttin^^ wood for the fuel which is broni^^ht for sale to (’*alcuttn; the 
former class of people are called Mtf triads ; two or three of wliom pro- 
ceed at once to the centre of the Stiiulerhniis, withoitt anv otlier 
defence than a kind of lar^e knife, with which ca-dt man is arnn‘d ; 
and in this manner hundreds of people are em)>lo\ed in the most dan 
^erous districts, whose remuneration is not to he compared with tliat 
received by the Molunghees, as tliev do m»t ufct more than a few rupees 
for a inaund of wax, the c*ollection of which rtspiircs a very bmi*^ 
period; and which is suhscqiiently sold b\ the zemindars for or t>d 
rupees, Now> if the conditic»n of thi'se people lx* I'ompured with the 
Hnrhftony or stockaded Moluntjhees, the udvantat'^i* will be decidedU 
in favour of the latter, both a.s to nuftlvutnii and the absema* cd'//#/v/; 
and from a consideration of tlndr relative situation, the diaciples (>t 
Mr. Henry St. (lc‘or<re I'ucker, and the Mcepers for the iiuHcry of the 
Molunj^hees, may reuUv be aide to judfje whether they are to lx* called 
the * tnost ili-conditimied of tin- snhjvvtti iukUt British sway : 

“ I shall now proceed more particularly to notic<* the assertions which 
have been made refji’ardinfj the compnlsion, said to he used towards 
the Molungees. Lot us first obsenx* what steps (iovernnxxjt hav<* 
taken to prevent any illepfal or unjust proceediiifxs of such a nature. 
Regulation X of lH29, sectioji vii, savs, 

“ VII. ‘ No persoas shall be compelled, under any pretence w’hat* 
ever, to cn^ajre in the provision, inamifacture, or transportation of 
salt, either as a contractor, or labourer, or in any other capacity ; and 
all persons who may in the provision, manufacture, or trans- 

portation of salt, and may not chofwe to re-eni;^ap^e, shall he at liberty 
to relinquish the employment, after performinj; the enj>;-aj»^ement into 
which th€*y may have entered, and to follow any other occupation 
they may think proper without hindrance or molestation.’ 

“ And the most ample redress is prcivided in cases of compulsion 
by the following- enactment, section viii of the same regulation. 

VIII. ‘ If a salt agent shall compel, or use any means, or causes 
any of his officers or others, to compel any Molungliee, Hyoparry, or 
other person to receive advances, <ir to contract for, or cngiige in the 
provision, manufacture^ or transportation of salt, the judge of the 
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IVwanny Adawliit, on proof of the charpfo to hw satisfaction, shall ad- 
jud^fe the contract or enf»n)t»:ei»ient null and void, and direct the com- 
plainant to be diM'harg;ed, and cause the advances, if unv sliould have 
f)een made, to Ix' returned by him, and award such costs and daniag’es 
Ufrainst the aij(‘nt, as may appear to him p«|uitable. The ajrcMit so 
otfeiulinfr shall morer>ver be liable to he dismissed from his office by 
the <iovenn)r (bnuTal in Ctiuneil.' 

“ Now, thou;:!:h upwards of a million of men obtain employment as 
iSloluny-lnx's, vet by referring to the judicial records, scarcely a case 
will be found where e<)mpuhsit)n has been (*omplained of; on the con- 
trary, when the salt daro;^ahs have refust'd to j;i\e any advance to tlie 
Molun^lu'es in consisjuence of their not oflerin^j p)od security, orfroni 
any other ciuise, the *Molunohees have consianlly presented petitions to 
the salt aij^eiits a^j^ainst such an act; and when not addressed, they have 
^strenuously memorialized the Board of (hjsioins of Salt and Opium, 
as may 1 m' '<e(*n in the records <»f that office. 

“ 'riie priv*c fonm'rlN (ditanoHl by fbe Mohinifhec's from the zemin- 
dars was Iro.n two to four annas for on*' maiind of Siilt ; now Ihev 
r<MMM>e from (iovernnient from riifht annas to o,if> rapet' ff)r the iame 
ijuantity ; (iroverninent bcinjj also charged with a rent for the lamls 
used for the pr'*| iir'ition of salt, and in some atreneie« the knfary or 
place M’lu're the salt is made is increasing esery’ year. In the be^in- 
nin«r of the p^c^ent season, in consetpience of there beinpf a larcre 
<juantityof uncleanxl salt in the bands Ooveniment, the Board of 
tUistoms of salt and opium intimated tlieir wish to the salt to 

limit the manufacture; a iin‘asure which create<l a j^^eneriil dissatis- 
faction amongst the I^loiun^hees, very little in accordance with the. 
idea that tin* manufacture was compulwry, and indicative of any 
thin:; rather than its In'in^- unprtffitable to the people eng^apfed in it. 

“ Mr. Tucker savs that * we should consult both the interests of 
the revenue and those of bumauity, by a partial transfer at least of 
tlie salt manufacture from some of our Beiig^al districts to those of the 
northern sircars.' \\%*re tlie <‘Hse as Mr. Tucker supposes, there 
would be no ne<*i‘ssity for the transfer he recommends — the manufac- 
ture would die atvay of itself, because, as no compulsion can be used, 
hipfh rates of reimineration must be held out to the Molungfhees. If 
they choose to acct'pt th(»se high rates, it would he their t>wn concern; 
more dangerous occupations are much worse recompensed, bm it 
would hardly answer the purp(»ses of (iovernment to produce a dear 
article where the supply, at a more moderate price, ‘is c(|ual to the 
demand.’ So far from there being any desire to force the manutaC' 
turer into unhealthy cu' ilaiigeroiis, and cousequently expensive 
quarters, it is rumoured fliat aii alxdition of the least protitable salt 
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aurong^is in ronteinplation. If any tmo will take the trouble to pro- 
ceed to the spot where these arrangements are carried int<i effect, 
should they be resolved upon, he will «peedi!Y aee with wlial reluctance 
even the worst'Condilioiied aniongsi thr inuniifacturiT> uill ahandon 
an occupation which has been hmir lumsidered so wrt'tchcd and unre- 
luunerative ; instead of huilin<r the itieuaiirt* a hoor», it i-^ w< ll if its 
introduction be md atlt'nded with riot and lesistaime, which would 
afford a very singular continuation of all tin* lljctuaes which ha\e 
hitherto heen fashionable on tlu‘ suhjc< t of tht‘ nii‘‘i rie> t>f Molnn- 
ghees. F<»r my own part f < an pf)’-iTi\cl) assert, that sm h a im a-ure 
will, to say the least of it, throw hack thousands to the coinparativ cU 
unprotitahle eTupb>\ lucnts of cultnators and labourer'*, nliile the ru ber 
<*lasscs (if salt producers will he f<»rced to itiNc^t i heir cajdtal in specu- 
lations htddint: out no more than the (irdinurx ?(‘turn. 

“ J'he aho\(‘ facts w ill, 1 trust, ^o far to convinct* tinprejudict'd per- 
''On*', not only that no couiptd^ion permitted in tlie salt manutacture, 
but lliat nofio is n<*ccs«arN . X(»t wi-biuii to weaiN \our readers, 1 
shall re^ci \ e fiirtbcr partieulur> foi luv billowing bite)". 

*• Your*'* iv:e. “ A Sai 7 Da ko(. \ n,” 

Will the British puhlie now believi*, after y)erusin^ this 
letter, that the M()liing:he(^s are in a virtual slate of 
slavery, every man of tlu iii l)cin<^ in (lei)t to the Kast-Iiulia 
Company, inextricably and for life, and not daring to 
engage in any other employment?*''^ I will iu>t demean 
a character so truly noble as Dwarkanaiit '^J'agore, by 
jdacing hiN testimony on a par with that of the author 
of tlie foregoing asscTtion ; the one was written in India, 
challenging investigation as to its truth ; the other written 
in England in utter disregard of facts,*!' claj>-trap to 
obtain a f<x)ting in Parliament, by ingratiating llie author 

• (’raw'furd’s East India C '(ui»|jau\’s Muuojxdics, j»agc Ib 

i Mr. f’rrtwftird, aiiuuifi: irumy other luisstatcmeiit^, obsciwcH, that 
“ British cuterprizc?, skill, and what is of c(jual coiisequeiure, Hritiah in- 
tegrity, are f‘xcluded hy statute from eitluT manufacturing or trading 
in salt,” (p. 13). "J’his assertion in totally untrue ; any European may 
pureha*«e salt at the mouthlv auctions in f-alcutta, and M'hen I was in ' 
India Mr. Prinsep was making salt m‘ar Calcutta, and payin^r the 
government dutv on it. isuch is the veracity of a man whf>, in his 
endeavours to bespatter the East- India (buupany with odium, seems 
to hazard every thing like p<ditical integrity of character. 



with the elector^) of Glasgow or Liverpixjl, to the reader I 
would say, Utrum h>ru7n mavia acnp(>?'^ 

To shew yet further the quo animo oi a person, who 
in all his writings libels every oriental functionary, from 
the (iovernor-(ii‘neral downwards, I may observe, that 
he asserts the number of |>ersons employed in the prepara- 
tion of the Bengal salt, that is of aliout 400,000,000 lbs., 
is only 1^5,000 labourers, in a soil muddy, drenched by 
tile fresh waters of the (Tanges and Hurrainjiooter, and 
lialde to fivijuent inuiulatioiis, and in a moist and insalu- 
brious elimate,"' (p. *.)) : the salt dai’ogah says, there are 
about one million jiersons deriving employment from the salt 
mono}>oly ; and in another letter lie adds, allow me 
to state, That all re])orts as to ilu compulsion resorted to 
to secure the Molunghees will soon be put to the test, as the 
present government are, it is said, aliout to reduce the 
<|uautity of salt to be made in the ensuing year; bv which 
measure many thousand people will he thrown out of 
bread, or (according to tlie adversaries t)f the salt mono- 
)K)ly) rescued from oppression and misery, and we shall 
then be e nabled to judge how' the zemindars will so easily 
realize their rent, which they have hitherto been enabled 
to do, t)iit of the jirofits of the Molunghees/’ 

In fact, many of the Molunghees are wealthy individuals, 
and all are as well off, if not better, than other classes of 
the community ; this I am enabled to assert from }K»r- 

♦ In ('(‘vlnii tiu' stwu* of tlu* swlt iuanuf;u*turcrs is most wTCtched, 
Col. (%)lc!)r()oke, in hi*' recent n'port to (ioverninent, states: ‘‘the 
collection of salt is made on tlje (lovernnient account, parth by volun- 
tHr\, and partly 1)> coinpuNory labour, jind in some cases also by 
debtors, who have sobl tlieir servi» i‘s for life to the owners of the 
salt pans, in consid<'ration of an ad^ance of «)r .‘Id rix dollars 
( £1. 17 a. tW. or to X'l, o.s.)." Such is the system under the King's 
Covornment at Ceylon ; the prime 4‘t)st of the salt at the Government 
stores of 'rangalle, ( oJoinho, 'rrinctnnaloe, and .laifna, is 4^., 

1 1 ami .'W., :Mid the profit of the tiovernment in selling it varies 
Irom HIM) to IJDO perecnf.I while on the chaTge the gross revenue 



sonal knowledge; and so far iVoni conceiving it a hardsliij) to 
receive advances for the manufacture of salt, they look 
on its absence as a heavy calamity. The Honourable Mr. 
Ramsay thus testified as to their condition., before the 
House of Lords, in April 1830: — 

“ 3103. How ion^ wore you oinployed in the *<uporinten{lonce of 
the salt manufaotory?' — I wa< m arlx six year^ in tlio dopartinent. 

“3404. At whnt place were vnu statioiied I w as ‘itaTioned for 
about ten montlis in the twent\-lbur Per‘:nnn:ih ai:enc\, thoniih only 
three aetually resident ; then five vear'' in the d uinluok ai:ene\. 

“ 34u5. liave tin* eoodness to slatt* in what !iiat)n(‘r the salt was 
provided? — Hy advances to the Miduncine'., u fio are the peopU* who 
manufacture the >alt. 

“ .340t). the condition of those Meliju:: hees as jroo.l jts tljat of 

anv ether lahonrers in tin* eountrv'" — FnlK as y;ood, and in many 
ca‘ies better. 

“ Is Nult ;,^enerally manufactured on advances r -Entirely hy 

advances. 

“ 34.3t). 1*0 whomaia' the advances mad*' - Indivitlnaltx t«» the 
Mtilnm^^ljoes (who make tin* ^alt), in the I'reHctjce of the aueut. 

“ 34 . 37 . Canyoi state what is the ainoum of udvaiiet* mad<* to eac*h 
Moiunj^hee? — ll depends upon tin* (puintits of salt land he has ma- 
nufacture his salt from, 

“ 4338. Is a M<dnn;:hee invariahly the jjroprietor of ^alt land, or is 
it allotted to him ? — He is either a proprietor him-elf, or he rents it. 
3'hey are f^enerally renters, and the ('<iinpany pa\ a remuneration to 
the zemindar of the distj ict in which the salt is manufactured. 

“ 3431). .Speukirif^ ircnerally, are the Mohinch(‘c*s imh hled to the 
Company on their adxances, or are they, on tin* delivery of their suit, 
free from all erabarra-ssinent ? — I do not recollect, during; the time 1 
was salt a«j:ent, that th(?re were any balances at the end of the year, 
and rewards 'are invariahly di-trihuied to those who conduct them- 
selves with the greatest proprietv 

“ 3440. Do you conceive ii is in the power of any Molunf^hee with- 

is 20 or 2.J per cent. 'I he rc*\emie derived from the salt is X’27,7^1 
per annum; the continp^ent expenses exceed although in most 

places the salt is .spontaneously formed. The prosecutions in 1^28 
and 1 H29 anmunled to .304, for infnnp:inp; the laws relative to the salt 
monopoly, and the fines are often paid to informers hy the (ioveni- 
menl, ow'in^»- to the poverty of the people w’ho are convicted; am-h, 
acwirdinjj to Hoi. Tolehrooke, is the state of the salt revenue in a 
Kiiiif's (lOM iTiiiienl, afxrordinj; to his Ml. jestx’s commissioner! 



our dirticiiltv to U*av(* the laaiiiirairtini* ot '•ulf — ( ^rtaiuly it is; l>ut 
It liXMirrally irorisi<l<*re(l to tw a \ei v ;>n*at punishment to he dis- 
missed from the s(‘i vic€‘» 

Are you not awaie that an iinpre^Nion eontrarv to that 
stHternent pre\ai!s in this etiunlry r — I liave hoard it often mentioned. 

‘‘ .'t-Jl-. Do \ou kninv^)!! wliat it is founded r*- — 1 roneeive there is 
no foundation in truth uJiatevtT for it ; for rhme is no cla^s of people 
in the v\<u l{l hotter )ot»ked after, or more kindly treated, than the Mo- 
luDirlu’es tmijihtuMl in tlie salt inono])ol\ in India.’’ 

Mr. Manolt's uas a.skfd, can von state the eundition of 
the salt manufacturers — lie reulied that it was ujx)n a 
footin<T with that of otlier pcr.son.s of the same edass in the 
eontmunity,'' (l.ords ()oJ2). •• ])t) they select that niana- 

fact tire hy jireferenee “ rndonhtedly ; there is no 
et)in))u]>i(M whateNer." 'J'iie other testimony before Par- 
liament is similar. Let those who have ))inne<l their faith 
and oj)inions on the monstrous inis-statements of Mr. ('raw- 
furd, Mr. Ui; kards, and others, now say if they will 
continue to l)t‘lie\e the assertions of these personalties ; if 
they do, though an angel were to eome from heaven, it 
would be of no avail* 

A great deal lias bmi said and written respecting thi* 
increased price of .sdt in Bengal, compared wdth what it 
was thirty years ago ; this part of the subject is desj}atclied 
in a few words by the salt darogali, by comparing it with 
the eniianeed price of rice; he might have added other 
articles, and sliewn how the wages of the commonest 
labourer have doubled, trebled, in some places, (juin- 
lupled, of late years: liegarding the enhancement of the 
price of salt, 1 said in my former letters, that it has been 
increased, and 1 again observe, that such is the fact ; but 
let me ask, what necessary of life has not done so, and 
that in a much greater proportion than salt It will be 
readily agreed that rice is the staff of life, and that it is an 
indispensable article of food to the natives; yet it uom* 



bears the price of two rupees a iimuiul, while thirty years 
ago it did not exceed four annas a maund ! Here is an 
enhancement of eight hundred per cent., while in the 
article of salt there is an enhancement, at the dearest marts, 
to less than half that extent ; yet ouch is the prosperity 
arising out of comparative good order, security, and good 
government, that even the greatest of those enhance- 
ments is imj^erceptible to the people — what then, must 
the lesser be 

I admit Col. Galloway’s statement, that during the last 
thirty years there has been an increased charge on the 
cost of manufacturing salt, to the amount of fifty per cent. ; 
but Col. Galloway, when observing that tliis fact re- 
quires explanation,” would, on reflection, have found it in 
the increased rate of wages and labour throughout Bengal. 
Ten year.s ago a labourer in Calcutta received but two 
rupees a month : now he is not satisfied w ith les> than four 
or five rupees, and there is evem a .scarcity of workmen. 
Twelve field lalK)urers use»d to be had for one rnpeo per 
diem, now six cannot be obtained for that sum ; a Hin- 
doo eabinet-maker, who was glad to receive eight ru- 
pees }3er month, now readily obtains from sixteen to tw enty 
rupees for the same pericKl. The jirice of fuel has trcblwl, 
and in some places qiiadruplc'd, within the period under re- 
view^ ; all indicating, as Dwarkanaut Tagore observes, the 

prosperity of the country, arising out of gwnl order, secu- 
rity, and good government."* (’ol. Galloway wull therefore 
admit, that it would be remarkable if the cost of producing 
salt should remain stationary wljile everything else increased. 

Let us now^ observe the average rate at which this tax 
pres.ses on the population suliject to it, and w^ho, from Ix'ing 
an essentially non-militant people, with extensive frontiers 
which require protection, and a very moderate landed as- 
sessment, are peculiarly called on to contribute for the sup- 
jx)rt of the government. 



A parliamentary paper, drawn up by the sub-committee 
of Parliament in I835ii, on the revenues of India, gives 
“ the annual contribution of each individual in Bengal, 
Baimr, and Orissa, to the salt revenue, at tenpence,*”* that 
is, less than one })enuy {>er month ! But even this trifling 
amount is evidently too high, for the calculation of the Par- 
liamentary sub-coniniittee is partly founded on the annual 
wages of a labourer being only forty-five slnllings, whereas, 
if the evidence of Ramniohun Rov liad been referred 
to, it would have been seen that it at the very least three 
rupees per month, or seventy-two shillings per annum. By 
calculations which I made in India, but which I have left in 
that country, it was proved, that the tax per head in Bengal 
is not j'lo.e than three farthings monthlv. Mr. Crawfurd 
admits that the duty ])er head from the ‘ monopoly ' in Ma- 
dras and Bengal is but .sixpence per annum ! It is evident, 
therefore, that tiie motive of this writer, in his virulent 
pamphlet on the Company's salt revenue, was not from 
any gtKxl feeling towards the Hindoos, of whom he says, 
that “ to have ‘ eaten anotlier s sail,’ is in the Eastern 
languages the only ex})rcssion by which allegiance and gra- 
titude are acknowledged ; for neither the genius of the 
Oriental languages, nor the genius of the Oriental people, 
is remarkable for exuberance in this particular but 
from a desire to supplant the domestic manufacture of 
Bengal and Madras, by importations of salt from Liver- 
pool ! “ In America,'’ says this partizan politician, ‘‘ the 

manufacture of domestic salt is encouraged by impos- 
ing a protecting duty on the imjK)rted article, a case too 

• Vide Revenue I*aper for 1832, No. 2. 

t Monopolies of the East-India Company, p. Methinks a little 
“ gratitude” on Mr, Crawfiird's oart for tlie handsome salary M'hich 
he is still enjoying, a considerable part of which has been contributed 
by “ Oriental people,” (of whom Uwarkanaut J’agorc is one), would 
not have been amiss. Mr. Crawfurd cares as little for the Hindoos, h« 
he does for the kangaroos of New Hollaml. 



absurd to be supposed in legiNlatin^ for lieiigal '• but 
according to Mr. Crawford’s own evidence, wliat has been 
the result of this ‘ absurd " legislation in America ? Why, 
that ^Jonathan is nearly independi‘nt of LiverjKKjl salt, 
which he formerly imported to a great extent, and is 
now exporting his ‘domestic salt*' to many ])laces;f 
but says Mr. Oawfurd. the “ offensive contrast between 
the conduct of the Uniteil States of America and the 
Kritish commercial administration deserves to be no- 
ticed he would have, in fact, he ])lainly says, a free 
trade in salt’' between Knglaml and India. Not content 
with throwing several million of weavers out of linploy- 
inent by the pnaluce of tiie steam cotton looms of Lanca- 
shire, IVIr. Crawfurd would now deprive a million of Ben- 
gal salt manuiacturers of their livelilnod ; and all this 
w hile Kngland im|)()ses a duty of ninepence per Ih. on the 
coffee grown by the Hind(K)s, and placi's a virtual )»rohi- 
hition on the im|K)rtation of their sugar into Kngland ; if 
this be not ‘‘ free trade ’ with a vengeanet*, it would he im- 
jK)ssihle to say what is ! 

IVav, sir, what do \ou take the Hindoos for ? Are they 
not men, with human feelings, human passions, and human 
wants r is not their 1)1(xk1 red r if vou tiekle them will 
they not laugh r if you oppress them will they not resent 
it P V(nir (b)vernment lias im|K>se(l on their prcKiuee pro- 
hibitory duties, w hile it has, I grieve to sav, made use of its 
|)ower to supplant every branch of cx{)orts manufactured 

• Mr. Alcf nllocli that previcni** to thf* chitv on salt in KFi|j:land, 
the tax was JorUf iinivs th*- iust of tha Auit !!♦* thinks Xl,0<tU,00n 
st^rlinjr might hr hrnefioially dorivrd from a salt-tax in Kngland. — 
hu t. |». 924. 

t I'his has been the rase with every artielr on w'hieli America has 
laiil a protecting duty ; even glass in now being exported from the 
States to Kngland. T need M arcely refer to the article of cotUm 
good^^, with which America n«cd ftmincrly to he entirely supplied 
from Krigland, being at pre-^ent an extensive article of export from 
A morira ! 



except one article^ which it could not get so good nor so 
cheap elsewhere, indigo ; their very raw cotton would have 
had a halfpenny per |x>und ini}>os€d on it, a few months 
ago, but for the fear that America might ere long be at war 
w ith England,* and tluis give a powerful check to the cotton 
manufactures of (ireat J)ritain. You desire to export your 
Liverpool salt duty free to India; will you admit the sugar 
of Bengal duty-free into England r You complain of the 
Indian government imjHKsing a duty of three or four hun- 
dred j)er cent, on the prinH‘ cost of English inaehine-made 
salt; but, sir, the Hindoos exclaim and protest against your 
im}X)sing so enormous a duty a.s loO percent, on tlieir 
sugar, and 1,100 percent, on their rum ; 500 ])er cent, on 
their rhubarb ; (iOO })er cent, on assahjetiila ; nearly "100 per 
cent, on tiu'ir eoiiee ; 400 per ccut, on their ])ep})er ; 3,000 
per cent, on an essential oil ; 1,400 per cent, on eiK-ulus 
indieus; — I need not refer toother articles; h ok at p. 130 
of this w'ork, miu ( ibserve the manner in w ldeh the Hindoos 
are treated as compared with tht* We>t-liulians. Since 1814, 
your free-tradii* has not only supplanted the Iiulian weaver 
in the sale of 000,000 worth ol‘ cotton goods in Eng- 
land, but it has depriveil him of treble that sum in the 
supply of Ins own and other countries ; but while thus beg- 
garing millions, you have prevented tliem earning a sub- 
sistence in preparing the produce of their soil for the Eng- 
lish markets ; and in addititm to this, you would now' throw' 
a million of salt inannfaetuivrs out of employment, without 
caring wdiere tiiey were to tind bread! Is this wliat you 
call “free-trader**' Is iliis what vour Glasgow weavers and 
Liverpool .salt-owners aim at, when tliey proclaim “ dow'ri 
vdth the East-India (’ompuny's monopoly r 

Englishmen have long been told that they are as 

* She has rejecteil tlic awnnl of tin* Dutch Monun*!) respecting the 
houndary question ! 
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Ifenerous, disinterested, and higli-iuinded people as any 
in tlie world ; he is not their real friend who silently 
acquiesces in this eulogy, if thc'v persist in their present 
measures towards India. In looking back through the 
long vista of commercial history, wJio can discern any thing 
by which Great Britain deserves l\s?ing ranked as a nation 
totalh’ uninfluenced bv selfish considerations. She followed 
the protecting policy of C‘olbert and of tiu* Dutch, until she 
saw the tables were being turned on her thnmghoiit Eurojx? ; 
and then under Mr. Huskisson made a merit of necessity, and 
became the advocate of a free-trade policy ; thus what she 
did to save herself, she has been praised for as if' it were solely 
with liberal feelings. In the blindness of commercial or na- 
tional jealousy she warred with France,* and spent her best 
blood and treasure in curbing the liberties and rivetting the 
chains of nations. She putdown every s])ecies of n.anufacturc 
in America, even to the making of a hat or nail, until per- 
secution drove those provinces into rebellion, and England 
became the instrument, through that Divine Providence 
which causes good to arise from evil, of creating a magnifi- 
cent republic : let this be a warning to her respecting India! 
I admit that a dawn is bursting on a new, and a happier, and 
a holier prospect ;*f that, in a greater proportion than in other 
ymrtsof Europe, it is illumining the understandings of Eng- 
lishmen ; it has given pulsation to cold and sinking human 
nature ; it acts upon men'^s hearts, and they grow warm and 
expand ; it suffuses the light of a new existence over their 

♦ England may well curse the perverted talents of Burke, and de- 
plore the prejudices of his sovereign. 

t What a difference between the people of this country at the be- 
ginning of the present century and at the present moment! Foreign- 
ers who may wish to ascertain the existing feelings of Britons, may 
find them represented in the speeches at the Abingdon dinner ( 7Vmc.v, 
Jvy. 17 i 1832); or they could not find a more concentrated typifica- 
tion of the same, than in the manly, judicious, and eloquent language 
which characterizes the leadinir journal of tlio empire. 
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souls, — Liberty, i)olitical, religious, or commercial,* is the 
spirit it has awakened, — already her voice resounds along 
the hills and through the rallies of Albion, and, with her 
flag, is swept over the ocean to the uttermost bounds of the 
earth. Conscious atf I am that this mighty and universal 
spirit is now stirring, nnd agitating, and breaking the ma- 
nacles of nations, I am compelled to feel the more keenly 
for the Hindoos, and to deprecate, perhaps with too much 
warmth, the mercantile policy heretofore pursued, and 
which in the article of salt is still urged for adoption. If 
India were placed on the fcxiting of Ireland, and a free in- 
terchange of commodities were allowed between both coun- 
tries, as if no wave rolled betw^eeii them, then indeed might 
the less orthodox Hindoos be disposed to receive English 
salt for Indian sugar; hut as matters now stand, it would 
bc‘ adding insult to injury to expect them quietly , . or at 
least unmurmuringly, to submit to the annihilation of the 
last remaining branch of their domestic manufactures. 

• By the first, 1 do not moan that spooiosof political freedom u hich 
is wrung from a goveriimont by necessity in order to avoid revolu- 
tion ; nor can the second be considered toleration when it is withheld 
until civil war is on the wing ; and least of all can the third deserve 
the lofty appellation of “ free-trade,” when the freedom is all on one 
side, when the strongest wields a despotic power in efforts for^elf- 
aggrandizement at the expense of the weaker nation. 
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CHAPTER X. 

0 

THE CIVIL ANl) CRIMINAL JCDUTAL SYSTEM OF INDIA; 

INEFFICACY OF PUNISHMENT BY DEATH; IMMENSE 

DIMINUTION OF CRIME IN HINDOSTAN ; OFFENCES IN 

ENGLAND, IRELAND, FRANCE, AND INDIA COMPARED; 

EVILS OF THE SUPREME ( OURT ; — ITS EXPENSE AND 
DEMORALIZING INFLUENCE ; TRIAL BY JURY IN CEY- 
LON AND IN INDIA; THE NEW JURY BILL. 

Never were the constituted authorities of a country 
placed in a more difficult, a more i^xtraordinary position, 
than tile functionaries of the government of the East- 
India Company on obtainiiiji; possession of the empire 
subjected to their sway ; and never, it may be added, was 
a task of so delicate, so hazardous a iiature, more judi- 
ciously, more wisely fulfilled. 1 hey found an immense po- 
pulation ground to the earth by centuries of opjiression, 
exhibiting a moral as well as mental debility which was 
humiliating to human nature ; a peojile among wham civil 
justice was put up for sale to the highest bidder; who 
beheld the most atrocious criminals screened by their rank 
or caste from the punishment of the law ;* among whom 
corruption was considered no taint, bribery no offence, 
and perjury no sin! — In fine, whose criminal jurispru- 
dence was one mass of bloody decrees, namely, impaling 

• The Right Honourable Robert Grant savM, “ every man lay entirely 
at the mercy of those who were to inherit his estate, and compositions 
for murder were notoriously frequent under the native government of 
Bengal.” Eo'pediency maintained^ p. 29. At page 42, Mr. Grant 
observes, << violence and venality were without control in Hindostan, 
and prevailed in a frightful degree.” 



alive, mutilations of tlie limbs, and Ha^ellations to death ! 
Notwithstanding these barbarities, the people, strange to 
say, were wedded to such dialx)lical practices, and it 
required the utmost tact and delicacy to introduce im- 
provements without destroying suddenly the fabric ; to 
preserve consuetude, yet ameliorate palpable evils. For 
nearly half a century this difficult task has been progres- 
sing. In the administration of civil justice, the objects of 
the CornpanyV govermiient have been to render it pure in 
source, speedy in execution, and cheap in {)ractice ; in the 
administration of criminal justice the aim has been, first, 
to prevent crime, and secoiully, to secure the reformation 
of the ofiender. How far the o])ject>> aimed at in civil 
jurisprudence have been obtained, can only be ascertained 
by individiud testimony ; all the evidence before Parlia- 
ment and the Hoard of Control acknowledge its purity; on 
this, the most i ssential point, therefore, I will merely quote 
the opinion of a distinguished Hindoo, Rammohun Hoy, 
who says in re ply to question ^20 from the Board of Control 
in 18^1, “ I am happy to state that, in my humble opinion, 
the judicial branch of the service is almost pure, and tlmre 
are among the judicial servants of the Company gentle- 
men of such distinguished talents, that from their natural 
abilities, even without the regular study of the law, they 
commit very few, if any, errors in the administration of 
justice.” 

In reply to the fifth question the learned Hindoo ob- 
serves, many of the judicial officers of the Company 
are men of the highest talents, as well as of strict integrity, 
and earnestly intent on doing justice."^ With respect to the 
second essential ingredient of civil justice, speedy execu- 
tion, there have been many complaints ; but it has been 
overl(X)ked that in a country like India, where the great 
mass of the people arc landed proprietors, of litigious 
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habits, and with courts of appeal open to them from the 
lowest tribunal to the highest, the multiplicity of causes 
must be immense, more particularly from the increasing 
prosperity of the people, and the rapid subdivision of pro- 
perty which the law of inheritance creates. The statements 
made of delay in the trial of civil suits refer to past years ; 
I have been unable to find any documents of a recent date 
on the subject ; the latest, I believe, are those contained in 
Colonel Galloway’s able work and Mr. Robertson’s valuable 
pamphlet, and they do not shew much increasing delay, 
particularly in the most important court : 

Suits pending- in the Provincial (^oi hts of Bengal. 


In I 8 I 7 num her 3,581 

1821 2,429 

Decrease number 1,152 


Mr. Robertson says the number of suits before the Sud- 
der Dewannee and Provincial Courts were : 


In 1815 number 4,245 

1826 3,944 

Decrease.... number 301 


The average delay of 106,504 suits before Moonsiff’ 
judges, was in 1826, six months; the time gradually in- 
creasing through all the courts up to the highest appeal 
court, which averaged four years and three months. Would 
not any person with a suit in Chancery, be glad to have it 
settled in three times that period ? 

If the returns to a later date were accessible, 1 am con- 
vinced it would be seen that the number was still on the 
decrease Rammohun Roy, in speaking of the vigilance of 
a judge who came within his actual sphere of knowledge, 
Mr, D. C. Smith of Hooghly (a district of great wealth, 
extent and intelligence), says : under Mr. Smith every 



case is decided in the course of four, five, or six months.''' 
Until the register returns from the various courts of India 
for late years are before Parliament, it is idle and unfair to 
quote old documents or hearsay testimony respecting delay 
in India. If a litigious spirit, or a desire for justice, induces 
men to carry on appeals from court to court, they must, 
of course, expect delay, and of the two evils delay is pre- 
ferable to injustice. Let those who complain of tardiness in 
the Company's judges, look at home, where under every 
possible stimulus to speed, an original suit at law' will often 
supply a man for full occupation during life, and an ap- 
peal case find employment for a whole generation. 

With reference to the third ingredient, cheapness, the 
public arc not in possession of facts to decide on the 
subject. Mr. Robertson said (Lords, 12th March 1830), 
“ the expense, as far as his memory served him, of a com- 
mon suit in a civil case, brought before tlie civil judge of 
the district and decided by him, is on the average about 
thirteen and a-half per cent. this is slightly increased by 
Mr. 13 lit ter worth Bayley, in his admirable judicial and 
general testimony before the Commons during the present 
year ; Mr. «a,vloy says that, ‘‘ in suits from 500 to 5,000 
rupees, cognizable by a zillah judge, the costs to both 
parties are abpiit sixteen per cent., and in suits cognizable 
by the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut about six per cent. all 
authorized costs and expenses of every description charged 
to both ])laintiff and defendant are included I I appre- 
hend no civil suit in England of that amount is decided 
cheaper, or w ithin ten j)er cent, of the amount. The judi- 
cial charges of all India are not more than one million and 
a-half sterling ; what they are in England I cannot im- 
mediately state, but an idea may be in some degree formed 
by the immense judicial salaries, above <£^1,000 per annum, 
which, according to the last parliamentary return before 



me, amount to d£^51 7,984. Off the million and u-half India 
judicial expenses there must be abstracted the salaries, 
&c. of the Supreme Courts at the presidencies which — 


For Calcutta amount to rupees 8,79,000 

Bombay and Madras to . . . . 6,50,000 

J’otal rupees 15,29,000 


It may be said that it is unfair to compare the expense 
of litigation in England with that of India, on account oi‘ 
the vast wealth and commerce of the former; hut the 
devise and transfer of landed projx^rty in India, mortgages, 
lx)nds, and other securities for tlie payment of monies ; 
disputed accounts, partnerships, boundaries, &c., present 
an ample set-off for Eastern litigation, in comparison with 
that arising from British trade and wealtli. In another 
view of the subject there are amjile grounds for shewing 
the extent of legal })roceedings in Hindostan. It was 
estimated recently, tliat there were in Great Britain, 
2,941,383 families of four persons to each family ; of these, 

1,000,000 possessed ail ineome <»1* £25 

600.000 do do CV.\ 

400.000 do do £50 

300.000 do do X60 

The remainder graduated from £100 upwards. Four- 
fifths of the population had incomes of w hich tlie maximum 
did not exceed £66, and the average w^as £43. One-hfth 
of the community were, therefore, alone enabled to go to 
law, or 4,600,000 persons out of 20,000,000. Now, in India 
it is allowed that three-fourths of the people are farmers 
on a greater or less scale : so that while the litigating popu- 
lation in Great Britain is about 5,000,000, the litigating 
population of India is 50,000,000.* These circumstances 

• It has been observed in Italy that litigation is extremely preva- 
lent, and lawyers abundant, owing to the great subdivision of the 
land. 



are mentioned to sliew the injustice of general censure on 
the expense, extent, or delay of legal proceedings in India. 
If a comparison be made in the salaries of the Company’s 
judges in India and the judges in England, it will be seen 
that, notwithstanding ,tlie difference of climate between the 
two countries, and the retiring pensions, the balance is not 
in favour of the Company’s judges. 


7'ho Lord nhancollor io England roceivos per annum.. .. 14,000* 
The Chief (jf tlie Sudder Dewany Adawlut 6,000 

The \’^iee-(!hancollor ifi Fln^landf 6,000 

Tlie Muster of flu* RollNf - 

A Puisne dud|L,^e of th(‘ Suddor Dewanny Aduwlut 5,000 

The Cliief Baron of the (h)nrt of Exeliequer in Kngflandf 7»000 
CommissioiK'r of Revenue and (hreuit in India 4,000 

Chief .In.'ti.'e of the Court of Kini^V Bendif 10,000 

Chief. Indue of the province of Caleutta 3,20.0 

Puisne .liidot* of the ('ourt of Kin<r*s Bfuieht 5,000 

A Jud^o of the City and Zillah Courts in India 2,800 


This comparison is sufficient to shew that the Indian 
judges are not paid extravagantly ; but it would be cheaper 
in the end to pay tlieiii three tinnss their present salaries, 
rather than the stream of justice should be muddy at its 
source. The total establishment consists of three high 
courts of appeal (one at eacli presidency), termed the 
“ Sudder Dewanny and Nizamut Adawlut,” or chief civil 
and criminal court. Another supreme court of appeal 
similar to the foregoing has been established, during the 
present year, for the Western provinces. The functions of 
these courts are, cognizance of civil, criminal, and police 
matters ; the remission or mitigation of punishment when 

* This is independent of the noble and learned Lord’s situation as 
speaker of the House of Peers. 

t Independent of fees or patronage, none of which are attached to 
the Company’s Judges appointments. 



the sentence of the law officers is deemed unduly severe; 
a revision previous to the execution of every sentence of 
death, transportation, or perpetual imprisonment ; arbitra- 
tion where the judges differ from their law officers; revi- 
sion of the proceedings of any of the courts ; power to 
suspend judges ; they may direct suits for property exceed- 
ing £5,000 in value to be originally tried before them 
they may admit second or special appeals from the inferior 
courts, and their construction of the Government regula- 
tions is final. For Bengal there are six provincial courts of 
appeal, with a chief and puisne judge to each ; they have 
no criminal jurisdiction ; try suits exceeding 5,000 rupees in 
value if the plaintiff desire their decision (which he may 
prefer before the zillah judge if the value do not exceed 
10,000 rupees) ; appeals lie from the zillah courts, and are 
final, unless in cases of sfiecial appeal. 

For the Bengal presidency there are twenty commissioners 
of revenue and circuit. The direction and control of the 
magistrates and police, and of all the revenue officers, is 
vested in them ; they hold sessions of gaol delivery at least 
twice in each year at the different zillah and city magistrate 
stations.| Lord William Bentinck has been censured for 
giving these commissioners jurisdiction over revenue as 
well as judicial matters; the object of his lordship was, I 
presume, for the expediting of justice, and deciding on the 
numerous revenue cases which occupy the greatest time of 
the zillah courts ; experience will be the best test of the 
efficacy of the measure. 

• An appeal lies to the King in council, in all cases exceeding 
.io,000. 

t Calcutta, Dacca, Moorshedabad, Patna, Benares, and Bareilly. 

t Meerut, Agra, Furruckabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Humeerpore, 
Allahabad, Benares, Goruckpoor, Sarun, Patna, Bhagulpore, Bau- 
leah, Moorshedabad, Dacca, Chittagong, Assam, Allipore, Cuttack, 
and Burdwan. 



The city and zillali courts of Kcngal amount to forty-nine ; 
soim^ have a judge, magistrate, and register; in others the 
du tiers of judge and magistrate are conjoined, and the duties 
of register and magistrate. These courts have charge of the 
])olice, cognizance of •affrays, thefts, burglaries, &c., when 
not of an aggravated cliaracter, and p)wer to the extent 
of two years’ imprisonment ; commit persons charged with 
more lieinous offences for trial before the commissioner of 
circuit ; visit the gaols at least once a week ; try original 
suits to the value of ten thousand rupees, decide appeals 
from registers, sudder aumeens (superior native judges), 
and mcKmsiffs ; and, by a regulation of the present year for 
the expediting of criminal justice, three zillah judges may 
be invested with power by the Governor-General to hold 
sessions and gaol delivery. 

Registers and joint magistrates exercise magisterial func- 
tions in defined districts, and arc authorized to decide 
causes exceeding five hundred rupees in value. 

Another set of* zillah and city courts* have been esta- 
blished during the present year with native judges of every 
class, caste, or religious })ersuasion found qualified for 
the posts of sudder aumeens, inoonsifis, vakeels, &c., to 
whom liberal salaries are granted. In fact, to such an 
extent is the appointment of native judges and courts^ 
now extending, that the original civil proceedings of 
the country, up to a certain amount, will be placed in 
their hands, leaving to their countrymen, however, the 
r)ption, until it can be seen how the system \vill work, of 
having their causes decided by a European judge, should 


* These courts extend throujyhout Ajjra, Allaha1>ad, ^wapore, 
Futtehpore, (ihazeepore, Goruckpore, Meerut, and Moradalmd in the 
Western provinces ; and in the Lower provinces throi-ijjhoiitBeerhhooni, 
Behar, Bhaug:lcpoor, Burdwan, Chittagonp*, ('ultack, Hoophly, Jes- 
sore, IVIrhals, Midaapore, Moorshedahad, Mj’mensing*,. Nud- 

dea, Patna, Sarun, Shahabad, Svlhet, and Tirlioot 
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they prefer it. A plan of jiulientiiro similar to the fore- 
going is in force at IVIaclras aiul Bombay, modified by 
local usages, in some j)arts there being pimchayets (native 
juries) of arbitration, and of civil and criminal procxM^liire. * 
A Bombay jndge may also avail himself of the assistance 
of respectable natives as assessors in civil and criminal 
matters. 

The police (in Bengal, for instance*) are divided into 
thannalis (stations), >vith a darogah (native officer), native 
register, a jematdar (petty officer), and from twi*nty to 
fifty biirkundazcs (irregular soldiers). lu each zillah or 
district there arc from fifteen to twenty darogah stations, 
making altogether about five lumdn*d in the J^ower pro- 
vinces, and four hundred in the Western. 

The darogah’s duty is to receive criminal charges, to 
hold inquests, to forward accused persons with their prosc'- 
ciitors and witnesses to the magistrate ; to use every exer- 
tion for the ayiprchension of criminals, and to preserve tlu? 
peace of the station. The darogah regularly reports all 
proceedings to the hairopean magistrates, from whom he 
receives orders. The last chain in the link is the village 
police, every village liaving its own watchman, who toge- 
ther with the village corporation officers, agents, zemin- 
dars, &c. are required to give immediate information of all 


• The native judfi^e at I’oonali receives about HUO rupees a nioiith, 
and the native puisne judges in proportion. 

t The number of villages in lower Bengal is 163,673, giving an 
a.ssistant police for that portion of the province to the amount of 
160,000 men; and in a similar manner in the other parts of India. 
The police of the large cities of Benares, Patna, Moorshedabad, &<*. 
are well known to be better regulated than that of Calcutta. The author 
of this wdrk took the liberty of suggesting to Lord William Bentinck 
the dividing the police of Calcutta into de])artnients, with branch ma- 
gisterial offices, as in London, a suggestion, along with others, wiiich 
he believes ha.s been acted on^since his depai-ture from India. There 
is still wanting di.strict coroners, who might be appointed from among 
the Hindoos and Indo-Britons without any salary, as the rank the 
office would confer would he a sufficient reward. 
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crimes committed witliin their limits, and to aid in tlu* 
apj)rehensi()!i of offenders. There is a mounted horse 
|K)lice, officered by natives ; and a river p)lice, conducted 
by natives also. 

Such is an outline*of the judicial system in India, which 
Mr. Kickards, in liis letter to* the Board of Control, within 
the last few weeks, denounces as ‘‘ inapplicable to the state 
of society, civilization, and knowledge existing among tlie 
natives, their local usages, traditions, and laws.” Let us 
see if Mr. Jiickards be deserving of credence in this parti- 
cular, more than in any of his assertions examined in the 
])receding chapters; as it will l>e admitted that a great 
diminution of crime is a powerful test of the efficiency of 
a c(Kle of judicature. It is in evidence before Parliament, 
during the present year, that the criminal laws of India 
are mild in the degree of jiunishment they award ; that 
prisi)ncrs are brought to trial without any great delay; 
that extraordinary care is paid to the health and comfort 
of the ])risoners confined in the Indian gaols ; that the 
punishments formerly applicable to crimes of different 
denominations, have been very much mitigated;* that 
abundant care is taken to guard against prisoners being 
convicted unjustly; that the police officers have been fur- 
nished with a manual of instructions (Regulation XX. 
1817), whicli are valuable in themselves, and have operated 
to prevent, in a considerable degree, abuses which formerly 
were prevalent autong the police officers ; and, in fine, that 

♦ The criminal laws of India are those which the East-Tndia Com- 
pany found pstal)li.shed in the country for centuries ; these laws, 
thoujrli sparing in the number of offences visited with capital punish- 
ment, were accompanied by the relics of a barbarous af;^e, in the 
shape of inutilalionvS, tortures, &c. ; the British authorities have re- 
tained what was p^ood while abolishing^ what was evil, and an ex- 
cellent system of criminal juris]»rudencc, still open ti» improvement, 
has been‘ the fruit of such a politic, and at the same time wise pro- 
ceeding. 


z 
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genorally speaking, the whole system of }K)licean(l admimV 
tration of criminal justice Jias greatly iinjiroved of late 
years, and is in practice very efficient.” 

The returns whicli I am about to submit* will shew 
that while crime has increased rapidly in England, owing 
to the poverty of the ])eo|)le and tlie severity still existing 
in her criminal laws, the contrary has taken place in the 
territories of the P^ust-India Company ; dianonstrating tlie 
imprt)ved condition of the pt'ople and the bencfi(‘ent nature 
of their government : for assuredly whatever eli‘vates a 
nation in morality arnl temporal happiness, well dt*sc‘rves 
the appellation of lM?neficcnt. I first take the highest class 
of offences for examination : — 


Number of Persons Sentenced to Death, and to Transporta- 
tion or Imprisonment for Like, by the Coi ht of Njzami t 
Adaw'i.i t of Bencjal, from 181b to 1827. 


— - . 




- 


Sentenced 

To Transpor- 


Sentenced 

First Period. 

to 

Death. 

tiitiotl fJl' 

ImuriHonnient 
for Life. 

Second PerioiL 

Death. 

1810.... 

115 

282 

1822.... 

50 


114 

208 

182.3.... 

77 

1818.. .. 

54 

201 

1824.... 

51 

1810.. .. 
1820.... 

94 

55 

.345 1 

. ,324 

1825.... ! 
J820.... I 

06 

07 

1821.... 

58 

i 

278 

1827.... 

55 

Totals .. 

490 

1,758 

'Fotals .. j 

300 


To Transpor- 
tation or 
Imprisonnioiit 
for Life. 


Ibo 

118 

H5 

128 

171 

15,3 


880 


Decrease of deatli sentences on first period 124 

Ditto of life transportation or imprisonment 878 

Total decrease on six years 1 ,002 


• Partly from documents laid before the East-India Parliamentary 
Committee in April 1832, and partly from other official returns, 
which may be seen at the library of the House of Counnons, 



The decrease which the foregoing table exhibits will 
tlelight every friend of humanity ; on death-sentences * 
tliere was a decrease during the first period of one hundred 
and twenty- four, and comparing the two last with the two 
hist years, after an igterval of ten years, the difference will 
be more strikingly observed : — 

In iHKJaiul ISIJ, <li‘ath-sontcnces .. number --0 


In and Im^ 7» <litto ditto 1:22 

l)crn'iis*.‘ on two years number 107 


If we ])lace the death-sentences in jiixta-jxisition with 
those in England, notwithstanding, as the note will explain, 
tlie advantages in favour of England, independent of the 
population in one country being 60,000,000, in the other 
scarcely c;;:e liftli of the number, we shall observe yet more 
the imjiroved state of Indian morality and jurisprudence. 

?s I MBKH ot* Dk \tu*Skntkx( k.s lu Kn(O.anj) iiTid in India 
tor Fivk Vkahs. 


Sentences. 


Years. 


In England. In India. 


lH2:i 

1S2I 

lS2o 

lS2d 

1H27 


'fotal in both coiiii trios . . . . 


I 

77 

l,(idd ) 

51 

1 

dt; 

1 


],52!» i 

55 

5,802 , 

31 f> 


• Lot it be reniombored that sontonoos of deatli in India arc not 
merely sonUniccs^ they are in j^enerul fulfilled, unless when extraor- 
dinary cirouinstances intervene ; the deereavse .shows, therefore, an 
iietiial decrease in crime, not, its w'ould be the ease in England, only a 
deorease of the nominal severity of the law, Mdiich in fact is actually 
takinjr place from year to year, not only by means of lej^^islative eimet- 
monts, but also bv the unwi 11 injjness of jurors to pass death sentences ; 
yet, notwithstanding these favourable circumstances in a comparison 
of India with England, the amount of capital convictions is still on 
♦ he increase in the latter country. 



Thus whik those of India decreased twenty-two between 
the first and last year, those of England increased five hun- 
dred and sixty-one ! 

The return from which the English column is taken 
gives a period of eight years, the totals of which are as 
follow' s : 

Peath-Sentem:ks in England and Walks f<)r Eioht Ykaks. 


From to 18:J() No. 4,273 

From 1827 to 1830 

Inriviise ^)n four years No. 1,053 


It is terrible to witness such trifling with human life and 
human feeling as these English returns exhibit ; either the 
man who steals a lamb, as well as he who murders the 
shepherd — he who forges a bank-note, as well as he that 
slays a Bank Director — the impoverished wretch whose 
necessities or recklessness robs me of iny purse, and the 
miscreant w'ho wantonly takes the life of his sovereign, 
are equally subjected to the severest doom w hich earthly 
vengeance can inflict ; or, on the other hand^ a premium is 
held out for crime by the uncertainty of its punishment. 
A thief reasons tlms; “ If I commit this crime, I merely 
run the chance of being discovered ; if that chance fail me, 
I have another in the law, a flaw in the indicttritmt or so;* 
and if the second hazard turn up against me and I am sen- 
tenced to death, I have a third cast for life, as not more 
than one in eighteen arc executed ,"f* and I may perhaps be 

• From 1824 to 1830, there were in Euj^larid — 

Convictions number 80,882 

Acquittals 22,.'i30 

No bills found 12,387 

Thus the number of acquittals and no Ijilln found were nearly equal 
to the convictions; such is the glorious uncertainty of the law ! 

t In the seven years (‘nding with 1828, the death-sentences in 
England and Wales were 7,08t>, of whom 456 wo e executed ! 
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one of the seventeen who escape ; sliouhl I be the unlucky 
one, why then fjite willed it so and it must be so.” Thus 
the commission of a crime is made, by the very uncertainty 
of the laws, to depend on a cast of the die, or the twirl of 
a tee-totuni ; and this is what is called justice to society 
and criminal jurisprudence, in this enlightened country and 
enlightened age ! Far better were it to adopt the Dra- 
conian code in its full spirit, and let the pickpocket be 
deca))itated by tlie side of the murderer/^ 

What is the avowed object of capital punishments ? The 
prevention of crime alone ; for all hopes of the reformation 
of the offender is cut off, by man impiously daring to dis- 
obey the comnuind of his Creator, who emphatically de- 
clared, As I live,” saith the Ford God, “ I desire not 
the death of a sinner^ but rather that he should turn from 
his wickedness and live yet I say men — Englishmen — 
calling tlicmst Ives Cliristians, make a mockery of their 
j)rofessions by sjnlling the blood of the divine image, when 
acting on the inhuman Jewish code, which declares (as all 
savage or pagan nations do) ‘ an eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth.’ The declaration of the Almighty, that ‘ he 
who liveth by the sword shall perish by the sword, ’-f* gave 
no authority to man to be the executioner of that decree ; 
the fulfilment of it rested with the Omnipotent Being, in 
whose hands are the scales of judgment. But, says my 
Lord Brougham, man may take away the life of his fel- 
lows if it be conducive to the good of society : I deny the 

• Sir R. Peel’s “ amended" i'or^’ery bill contained tliirty-Hve deatli- 
puTiishments. 

t Jud^e Park s;iys, in p.'issinj;; sentence on Cook the murderer, 
“ whoso slieddetli man's Mood, hv man shall his hlood he shed;" but 
does this precept jjifive any legal authority to man y Is it not merely a 
confirmation of the decree, that thost‘ who li\e hy violencre shall 
jierish hy violence ^ 'J'hedi\iiie precept is clearly, that man should 
turn from his wickedness and live.” If the executicui ol (h>ok would 
prevent another indiviilual from coiniuitting murder, tlien then* 
might he some worldly excuse, Imt there would he no decree from 
IJeaven. 
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abstract ri^ht, for earthly creatures jX)ssess none but whiit 
are in unison with the laws of God, ^vhich are based on the 
eternal and immutable principles of justice; and as to any 
conventional right, it should first be proved that the de- 
struction of life was necessary to the^prevention of crime.’* 
It is well known that in proportion to the severity 
and uncertainty of the laws, offences against person or 
property are in an inverse ratio.-f- In Tuscany, when caj)i- 
tal punishments were abolished in toto^ crime decreased ; 
but in Rome, where executions daily occurred, crime in- 
creased ; Spain, with more capital punislnncnts by law, 
has more capital offences than any country in EurojK ; Ma- 
jorca, under the same political government, but with milder 
punishments, few crimes being capital bv law, has comj)ara- 
tively fewer offences Ireland, with more severe criminal 

• In Ru«Mia, capital punishmoiit Mas abcilishcd with tlie ino^t lieiiC' 
ficial c()iis(Hjui‘iic(*s. lii France, after tlic re\()lii(ion, one hundred and 
fifteen capital offences Mere reduced t<» fevir than tMenty with the 
usual results ; e\en in in(»nki-h Fortupd the litrht id' truth lias pene- 
trated M’ith some suc(!«vss ; tlie results in the Fnited Slates an* well 
knoM-n, and the ju'ofhund as well as eloi|Uent writin'rs »)f Sydney 'I'ay 
lor demonstrate M'liat a M'ide field of iinpnn ement is open for Kn- 
gland to cultivate. 

•t Recent returns from Ni‘\v Soutli W ales, where of lat<* tliisharha- 
rous law' has been most ri;»-idlv enforced, corroborate nunn'rous other 
statements. Out of a population of 50,^00 there Mere: 

In 1H28 .... ('apital Convictions lOh .... Kxeciitions 

Do J>o 30 

18.30 .... J)o 134 .... Do 40 

In 1820, as an able and humane Mriter in the last number of the 
Westminster RevieM- says, the severe system heji^Hn, I think, under 
the regime of Lieutenant Ceneral Darling. The number of ext'ciiliims 
had, for previous years, licen under ten ; hut in ]H2h they M’«*re aug- 
mented to nearly three times that number, and have since aM’fully iiro- 
gressed, M'itli an infamous fiagellative torture. {ParU. Paper.) The 
returns of i)ne court sheM' a doubling of th«? convictions. Murders 
increased from 7 i” 1828 to 11 in 1830; unnatural crimes augmented 
at the rate of 150 percent. ; ra|K*s at the rate of .300 per cent. ; and 
other offences in a greater or less proportion. Such are the results 
with M'hich Providence curses a departure from divine law. 

* \N'cstminstcr Review for July 1832. 
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laws than England, is even more rife with bloody deeds^ 
than the latter country, which in its turn is yet more so than 
France, and France still more so than America, where few 
offences are sid)ject to condign punishment. Thus it is 
evident that severity, particularly when combined with un- 
certainty, tends exceedingly to increase crime, while it is 
but a burlesque on religion to make the scaffold a stepping 
stone to heaven ; to make tlie twenty-four hours interven- 
ing between the sentence and execution of tlie culprit an 
e\})iatory period for a long life of guilt. 

These remarks are scarcely maile with the hope that they 
will be attended to in Ihigland, where tlie voice of reason as 
well as humanity has been almost raised in vain ;-f* but if 
they should be the means of encouraging the judges of the 
East-lndia (Vnnpanv's provinces in the almost holy path 
they have ])ursued ; or if they sliould assist in rescuing 
one individual, whether carried in ebony or in ivory from 
death ; or if they sliould even stimulate others to examine 
the truth of the doctrine, the aim of the writer will have 
been accomplished. 

Let us now proceed with the Bengal statistics of crime. 
The last table gave the returns of the Court of Nizamut 
Adawlut ; the follow ing arc those of the Courts of Circuit, 
sjiecifying the nature of the crimes : 

* In sevtMi years in Ireland, endinjj with ISiJS, tbo numbor of per- 
sons accused of murder were ! But sucli is the repupfimnce of 
the pe(>^)le to come forward as evidence, that out of the whole numher 
of criminals hut 224 were sentenced to death, and 155 executed. This 
is lh<‘ state of the law in a eouiitry where the pitch cap, the triangle, 
and the u^allowa have superseded mildness, conciliation, and justice. 
'The proportion of crime in 1831 to the number of inhabitants has 
been in Pulilin, 1 in Jib; in Edinburgh, ^vhcrc capital punishments 
are far less frequent, 1 in 540; in London and AFiddlesex, which 
stands between both, tlie proportion has been 1 in 400; and in Cardi- 
gan, \vhere a capital piiiushmcnt is a very rare event, the proportion 
of commitments to the population is only 1 to 4,020! 

t Witness Lord Wvnford's saiiguinarv amendment to the Forgery 
Bill. 

t Sir R. Rice, in his eviileiu-c before the Lords in 18.30, sa\s tl.at 
among a population of lothOOO persons in Bombay, during three vears, 
there was hut one execution, and that W€*i!* an English sergeant. ' 
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Ko. 1 . 

Skntf.n( ES lor Ofi'Eni ks a«^aiust tlio Pku^on, lutssod 1»^ tin; 
C^oriiTs of (’nn'i IT in Bknoai,, at Two Pkuuujs. 


( Number of Persons seiUencetl. 

! __ _ 


Offences. 

ISiM. 

D2‘> to 

1S27. 

Adultery 

.. 1 r*i . 

20 



1,1 3(; 

Assault 

. 0)0 I 

171 

Alanslauirliicr 

. . . 42? 

2:»(t 

Ha pi* 

3 

2 

8hootintf, woundin<r, <*r poisonintf 

.. ’ 2r»i * 

l!t3 

SodoniN 

r> ; 

<; 

Keloiiv and Misdeineaiior 


D»7 

IVrjuj'v 

.. ; 147 ' 

(i(i 

Total 


I,H(id 


StnittMiiM's <if tiio first piTiod Xo. 3, lIM) 

Ditto of tlu‘ sooond <lo 

J>o< reaso of criino No. 1,23(1 


No. 2. 

*Sknten'< Ks for <)fkkn( ks apdnst Phopkktv, passod hy llu‘ 
(J<H HIS of CiH< riT in Bkncjai,, at 'i^wf) Pfuiods. 


Number of Persons st ntcnccd. 


1 

Ofl’cnces, j 

i lK 22 to 
\& 2 L 

1 lS 2 .‘ilo 

1 J^^ 27 . 

Arson 

(it; 

l,D)o 

iS.“> 

i 

47 

lOH 

71 

431 

2,170 


Burt^^lary 

('attle stealing; 

Child stealing- 

Counterfeiting^ and uttering^ counterfeit coin j 

Embezzlement i 

Forgery and uttering 

Larceny 

T otal 

J, 03 (i 

31 

57 

21 

41 ) 

(id 

223 

1,524 

tSiMilem es of tlie lir^t period 

Ditto of the hist do 

DccreiiM: of crime 

. .. No. 2,170 
I,.b 21 

. . . . No. (i 4 (; 





This is a very ^reat decrease on two years, and in look- 
ing* at the years preceding those given in the first table, the 
diminution is yet more gratifying to behold. For instance, 
adulteries were, from 1816 to 1818, in number ninety-five; 
felony and misdemeanor in the same years, three hundred 
and seventy-six ; shewing a clecrease on the former of 
seventy-five cases, and on tlie latter of two hundred and 
sixty-nine. In the second table there is also a marked im- 
provement in the country : 


BrUGI.AHY. 

In I^K; to I81S No.2,Kja 

lS±Wo 1,031) 

Decrease No. 1,SI7 


(^ATTI-K Stkamno. 

In Islo :o 1:^18 No. 203 

Ih^itolSi’T ‘M 

Decrease No. 17- 


E .M iny/.Z I.K M KNT . 


In 1810 to 1818 No. 1.^0 

1825 t<. 1827 

Decrease No. 101 

Lakckn V. 

In I8l(> to 1818 No. 1,510 

1825 to 1827 223 

Decrease No. 1,203 


But if the foregoing Circuit Court returns be refreshing, 
those of the magistrates’’ courts for the Lower and AVestern 
jirovinces of Bengal are much, more so, for the decrease 
of crime is yet more extraordinary, whether as regards 
offences arising from revenge, from destitution, from blood- 
thirstiness, or from immorality. The following shews the 
sentences of two years ; if wc had tlicm of a more recent 
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date, I am convineed we should observe a still greater 
diminution.’^ 

Tomimrativk Statkmknt of Oki-kncks n^^airist Puopkkty and 
aufainst the l*Kirst>N, on udiictithe Maoisthatks passed Skntknc i; 
in the and \\ ^>tkun ritoviNt ks oI Uhnoai., during the 

Vr.AR*' Isjd and Is’i’ 7 * 



1 Numtxsr Sentt*nrc<1. 

DecToasc 

Crimes. 


of 


■ l.-’i-'f;. : 1S27. 

Crime. 



.■'Ai>*>n 

] .vl 

31 

llM 

Ai:ain>t 

Hnr<rlarv 


1 


■ FriHid' ami other <dh‘nces 

d.ldl 

! 


property 

Larcenv 

i Km 

7,:l>7 

.371 


^ l‘iiifiderin^- 

7(;s 

K 

<i7i 


'I’otal X(». 

I7,.H7 

: J3,3;>2 

4, 

Ajraiiist 

^Assault and fiatterv 

MaiisUiuti liter 


1 


the 

dt 

i n 

:i.3 

person 

i.Hiot 


I 7"" 

l,.vd> 


I'otal No. 

H,KN 

; 4,d7h 

1 

4,h;2 


^ Hriherv 


! 70 


1 

Kscape from custody .... 

14!> 

1 7:i 

! 77 

V'arious / 
offeiu’c*' . 

FHl-«e complaint 

; l,7i^H 

1 

j ld»7h 

Ncjilcet of duty 

j jn,:i:;2 


' 3,1 ;sn 

Perjijj\ 

1 17H 

41 

; 1.37 


Kcsi'^tanee of jiroct^^s .... 

1 l,n](> 

,rxi 

477 

( 

.. Vanranev 

183 

nr) 

1 28 


Total No. 

13,8td» 

H, 07 o 

5,7JH 


Deereasc of offences ap^ainst j)ro|)erty in one year .... No. 4,d(M 

l>c crease of <lo. aj^ainst person in do djKI- 

l>ecrease of various other offences in do .5,5H4 


l>c crease of <lo. aj^ainst person in do djKI- 

l>ecrease of various other offences in do .5,5H4 


Total decrease of crime in one year .... No. 14,:21 1 


• I’he evidence of Mr. Manpfles (Lords, 4th March IS'tO), is eonfir- 
Hiatory of this iLssnmption : — “ Q. Is the police efficient for the pre- 
\entioii of criim^y ./. 1 l»elie\e it to he so. — Q, Is it improved':' 

y/. (ireatly. 
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In arson, hur^^larv, fraud, larceny, blix)dslied, bribery, 
]>erjury, &c. we see a rapid decrease, amounting altogether 
ill one year to ujiwards of fourteen thousfind ! Does this 
afibrd any proof of the truth of Mr. liickards’ assertion, 
that “ the laws of India are inapplicable to the state of 
society, civilization, and knowledge existing among the 
natives Vet nine-tenths of the Knglish jmblic (piietly 
adopt all Mr. llickards’ statements as if they were as 
strong us " holy writ !’ Alas ! Mr. Rickards*' philanthrojiy 
is borne along distance in search of aw object on which to 
exercise it : the following table Avill bliow him that he need 
not go many yards from his own threshold without finding 
a people for whom the laws are (juite inapplicable,” if we 
judge l)y tin* only real test which tiuw afford, namely, the 
state of crime : — 

-7. (o'catly, cortuin'v. — Q. An* tluTC still robberies to any consider- 
able extent on tin .laMgabli* rivers y yL Not at all to the extent the\ 
were formerly. — Q. Is there a river police? Tht?re is, I think, 
iii'ur (bilentta and near Dacca, and in «)ther parts, hut not vcr\ ijenc- 
nilly. The inipro\cinent in the police can he proved hc\ond all 
doubt, from tin* great diminution in the nnmher of crimes. — Q. Is 
that tin* case in tin* jirovinces where dacoity pre\ailed? ^/. \'erv 
greatly. — Q. ( an you state in \> hat proportion the nnmher of crimes 
bus diminished ? ^/. I think in the Lower proviuce.s the avt*rage of 
dacoities of late years is about as one and a fraction to seven, as rom 
pared with tin* state of things twenty-five or thirty years ago.” Mr. 
Mangles adds, “ in the district (»f Kishnagur, foriiierlv most notorious 
for dacoities, that crime has decreased, from an average in former 
y<*ar.s of two hundred and fifty or three hnmlred, to eighteen t>r 
twenty !’’ 

• I wish here t(. notice a statement 1 have just seen : The Edinhuygh 
Heview (No. Ihl) attempts the justification of death-punishments for 
certain crimes, on the principle that it is ** right to destroy an enemy 
who invades our countrv , or an individual who seeks our life," (p. 401), 
Does the writer moan to as.sert that when a few French troops landed 
in \\'ales, or in Ireland during tlie war, we should have heenautho- 
rii:ed in slaying them if they could be made prisoners, or of shooting 
them in cold lilood wlien taken ? Self-preservation compels me to 
pre.serve life even at the expense of that of another, if the latter sacri- 
fice be efficient, but if I can imprison the individual who menaces my 
existence, I have cleailv no natural right to destroy him. 



Skxtknces of Transportation and Imprisonment in Enoi.ano and Wales, from 1822 to 1828 


Je50 



Total ' 10,459 i 10,t>75 i 12,054 13,G8<1 15,105 ■ 10,458 15,970 
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In India, offences decreased one-half in one year; in 
Ihigland tliey increased in five years at the enomious rate of 
upwards of a thousand jxt annum ! When commencing 
these tables, I liave shewn tlie number of persons sentenced 
to d(*atli and trans])ortation, or imprisonment for life, by 
tile Nizainnt Adawlut ; exile or incarceration sentences for 
seven years have thus decreased before this court. 

SKVTKNf i;s of .Si: V ka rs’ Th.\nsi*oiitation or Imprisonmknt 
1»\ llu* Nizami t Ao.wvj.i t. 

In uunilier 3.‘I4 

137 

1 (Ja 

A decrease', after one year’s interval, of two hundred and 
sixty-nine siMitenees ! 

Another method exists for testing the efficacy of the 
polict* and of the laws, which is by looking at the returhs 
of the higher cliisses of crime, whether murder or robbery 
with violence ; I have therefore prepared this tabic to ex- 
hibit the result of tw'o ])eriods of two years each, and I 
would fain indulge the hojie that the view these ta Jes, one 
and all, exhibit, will have some effect in England, by lead- 
ing those who have heretofore opposed the abolititm of 
capital punishment, to reflect seriously on the consequences 
of their perverseness. In the execution of the laws there 
ought to be no such hopes held out as those of clemency ; 
the strictest justice is the greatest mercy, not only to the un- 
fortunate individual but to society; if any think otherwise, 
let them peruse the convincing speeches of Lords Holland, 
Grey, and Grenville, in IHlfi; of the Duke of Sussex and 
Lord Ib’ougham on the Forgery Bill just j)assed ; of Dr. 
Lushington, Mr. Sidney Taylor, and many other enlighteneil 
individuals ; and if these do not teach them the necessity of 
excluding circuitous virtue, or of legitimatizing’’ humanity 
they must possess incurably vicious, corrupt, or hardened 
hearts. 



TATE of Crime in the Lo>rKR and U estkrn Provinces of Bbnoal, at Two Periods of Two Years each. 
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Under a mild and equitable system, murders with and 
without depredation decreased five liundred and seventy- 
six on two years ! If this argument be not adverse to the 
bloodthirsty Mosaic code which England has so long 
followed, I know not what is.* 

In the Western provinces the number of murders with- 
out depredation were — 

In IHIH «nd number 49b 

an.l 255 

Derreasf' Dumber 1^41 

Under an eternal hanging system, would such a dimi- 
nution have taken ])lacer 

Affrays with loss of life were, in the Western pro- 


vinces, — 

In and 1823 number 232 

1827 and 1828 1]8 

Deereaso number 114 

Homicides were, in the Western provinces, — 

III 1818 and 1829 numb(*r 377 

1827 and 1828 1H5 

J)<»«^ri*ase number 192 


Depredations accompanied by torture and wounding in 


the same provinces, were — 

111 1818 and 1820 number 1,000 

1827 and 1828 512 

necrease number 488 


• I’he number of persons charg'd with shootiiif^ at, stabbingf, and 
poisoning’ with intent to kill, in Eng^land, have thus lamentably in- 
e reused: — 


In 1824 numbers 21 

1827 31 

1829 65 


A treblin^ir in two years ! t^’'ill nothing rouse the Legislature to a sense 
of M'hat is due to the t?oiniiionest rights of humanity? 


A 
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In the Lower provinces the same offences were — 

In 1818 and 1820 number 319 

1827 and 1828 194 

Decrease number 125 

And of depredations with open ‘v iolence — 

In 1818 and 1820 number 545 

1827 and 1828 221 

Decrease number .‘124 

Mr. Robertson gives, in his pamphlet on the C’ivil Go- 
vernment of India, published in 1829, several tables to 
shew the decrease of crime. Gang-robberies were — 


In 1807 number 1,481 

1824 234 

Decrease number 1,247 

Wilful murders — 

In 1807 number 40G 

1824 30 

Decrease number 370 


Violent affrays — 

In 1807 number 482 

1824 .33 

Decreased number 449 

Gang-robberies in the district of Kishnagur were — 

In 1808 number .329 

1824 10 

Decrease number 319 


Will Mr. Rickards now be satisfied that his assertions, 
in this as in other instances, are not grounded on facts ? 

Let us however proceed to a closer analytical comparison 
of crime in England and in the Lower and Western pro- 
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vinces of Bengal, as exhibited in the following parlia> 
inentary table : — 

CiiiMK in ENr.i.ANi) and Walks, Lower Bengal, and the 
Western Provin( es. — Sentences to Death, Transportation, and 
Imprisoniiien! for Life, in Six Years endinjj ]827 : ('rhe Popula- 
tion of England and 'AVales 13,000,000; of Lower Bengal, 
40,000,000 ; of the Western Provinces, 20,000,000.) 


Switeiices, 

Tot.il .Sentences and Executions from 1822 to 1827- 

Kneland 
and Wales. 

Lower 

f’rovini'es. 

WY*stern 

Provinces. 

'Po death 

0,81 


198 

'rransporlation or iin \ 
prisonment for life. i 

822 

. 405 

415 

Kxecfitions 

377 

168 

j 

198 

i 


1 

Yearly Averages. 


SoJJtcnr*" 

F:np;1and 
aJid Wales. 

Lower 

I*ro vinces. 

W'estem 

Pro\ inc<»s. 

To death 

J,13o.t 

j 28 

33 

'Fransportation or iin- ) 
prisonment for life, i 

■ l-’Oi 

774 

69> 

Executions ! 


28 

33 

i 

1 

Vearty Averafi;ef! in proi>oTtion to the Population. 

Sentence*. 

England 
and Wales. 

1 

Lower 

Provinces. 

i Western 

j Provinces. 

To death 

1 

1 in 11 ,445 

1 in 1,428,571 

1 in 606,060 

Transportations or iin-\ 
prisonment for life, / 

1 in 108,033 

1 in 516,129 

1 in 2!i9,l59 

Executions 

1 in 206,897 

linl,428,57r 

1 in 606,060 


2 A 2 
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While the executions in England are, in proportion to 
the population, one in two hundred thousand, those in the 
Lower provinces of Bengal are not more than one in a mil- 
lion and a half ; and while all sentenced to death in India 
experienced the punishment aw^arded them, in England 
not the one-eighteenth of those sentenced to die suffered. 
Yet has crime augmented in the latter, and diminished in 
the former. 

The nunilK?r of committals in England and Wales in six 
years, stand thus : — 

1824. .(females 2,223). . 13,<>88 lS27. .(females 2,7710* * l7/‘l-4 

1825. .( do. 2,548).. 14,437 1828. .( do. 2,732).. Hi,5«;i 

182fl..( do. 2,1)92).. ]l>,l()4 182!).. ( do. 3,119).. 18,(175 

Total (females 7,4113) . . 44,29!) Total (femaltss 8,(>21 ). . (>3,1(13 

1 

Last period (females 8, (>21) (>3,1(53 


First period (do. 7,4(13) 44,29!) 

Increased crime (females 1,158) 18,8(14 


These returns shew the committals for England and 
Wales to be, in proportion to the population, one in every 
six hundred and ninety-six inhabitants. Great as this 
amount is, it has been exceeded during the past years. In 
the foregoing table England and Wales are included, but 
the proportion of crime in Wales bears no comparison to 
England; in the latest returns England and Wales are 
separated : — 

Committals for Crime 1830.* 


In England 1 in 740 inhabitants. 

Wales 1 in 2,320 ditto. 

Scotland 1 in 1,130 ditto. 

Ireland 1 in 490 ditto. 


Crime appears to be on the increase in Scotland, for a 
few years ago the proportion was rated as one in five 
thousand and ninety-three. But the state of morals must 
• Eclectic Review. 
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not be judged of in England by the number (740)/ for 
unfortunately in many places the proportions are less 
inclined to virtue’s side. 

C’OMM ITTALS in DIFFERENT CoUNTIKS. 

fn Lorulon and Middlesex 1 criminal to every 400 inhabitants. 


Afjfriciiltural counties : — 


In Surrey 

1 ditto . . 

680 

ditto. 

Kent 


j:}o 


Sussex 

ditto . . 


ditto* 





Jlm'tfordsliire 

ditto . . 



o20 

ditto. 

Bedfordshire 

ditto . . 

710 

ditto. 

Manuf’aetnrinjLr counties : 




T n Kancasbire 


r.oO 


WarM’ickshire 

ditto 

-i8(t 

ditto. 

(Tloucesfersliirc 

ditto . . . 

631) 

ditto. 

Nottinirliumsliire .... 

ditto 

7.^0 

ditto. 

I’heslj i 1 1 . . 

ditto . • . 

6:i() 

ditto. 

Distant counties : — 



In Northumberland .... 

1 ditto 

.. 2,700 

ditto. 

Westmoreland . . . 

ditto . . . 

.. 2,500 

ditto. 

Durham 

ditto . . 

.. 2.460 

ditto. 

(’ornwall 

ditto . . . 

.. IjtiOO 

ditto. 

(bard ijjTJmsh ire 

1 ditto . . . 

.. 4,920 

ditto. 

Kdinbnri^h 

ditto . . . 

540 

ditto. 

Lanailv 

ditto . . . 

600 

ditto. 

Dul)lin (cit>') 

ditt(i . . . 

06 

ditto. 

Lou»rf,,rd (]ji^»^liesi ) 

ditto . . . 

2(i0 

ditto. 

1 )o^^ iishire (lowest) 

ditto . . . 

.... 000 

ditto. 


* The committals for crime in the thirteen metropolitan and 
other districts were, — 

In 1S05 number 2,317 


1820 

7,»44 

I ncrease 

. number 5,527 

In the ten manufacturing districts, — 

In 1805 

1820 

. number 1,108 
6,430 

Increase 

. . number .5,232 

In the nineteen agricultural counties, — 

In 1805 

182*1 

. number 1,012 
4,1.58 


Increase 


number 3,046 





It has been calculated that one-hfteenth of the population 
of this country subsist by prostitution ; one-fifteenth by 
swindling, robbery, and every species of crime ; and five- 
fifteenths are what are denominated poor, living from hand 
to mouth. Such have been in a great measure the effect of 
an ensanguined code of laws, which some have had the infa- 
tuation to propose for adoption in India.* Let us com- 
pare crime in the Company‘‘s Bengal territories (the only 
place whence we have returns) with off*ences in England, 
in Ireland, and in France ; with reference to the yearly 
averages, and the proportion to the population : — 

Averages of Sentences, and Comparison with the Amount of 
Population, in England and Wales, in Franck, and inBENi^Ai.. 


\*early Averages. 


.Sentences. 1 

1 

England. 

, for 4 Yean. 

1 Ireland, 

for 7 years. 

1 

1 France, 

1 Year (1029). 

1 

1 Ben(>al, 

for 4 \ ears. 

To death ....1 

l,232f 

1 270 

1 

i 89 

59il 

Tran:>portatiou orl 
ixnpri&unmetit for > 
life > 

193^ 

j 

j 55^ 

; 273 

14*4 

Ditto ditto for\ 
seven years J 

27^ 

81 

L i 

1,033 

357 


* In seven years ending with 1828, there have been in England the 
following executions ; — 93 for murder ; 104 for burglary ; 72 for high- 
way robber)^ : 37 for horse-stealing; 31 for attempts to murder; 27 
for rape, &c. ; 23 for forgery.^ 12 for coining, and several others for 
various offences ; the executions for crimes committed in the City of 
Ijondon and County of JM iddlesex, were in number 1 25. What a wanton 
effusion of human blood! Have anyone of these crimes decreased? 
Not one — the very reverse ; while those crimes in which dcath-pu- 
nishroents have been abolished nearly (sheep-stealing for instance) 
have actually decreased. J trust that foreigners, on perusing the thets 
relative to India, will assist the author with statistical details of their 
respective countries, directed ter the care of Messrs. Parbury, 
Allen and Co., London. 
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AvERAnEs of Sentences, and Comparison with the Amount of 
Population in England, &c. — continued. 


Proportion of Yearly Averages to Population. 


Sentences. 


England: * Ireland: I France: Bengal: 

Population Population Population Population 

7 to H, 0(10,000. j 30,000,000. 60,000,000. 


To death J in 10,547 j 1 in 25,840 

Transportation or "I , ! , 

imprisonment for J- 1 in 07,173 1 in 120,289 

life } i 


Ditto ditto for \ 
seven years / 


1 in 237,078 


1 in 1,004,182 


in 109,890 11 in 402,010 


1 in 43,610 ; 1 in 86,419 i 1 in 29,041 j 1 in 167,669 


The preceding tables, as well as the facts stated in the 
foregoing pages, arc the best criterion of the efficiency of 
the Company’s Government, and the excellence of their 
criminal code ; I question whether any country in Europe 
would present so rapid and so remarkable a diminution of 
crime as the Bengal tables demonstrate. It is to be regretted 
that we have not complete tables of all India, as also re- 
turns from all the British Colonies ; I would therefore sug- 
gest, that extensive statistics of crime be prepared for the 
India-house and Colonial office, which would not only be 
most valuable in themselves, but also offer the best possible 
proof of the condition of the people subject to the autho> 
rity of the Company and of the crown.* 


* It would be extremely desiraldoif the number of jraols in India 
and in the colonies, and the number of prisoners in each {^aol, were 
specified, as also the mode of employinpf the prisoners, and the ge- 
neral effects of prison discipline ; there can be no doubt that tlie public 
exposure of criminals in road ji^anj^s not only hardens the offender, but 
takes away in a great measure the dread of punishment from those 
inclined to crime, as witnessed by me in New South Wales. ^ The best 
way in which we can appeal to the reason of the prejudiced is by the 
incontestable array of facts ; had I the means, I would visit every coun- 
try in Europe, for the purpose of preparing impartial statements. 



The British public might now safely be left to draw 
their own conclusions respecting the Company’s judicial 
system;* but there are a few other points deserving of 
brief comment. Mr. Hiekards complains of the “ unsuita- 
bleness of the laws, on the score of language this refers, I 
])resume, to the use of the Persian language in official 
proceedings ; but in the same paragraph he admits tlie ne- 
cessity of having a uniformity in language, for the govern- 
ment proceedings, "" in reference to the various dialects 
in use among the different inhabitants of our Indian pro- 
vinces. ‘'-f- On this point tlie opinion of the Honourable 
Holt Mackenzie is deser\ing of the utmost attention; he 
says,— 

“ In Iieiia:al the Kei^iilations of (iovc rnnient ;ire translated into 
Bcn^allee. In Bahar and in the Western provinces, most men, whe- 
ther Musfiulmen or lliruhms, understand Persitni, and the translations 
are consequently made into that lanpiage, as it M'as found to he more 
intelli|j:ihle to the people generally than IJindostanoe.*' “ Tl»e lan- 
guage of the body of the population, varies so much in different 
parts of the upper ju'ovinees, and is so little settled, that it would he 
extremely difficult to translate the regulations inti> any language that 
would he understood hy them, unless a separate translation were 
made for every district, if even fhon .’^ — Holt Mackenzie^ 

With respect to the regulations of the Indian govern- 
ments, we have the liigli testimony of the Riglit Honourable 
Mr. Courtenay, that “ they are better done than our 
acts of parliament.’’ 

The next point of complaint is the want of a uniform 
code of laws for all India. If by such expression he meant 
a criminal code, then the measure is practicaj)le ; but the 
attempted formation of a general civil code would be as 

* Tt appears that even in Ireland impartial justice is not adminis- 
tered, according to the following announconicnt ; — “ Mr. Stanley 
rose to move for a bill * to provide for tlie more impartial friulof ollences 
in certain cases in Ireland.’"’ ~ 7V//ic.v, (ith August 11:^3-. 

t Letter to the Board of Control, May 183:?, 



absurd as framing one for all Europe ; it would be like, the 
fabled bed of iron, \fhich all mankind were made to fit 
by liaving pieces lopped off them proportioned to their 
exuberant length. But supposing such a despotic decree 
could be enforced, is po consideration due to the pledged 
faith of the British nation and Parliament, which by the 37 
Geo. Ill, ca{). 142, sect. 12, has thus solemnly guaranteed 
llic existing civil polity of the people of India ? — 

“ In order that due re^^ard may he had to the civil and relij^ious 
usa;^es (»f the llati^e^, it is enacted, that the rij'IitB and authorities of 
lathers and masters of families, aiM tirdinj^ as the same may he exer- 
cised hy th(' (ieiiloo or Mahomedan law, shall he preserved to them 
with their families resj)eetively ; nor shall the same he violated or 
iMterrnjded, I)y any of the proeeedin";N of the suj>reme courts; nor 
shall any act d;)ne in c nnseijiienc'c* of the rule or law' of caste, so far 
as resj)ects iiie memhers of the same family only, be dc‘emc‘d a crime 
althoueh tlie same ma\ m>f he justifiahle hy the law' of England.” 

It is well kn^'W!! tliat the civil and religious customs of 
the Hindoos are so intimately interwoven, that every mo- 
ment of life has its stijndated duty and every action its regu- 
lated direction ; this is corroborated by Sir William Jones, 
wliose memory is complimenteil by Colonel Gallow’ay for 
iiis extremely accurate know ledge of the Hindoo and Maho- 
medan law . 

** Wliatever opinion ’ (says Sir William ,!ones) “ may he formed 
of Menu and his law^s, in a country happily enliglitened hy sound 
philosophy and the only true revelation, it must be remembered, that 
those laws arc actually revered as the word of the Most High by 
nati(ms of great importance to iho political and commercial interests 
of Europe, and particularly hy many millions of Hindus, w hose well- 
directed industry would add largely to the w'C'altli of Britain ; and 
who ask no more in return, than protection for their persons and 
places of abode, justice in their temporal concerns, indulgence to 
the prejudices of llieir religion, and the benefit of those laws which 
they have been taught to believe sacred, and wdiich alone they can 
possibly comprehend.’' 

The Hindoo legislator Menu, foreseeing that the best 



means for perpetuating his system of la ws was by inter, 
twining them with religion, adopted the course pursued by 
Romulus, Mahomet, Confucius, and other founders of 
dynasties ; to interfere, therefore, with the laws of the Hin- 
doos would be to interfere in their^religion, the result of 
which is thus described by Bishop Heber : — 

“ All my informants h<»re (Benares), as well as in most other 
places, where 1 have heard the question discussed, are of opinion 
that a direct interference, on the part of froM*rnnierit, with any of the 
relij^ious customs of the country, M^mld he eagerly laid hold of, and 
urged as the first step in a new system^ hv all M'ho wish us ill j and 
that though it Avould probably not of itself f>ecasion a rebellion, it 
u'ould give additional popularity and a more plausible pretext to the 
first rebellion wliieh such disaffected persons might find opportunity 
for effecting.’’ 

As to the j)ossibility of framing a system of judicature 
which should have jurisdiction over Europeans and natives, 
it is in evidence before Parliament, tliat it would require 
the rescinding of the whole system ; that the complicated 
provisions of English law arc adapted to an old {ind highly 
civilized country ; that we are as yet but imperfectly ac- 
quainted with the landed tenures* of Hindostan, and the 
customs of the people, which arc in fact their laws ; and 
that in a country situated as India is at present, Govern- 
ment must exercise a control over the administration of the 
law. 

Mr. Courtenay says : ‘‘ The difficulties in the way of 
one jurisdiction throughout India are insuperable ; it would 
be better to define the jurisdictions of the King’s courts.” 
There can be no doubt that an extended jurisdiction of the 

• It is justly remarked by the editor of the Times (August 1st 
1832), that “landed tenures in India aroof endless diversities, varying 
not only in different provinces, but in different villages, which are 
rural corporations ; the customary rights of landholders, of cultiva- 
tors, are infinitely varied yet in the very same column the editor 
laments the want of “ a code of laws for India!” England is not called 
cm to enact new laws for the Hindoos, >vho possess a constitution of 
their own. 



latter at present, would be one of the direst curses which 
could befal the natives of India, and it has been truly 
stated in Parliament, that “ the natives out of Calcutta 
would look on such an event as the greatest misfortune and 
calamity.” The low ^rsons about the Supreme Courts 
are notorious perjurers and desperately reckless cha- 
racters;* natives of any wealth are afraid to sleep one 
night in Calcutta for fear of being made amenable to the 
dread tribunal, and would sacrifice half their property 
rather than be dragged within its meshes. f The intelli- 
gent author of the “ Policy of the Government of British 
India,” justly observes, respecting the Supreme Courts — 

So far as they furnish for Britons a trial by their 

own laws they are useful ; but in every other respect their 
influence has been lamentably malign and deleterious to 
the interests of the British Government its in- 

fluence has notoriously demoralized the natives whom it has 
reached ; they have learned all tht‘ chicanery and shuffling, 

* A nuiuerous class are toriiied attoruies" jiiclvalls, “ bubullcas if 
they be not lions’ providers, they are eertainlv those of tif»'ers. Law- 
yers at f'aleutta and Boiuhay, as well as every where else, live upon 
the vices and failin«^s of their fellows, and a rich “pigeon’" is as 
welctJinely received by llieiu as he would be at Crockford's ; neverthe- 
less, the lawyers are as little to blame for this pmpensity as the tigers 
are for carrying ofT’ the children of villagers — both follow the cravings 
of nature ; the only ronn*dy is for the peasantry to take care of their 
children, and the go\ eriiineut of its subjects. Those who witness 
the first settling of an attorney in a country town, know that their 
neighbours wdll soon be set to loggerheads ; the Hindoos want no 
further stimuli, they are already litigious enough, without letting loose 
on them the refuse of the law calendars of the United Kingdom. 

t 1 appeal to the Ra jah Hammohiin Roy for the truth of this state- 
nicnt ; nay, I have even known the Rajah, when repeatedly passing the 
Supreme Court in Calcutta, turn away his head, emphatically declaring 
that he would not even look on it; the Rajah of Burdwan an 
English lawyer annually to keep him clear ni“ it! If a person offers a 
house or ground for sale contiguous to Calcutta, the first question asked 
is, “ is it within the hounds of the Supreme Court Mr. Chaplin 
says the head men of the Dcckan will rarely venture to Bombay, for 
fear of falling into the clutches of the Supreme Court, or of being in- 
volved in it by reason of any of their servants getting into quarrel. 



all the tricks of law and attornies, which they could never else 
have heard of, without adopting one particle of the giK>d 

which the law contains.'” These courts are no boons 

to the natives of India ; they are baneful to them and to 
Government; the judges being id 1^ about six days in the 
week, spell over their charters and letters-patent, to dis- 
cover a doubtful word or phrase, to enable them to dispute 
lawfully, or under what they call a legal construction, the 
most obvious and reasonable authority of the local govern- 
ments, and to fight with the phrase, mace in hand, under 
his Majesty’s name and for his Majesty’s lioiiour — I had 
almost said disgrace.”* 

Such in reality have been the effects of the Supreme 
Courts in India, so that independent of tlie enormous 
expense*}- attendant on them, tlieir extension, as I have 
before said, would be terrible to the natives of India, and 
in the event of conflicting authorities in the country, a 
formidable source of danger to the perniJinence of British 
rule. It is true that some king’s judges and others have 
recommended the extension of Supreme Courts, but does 
not every school-boy know Esop’s fable, there’s nothing 
like leather;” on the maxim, I est boni judicis 

ampliare jurisdietionem. With respect to legislative 
councils in India, which Mr. Rickards proposes the im- 
mediate adoption of, it would be only equalled by the 

♦ I quote these remarks w'ithout meaninp^ any disrespect to the 
judges and officers of the Supreme Courts of India, because there are 
men among them of as high talent, probity, and nobleness as in any 
community in the world ; but they have all a lawyer’s bias for an ex- 
tension of their jurisdiction ; it is a feeling implanted in human 
nature. From circumstances Mdiich come within my private know- 
ledge, I do not believe a more amiable man exists than Sir J. P, Grant, 
but that very amiability made his enthusiasm the more danp^erous, 
in wishing to extend the principles of his court to a set of feudal 
barons. 

t The absorption of the revenues of the state, and of the income 
of suitors, by only three courts in India, will he observed in the follow- 
ing : the appointments to them art* generally mere jobs of patronage — 

India 



folly of making a person drink whiskey who had never 
drank anything stronger than milk ;* and as to abolishing 
tile right-)* of appeal from India to his Majesty''s Privy 
Council in England, independent of the injustice of shut- 
ting up a door for redress which by no party can be tainted 
with favoritism ; the measure could only be proposed by 
those who had not reflected on the subject, or who really 
desire to ‘ cut the painttir’ between the two countries as soon 
as possible. 


India Si/j>9rmr Court EiCprn.srs. 

Salaries and oontin^encirs Us. 

Registrar (not including salary) 

Master, record-keeper, accountant general (ditto) 

Taxer 

Sworn ♦ U-rk 

Clerk t>t’ papers 

Ditto of crown and prothonotary 


Examiner in equity 13,000') 

Receiver l),400j 

Sealer 


Three judges’ clerks 


4.32.000 

1.50.000 

70.000 

30.000 

45.000 

30.000 
00,000 

22,400 

8,800 

30,800 


Rs. 8 , 79,000 


Emoluments of barristers and attomies 7wl>000 


For Calcutta .... Rs. 1(1,50,000 
Roinbay and Madras salaries and contingencies .. 6,50,000 
Officers, barristers, attornies, &c 9,50,000 


Rs. 32,50,000 

Independent of the foregoingcharges, the salaries lo retired judges, 
®EC., who do not die off so fast as the bishops, is a serious expense on 
the natives of India. In the India pension list, published by the 
House of Commons in 1831, there are seven or eight retired Indian 
judges with pensions from £ 1 ,500 to jC 2,000 per annum. Of the Su- 
preme Court at Ceylon, Mr. Cameron, the King’s Commissioner, says, 
I doubt whether such a waste of judicial power is exhibited in any 
other country in the world !” — Report p- 69. 

• Mr. Courtenay says, “ the conflicting authority between the 
King’s Court and CTOvernment, being no greater in India than in Eng- 
land, the necessity of a superior legislative council is not, therefore, 
called for, as Parliament in England is rarely or ever required to 
control the executive or civil power.” 

t M'^hen I say “ right,” 1 am by no means unaware of the usurpa- 
tion which exists in the appeal to the king in council, in regard to 
hearing an appellant from India, at his Majesty’s discretion. 



A few words on trial by jury in the East, the effects of 
which I have witnessed among the natives of Ceylon as 
well as on the continent of India. At Ceylon the intro- 
duction of this mode of trial had an excellent effect in 
elevating the character of the natives, and I have often 
witnessed the acute manner with which they cross-examined 
a doubtful witness, frequently eliciting truths, which if not 
developed would have placed the prisoner in an awkward 
predicament. The late Sir H. Gifford has expressed to 
me the weight it took off* his mind by having an impartial 
testimony as to the fact, reserving as he did the question 
of the law to himself. 1 think, from what I observed of the 
Cingalese jurors at Colombo, at Hambantotte, Caltura, 
and all along the road to Galle and Matura, the expecta- 
tions of the benevolent and talented judge who introduced 
the system have been fully realized, and I know that his 
name ^dll be handed down to the latest |)osterity by the 
Cingalese of the sea-coast provinces. But I will put one 
question to the honourable judge, whose character I hold 
in the highest estimation : would he introduce trial by jury 
into the Kandian provinces into a country where I have 
travelled for twenty miles without meeting a human being, 
and where the few inhabitants with whijcb this magnificent 
island is peopled, fled from the sight of a white person as 
if all the demons whom they worship were in full chase. 
Some years hence, these very people or their decendants will 
appreciate a boon which, were it now offered to them, would 
be like casting pearls before swine. Just so is it on the con- 
tinent of India ; at the presidencies, and at a few the interior 
cities, the natives are fully qualified to appreciate this bless- 
ing, but it would be visionary to apply the rule through- 
out India ; the working of the system should be carefully 
watched at the presidencies ; the natives who sit on juries 

# The sea^coast provinces of Ceylon have been under the continued 
dominion of Europeans for (h7'ec' centuries ! 
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there would converse with their country friends, the mea- 
sure would be talked of, and when understood, solicited ; 
then let it be granted when asked for, but not before. 

The utility of thus acting is illustrated by the different 
conduct of the Calcutta and Madras inhabitants when the 
jury bill was communicated to them. Mr. Crawfurd states 
that the natives of Madras held meetings, and declared 
that it was repugnant to their habits, institutions, religious 
prejudices, and inclinations, to sit on juries;”* at Calcutta 
the very opposite feeling took place, for there the natives 
were prepared to receive what they had requested. On 
the trial of Rajah Buddinath Roy in 1829, for forgery, 
before the Supreme Court of Calcutta, I witnessed with 
delight the honest pride which beamed on the countenances 
of a crowded court of natives, of every class, when they 
beheld one of their fellow countrymen^ take his seat in 
the jury box, on a level with a special jury of the most 
respectable Europeans at the presidency. As far as an 
individual opinion is wprth any thing, I would as soon be 
tried by a jury of intelligent Hindoos, as by a special 
jury of Christians I cannot therefore help expressing my 
heartfelt gratification that the natives are now eligible fpr 
the situations of .‘grand jurors and justices of the peace at 
the presidencies, and have no doubt that such men as 
Dwarkanaut Tagore, Radakant Deb, Prussunu Comar Ta- 
gore, Ram Comal Sen, Hurrihur Dutt, the Day family, 

• Free Trade and Colonization pamphlet, p. 84. 

t This was the hipfhly-gifted Prussunu Comar Tag^ore, whose 
cross-examination of the villain that sers^ed as king’s evidence against 
the Raja, was of material advantage to the judges and to his fellow 
jurors ; and who, I think, was the means of demonstrating to the 
public that the Raja was the dupe of designing knaves. 

t I am aware that there is a disinclination to the natives sitting on 
juries ; but if a Hindoo were tried at the Old Bailey, he would be en- 
titled to have six of his countrymen as jurors, if they were to be had. 
Wherein is the difference, whether the scene of action be Calcutta or 
London P 



and many otliers, as well as numerous Parsecs at Bombay,* 
cjqually intelligent, respectable, and moral, will prove them- 
selves the most efficient supporters of British power in the 

East.f 

• The indigo planters and Indo-Britons will afFord a most valuable 
class of magistrates ; and as it is the desire of the Hoard of Control, as 
also of the Court of Directors, to advance the latter in civil rights, 
many will be found qualified for the post M'hich Mr. Grant’s bill 
renders them eligible to. Such men (and there are many similar) 
as Mr. Kyd, Captain Bruce, Mr. Gordon, Dr. Frith, INIr. l.>omoulin, 
Mr. Glass of Bhauglepore, &c. would be an honour to any country. 

t The India Juries’ Bill has received the royal assent; it states 
the expediency of other persons, besides the covenanted servants of 
the East-India Company or other British inhabitants of India, being 
capable of being appointed to the offices of justices of the peace within 
and for the towns of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay; declares the 
eligibility of such persons to the said offices, with the exception of 
necessarily taking any oaths ; that it is lawful for the Governor 
General or Governors to appoint properly qualified persons to act 
as justices of the peace, who Mill bind themselves by such oaths or 
solemn affirmations as may be prescribed, from time to time, ac- 
cording to the tenor of their respective commissions. The same bill 
repeals that provision of the India Jury Bill of 7 Geo. IV., which 
enacts, that Grand Juries in all cases, and all juries for the trial of 
persons professing the Christian religion, shall consist wholly of per- 
sons professing the Christian religion.” 





CHAPTER XI. 

TEREITORIAL ADDITIONS TO THE BRITISH POSSESSIONS BY 
THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY SINCE THE LAST RENEWAL 

OF THEIR CHARTER ; PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS EFFECTED 

BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF BENGAL, MADRAS, AND BOM- 
BAY ; TESTIMONY OF BISHOP HKBEU, ARCHDEACON 

CORBIE, HON. HOLT MACKENZIE, SIR JOHN MALCOLM, SIR 
LIONEL SMITH, MR. FORTESCUE, AND OTHER INDIVIDUALS 

AS TO THE IMPROVED STATE OF THE COUNTRY; 

RATES OF WAGES AND PRICE OF PROVISIONS IN FORMER 

AND IN PRESENT TIMP:S ; CONDITION OF THE INDIANS 

UNDER THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY AND UNDER THE 
NATIVE GOVERNMENTS. 

As a necessary sequel to the preceding cliaptcrs, it 
remains for me to shew the territory acquired by the 
Honourable Company since the last renewal of tlieir 
charter ; what efforts liave been made for the improvement 
of the country, and wdiat is tlie general condition of their 
subjects. 

Since the last renewal of the charter, the East-India 
Company have added to the British possessions in India 
as follows.* 

To Bengal. — After the Goorkha war, from 1814 to 
1816; Kumaon, Dhera Dhoon, Jounsar, Bawar, Sahathoo, 
and a mountain tract between Kumaon and the Sutledge ; 
(greatly adding, as Mr. Holt Mackenzie says, to the secu- 

• Derived from evidenee before Parliament durini^ the present 
year. 
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rity of our other possessions, and enabling us to facilitate 
commercial communication with Tartary.) 

After the Mahratta and Pindaree war, from 1817 to 
1819 : — Saugur and the Nerbudda territory ; Suinbhulpore 
and other districts on the north-w^st frontier of Bengal ; 
Khandah in Bundlecund; Ajmere, and part of Mair- 
warrah ; part of Nimar, Bairsea, and Shoojawulpore. 

As Tributary States, — Jyepoor, Joudpore, Oudeypore, 
Boondee, Kotah, Pertaubghur, Rutlana, Banswara, Doon- 
gurpore. After the Burmese war, — Assam, Arracan, and 
the Ultra Irrawaddy territories. 

To Bombay. — B y negociations and conquests, various 
territories and rights in Guzerat; Northern Concan, South- 
ern Concan, Kandes, Ahmednugger, Poonah, and Dharwar. 

Malacca, Chinsurah, and Singapore must be added, and a 
loan of Rupees 100,00,000 lent by the sovereign of Oude, 
was paid off by the cession of KHiyragurh. 

The inevitable cause for the foregoing acquisitions, has 
been explained in the first chapter ; the impartial reader 
will judge by the preceding, as well as subsequent details, 
whether humanity in conjunction with state policy, have 
not compelled the Company’s government to the course 
pursued. 

The total British territory in India, under the Com- 
pany’s government, is 51 4,190 square miles, which, at the 
reasonable computation of two hundred inhabitants to the 
square mile, will give a population of 1 02,838,000 persons 
under their immediate sway. The Indian princes who 
exist under the protection, or as tributaries of the East- 
India Company, are as follow :* — 

♦ The Company are obliged to protect the people of tributary states 
^against their own sovereigns, and to protect the sovereigns against 
foreign aggressio^n. 
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Hominions of the Rajahs of Travancore and Cochin 

Nizam 

Kajah qf Mysore 

— Oude 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

The Rajah of Berar, including’'^ 

Nagfpore j 

Jcswunt Row IRilkar 

The Guicowar, including- the deo 

tached Pergunnahs helotiging* lo | 
tlic British in Kattywar and j 
Guzerat J 

Rajah of Koort^ 

Nabob of Kurnool 


Rajah of Sikhiin ! 

Nabob of Bhoyjal 1 

Rajahs of Sattara, Colapore, Se-"y 1 
wuntwarree, and the p]*im;ipal \ 
British jaghiredars J 

Rajah of Cutch 

Soubodar of .lhansi, Rajah of Dut-"| j 
tea and others, otnnmonly known * ! 
as the Bundlecund Chiefs J j 


I’tjrritories under Brciish protection west of the rivers 
Jumna, eoinf)reh« tiding Jhodpore, Bikaneer, Jessul- I 
ii-eer, Kliotah, the Jseikh Country, the Hill districts i 
of ’<»r. and other small states 


Of Assam Jyntcea, Cachar and Muncepore, the boun*' 
daries are so ontlefined that it is ditti<*ult to form 
even an approximation to their superficial contents, 
hut it is estimated at 


Square Miles. 

9.400 
108,800 
29,750 
25,300 
42,400 

64,270 

17,600 

36,900 

2,230 

3,500 

4.400 
7 , 360 - 

21,600 

6,100 

19,000 


165,000 


51,000 


Total 


614,610 


Runjeet or llaiiajit Singh, king of the Sikhs,* is entirely 
independent ; his country is described by all who have 

• The Sikhs or Seiks, are neither Mahomedans nor Hindoos ; they 
admit of con'\'^ert8 from hotli sects, and are by some politicians sup- 
posed to form a barrier between the British and the Atglmns, the 
most bigotted but the bravest of the Mahomedan tribes. Runjeet per- 
secutes the Mussulmans with great severitv. 

^2 B 2 
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witnessed it as populous, fertile, and extensive, including not 
only the Punjab, but considerable tracts of territory beyond 
the Indus,* and the whole important and lovely valley of 
Cashmere. This formidable potentate possesses an army of 
20,000 regular cavalry ; from 20 to^S0,000 irregular horse; 
eighty regiments of infantry, organized and commanded by 
European officers principally Frenchmen ; several brigades 
of horse and foot artillery ; an immense arsenal atUinritsur ; 
and to support this force he has accumulated a vast treasure 
at Govind Garrah. There is a king of Nepal, I think, but he 
is tributary to China since 1792. 

Let us now turn to view what has been done for the 
country in the way of public improvements in India, since 
the renewal of the charter ; although it is scarcely fair to 
expect that much could be done in a country, which is only 
beginning to breathe, after centuries upon centuries of intes- 
tine and foreign wars; and where, with every possible 
economy, the expenditure for ordinary government pur- 
poses still exceeds the revenue. The establishment of tran- 
quillity and the suppression of barbarous rites might alone 
liave been pointed to, as sufficiently indicative of the 
merits of the Government ; and the chapters on the public 
press, education, and the diminution of crime, would 
demonstrate the desire of the ruling authorities for the 
enlightenment and morality of the people; but a parlia- 
mentary document which lies open before me, amply 
refutes the calumny handed down from the days of Burke 
to the present period, namely, that if the Company were 
driven out of India to-morrow, there would be nothing to 
indicate whether the ourang-outang or man had governed 
the country ; let this document then, as well as the subse- 
quent remarks, answer to the charge. 

• From Tatta on the south to Thibet on the north ; and from Cau- 
bul on the west, to beyond the Sotledjfe on the east. 
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An Abstkaot Statkaient of all important Pubj-ic Works which 
have been constructed in India, or are at present in progress, such 
as Canals or Roads, since the last rencAval of the £ast>lndia Com- 
pany’s Charter.* 

1812 : Bknoal. 

The construction of a road from Calcutta to Jiig;g^iirnauth, upwards 
of 300 miles in l(*ng-th, with branches to the principal towns near 
which it jiasses : still in progress. 

1813 : 

The excavation of a canal, connectinjr tl»e Ganges and Bugruttee 
rivers : completed. 

Operations frn* the improvement of the navigation of the Nuddea 
rivers, by dredging, removal of rocks, Scr. : still continued in every dry 
season. 

1814 : 

The erectK n of two bridges on the estat(‘s of Rajah Ram J)yai 58ing. 
Th(‘ excavati(m of a tank and eri‘ction of a bridge in Meerut. 

Repair of the Ahmednug-gur a(pn?duct. 

Cutting tlie \^e^tel•n end of the nullah to the bridge at Gobra near 
Moorshedabad ; eoinjdeting the eastern cut, and filling up the road 
across the old uni I ah. 

(bmstructiou of a building for divine worship at Meerut. 
Construction of a pucka road, 1(> arched drains across certain roads, 
and a pucka Ghaut to a tank in the Cbmley Bazar, 

The military ■ /iui from Calcutta to Benares restored to its original 
width, repaired, and several small bridge's erected; the road also eon-' 
tinned to Range GhaOt. 

Construction of a pucka road from Allahabad to Burdwan. 

Raising and repairing a road from Puttab Ghaut, which joins the 
military road near Hurripaul. 

1815: 

Laying down mooring-chains, and construction of a dep6t for marine 
stores at Saugor. 

Completion of the town-hall. 

Erection of a mausoleum at Ghazepore, to the memory of Marquis 
Cornwallis. 

Erection of lighthouses at Saugor Island, Point Palmyras, and cer- 
tain floating lights there; likewise of one at the Island of Moyapoor. 
(In 1821 the construction of the lighthouse at Saugor was abandoned, 

• Appendix to Report from the Select Committee of the House ol 
Commons, Nov. 1831. 
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and one on Edmonstone's Island authorized in its stead ; which was 
also afterwards abandoned, and a second lig^hthouse on Moyapoor con- 
structed.) 

Building a bridge over the nullah at Meerut. 

Cutting a road 12 feet wide for beasts of burthen from Bumouree 
to Alniorah, and cutting bridges. 

1816: 

The clearing of the island of Saiigor authorized. 

Kebuilding the lioiisos of the Botanical (larden. 

Establishment of a native hospital at Patna. 

Erection of a lighthouse at Kedgeree. 

Repairs and alterations to the government houses at Calcutta, and 
in the park at Barrackpore, and erecting guard-rooms and stabling 
for the body-guard : completed in 1827. 

1817 : 

Repair of an ancient aqueduct in the Deyra Doon. 

Restoration of the Delhi canal : completed. 

Restoration of a canal in Goruckpore. 

Construction of a new road at Moochucollali. 

Erection of telegraphs between Calcutta and Nagpore. 

Construction of a road from Tondah to Bumouree. 

Completion of the new road from Patna to Cvah. 

The road from Puttah Ghaut to the iriilitary road near llurri])Hn] 
widened. 

1818: 

Eight bridges built for the entrances on the land side of the city of 
Delhi. 

• The road repaired between Mahratta bridge, Calcutta, and a bridge 
connecting the main road with the gate of the hospital at Duiii Dum. 

Construction of a well in the centre of the proposed Gunge at Bu- 
mouree and Tonda (this work was in 1820 abandoned, in conse- 
quence of the unhealthiness of the situation) ; road leading from Cal- 
cutta to Dum Dum repaired. 

Construction of a road from Puttah Ghaut to Hurripaul. 

The road between Patna and Shehargotty raised, and drains and 
watercourses added, for the purposes of promoting cultivation. 

1819: 

Construction of a chapel at Benaiies, 

Extension as far as Ruderpore of the road constructed from Bu- 
mouree to Tonda in Kumaoon, for the purpose of opening a commu- 
nication between the Plains and Aimorah, 
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Repairing the bridge over the Rainguiiga, and constructing a now 
bridge over the Soorjoo rivers in Kumaoon. 

1820: 

Krertion of an exchange by the merchants of Calcutta on a site of 
ground granted by government. 

Formation of a botanical garden at Saharunpore. 

Construction of a part of a road from the Barrackpore cantonments 
to a spot opposite the village of Buddee Pantee, where lime-kilns have 
been constructed. 

Coiistructiou of sangba bridges over the Bulleab and Soowal rivers 
in Kuiuaoon. 

Sinking two pucka wells at Deyrab in the Oboon. 

1821 : 

Measures for building a Scotch church (St. Andrew's), and a grant 
of government in aid of its erection, which was completed in 1824, 

Erection o< two chapels at Benares and Dacca; also, 

Completion of a new chapel at KuttygJiur. 

Construction of a church at Fort Williuin, and of a ^ie>v chapel at 
Calcutta. 

Measures adopted for improving the routes of communication be- 
tween the j>riiicipal j)ositions of the army, by opening and repairiiig 
roads at and between the following stations, so as to make them avail- 
able during the dry season for any description of transport carriage; 
viz. 

From Agra to Mhow xnd Lakhcree and Mokundiah. 

From Mhow to Delhi, by Neeiuutch and Nusseerabad. 

From Asseerghur to liussingabad, then to Mhow vid Mundlasir, 
and to Nagpore vui Berhampore and Ellichpoor. 

From Cawnpore to 8augor through Bundlecund, and thence *to 
Nagpore by two routes, viz. by Jubblepore and by Hussingabad. 

From Calcutta to Nagpore, through the Singboom country* 

1822: 

Excavation of a canal to unite the Hooghly with the Ganges, through 
the Salt-water Lake. (This work was proposed in this year, and the 
line surveyed, hut the operations were only commenced in 1829.) 

Additional moorings laid down at Kedgeree. 

Measures for the survey and improvement of the port of Cuttack. 

Arrangement respecting the moorings laid down oft’ the Esplanade 
for government vessels, sanctioned. 

Formation of teak and sisso plantations at Bauleah, Sylhet, and the 
Jungle Mehals. 

Construction of a line of telegraphs from Fort William to Chumar. 



376 


Construction of a road from Chitkeah to Howcl Baug^h in Kuiutioon 
for mules and tatoos for coniniereial purposes, and more particulurU 
for facilitating;; the commerce between Tartary and the Plains. 

Three new sangha bridj!:eK built, and a fourth reconstructed, over 
the rivers in the Kumaoon district. 

Increased means employed for making ajpart of the new road from 
Calcutta to Nagpore vid Sumbulpore. 

Construction to Puttah of the new road from Barrac‘kpore to Buddy 
Pantee, 

ll;<23: 

Construction of a hospital for the pilgrims resorting to Juggiirnauth. 

Excavation t)f a canal to unite the Damrah and Chiirrainiinnee 
rivers; still in progress. 

Ro-opening of Foroze Shah's canal in Delhi: completed. 

Restoration of Zabitu Khan's canal in tlu' Upper Dooab. 

The course of Ali Murdhcr's canal, drawn into Delhi. 

Works on the Seetabuldee hills. 

CoTistruction of buildings on the eastern bank of the Hooghly, and 
of pucka pillar.*^, as beacons to be made subservient to telegraphic com- 
munication. 

Execution of certain works at Diamond Harbour; moorings at the 
new anclun age ; bridal chains and spiral buoys for the anchorage 
westward of the Kanacka river. 

Erection of a new mint at Calcutta : now in progress. 

1824: 

Wooden bridge built across the river Pabur at Raecn ; military 
road between Nagpore and Ryepore. 

Erection of a chapel at Dum Dum, and another at Meerut. 

•Construction of two churches atCawnpore. 

Erection of a church at Dacca. 

Erectif)!) of an additional church at Calcutta. 

Erection of a church at Burdwan. 

The Cutcha sides of the road from Dum Dum to Shaum Bazar 
bridge, raised and turfed ; revetments of timber and planking as an 
embankment to the Ganges at Dinapore, to preserve public buildings. 

Construction of two new tanks at Nusseerabad. 

Construction of a new road from Mirzapore to Saugor, Jubbulpore, 
Nagpore, and Omrawatty to Bhopalpore, Mhow, &c. 

1825: 

Establishment of a botanical garden at Singapore; erection of bun- 
galows and serai cs for travellers in the military road from Calcutta to 
Benares. 
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Ropliu-ing certain hundH destroyed by the torrents from the i)a- 
mooda river, and repairing* the daniafjfe done to the military roads 
between Hurripaul and the eastern bank of the river. 

A road constructed from Cuttack to Padamoondy or Aliva ; parti- 
cularlv desiralde for the transit of military stores at all seasons. 

Two pucka bridges o^ e^ two nullahs on the road to Jaugcmow at 
Cawnpore. 

Krection of a lu'w Madrissa, or Mahomedan college, in Calcutta. 

Krection of a new Sanscrit college in Calcutta. 

rU»nstru(;tion of a new dawk road between the presidency and the 
new anchorage. 

(Wmstruction of ro}>e suspension Iwidges, known afterwards as 
“ Shak(‘Sj)erian Bridges,'’ was first introduced. 

Addition'^, alt(‘rations, and repairs to the Lower Orphan School at 
Allipore. 

Constnn lion of two bridges over the Singhea Khul, and Sodepore 
Khal nullahs, (>ti the new Benares road. 

1H27: 

Iniprovenien^s of the dawk road, through Sliakespeare's Pass to 
( 'hannel (’reek, and the <‘onstruction of a Shakesperian bridge over 
tin; Kowar 'I\*rrent on the Binarcs road. 

A tu‘u building lor the Madrissa or Mahomedan colh'gt*. 

KriH'tiori of the Hindoo (udlege : completed. 

Four Shakesperian bridg^es thrown over the Rarngunga, Kuininee, 
and Rajijghur tivers. 

182 H: 

Operations for the removal of the rocks which obstruct the naviga- 
tion of the Jumna: still in progress. 

Erection of staging bungalows on the road from Shergotty to Gyo, 
and thence to Patna. 

Erection of an asylum at Benares for the destitute and blind, by Ra- 
jah Kula Shemker Ghosaul, the expenses of which, in part, are to be 
defrayed by government. 

Construction of three beacons towards the eastern end of the Straits 
of Malacca. 

Construction of a bridge and boundary pillars at Agra. 

Nine iron chain bridges thrown over the rivers in the province of 
Kiimaoon. 

1821 ) : 

The formation of roads in the districts of Jounsai and Bhowar. 

Construction of a road from Balasore to the sea beach. 
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1830: 

Formation of a new road from Cuttack to Ganjum vid Khoordwli, 
intended as a high road of communication between Bengal and Fort 
St. George : in progress. 

Construction of the Jynta road. 

A road to be constructed tmi Hooghly an^ Burdwan to Bancoorah : 
now in progress. 

Staging bungalows and seraies at Gopeegunge, Allaliabad, Shajud- 
pore, Futteepore, Cawnporo, Koostun, and Gy a : now in progress. 

Telegraphic towers on the semaphore principle ul Kedgiree light- 
house, Coverdale's Tree, 3Iud Point, JVloyapoor, Fort William, and 
at Middle and Diamond l\»inls: n(»w in progress. 

Two pucka wells constructed at Meei-ut, one for the use of the 
natives, and for watering the roads of cantonments ; and the other for 
the use of the jmblic libraries. 

Construction of a small bridge of masonry «)ver a branch of the 
Nuctea nullah, near Bareilly ; also bunds for securing the east bank 
of the same nullah. 

An extensive canal connecting the (tangos with the Hooghly, cross- 
ing the circular road near the Mahnitta Ditch on the north side of 
Calcutta : now in progress. 

1831 : 

The Strand Road’’ at Calcutta, towards the completion of which, 
Court’s contribution has been requested.* 

1815: Madras. 

The clearing of the drain passing through the esj>lanade, and the 
new' street on the beach, w'ere completed. 

St. George’s church, on the Choultry Plain, also finished. 

Construction of a bridge over the Mamharoota river, between Can- 
nanore and Cootaparamba ; necessary to keep open the communica- 
tion throughout the year between the new road from the Western 
Ghauts and Cannanore. 

1816: 

Improvements of the internal communication in Canara. 

Construction of a bridge over the Paraniboor nullah, and of a new 
road between the Black Town and the north-west approaches to 
Madras. 

1817: 

Fomiation of wells in the vicinity of Madras. 

A chapel built at Arcot capable of containing 300 persons ; and 
one at Poonamaleo of the same size. 


^ We have not the full report of this year. 



1818 : 

Conatruc'tion of a stone bridge across the Madras river at the vil- 
lage of Chindrapetttth, and sundry improvements connected therewith- 

Erection of a new observatory. 

8t. Mary’s church at Fort St. (reorge reformed and repaired. 

1819 : 

Formation of a road in the Ncilgherry Hills. 

Repairs to the bridges across tlie Cauverv, at Seringapatam. 

1820 : 

Rebuilding of the lighthouse at the presidency, completed. 

1821 : 

Ttuilding a church for the Missionary S»>c ifty. 

Erection t>f a chapel at St. Thomas's Mount, and of a church at 
Vepery. 

Erection of a stone bulwark at F\)rt St. George, to protect the fort 
and the Black 'I'owii from the Jiiu>ads- of the sea. 

1 822 : 

Erection of hridg-es at the island of Samoodra, in Coimbatoor, * 

Tfie course of tlie river Vellaur straightened, with a view of se- 
curing a \ illage. 

Reconstruciioii of the bridge near St. ISlars’s burial-ground, and of 
the one l)v (lie lios])ital gate of the Black Town. 

(hjiistruction of a bridge over tlie swamp at Masulipatain ; ofie-half 
at the expense of government, the other at that of the inhabitants. 

Scotcli idiurr^' ("'l, Andrew’s) finished. 

Completion of the stone bulwark, and addition of an iron railing,- 

1823 : 

A new cut for the Votary nullah; also a new bridge, and other 
works eoniiected therewith. 

New laminating rooms for the mint. 

1824 : 

The opening of a canal at Chumnapore. 

Several wells sunk in the northern division of Arcot for the pur- 
poses of irrigation. 

Erection of a church at Tellicherry, 

Excavating and removing the shoals in the Coorm river, from the 
burying-ground bridge to the Chepauk Bar; and thence to the N.W. 
angle of the burying-ground wall at Fort St, George ; also securing 
the bank opposite the centrical course of Clive’s Canal near the 
burying-ground bridge, with a bulwark of stones. 

Groat road from Secunderabad to Masulipatam. (This work was 
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continued until the year 1831, when, in consequence of its expense, 
the government limited themselves to the repair of such part of the 
road as mig^ht be impassable for wheel carriagfes.) 

Great road from Madras throuj^h the Northern Circars, to the 
Bengal frontier. (In 1828 this work was discontinued, owing to the 
natural and local obstacles to its duratioiy that portion only of the 
road between Bezwarah and Ellore was to be completed.) 

1825: 

Construction of a tunnel from the N. E. angle of Fort St. George to 
'the sea, for the purpose of carr}'ingolf the filth from the Black Town. 

182b: 

A bridge built across the Bonally nullah, the Imundary of the Bri* 
tish and Mysore territories, on the high road from (’anniuiore to 
Mysore and Madras. 

Continuation (»f the excavation of the Coorm river, from the old 
female asylum to Anderson's Bridge. 

A drain of two arch(‘s constructed on the west esplanade of Black 
Town near the Basin Bridge. 

A bridge built over the Coorm river, and three roads leading to the 
bridge raised and new laid. 

The road across the swamp from the fort »(» ti e pettah at Masuli- 
patam repaired. 

1827: 

Erection of a monument, of a choultry and tank, at (ioote, and the 
sinking of wells at Putteekondah, in honour of Sir T. Munro’s me- 
Hioi y : in progress. 

Construction ‘of a bridge across a nullah befwccn Alliporam and 
Ganjam, in the main road through the Northern Circars. 

Erection of a stone bridge over the Jacklee nullah, to secure a per- 
manent communication between Kamptee and Nagpore. 

1828: 

Formation of a new road from the Wallajah bridge, to the bar on 
the south side of the beach at Madras, annexing safety railings and 
poles, and fortifying the banks of the river. 

The mission church in the Black Town enlarged and improved. 

The lighthouse in Fort St. George repaired. 

Repairs made to Anderson’s Bridge. 

Construction of a causeway over the ditch at the drawbridge of the 
Mysore gateway, and one over that at the Bangalore gateway of the 
fort of Seringapatam. 

Formation of a road from Madras to Bangalore. (This work has 
been completed to Poonairmllee, but beyond that place the work has 
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l)ocii restricted to the object ofsmakinjy it passable for carts and ord- 
nance carriag^es.) 

1829: 

Militai’y road throupfh Coorg-. 

Construction of a cutwal’s choultry at Jaiilnah. 

Erection of a bridge ovi^r the Wootary nullah, at Fort St. George. 

The bar of the Coram river partially opened at Chepauk, with a 
view of obtaining a supjdy of water from the sea by filtration. 

bZreetion of a wall and cast-iron railing round the cburcli at St. 
Thomas's Mount. 

1830: 

The construdion of an anieut across Ihe Kcridalscroo river in 
iVellore. 

33ie reform of a portion of the grand anient in the bank of the 
Cavery at Trichinopoly. 

'J'he repair of the Jlistee Ghaut in Canara. 

JHIi. Bombay. 

The formation of a new road from Bancoote to INfundgaum. 

Repair of tlir old docks ; the completion of the sb>pe in the dock - 
yard for raising limber: the rebuilding the slip in the dockyard ; the 
removal of the dam ; and the forming an ordnance wharf. 

Erection of a church at Surat: finished in 1823. 

1815: 

Formation of a road from Bandorah to Gorahunder. 

181fi: 

Erection of a Scotch church; completed in 1818, 

Construction of a chapel at Colahba authorized : is now in progness 
on a new and more simple plan than was at first designed. 

1817: 

Excavation of a tank at Bohur. 

A chapel proposed to be substituted for an unoccupied barrack at 
Tannah, as a place of worship : completed by Government in 1826. 

A new mint recommended by Government: finished in 1830. 

1820: 

The Committee aqueduct for supplying the lower part of the Black 
Town with fresh water, and the Byculla tank, undertaken : finished 
in 1824. 

Captain Hawkins's plan for draining the flats of Bombay by the 
Woorlee channel, adopted. 

A church erected in the Northern Concan. 
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1821: 

Rupees 20,000 expended by a native on a quari-y near Byculla, to 
increase the supply of water ; also a building for tlie accommodation 
of travellers ; and a large tank at Bandreah in the island of Salsette : 
undertaken and sanctioned by order of Government. 

A chapel at Poonah, authorized : iinislied in 1823. 

1822: 

A new wharf constructed at the port of Bombay. 


1824: 

Construction of a town hall undertaken : not yet completed. 

182.5 ; 

hlilitary road from the South Mahratta country to the coast. 

A church erected at Dapooree ; also churches in the east zillah 
north of the Mybee, and at Baroda, and a Roiuaii Catholic chapel at 
Colabba. 

Road from Nassick to BheuTidy : in progress. 

1826 : 

Improvement of Sion causeway. 

A chain suspension bridge over the Moolla river applied for by 
Government; a wooden bridge at less cost substituted in 1830. 

Construction of a new observatory sanctioned : finished in 1830. 

Construction of a church at Mhow' authorized. 

1827: 

Improvement of the Bhore Ghaut proposed ; Captain Hughes’s 
plan for constructing a road up to Poona, accepted : the work in 
progress. 

A church built at Kirkhoe. 

Road from Malligaum to Surat finished. 

1828: 

Construction of bungalows at Malabar Point, and formation of a 
botanical garden at Dapooree undertaken : not yet completed. 

1831 ; 

Sanction and subscription of Government for a church to be 
erected at Byculla by the inhabitants of Bombay. 



SURVEYS. 

Thianoulation. 


Since the year 1^14 the Meridional Arc has been extended from 
Uaumerg^idda t(» Seronj by Colonel Lambton and Captain Everest, 
beinp: in distance north and south six deg^rees of latitude. 

A tract of country has al^o been triang^ulated in the Nizam’s domi- 
nions, of the extent of about 30,000 square miles, by Colonel Lamb- 
ton and Captain Everest. 

A chain of trianp^les lias been carried from Seronj to within 50 
miles of Calcutta, a distance of about 12® of long^itude, for the pur- 
pose of connecting: that place with the ^Nferidional Arc ; the position 
of all the principal towns in the lino of route has also been deter- 
mined. 


'ruiooNOMETHic AL SuRVKYs whicl) ute coniiocted by Triangulation 
with the Meridional Arc : 


Madras i'l .-sidency : Square Miles. 

Travaiicore and Cochin 10,000 

South Coinibatoor 4,000 

Dindigii’ 1,800 

Trichirijpoly 3,000 

Koorg 2,200 

Soonda and Balgy 2,400 

Guntoor 5,000 

Masulipataiu 5,000 

Rajal.iJiimdry and Elloor 7,000 

Vizagapatain 0,000 

Part of the Nizam’s dominions 13,000 


Bombay Presidency : 

The Deccan Survey as far as it is finislied'' 
comprehends Dharwar; the Rajah of 
Sattara’s dominions ; the Rajah of Ko- 
lapoie’s dominions, &c. ; the Northern ^ 
and Southern Concan ; part of Poonah, 
Bombay, &c ^ 


50,000 


Bengal Presidency : 

Bhopal 7,000 

Bundelcund 16,000 

The country between Bundelcund and Pa- > g 0^^ 

lamow ^ 

Benares 3,000 

The Dooab 2,500 

Burdwan 4,000 
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Trioonometrioai- Surveys, but whirli arc not connpotfnl with the 
» Meridional Arc : Square Miles. 


Mountainous Districts 16,00t) 

Ajmere 4,000 

Hurriana 3,500 

Part of the Sunderbunds ^ 800 

Assam 1 5,000 

Sylhot 1,000 

Munnipoor 5,000 

Chitta^on^ 4,000 

Cuttack 0,000 

Part of Kattywar and Gujerat f),000 

Bhoj 4,000 

Kandeish 


East- India House, ^ 
Nov. 1831. S 


J. Mill, 


Examiner of India Corres})ondciicc. 


The comprehensive evidence of Holt Mackenzie during 
this year, adds thus to the foregoing : — 

“ The church establishment has been largely added to ; there have 
been various new calls upon the government for support to charitable 
institutions which have been multiplied, — the education of the people 
has been better provided for, — a liberal allowance has been given to 
a fund established for the purpose of providing retiring annuitie.s to 
civil, servants and surveys and public M'orks have been undertaken on a 
larger scale,” &c.* 

At other places the same witness speaks of what in 
reality is the best criterion of a government, “ the improve- 
ment of the country, by which,” he says, I mean ex- 
tended tillage, enlarged commercial dealings, and aug- 
mented population.*” On this important point it will be 
necessary to quote the opinion of an acute observer, 
the late Bishop Heber, who, from his previous travels in 


• In Madras, for instance, one road through Nellore cost j£10,000; 
the bridges throughout the country are maintained by government, 
and are almost innumerable ; as for example across one road in the 
Madras territory, in the space of thirty miles, there are one hundred 
bridges of from one to ten arches. The sums of money laid out for 
tanks (water reservoirs) have been very great; in 18&, under the 
Madras government alone, jCI 20,000 were expended. 



other parts of Asia and liurope was well qualified to 
judge of the actual condition of tlie (Company's subjects. 

Uishnp Hfber's Vinn of the Improvement in the East- India Compa- 
ny's Territories. Southern Mahva from a mere wilderness is now 
a p-arden,” p. 74. “ During the years of trouble, Malwa (except 

in the neijfhbourhood of fottified towns and among; the most inaccessi- 
ble mountains) w'as entirely depopulated. All the villagfes hereabout 
had emig;rated chiefly into Berar, Candeish, and the Deckan: and 
some had become servants and camp followers to the British army, 
till, wdthin the last three or four years, they returned each man to his 
inheritance, on hearing* that they niig;ht do so with safety,” p. 98. 

‘‘ Every where, making* due allowances for I he late great droughts 
and consequent scarcity, amountingaliiiost to absolute famine, with its 
dreadful attendant evils of pestilence and the weakening of all moral 
ties ; the country seems to thrive under its present system of (Tovern- 
inent. The burdens of the peasantry are decidedly less in amount 
and collected in a less oppressive manner, than under the old monar- 
chy. The English name is therefore popular with all, but those who 
are inevitably great losers by our coming — the courtiers of the Peisb- 
wa, such of the traders as lived by the splendor of his Oourt, and pro- 
bably, though this does not appear, the Brahmins p. 211. 

Though our influence has not done the good which might he 
desired or expected in Central India, that w hich ha«j been done, is 
really considerable. Except from the poor Bheels, and from tiie few 
gangs of marauders which still lurk in different parts of the country, 
that country is now at peace; and how* slight are these dangers, and 
how easy to be borne are the oppressions of the native rajas, in <*om- 
parison with the annual sw”drm of Pindarrie horsemen, who robbed, 
burned, ravished, enslaved, tortured, and murdered over the whole ex- 
tent of territories from the Runn to the Bay of Bengal? While their 
inroads are remembered, to say nothing of .Teswunt Hao, Holkar, and 
Ameer Khan, the coming of the English cannot but he considered as 
a blessing ; and J (.oily hopo, that we may not destroy the reverenee and 
awful regard^ with which our 7iatifm is still looked up to here;' 
vol. 2, p. 74 . 

‘‘ The country people seem content and thriving; p. 114. 

The Bishop and Archdeacon Corrie, give the following 
description of the country : — 

Sept. 15.—.“ passed Mirzapoor, the size and apparenr opulence 
of which surprised me, as it is a place of no ancient importance or 
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renown, has grown up completely since the Englisli power hOvS been 
established here; and under our government, is only an inferior civil 
station, with a few native troops. Jt is, however, a very great town, 
as large, I should think, as I^atna, w'ith many handsome native houses, 
and a vast number of mosqut's and temples, numerous and elegant 
bungalows in its outskirts ; and on the opposite side of the river, a 
great number of boats of all kinds, moofrd at its ghats, and is com- 
puted to contain between 2 and 300,000 people.” 

“ This is indeed a most rich and striking land. IJerc, in the space 
of little more than 200 miles, along the same river, 1 have passed six 
towns, none of them Jess populous than Chester, — two (Patna and 
Mirzapoor), more so than Hirmingham ; and one, Henares, more peo- 
pled than any city in Europe, except London or Paris! And this, 
besides villages innumerable. I obscr^'ed to ]\lr. f<orric,* that T had 
expected to lind agriculture in Hindustan in a flourishing slate, but 
the great cities ruined, in consequence of the ruin of the Mussulman 
nobles. He answered, that certainly very many ancient families liad 
gone to decay, hut he did not think the gap liad been ever percejdihle 
in his time, in tliis part of India, since it had been more filled up by a 
new order rising from flic middling <*lasses, w hose wealth had, during 
his recollection, increased very greatly. Far indeed from those trities 
w'hitrh we had already passed decaying, ^uost of tliem had much 
intrreased in the numl)cr of their houses ; and in what is a sui t* sign of 
wealth in India, the number and neatness of their ghats and temples 
since he w'as last here. N(»thing, lie said, was plainer to him, from 
the multitude of little improvements of this kind, of small temples and 
hungaltiws, partly in the European style, hut obviously inhahiltul hy 
natives, that wealth was hecoraiug more ahiindant among the mid- 
dling ranks; and that such of them as are rich, are not afraid of 
appearing so. The great cities in the Doah, he said, were indeed 
scenes of desolation. The wdiole country round Delhi and Agra, 
when he first saw it, W'as tilled with the marbled ruins of nullas, mos- 
ques, and palaces, with the fragments of tanks and canals, and the ves- 
tiges of inclosures. But this ruin had occurred before the BritisJi 
arms had extended thus far, and while the country was under the 
tyranny and never ending invasions of the Persians, Affghans, and 
Mahrattas. Even here a great improvement liad taken place before 
he left Agra, and he hoped to find a much greater on his return. 
He apprehended that on the w'hole, all India had gained under Bri- 
tish rule, except, perhaps, Dacca and its neighbourhood, where the 
manufactures had been nearly mined;” p. 314. 

• This respected gentleman has been in Indin, I believe, thirty or 
forty years. 
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In another place the lamented Heber says — 

“ (>no of the stronfr«'st proofs that 1 have mot witli of the satisfac- 
/ion of the Hindoos with their rulers, was the mutual felicitations 
wliieh the archdeacon overheard between two villagers near Cawn- 
pore, and which was not intended for his car. ‘ A j^ood rain this for 
the bread,’ said one of the villagers to another ; ‘ yes,’ was the an- 
swer, ‘ and a g’ood government under which a man may cat his bread 
in safety.’ ” 

But Bishop licber is not the only testimony on which the 
shadows of partiality cannot be cast ; Major General Sir 
Lionel Smith, K.C.B., an old king’s officer tvho visited va- 
rious parts of India, resided tlierc a great number of 
years, and wlio describes himself as very partial to the 
natives, says — 

1 should siiv tlie condihon of llu* had hij^lily ame- 

liorated by 1 lie t’ovornment since the conquest,*' (.>5':J2). — “ Do not 
\ou think the peojde are better })rotected, and tliat they ])ay less than 
under the nuti\ e L,*-overnment ? ^7. Yes; the ^'•overnnn'nt in several 
bad years ma<le r«*iijis>ions totboni in the amount of thelaxes,” (o.50H). 

—I should be glad to know" when the British government 
remitted the taxes in this country at periods of general dis- 
tress ? 

Mr. Robertson, in his interesting remarks on tlie civil 
government of India, thus alludes to the condition of .the- 
people, and the cultivation of the country — 

f have never sen ed in the Benares province, but of Behar T can 
sj>eak with confidence us beinj:: cultivated to an extent that, in many 
j)Iaces, hardly lc:i\ es room for carriau^e roads. The people do not 
pfenerally bear any marks of p(»verty. 

“ r have, as maj^istrate of Patna, often been surprised at the rea- 
diness with which fines of twenty or thirty rupees, commutahle into 
only one mouth’s imprisonment, have been paid by common villagers; 
and rny own belief is, that the labouring peasantry of that province 
are, with reference to the climate and their \vants, fully as well off as 
the peasantry of England, certainly, beyond all comparison, in a 
better condition than the same class in Ireland, and in many parts of 
Scotland.” 

Mr. Harris, an extensive indigo planter, in speaking of 
the condition of the peasantry during the years when they 



fell under his cbservation, from 1808 to 1822, says — their 
condition was greatly improved latterly, from the time I 
first went there, to the time I came away ; their houses 
were better, and their condition greatly improved,*’ (Lords, 
4288). — The whole country (the district of Tipperah) is 
cultivated like a garden,^ there is not a spot of ground 
where they could feed a bullock on, scarcely,” (4279). 

These may be unpalati'able truths for Mr. Crawfurd 
and Mr. Rickards ; but for public gratification I will 
proceed with a few more demonstrations of the tyrannical 
government of the East-India Company. 

W. Malcolm Fleming, an Indian judge, was asked 
(Lords, 1141) : 

“ Did the country iiinjnnc durinj^ the tin>o yfni were acquainted 
with it ? — Very much/' 

IHl. Both in population and in wealthy — Ves. 

“ 1150. Did it appear to you that there was more ag^ricultural 
capital in the country when you left it than vchen you went to itP — 
Yes ; certainly, much more. 

“ 1152. Was there more applied to the cultivation of land y — Yes. 

“ 1153. Was there more applic'd to manufactures or trade r- -1 do 
not think that there was ; but there was a i»;reat deal more land 
hroug'ht into cultivation. 

“ 1154. Did the people appear to you more comfortable than when 
you first knew it y — Much more so. 

1155. Were the zemindars becoming richy — I do not know that 
they were becoming; rich, they were becoming; much more extra- 
vagant. 

“ 1156. Did their extravagance induce them to obtain European 
luxuries ? — No ; I do not think it did.” 

Mr. Christian de.scribcd the whole country to be im- 
proved, and, with reference to the upper provinces, parti- 
ticularly stated, that “ cultivation has extended very 
considerably,” (Lords, 905). 

Mr. R. D. Mangles, says — 

• Vide conclusion of the chapter, on “ Revenue,” for Mr. ,1. Cob- 
bett's similar description of cultivation under the metayer system in 
Italy. 



'J'hf iru-oiiios of tht* proprietors of land in the lower province*, 
taken on the *dverat»;e, are e<|nal to the povernineTjt revenue ; all agri- 
cultural produce ha* risen very corisiderahI\ , and the extension of 
cultivation is very gnuir," (Lords, p. 

Mr. Sullivan describes the “ progress of population, 
increase of stock, improvements in agriculture, and the 
creation of capital employed in tlifferent works in Coimba- 
toor,*’ (C\)nnnons, (>79). 

Mr, Rickards liimsclf admits the efforts of the govern- 
ment for the encouragement of agriculture,’' (52809). 

Mr. Forteseue describes the ]K)’>ulation of the Delhi 
territory as ra])idly iiu-reasing,'' (Lords, 459); and in 
another place tints depicts the blessings wltich have resulted 
from the occu|)atiou of t!ie country by the Last-India 
Com[)any. 

“ 4J(i. Hid the })(‘oplc appear to ho satisHeil with tlu‘ administra- 
tion of justice* y — 1 do think they won* particularly so. 

“ 1-7- Fas (ho rovonuo inoroas(*d in that country of late voars, 
since we first g-ed pe-ssossiotj of it r - Kxtroa»oly ; almost he\ond cai- 
ciilation. 

“ 4-.S. And the population r — Ves ; and (he population also. U'hen 
wo took possossioii thoro woro about (iOO dost*rte*d \ ill:ii>( .s; W’hon I 
came away, there Avon* ahout UM» c)f them that hud heon rc*peoplod. 
again, chielly h\ the descemlants of those who hud a proprietary 
right in those villam-%, and this in eonsetjuerKu* of our administration Tlr 
(March 183d, ]d)r(lsj. 

While on the subject of deserted villages, I cannot help 
directing the reader's attention to an Appendix in Sir John 
Malcolm's Central India, in which will be seen detailed 
accounts of the villages restored, or rather recovered from 
the tigers and wild animals who were their sole inmates. 
The total of khalsa or government villages re-peopled 
in Holkar’s country, were — 

In 1818 number iht) 

1819 3d3 

1820 508 

Ticuving of villages uninhabited, but since ]»eoplod, 5 13. 
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In Dliar, the restorations of villages were — 


In 1818 number 28 

18H) 68 

1826 52 

Leaving then uninhabited 217 

In Dewas, the villages restored were — 

Til 1818 number 35 

1819 106 

Leaving'- then uninhabited I4l 

In Bhopal, tlie restoi’ations were — 

In 1817 number !K)5 

1818 3i)2 

1819 21!) 

1820 267 

Leavinj^ unten anted 813 


In many places, not only were hundreds of villages left 
roofless, but the wretched inhabitants, when returning to 
them on tlie establishment of our sway, were devoured by 
the numerous tigers that overran the country. C'apt. 
Ambrose despatched to his superior authority in 1818, a 
list of the people killed by these ferocious animals in one 
district within the year, amounting to eighty-six ! Tlie 
names of the individuals and the villages they belonged 
10, were stated in the return : Sir John Malcolm says an 
intelligent native gave the number of men killed by the 
tigers in 1818, at one hundred and fifty; inconsequence 
of the exertions of Government, much fewer lost their 
lives in 1819, and in 1820 scarcely any. In several other 
parts of India also, on the restoration of tranquillity, the 
tigers disputed with the returning peasantry for the pos- 
session of the villages. Such is the country which, within 
ten or twelve years, has been reclaimed from the lair of 
wild beasts, and repcopled by men. 

Enough has been said to shew the present state of 
India a few words as to its condition under the native 



princes may not be amiss, although the fearful details in 
the first chapter sufficiently illustrate the unfortunate 
situation of its inhabitants. Colonel Briggs thus describes 
the state of Candcish : 

401 H. “ Was it in a very ^^nsettlcd state when you went there? — It 
was in a very unsettled state, and had been so for the last thirty years 
previous to our taking possession of the country. It had been overrun 
l)y hands of fnadtootors ; I Ixdieve there were at difl'ereut times at)out 
ei^»-hty distinct l) 0 (lit*s, whi<-h had been in the habit of rava^in}r the 
<*ountry ; this was tlu' cause of its heinp;^ very much depopulated, I 
tliiidc 1, loo out (d', 1 bidieve, -,7tl0 villages, for I merely speak from 
recollect ion, wer»‘ rt'iidci ctl i/. alttKjrtlu r : loid those which re- 

mained were optm to the pillajj^es nf a race of peoj)Ie denominated 
Hheels. 'rhes(‘ people are supj)osed hy some to Ix' the ahorif^ines of 
the country; but they have been for a lou^ ptoiod attached to villages 
as guardians or watclimeu, with certain iuimuuities in land and tei's 
from the peopl(‘ tluMUselx e>. 'I’lu' <*onse(juenc(' of those ravaj^-es <h*- 
prived tlu ir^hahitants of th(‘ im*ans of siipportiu^^ the Bheels, who 
word into the lii'Is, and were in the liahitof attackiuj»’ the villages.” 

Of tlio Nagporo territories Mr. Jenkins thus speaks: — 

I had scarcely arrived at Nagpoor in 1807, before I saw 
the whole country in a blaze, and almost every village 
burning witliin a few miles of the city of Nagpoor, and 
this going on from yt'ar to year!"” (Lords, 2197). 

Mr. Jenki’.s stated that tlie people were very well satis- 
fied witli the administration of justice while we had thi5^ 
country ; their Lordships then enquired, — 

2lJd7* “ From your own (drservation, when you went there had you 
reason to believe that tlie people were satisfied Muth the native g-overn- 
inont ? — Far from it ; for they hud little protection from foreig^n 
invasion. The Pindarees were constantly ravaging the country; and 
the Rajah's troops, if they were sent to suppress them, plundered 
them ; and the zemindars plundered the ryots in the districts immedi- 
ately near them.” 

This picture of paradise Mr. Rickards applies to the 
territories under the government of the East-India Com- 
pany ; do the facts contained in this work prove or dis- 



prove Mr. Rickards’ allegations ? Mr. Jenkins states, that 
during the eight or nine years that Nagpoor was under the 
control of the Company, twelve or fourteen additional 
banking houses were established, the agricultural class to 
every appearance possessed more wealth, the expenditure 
of the Rajah was reduced, and an annual surplus of near 
five lacs of rupees created, 

I might fill pages upon ])ages with testimony equally 
as conclusive as that of Colonel Briggs and Mr. Jenkins; I 
tlierefore pass on to notice an assertion of Mr. Rickards, 
that the value of money in India has not undergone a 
visible iihangc, and that as the money-prices of grain and 
other commodities and the wages of labour, have under- 
gone no change since the establishment of the British Go- 
vernment in India, we may conclude that the value of 
money has, throughout this jx*riod, been equally steady,” 
(Vol. I, page 598). I can prove that in this assertion Mr. 
Rickards has also erred. I here may be permitted to take 
leave of that gentleman’s writings, and in doing so, to 
express my unfeigned regret that in the hurry of compo- 
sition, and from a natural warmth of temperament, I 
fear I may have used harsh language in exposing Mr. 
Rickard.s’ mis-statements ; the preceding chapters were each 
written in little more than a single day, never perused by 
any other person, nor reperused by the author until sent to 
press ; there is therefore allowance to be craved, not only 
for defectivene.ss of composition, but also for acerbity of 
language, which in cooler moments, or by older men, 
would probably not have been used. I know nothing of 
Mr. Rickards or Mr. Crawfurd but as public men,* they 
are, I believe, double my age, and have both been long 
engaged in the stormy conflicts of political warfare; it 
will be sufficient therefore to add, that in zealously endea- 
* Their prwate churacterf^ arc reputed as estimable. 



vouring to refute the uncandid, unfair, and I must add, 
ungenerous statements of those individuals, I have had no 
petty object in view ; so far from it, I would indeed obli- 
terate the whole work, although printed up to the present 
sheet, if I thought it* contained a passage which would 
bear the appearance of being intentionally designed to 
wound the feelings of any person. The reader, if he has 
ever had the misfortune to be an author, will pardon this 
deviation, and proceed with me to my final reply to Mr. 
Rickards respecting there being no change in the wages of 
labour or of commodities in India, since the establishment 
of the British Government. The follow ing table has been 
prepared by the Statistical Reporter at Bombay, Colonel 
Sykes, and laid before the Parliamentary C(ommittee whose 
labours have just closed : 

Comparison ol’the Waoks of Artificers and other Public Ser- 
V'ANTS, under the Pkishw a’.s and British (tovernments in the 
Dukhein, in and 1814. 


Under the British Under the 
rule in 1828. PeishwH's in 1814. 


Head carpenter Rupees 

Common ditto 

Two sawyers 

Head smith 

smith 

Head armourer 

File man 

Hammer man 

Head leather w^orker 

Head bricklayer 

T ailor 

Chief of dooly bearers 

Groom* 

Camel man 

Head of Palankeen Hamals 


Monthly Wages. 

Monthly Wages. 

25, 35, and 45 

15, 20,40^ 

15 

12 

15 and 221 

8 

25 and 30 

20 

15 and 224 i 

12 

30 

20 

15 

1^2 

6,8 and 13i 

7 

15 

12 

25 and 35 

15 and 20 

n 

15 and 20 

6 

8 

5 

7 and 9 

5 

15 

10 


• Under the Peishwa’s government, one man attended on two horses, 
and one man on two camels. 



The Prick of (irain, Pulsk, and other -Articlks under tlie respec- 
tive Aomin isTRATioxs. 



Under the Rritish 

TTndor the 


1 rule ill lUSU. 

Peishwas’ in ltU-1 


' 

Seers. 

Seeth. 

Rice (Putnee) per Rupee ' 

‘ 16 

12 

Ditto (Ambesnor) ; 

13 


Wheat 

IS 

14 

.!oare(‘ (Andr(>poiron Sporzhuiii) 

.32 

21 

Rajree (Pauieuiu ^pi(*jituiii) 

i 

17 

Dhall ((Ivti-'iis (’njau) 

! 16 

11 

(fhee (elarihed butter) 

' 2 

U 


This table not only refutes Mr. Rickards, but coidiriiis 
the statements of the several authorities cjiioted as to the 
improved condition of the country ; for if tlu‘ ])ricc of food 
be augmented in the Uukhun (or Deckhan) and tiu* rate 
of >vages be siimdtaneously increased, there can be no 
stronger proof of prosjierity, not only in that part of India 
referred to, but also in those ])arts which have been longer 
under the possession of the East-India (’omj)any. Colonel 
Galloway, adverting to the ‘‘ increase of cultivation and 
the high price the husbandman now receives for the pro- 
duce of his labour” (Law and Constitution of India, 
p. 198) says, I have in many parts of tlie ceded and 
conquered provinces seen grain selling at twenty-five 
seers* per rupee, w^here we were credibly informed by the 
natives that one hundred and twenty seers, were often even 
generally })rocurable for that sum.^’ 

As regards Bengal, I made particular inquiry in 1830 on 
the subject ; and the authority from whom I received the 
following statements, is Dwarkanaut Tagore, than whom 
no man in Bengal is better qualified to make them. The 
increase of wealth throughout Bengalf has been most 
* A socr is 2 Iba. 

+ Land is now worth 67 years’ purchase of the revenue 
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raj)id ; notwithstanding the disadvantages under which the 
agriculturists labour, by the English markets being shut 
against their raw and manufactured produce, and the 
great number of artizans thrown out of employment by 
the introduction of p^ece goods, &c. from this country, 
land purchased in Calcutta thirty years ago for fifteen 
ru])ees, is now worth, and would readily sell for, three hun- 
dred. Ten years ago a labourer in Calcutta received two 
rupees per mouth, now he is not satisfied with less than 
four or five rii])ees per month, ^ ami there is even a scarcity 
of workmen ; twelve field labourers wei-e formerly to be 
had for less than one rupee a dav, now lialf that nuinhcr 
could iK)t he had at that rate of wages. A cabinet-maker 
was glad to obte.in eight ru])ees a month, for the exercise 
of his skill, now’ lie readily olitains sixteen or twenty 
rujiees for the same period ; I need not go through the 
other elassi's of handicraftsmen or labourers, all have 
risen in a iiki proportion; and as to the ]mee of food, 
it is sufficient to state one article as a criterion : riee, tlie 
staff of life in llengal, was wont to be sold at eight annas 
(half a rupee) })er niaund (eighty-tw’o Ihs.), its price iias 
increased foir fold, being now* averaged at two rupees per 
maund. In fine, a new^ order of society has sprung into. - 
existence that was before unknown, the country being 
heretofore divided between the few nobles, in whose bands 
the wealth of the land was concentrated, and the bulk of 
the people, who were in a state of abject poverty ; from the 
latter have arisen a middle rank which will form the connect- 
ing link between the government and the mass of the nation. 

• ]SIr. Colebrookc .says, in 1804 in his llusbandrv of Benjral, that 
“ a riiltivator entortiiins a labourer for every ])Iou»h, and pays him 
wajres, on an average, one rupee per mensem, and in some districts, 
nol half a rupee per nicu.seiu;’' this was at a period when not 
one- third of the land of a zeniindarry was cultivated, whereas 
now there is frequently not an acre on an esiale iintilled. 
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The advantages to be derived from this change are 
incalculable ; — whenever such an ()rder of men have been 
created, freedom and prosperity have followed in their 
train. Do we need example.^ I..ook at England after the 
Norman conquest, when the people were serfs, and the 
feudal Barons were the very counterparts of the Indian 
zemindars ; but w'atch the progress of society up to 
the Eighth Henry, when wealth hecaim* more etjually 
diffused ; and continue the view' until tlie pt)wer of the 
middle ranks became so paramount, that the son of a 
butcher (as some say) dethroned and caused the decapi- 
tation of his monarch, making the military republic of 
England feared and admired by the world. 

The country of the foaming Guadalquiver is a melan- 
choly illustration of a nation possessing but two ranks of 
society, w^here the most beggarly Asturian, who can suj>- 
port a bare existence without mental or bodily lal)our, 
claims the rank of an Hildalgo, and strongly reminds one 
of the lazy proud “ Suwars,’^ so admirably delineated by 
Bishop Heber, as quoted in the earlier part of this work. 
Look at Hungary and other places, where the peasantry 
are sold with the soil; in fact, in every country where 
‘*4here have been only two extremes of society, mental and 
bodily despotism have supervened. The East-lndia Com- 
pany’s government have broken through that curse, — they 
have annihilated a feudalism which has ever marked an 
age of barbarism. It is true, that society has been levelled ; 
that the slavish dependence of the low, upon the high caste, 
has been severed ; and millions of human beings are now, 
for the first time, learning to know their own worth ; to be 
conscious that, by industry, talent, and integrity, they may 
elevate themselves to the foremost rank of society, and 
“ redeemed, regenerated, and disenthralled,” the meanest 
Indian peasant may hurl defiance at any petty tyrant, who, 



mi 


from the insolence of office, alleged hereditary rights, or 
domineering Brahminical priesthood, niay still foolishly 
think to retain longer in subjection a submissive people, 
who had, alas ! too long licked the dust of the earth. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

SUMMARY OF THE rilECEDINO ( HAPTEHS. 

The reader who has done me the honour of perusing 
the preceding chapters, will not have failed to perceive 
that strong and salient ex])ressions have accompanied tlie 
eliciting of a fact, when conducive to the interests of 
trutli ; it is Ux) late now to recall tlicm, whatever regret 
the author may feel for their a})})earance ; they are, how- 
ever, but as the chafl* to the grain, whicli although aug- 
menting tile bulk deteriorate not the substance, and may 
be easily given to the idle breeze ; but as the sentiments of 
an individual, when commenting on an authenticated cir- 
cumstance, from w’hich every person is autliorizi‘d to draw 
his own conclusions, may to some lH‘ar the semblance of 
])artiality, the author feels it due io liimself as well as to 
the cause of justice to state, that whatever way the Legis- 
lature may adjudicate tlie claims of the Honourable East- 
India Company, is to him, in liis private capacity, a matter 
of no moment ; for, being w itlunit the slightest jirospcct of 
employment in England, and alihorring a life of idleness, he 
is impelled to seek, on Continental Europe, a field for the 
exercise of that political and commercial knowledge which he 
acquired as a medical officer in his Majesty’s navy, or as a 
private individual in various jiarts of the globe. Were 
be actuated by feelings of hostility to a country to 
which he owes nothing, but for wdiich without arro- 
gance he may say he has exerted himself much,* his 

• The author may he permitted to state, that from the commence- 
ment to the close of the discussiofcyon the llefonn bill, ho conducted 
a popular London Journal (7%c Unitv.d Kwydo7n)y in w'hich the best 
and dearest interests of the British public were advocated with a zeal 

which 
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talents, liowever feeble, would, on mature reflection, be 
devoted to the downfall of the East-Tndia Company ; but 
though adverse fate may some day place liim in opposition 
to the ^ meteor flag,’ under which it was once his pride to 
ser\'e, he cannot help regarding England, with all her 
faults, as the cradle of civilization, the resting-] )lace of 
religion, and the asylum of liberty. Apologizing for 
these prefatory remarks, which it is anxiously hoped will 
prt'vcnt a misconception of motives, tlie following summary 
of facts are ollcred, and respectfully asserted fo have been 
proved in the foregoing pages ; 

1st. "J'he establishment of the East-Iiulia Company was 
coeval with the dawn of Jlritish maritinu* grc'atness. 

^2(1. 'I'll rough many revolving years of internal com- 
motion fill'] foreign war, the East-India Company ex- 
pended an immense quantity of blood and treasure, in 
ac(|uiring for England a footing in the eastern hemisphere, 
and ultimately .« s])lendid dominion, which justly deserves 
I o be termed tin? brightest jewel in the British diadem. 


whirli h;is lu'on nj»{)rociatCHl by the people of the inf>st nMiiotc* depen- 
deiu‘ie< of tli(‘ ein]Mr(', as attested in their journals ; nor did he resign 
hiN arduous post until the freedom of Knuland (and with her destiny 
lhat of tin- wor: ’ v. a- placed, on what he trusts may prove, an impe- 
fishahle basis for future prosperity. This exposition is made beeans*e 
tiu’ writer is a perfect straniicr in (ircat llritain; and because his 
own unfortunate counti’N (on whose troubled waters he Avould gladly 
pour the oil ol' pi'acc) may demand his huinhlo exertions. While it 
is madness on the ])art of INIinisters to enforce the collection of tithe 
for the pcrjjrhuil su]>])ort of the Protestant Church in Ireland, the 
Irish should recollect, that in desiring to he free, they must remember 
to ho just ; this would not he acromplished by giving to a landlord 
a tenth which he had Tie\er purchased, or hereditarily accpiired. The 
announcement of (loverninent, that on the demise fd' existing in- 
cumbents, a portion of tithes, as they fall in, would he appropriated 
to national objects, such as schools, hospitals, and charitable insti- 
tutions, would trampiillize the country; the attempt to perpetuate 
them for their present use will cause the shedding of miicli blood, a 
severing of the legislative union, and, suhsetjuenlly, a series of end- 
less disputes, if not of warfare, h^ween both (*ountries ! Who, that 
wishes well to F^ngland and Ireland, can calmly contemplate the 
possibility of such terrible events! 
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Sd. That, however advantageous to England, such con- 
quests were not made at the expense of humanity ; on 
the contrary, the arms of the Company were ever turned 
against despotism, and employed for the relief of the 
feeble, the indigent, and the oppressed. 

4th. That to the combined efforts of the East-India 
Company’s capital, skill, and patriotism, England is in- 
debted for the vast commerce which she now enjoys with 
India and China.* 

5th. That since the Legislature in 1814 authorized an 
open trade with India, no pains have been spared by the 
East-India Company to extend the commerce between both 
countries. 

6th. That the declining export trade from India to En- 
gland, has been caused by Parliament retaining prohibitory 
duties on the raw and manufactured produce of the former 
country, with one exception (indigo). 

7th. That by examining the quantity as well as tlie 
value of the trade between England and India, it will be 
seen (allowing for fortuitous and propitious events, which 
arose in 1815) no actual increase of commerce has taken 
place. 

8th. That the great sale of cotton goods in the East 
has been caused by annihilating the trade of many thou- 
sand Hindoos, and not in consequence of any unforeseen 
markets having been created. 

9th. That the Hindoos justly complain, that while the 
ports of their country are open for many articles of 
Ei^lish produce, duty free, the remainder being subject 
to a very slight import tax, the markets of Great Britain 
are virtually closed against their staples, (sugar, coffee, 

• Vide the summing up chapter of “ the Past and Present State 
of the Tea Trade of England, and of the Continents of Europe and 
America.’* 
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rum, &c.) and tlie means of repairing the injury done to 
the native manufacturers denied them. 

10th. That for England to demand tlie right of supply- 
ing the Hindoos with Liverpool salt, would (independent 
of its violation of native prejudices) be the means of 
throwing one million of Hindoos out of employment, and 
necessitate the Bengal and Madras governments to obtain 
a revenue on some other articles equal to that now lightly 
and uninquisitorially collected. 

11th. That the assertions put forth respecting the con- 
dition of Molunghees, or salt manufacturers are untrue, 

12th. That with reference to ‘ Colonization,* the natives 
of India arc averse to it ; that the object of the Company 
in prohibiting the j)urchase of land by Europeans in India, 
or their indiscriminate resort thereto, has not been from any 
selfish considerations, but with a view to preserve their 
subjects in the undisputed })ossession of their landed pro- 
perty, and to pn vent a violation of their prejudices or 
feelings. 

13th. That the landed revenue of Hindustan is neither 
so oppressive in its nature nor so exorbitant in amount as 
has been fre(|ue!itly stated; that its reduction is impracti- 
cable, and its substitution for an excise, income, or house- 
tax; im[K)ssible, and that the revenue and debt of India 
is, in proportion to the population, less than that of any 
state in Europe or America. 

14th. That the Company'^s Government have done every 
thing in reason to extend the blessings of a well conducted 
press, to enlighten the |)eople entrusted to their care, and 
to check inhuman or immoral practices. 

15th. That free political institutes, however ad van- 
tageous to a country, arc not the sole means of im- 
proving it. 

2 j> 





16th. That in admitting the natives of India to high 
appointments of trust, the Governments have unavoidably 
been compelled by reason of the varied nature of the 
population, their personal antipatliies, })eculiar manners, 
and especially in consequence of die demoralizing effects 
of centuries of despotism, to be cautious in reducing an 
acknowledged principle to practice. 

17th. That in the execution of civil law, the customs, 
religious rites, and cherished institutions of the natives have 
been sedulously maintained ; that justice has been purely, 
cheaply, and, as readily as peculiar circumstances would 
admit, expeditiously administered. 

18th. That the criminal laws of India are wisely adapt- 
ed to the end in view, by being humane in punishment, but 
speedy and certain in execution ; their efficiency and that 
of the police being tested by the extraordinary diminution 
of crime which statistical tables exhibit. 

19th. That official documents and imimpeacJiable testi- 
mony demonstrate the improved and improving condition 
of the Hindoos. 

^ SOth. That the home government of India is a triple 
power, wisely balanced and judiciously conducted, without 
vesting dangerous authority in the crown, while the pa- 
tronage thereof is disposed of with safety and advantage to 
the state. 

21st. That the foreign Govemn)ent, while enjoying a 
wide exercise erf power, is subjected to well regulated 
checks from the constituted authorities at home, who exer- 
cise a vigilant control over all its proceedings. 

22d. That the Indian army, although not larger than 
is required for the maintenance of order within, and the 
defence of aggression from without, is too great to be 
amalgamated with his Majesty’s army (independent of 
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almost insuperable obstacles) without threatening the 
breaking up of the social liberties of Englislimen. ^ 
23d. That, reasoning from analogy and past history, 
a sid)version of the mode by which the Anglo-Eastern em- 
pire is at present ruled, would destroy the well poised 
balance now existing between the British crown and its 
subjects, an inclination to either side being fatal to the 

existing constitution of the country ; and 

May that Siiprenu' Being, whose mercy is as boundless 
as his wisdom is infinite, — ^in whose will is the destiny of 
of kingdoms, — and who has seen fit in his Omnipotence to 
make a small Island in the Atlantic, mistress of one of the 
richest empires on earth, — may He in so momentous a 
crisis direct the councils of this nation, and bestow on 
them that knowledge, without which the strength of man 
is as a reed, — his words as the passing wind, — his decrees 
as tinkling cymbal or sounding brass ! 


THE END 


LONDON: 

CrhUed by J. L. ( OX and SON, (Jrcut yucen Sticct, 
UnadnVIiin FJclds. 







